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Allhallowtide: All Saints’ Day and
Commemoration of All Faithful
Departed
A triduum is a three-day period of prayer
found on the Church calendar, usually in
preparation for an important feast or in celebration
of that feast. Many of us are familiar with the Pascal
or Easter Triduum of Maundy Thursday to Holy
Saturday, leading us into Easter Day. We will
observe another three-day liturgical celebration,
commencing the evening of October 31 until the
end of day on November 2, Allhallowtide or
Hallowmas: All Saints’ Eve (Halloween), All Saints’
Day (All Hallows’), and All Souls’ Day.

The use of the liturgical color of white on this day
signifies for us victory and life. All Souls’ Day, or
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed, is set
aside to remember and honor all those who have
died, especially family and friends. Ultimately, this
three-day observance reminds us of the spiritual
bond that we have as followers of Jesus, past and
present. We are assured of the presence of God and
that nothing can separate one from the love of God.
Thus, we continue to be in communion and
fellowship with those we love.

Deriving from the term hallow, an old
English word for saints, these three days are set
aside for us to remember the dead, especially
martyrs, saints, and all faithful departed. All Saints’
Day is one of the seven Principle Feast Days of the
Church year. As with other greater feasts in the
Church, a time of preparation is made by way of a
vigil the night before. All Saints’ Eve is the vigil that
anticipates both All Saints and All Souls and is
expressed in a variety of ways among different
cultures.

All Saints’ Day may be additionally observed
on the first Sunday in the month of November,
which we will do here at St. Peter’s Church. I invite
you to join with me for worship on Sunday,
November 5, at either the 7:30 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.
service, to honor all the faithful departed, as well as
to recall what this observance means for us.

All Saints’ Day is the day we celebrate and
honor all the saints and martyrs of the Church
throughout the centuries, both known and
unknown.

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have
made us one with your saints in heaven and on earth:
Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be
supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and
know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to
your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus
Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable
through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever
and ever. Amen.
The Collect at the Prayers, BCP pg. 395

Peace,
Fr. Jim
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Parish Notes

Crop Walk

Ladies’ Night Out
We had a great turnout for our first Ladies’ Night Out
of the year. Our group of 14 (yes, 14!) ladies met at
PJ’s Courthouse for a fun night of great food, great
conversation, and great ideas. We came up with some
new ideas for Ladies’ Night Out, as well as having
some day trips.
Our next Ladies’ Night Out will be on November 2nd
at The Forge Brewhouse in Sycamore. We’ll meet
at 6:00 to sample some of their fine craft beer and
enjoy their wood fired pizza. Dinner is on your own
and The Forge will provide separate checks.
It’s sure to be another fun night, so please join us!
Call Judy LaPorta at 815-970-2015 with any questions.

Christian Outreach Committee
Red Bowl Offering
A check for $440 from the September Red Bowl
offering will be sent to the local chapter of Feed My
Starving Children. $300 of that amount was from the
Christian Outreach Committee and $140 was donated
by church members. Thank you to everyone who
donated to this community effort to fight hunger.

Thank you to the St Peters Rocks Crop Walk team of
Jean Evans and family, Nancy Franke, Jenny Sidmore
and Lynne Roberts who braved the chilly
temperatures and wind to walk for hunger issues.
And..thank you to all of the St Peter’s parishioners
who sponsored a walker and generously donated to
this cause. 25% of the total collected will stay right
here locally to help our fellow community citizens in
need of food. Watch Waterman Hall postings for an
update on the total figures!

Operation Christmas Child
The Christian Outreach Committee will again be
sponsoring the Samaritan’s Purse Operation
Christmas Child by offering the parishioners of St.
Peter’s the opportunity to pack a shoebox of items
especially for a boy or girl within a specific age range.
Outreach will supply the plastic shoeboxes and
guidelines for packing a box, and will also cover the
processing donation. We hope families can help our
younger members shop and pack a box for a child
around the world. This year we will try to track the
shoeboxes to see their final destination! Check out the
display in Waterman Hall.
The next meeting of the Outreach Committee will be
held Wednesday, November 8, at 12 noon, in
Waterman Hall. Please feel free to join us!

Hope Haven Dinners

Lynne Roberts

St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th
Wednesday of each month. Needed volunteers
include a chair for each month and persons to prepare
or purchase food items. Sign-up sheets for each
month in 2017 are located in Waterman Hall. Plan
ahead to help prepare a home-cooked meal for our
area homeless this fall or during the upcoming holiday
months.

Saint Nicholas Festival
The customary Saint Nicholas Festival will be held on
Friday, December 1. The Eucharist will be at 6pm and
the festive supper will follow. Please bring an
unwrapped toy for a needy child to the Eucharist. The
toys will be brought forward and blessed at the altar.
See you there!

Sycamore Food Pantry
Food pantry donations are being stored out of view in
the old nursery, in order to keep Waterman Hall tidy.
Please keep the Food Pantry on your grocery list as we
head into the holiday season. Food donations have
been low at St. Peter’s and the pantry. Food does not
take a holiday!
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WANTED: first time knitters…novice
knitters..accomplished knitters. All are
welcome and all are needed.
Your skills and talents are truly gifts from God and we
invite you to share your gifts. Help us create Prayer
Shawls or knitted gifts of your own choosing for those
in our community who need the love your creations
are sure to bring.
The Prayer Shawls and other gifts we create are
blessed by our priest and given to all who need
comfort, warmth, caring and love. Our hope is that,
with new knitters like you on board, we can do more
for more people.
Our group meets the second Wednesday of each
month at 9:30 am in Waterman Hall for prayer,
creativity, and conversation.
Come join us. We need you.
Linda Saxer..Barb Weaver..Susan Frost..and others

PS. If there is a new stitch you hope to learn or added
knitting skills you hope to master, we’re here to help
with that as well.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
November 2017 Anniversaries
1 Trisha & Josh Crittenden
6 Brian & Barbara Koehnke
9 Gerry & Judy Dettloff

November 2017 Birthdays
1 Adam Kirsopp
5 Daniel Sidmore
7 Faith Minor
8 Judy LaPorta
9 Mary Glynn Boies
9 Ashley Kirsopp
17 Kathleen Reid
20 Jean Evans
20 Anneliese Masco
28 Steven Grimson
30 Betsy Jo Koehnke

Set your clock back on
November 5th !!

Saturday, November 5th 8AM to Noon
JOIN US FOR FALL CLEAN UP!!
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CROP HUNGER WALK’S SUCCESS
St. Peter’s had a very significant role to play in this
year’s CROP (Sondra King Memorial) Hunger Walk.
Thanks to our five walkers (Anne Hulsey walking in
AZ) and our generous donors, our StPetersRocks
team exceeded our $2,200 goal and raised $2,945.
We had 3 new walkers which was great! When
asked, their responses to the walk were, “It was fun”
and “You don’t think about doing something this
enjoyable to raise money.”
The total walk’s total receipts were down – only
about $22,000 was raised (from nearly $30,000 last
year). This made our contribution even more
significant. Additionally, Grace Place was used as a
rest stop again this year and snacks and water were
provided there by one of our generous parishioners.
Thanks again to Nancy Franke, Anne Hulsey, Lynne
Roberts, Jenny Sidmore, and all of our faithful donors.
Jean Evans

Prayer Corner
For the Search Committee
We pray for our Search Committee as they assess
the needs of our congregation and evaluate
candidates for Rector. Grant them open minds,
perceptive hearts, balance and integrity in their
work together, responsiveness to all points of view
and unity of purpose. Help them to recognize that
your guiding hand is in their midst ready to reveal
that which they should do. Help them to listen and
respond with open hearts, to the honor and praise
of your Name. Amen.

For the Parish
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life, and bring us all to
be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Dead
Eternal Lord God, you hold all souls in life: Give to
your whole Church in paradise and on earth your
light and your peace; and grant that we, following
the good examples of those who have served you
here and are now at rest, may at the last enter with
them into your unending joy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

For Quiet Confidence
O God of peace, you have taught us that in
returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness
and confidence shall be our strength: By the might
of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence,
where we may be still and know that you are God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting Notes
October 19, 2017

Caregivers Committee
Minutes for the September 19 meeting were distributed.

At 7:02 P.M., the meeting was called to order by Fr. Jim
Clement, interim Rector. Father Jim led opening
prayers.
Those present were Fr. Jim Clement, Barb Weaver,
Judy Dettloff, Lynne Roberts, John Vain, Jack Frost, Bill
Nicklas, and Donna Hill, Vestry Clerk.
Those absent were Anita Biletzky and Bronwyn
Burgweger.

Christian Outreach
Minutes for the October 10 meeting were distributed.
Lynne Roberts described the shoe box initiative.
Rector Search Committee
Phil Montgomery reported that the job has been posted
since August. The Diocese representative, Peg Williams,
will meet with the Committee in about two weeks to
discuss interview questions.

After discussion, the minutes were approved.

Interim Rector’s Report – Father Jim continues his
work in the Diocese and in the larger community. On
February 22 he will host the Rockford Deanery at St.
Peters. The Christian Education series has been wellattended and the Children’s Education series now has
several participants. Father Jim reminded the Vestry
that there will be one service on Sunday, October 29, at
9:00 a.m. because of the Pumpkin Festival activities. All
Saints Day will be observed on November 5.

Committee Reports

Old Business

Treasurer’s Report – John Vain reported the recoding of previous maintenance and repair work to
square up the 2017 annual budget. John also recently
reviewed pledge records as appropriate for the Treasurer
to reflect a congruence between pledge statements and
the parish’s electronic records. Year-to-date, plate giving
is up. Some of the Church’s trust income (interest) is not
yet booked for the year but it is estimated that the overall
operating revenue will meet the budget goal. John also
took time to review how the budget is reconciled on a
monthly basis, using color-coded spreadsheets. The
Vestry was very appreciative of his careful work.

Cleaning Services.
Anita Biletzky solicited additional bids since the September
Vestry meeting to cover the following tasks:

There were four guests in the audience: Nancy Franke,
Phil Montgomery, Susan Frost, and Jane Ovitz.
After a motion and a second, the agenda was approved
as amended.

Building and Grounds – Bill reported that the
committee had discovered four urgent repair needs at
our rental houses in the past month. The Vestry
approved a minor contract with Theisen Roofing to
repair the chimney at the Nolan House ($365). The
Vestry also approved the following:
• Replacement of the shower surround with
additional dry wall repairs at the Nolan House
($1,950).
• Replacement of three rotted windows at the
Wetzel House whose decrepit condition was
discovered during the exterior painting now in
progress ($1,250).
• Repair of the canopy over the west entry door to
the Wetzel House (estimate: $1,000).
All of these repairs will need to be paid from the 2016
budget carryover, since the Committee’s fund source has
been exhausted for the year. With these decisions, the
carryover fund will have a remaining balance of about
$10,500.

Waterman Hall
Three
Weekly
Restrooms
Basement--All Monthly

Church
Entryways
Aisles/Altar

Carpet—
Dining Area
Kitchen

Monthly

Pews--Dust

Monthly

Windowsills/Tables
(dust)

Nursery

Weekly

Vacuum
weekly
Vacuum
weekly
Monthly
Monthly

The several bids showed a wide variance, and none
included cleaning supplies. The Vestry voted to throw
out the bids, and to advertise for cleaning services to be
interviewed by John Vain and Bill Nicklas in the coming
weeks.
Office Manager Position
After some discussion, the Vestry voted to approve the
proposed office manager job description, and to
advertise the opening immediately.
New Business
Building and Grounds Committee Chair
After many years of dedicated service, Pat Klein will be
stepping down as chair of the committee at the end of
this budget year. The Vestry will consider possible
candidates for this chair and discuss at an upcoming
meeting.
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Vestry Opening
Steve Guziec has resigned his position on the Vestry to
devote more time to his family and professional
obligations. The Vestry voted to appoint Phil
Montgomery to fill this vacancy until the annual meeting
in January. Phil will remain co-chair of the Search
Committee but appropriate discretion will be exercised
to avoid conflicts as the Rector search continues.
Stewardship Campaign
Bill will draft a stewardship letter to the congregation
that will be signed by all Vestry members and Father
Jim. The 2018 fundraising goal is $120,000.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned with closing prayers led by
Father Jim.

Sunday Lectionary Readings:
November
Sunday, November 5
All Saints’ Day
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12
Sunday, November 12
23th Sunday after Pentecost
Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Sanctuary Candles
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle for a
Sunday in 2017, please sign up on
the reservation sheet on the bulletin
board just outside the Parish Office.
Then fill out the dedication form and
turn it in to the office.

Sunday, November 19
24th Sunday after Pentecost
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90:1-12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30
Sunday, November 26
Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the
King
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46
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1
8:30 Morning
Prayer
4pm Daisy Scouts
6:30p StageCoach

2
6:00 PM Ladies
Night Out
6:30p StageCoach

7

8

9

9:30a Book
Club

8:30 Morning
Prayer
Noon: Outreach
4pm Daisy Scouts

NOVEMBER
2017
PARISH
CALENDER

3
6:30p Stage
coach

4
8a-noon
Fall Clean Up
TURN CLOCKS
BACK
TONIGHT

5
22nd ALL SAINTS DAY
7:30 Holy Eucharist
9-9:30 Adult Ed
10-10:30 Children Ed
10:00 Holy Eucharist
11:00 Coffee Hour

6

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

23rd Sunday After
Pentecost
7:30 Holy Eucharist
9-9:45 Adult Ed
10:00 Holy Eucharist
11:00 Coffee Hour

6:30p Caregivers

2p Oak Crest

8:30 Morning
Prayer

11a Staff Mtg

9a Diocesan
Convention

7:30a Men’s
Fellowship

7:00p Vestry

9:30a Daughters
of the King.

9a Diocesan
Convention

19

20

23

24

25

Bethany
Healthcare

4pm Daisy Scouts

21

24th Sunday After
Pentecost
7:30 Holy Eucharist
10-10:30 Children Ed
10:00 Holy Eucharist
11:00 Coffee Hour

26
Last Sunday After
Pentecost
(Christ the King)
7:30 Holy Eucharist
10:00 Hoy Eucharist
11:00 Coffee Hour

22
8:30a Morning
Prayer

28

29
8:30a Morning
Prayer
4pm Daisy Scouts
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11
Veteran’s Day

THANKSGIVING

3pm Hope Haven
4pm Daisy Scouts

27

10

DAY

30

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, IL 60178
www.sycamorestpeters.org
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The Morning Star
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“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19
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