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On Sunday, December 3, we will commence a new liturgical year, Year B. The time we spent on our
journey this past year with the Gospel of Matthew went by quickly. I hope everyone acquired further knowledge
about our faith, as well as insight into ourselves in relationship with God. I know this is the case for me.
A main point established at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel denotes Jesus as “God with us”, or in
Hebrew, Emmanuel. During our common life together this past year, as we gathered for worship, study, work,
and conversation, I also hope the notion is confirmed to us that God is ever present in our lives.
With the arrival of Year B, we have an opportunity to understand this presence anew by way of its
lectionary readings, which includes the Gospel of Mark. Responding to this opportunity is important so as to
continually build upon the foundation already established. This foundation helps us to better comprehend our
present time, enabling us to move forward into our future. Our journey continues.
The congregation bids a fond farewell to the Revd. Deacon Dee Goodale. Having been present with this
parish for the past five years, she now moves on to a new pathway in her journey. She will be missed. I thank
Deacon Dee for her help during this past year and we wish her well with her vocation at St. Benedict,
Bolingbrook. Deacon Goodale will be with us at the St. Nicholas Festival, wherein she will present the story,
Why the Chimes Rang, by Raymond M. Alden, during our worship service.
I invite you to take part in this new liturgical year. Of course, it begins with the season of Advent, which
prepares us for Christmas Day. On Sunday, December 24, there will be one morning service at 9:00 o’clock, the
Fourth Sunday of Advent. That evening, Christmas Eve, we will gather together for the singing of carols and
hymns at 4:30 p.m. Our worship, with Holy Eucharist, will begin at 5:00 p.m.
Peace, Fr. Jim
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Army Angel Tree in Waterman Hall, each signifying
information for a needy child. Unwrapped gifts are
due back in Waterman Hall on December 10. These
Angel Tree gifts might be the only gift a child receives,
so please help Santa out by participating in the Angel
Tree Program.

Parish Notes
Christmas Open House

The Women of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church are
cordially invited to attend a Christmas Open House at
the home of Lynne Roberts (1449 Janet Street,
Sycamore. 815-895-4196) on Wednesday, December
13, from 6-8 pm. A light supper will be served. A sign
up sheet can be found in Waterman Hall and an RSVP
is requested by December 10. Please bring an
ornament for an exchange ($10 limit).

Christian Outreach Committee

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to all parishioners who packed a shoebox
of gifts for a child in a third world country! The box
journey has now begun! Our boxes have been labeled,
turned in at the First Baptist Church in Sycamore, and
are on their way to a center in Minneapolis for
shipping overseas. The Outreach Committee will track
the boxes, and will let you know which warm weather
countries will be a destination for our boxes.
The next meeting of the Outreach Committee will be
held Wednesday, January 10, 2018, at 12 noon, in
Waterman Hall. Please feel free to join us!

Red Bowl Offering
A check for $435 will be sent to UNICEF for
Children’s Refugee Services. Thank you to everyone
who donated to this international organization to aid
refugees.
The December Red Bowl offering will be donated to
Voluntary Action Center – meals on Wheels. VAC
supports the needs of the members of our community,
and over the years those needs have grown. The Meals
on Wheels program provides hot nutritional meals to
our elderly, disabled and homebound. VAC depends
on the kindness and generosity of our community.
Please consider supporting this local organization
with your time, talent and financial contributions.

Hope Haven Dinners
St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th
Wednesday of each month. Volunteers are needed for
a December chair, and persons to prepare or purchase
food items. Sign-up sheets are located in Waterman
Hall. Plan ahead to help prepare a home-cooked meal
for our December 27th open date.

Sycamore Food Pantry
Food pantry donations are being stored out of view in
the old nursery, in order to keep Waterman Hall tidy.
Please keep the Food Pantry on your grocery list as we
head into the holiday season. Food donations have
been low at St. Peter’s and the pantry. Food does not
take a holiday!

Salvation Army Angel Tree Program

Our parish will once again take part in this annual gift
giving event. A total of 15 names are on the Salvation

Lynne Roberts
Pumpkin Fest 2017
One of the major events of life in Sycamore has now
concluded for another year. Pumpkin Festival
was good for the community and also for St. Peter’s
Church. The cooperative efforts of our parishioners
have brought in funds which will be used for
outreach activities, the Renovation and Restoration
fund, and the Pumpkin Fest fund.
Parishioners baked pumpkin squares, worked in
the kitchen, took orders, served our guests, grilled
hot dogs and brats, and ran food from the Parish
Hall to the food booth. Of course, there were also all
of the tasks necessary to set-up and to clean-up for
the day.
Pumpkin Fest is obviously a major project that
requires the time and efforts of many parishioners
and we are grateful to everyone who contributed to
our success. Those persons who were unavailable to
assist at Pumpkin Fest contributed more than $370
in monetary donations; these funds pay for all of
our supplies.
The sincere appreciation of our chairpersons,
Cindy Vain and Larry Dirst, is extended to everyone
who supports us in this effort. Over the course of
many years, we have fine-tuned every aspect of the
efforts of the parish so that our work for Pumpkin
Fest is accomplished with much enjoyment.
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In Open Forum Phil Montgomery praised the newlypainted look of the Wetzel House.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
December 2017 Birthdays
6 Tyler Drake
6 Jerry Lane
10 Pam Bradford
10 Kelly Potter
11 Olivia Mae Zimmerman
13 Bryant Mommer
15 Madison Riego
16 Janis FitzHenry
17 Deacon Dee Goodale
18 Rune Nelson
19 Patrick Dawson
19 Caitlyn Brown
23 Carol Wells
23 Bronwyn Burgweger
23 Linda Saxer
26 Neve Crittenden
28 Jane Ovitz
28 Colby Newquist
30 Beth Krogman
30 Beata Boies
30 Sandra Minor
31 James Pfister
Wedding Anniversaries
2 Robert & Jerilynn Wilson
20 Larry & Deborah Dirst
27 Bob & Linda Saxer

St Peter’s Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting Notes
November 16, 2017
At 7:00 P.M., the meeting was called to order by Interim
Rector, Fr. Jim Clement, who led opening prayers. Those
present were Fr. Jim Clement, Interim Rector, Senior
Warden Bill Nicklas, Junior Warden Anita Biletzky, Vestry
members Barbara Weaver, Judy Dettloff, Jack Frost, Lynne
Roberts, and Bronwyn Burgweger, along with Donna Hill,
Vestry Clerk. John Vain was out of town.
Jane Ovitz and Nancy Franke were in attendance as guests.
Barbara Weaver moved and Bill Nicklas seconded that the
agenda be accepted with one addition. The motion
carried.
Judy Dettloff moved and Bill Nicklas seconded that the
Minutes of October 19, 2017 be accepted. The motion
carried.

Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report – John Vain was absent. Bill Nicklas
summarized John’s monthly financials that were
distributed to the Vestry last week. Plate giving is
currently up from what was anticipated. Operating
expenses for the year are within budget.
Buildings and Grounds/R&R—The Vestry agreed to
direct the chair, Pat Klein, to proceed with the replacement
of the north-facing window in the Wetzel House. The work
will be paid from the 2016 carry-over.
Caregivers – The Committee will meet on November 20.
Christian Outreach – The minutes of the November 8
meeting were distributed.
Search Committee – Phil Montgomery reported that the
Committee met on November 14 and were informed that
several resumes have been received. The Committee will
meet again on November 30 to determine who, if anyone,
will be interviewed.
Interim Rector’s Report – Fr. Jim continues his work in
the parish and in the larger community, including monthly
services at Oak Crest. Father Jim reported that Deacon Dee
has officially been confirmed as deacon in Bolingbrook and
her last Sunday service will be on November 26. One
service will be offered on Sunday, December 24 with the
Vestry’s support. Father Tom Lamb will be the supply
priest on December 31 and January 7 in Father Jim’s
absence.
OLD BUSINESS
Cleaning Service – A local candidate with cleaning and
maintenance experience has been identified. He will be
interviewed during the week of November 27 th.
Office Manager –The position is posted on the Parish
Facebook page and the Diocesan website.
Stewardship Campaign—The letters were mailed as
planned and about a dozen pledges have been received to
date.
NEW BUSINESS
New B&G Chair. No candidates have yet been identified.
Vestry Openings. Four positions will need to be filled: the
position formerly held by Steve Guziec (presently filled on
a temporary basis by Phil Montgomery), and the positions
presently held by Bill Nicklas, John Vain, and Lynne
Roberts. Interested parishioners are invited to visit with
any Vestry member or Warden for further information.
Annual Meeting. The Vestry determined that the annual
meeting will be held January 28. The Vestry will arrange
for the brunch before the meeting.
At 8:17 P.M. it was moved and seconded to adjourn. The
motion passed.
Closing Prayers were offered by Fr. Jim Clement.
Respectfully submitted by Bill Nicklas, Senior Warden
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Sanctuary Candles
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle for a
Sunday in 2017, please sign up on
the reservation sheet on the bulletin
board just outside the Parish Office.
Then fill out the dedication form and
turn it in to the office.

Prayer Corner
For the Search Committee
We pray for our Search Committee as they assess
the needs of our congregation and evaluate
candidates for Rector. Grant them open minds,
perceptive hearts, balance and integrity in their
work together, responsiveness to all points of view
and unity of purpose. Help them to recognize that
your guiding hand is in their midst ready to reveal
that which they should do. Help them to listen and
respond with open hearts, to the honor and praise
of your Name. Amen.

Sunday Lectionary Readings:
December
Sunday, December 3
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64: 1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
1Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

For the Parish
Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life, and bring us all to
be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Dead
Eternal Lord God, you hold all souls in life: Give to
your whole Church in paradise and on earth your
light and your peace; and grant that we, following
the good examples of those who have served you
here and are now at rest, may at the last enter with
them into your unending joy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

For Quiet Confidence

Sunday, December 10
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2,8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
Sunday, December 17
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11
Canticle 3 (Rite I)
Canticle 15 (Rite II)
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8,19-28

O God of peace, you have taught us that in
returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness
and confidence shall be our strength: By the might
of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence,
where we may be still and know that you are God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Monday, December 25, Christmas Day

See Christmas Eve lectionary.
Sunday, December 31

Sunday, December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m.

2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Psalm 89:1-4,19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

First Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 147
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Sunday, January 7
First Sunday after the Epiphany
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20

The Morning Star – Page 5

DECEMBER 2017
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, December 1:

Wednesday, December 20
8:30am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Morning Star mailing
4:00pm Daisy Scouts

6pm Eucharist St Nicholas Festival
Saturday, December 2:
9:30 am Waterman Hall Clean up
Sunday, December 3: The 1st Sunday of
Advent
7:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10-10:30 am Children Ed
10AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00 am Coffee Hour
Tuesday, December 5
9:30am Book Club
Noon-1:30 pm Sycamore Women’s Club

Thursday, December 21
9:30am Greening of the Church
7:00pm Vestry meeting
Sunday December 24: The 4th Sunday of
Advent
9:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
4:30pm Carols and holiday music
5:00 Eve of the Nativity Holy Eucharist Rite II
Monday, December 25
9:00am Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ

Wednesday, December 6
8:30am Morning Prayer
4:00pm Daisy Scouts
Sunday December 10: The 2nd Sunday of
Advent
7:30am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00am Coffee Hour
Tuesday, December 12
2:00pm Oak Crest Retirement Community

Wednesday, December 27
8:30am Morning Prayer
3:00pm Hope Haven
Sunday, December 31: The 1st Sunday after
Christmas
7:30am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00 am Coffee Hour

Wednesday, December 13
8:30am Morning Prayer
9:30am Prayer Shawl Meeting
11:30am F.S. Clergy Meeting – Skyroom
4:00p Daisy Scouts
6:00pm ECW Christmas Open House
Saturday, December 16
7:30am Men’s Fellowship
Sunday, December 17: The 3rd Sunday of
Advent
7:30am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10-10:30am Children Ed
10:00 Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00 Coffee Hour
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Blessing sheep. 1,500 of them.

November 22, 2017 by Cara Modisett
Yesterday, an Episcopal priest in Idaho carried on an
annual tradition in the town of Ketchum – he blessed
1,500 sheep herded through Main Street in the
town’s Trailing of the Sheep Festival, which marks
the time of the year when sheepherders move their
flocks to warmer pastures for the winter:
October is a critical time of year for Idaho ranchers
and their sheepherders. They must drive hundreds of
sheep south from the high summer pastures in the
Sawtooth Mountains to warmer grazing land in the
Snake River Valley. In the old days, the flocks were
driven down side streets to avoid a fuss. But in 1996,
when locals, led by John and Diane Peavey, launched
the Trailing of the Sheep Festival, they rerouted the
animals down Main Street. Ever since, for a brief
shining moment once a year, the walking bundles of
wool are cheered like conquering heroes.
A Folklife Fair, described as a “homespun lovefest”
happens at the beginning of the festival, with music
spanning “Scottish bagpipe, Peruvian panpipe, Polish
violin and Basque flute.”
Fr. Brannon has been blessing the herds for more
than 10 years:
No frenzied stampede flattening everything in its
path. No thundering hooves. And yet, the sight of
hundreds of sheep on the move, en masse, is
formidable. One man stands alone in the path of
their relentless advance: Father Kenneth Brannon of
Ketchum’s St. Thomas Episcopal Church. Father
Brannon has performed the blessing of the sheep for
more than a decade. The wooly surf flows harmlessly
around him. “Once I realized I wouldn’t get
trampled,” he tells me later, “I realized this was a
great honor.”
Vigilant sheepherders and their Border collies make
sure that no ewe makes an unauthorized U-turn.
Great Pyrenees guard dogs prowl along the
perimeter, alert for troublemakers, whether of the
two or four-legged variety. The sheep horde surges
ahead, unstoppable. As quickly as they come, they
are gone.
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“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19
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