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Fall Christian Education Program 
  
As I announced in last month’s Morning Star, 

I am happy to introduce our Fall Christian Education 

Program. This program is offered to both adults and 

children of the parish, as well as to our guests. Please 

be aware that the sessions offered for these two groups 

are held on varying Sunday mornings and at different 

times from one another.  

 

The Junior Warden, Anita Biletzky, and I 

recently mailed an invitation letter to parish families 

with children, along with further information about 

the Children’s Program. Also included was a 

registration card to be sent back to the parish office.  

 
Adult Program 

 

The adult program will begin Sunday, October 

1, at 9:00 a.m. until 9:45 a.m., in Waterman Hall. The 

first curriculum of the adult program is the six-week 

video study series, Moses: In the Footsteps of the 

Reluctant Prophet, presented by Adam Hamilton. 

Pastor Hamilton is a master at explaining questions of 

faith in a down-to-earth fashion. In this particular 

series, he explores the sites of Moses’ life from the 

Nile River to the Reed Sea (a portion of the Red Sea), 

from Mt. Sinai to the desert wilderness. Using 

historical information, archaeological data, and 

biblical texts, Hamilton guides us in the footsteps of 

this reluctant prophet who blazed a trail of faith. 

Activities, Bible study, and discussion follow each 

video presentation. Weekly presentations are: 

Oct. 1 Part 1: The Birth of Moses 

Oct. 8 Part 2: Two Moments That Defined the Man 

Oct.15.  Part 3: The Exodus 

Oct. 22. Part 4: The Ten Commandments 

Nov. 5.  Part 5: Lessons From the Wilderness 

Nov.12. Part 6: Don’t Forget…Pass It On 

 
Children’s Program 

 

The program for the young persons of the 

parish, ages 4-9, will be the animated video study 

series, Deep Blue: Learn and Serve!, beginning 

Sunday, October 8, at 10:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. The 

lessons will take place in classroom one, downstairs in 

the Parish Hall. This curriculum is designed to help 

children learn about God and what it means to be a 

follower of Jesus. The lessons guide participants 

through Bible stories and demonstrate opportunities to 

serve as disciples in the classroom, the local 

community, and the world.  

With this curriculum, children will explore 

various areas of the world, as they dive deep into 

God’s Word together. The lessons incorporate 

adventure, arts and crafts, storytelling, and active 

games, which lead children into a living-faith 

experience that will help them discover further what it 

means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today.  

The Children’s Program will be held for two 

Sundays of each month. Each lesson will be 

approximately 30 minutes in length of time, with 

children joining the congregation at the Offertory time 

of the liturgy.  

Unit 1: Judges and Kings 

Oct 8: Lesson One- Hannah Prays; 

 Lesson Two – God Calls Samuel 

Oct 22: Lesson 3: Samuel Anoints Saul; 

Lesson 4: Samuel anoints David 

Unit 2: From Shepherd to King 

 Nov 5: Lesson One- David the Musician 

 Lesson Two: David and Goliath 

 Nov 19: Lesson three: David and Jonathan 

 Lesson 4: David and Abigail 

Unit 3: The Wise King 

 Dec 3: Lesson One- Solomon Becomes King 

 Lesson Two: Solomon’s Wisdom Proverbs 

Dec 17: Lesson 3- Solomon builds the Temple 

Lesson 4: Solomon Dedicates the Temple 
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PUMPKIN FEST 
 
October is the season of not much happening. 
Vacations are over, school is solidly back in 
session. The year is winding down. It is a peaceful 
time after the energy of the summer and before 
the urgency of the Holidays. 
 
However, for the city of Sycamore, this season 
always brings the excitement of the Pumpkin 
Festival which will be held this year on the 
weekend of October 28 and 29. St. Peter’s Church 
also looks forward to Pumpkin Fest since it 
allows us an opportunity to raise some money to 
help fund projects within the church.  
 
We trust that every parishioner will find some 
way in which they can be of assistance in this 
project. Volunteers are needed to set-up and to 
take-down, to bake our pumpkin squares, to 
serve, to run food back and forth from the 
kitchen to the front patio, and to serve as cashiers. 
There are numerous jobs that must be done in 
order to make this effort a success for St. Peter’s. 
Primarily, the jobs to be done are on Sunday, but 
there are also a number that must be done on 
Saturday or even earlier. 
 
Is there a place for you at the Pumpkin Fest 
event? Indeed, there is. This is also a fun time as 
we work together for the benefit of St. Peter’s. 
Obviously, the more persons who find a task they 
can perform, the lighter the load for everyone. 
 

Those who are unable to accept a task at 
Pumpkin Fest may choose to make a monetary 
donation to purchase our supplies. Checks can be 
made payable to St. Peter’s with Pumpkin Fest in 
the memo line. Also, bakers are needed to 
prepare pans of pumpkin squares. 
 
Ten percent of the profits from Pumpkin Fest are 
returned to the Sycamore organizing committee 
and ten percent is given to our Outreach 
Committee for distribution in the community.  
 
Please see the sign-up sheets in Waterman Hall 
and find a place where you can help! Questions 
may be directed to Larry Dirst or Cindy Vain, 
who serve as the chairpersons of this event. 
 

Search Committee Update:  

Our posting for a new Rector went live on the 
diocese website on August 22nd.  We have not 
received any applications to date, but we’ve been 
told that this is not unusual.  Our Parish Profile 
and Rector Search information are now posted 
on our website under Who We Are.  A big 
Thank You to Christal Guziec for adding pictures 
and making it look great!  Our position, along 
with other openings will be presented at the 
upcoming conferences.   

Please continue to pray for the Search Committee 
and those who are considering applying for our 
Rector position. Peace,  

Judy LaPorta  
Search Committee Co-Chair 

Parish Notes 

Ladies’ Night Out 
 

Mark your calendars for our first Ladies’ Night 
Out of the year on Thursday, October 5th at PJ’s 
Courthouse in Sycamore.  Cocktails will be at 6 
and dinner at 6:30.  Please join us for food and 
fun!  PJ’s will do separate checks and dinner is on 
your own.  A signup sheet will be available in 
Waterman Hall so please sign up to give us an 
idea of how many are coming.  Bring your 
appetite, and any ideas you may have for future 
LNO’s.   I’m excited to restart St. Peter’s Ladies’ 
Night Out – I’ve missed it!  Hope to see you 
there! 

Judy LaPorta 
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Christian Outreach Committee 

Red Bowl Offering 

UNICEF Child Refugee Efforts will be the designated 
organization for the October Red Bowl Offering. 
UNICEF works in more than 190 countries and 
territories to put children first. UNICEF has helped 
save more children’s lives than any other 
humanitarian organization by providing health care 
and immunizations, clean water and sanitation, 
nutrition, education, and emergency relief. The works 
is now facing the biggest refugee and displacement 
crisis since WWII. Across the globe, 50 million 
children have been uprooted, with 28 million fleeing 
brutal conflict and extreme poverty. 90% of donations 
to UNICEF go directly into programs. Please consider 
donating to the October Red Bowl Offering where all 
collected funds will be directed to Child Refugee 
Efforts. 
 
Hope Haven Dinners 

St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the 
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month.  Needed volunteers 
include a chair for each month and persons to prepare 
or purchase food items. Sign-up sheets for each 
month in 2017 are located in Waterman Hall.    Plan 
ahead to help prepare a home-cooked meal for our 
area homeless residents. 
 
Sycamore Food Pantry 

Food items collected at St. Peter’s during October will 
be transported to the Sycamore Food Pantry located 
at the Sycamore United Methodist Church, and 
distributed to needy families in the area.    Please 
include the pantry in your weekly grocery shopping 
trips.  Volunteers are needed to transport donations 
from St. Peter’s to the Sycamore Food Pantry.  This 
can be done on Sunday mornings, before 12 noon, or 
on any weekday.   
 
MEALS ON WHEELS 

Watch for sign-up opportunities to help deliver food 
to our community shut-ins. 

CROP WALK – OCTOBER 15, 2017 

 Jot down the Church World Service CROP Walk for 
Sunday, October 15, and plan to join a team from St. 
Peter’s to walk the DeKalb route. A rest stop at Grace 
Place Campus Ministry is on the route! 
 
Operation Christmas Child 

The Christian Outreach will again be sponsoring 
the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child 

by offering the parishioners of St. Peter’s the 
opportunity to pack a shoebox of gift items. 
Outreach will supply the plastic shoeboxes and 
guidelines for packing a box, and will also cover the 
processing donation. This year we will try to track 
the shoeboxes and see which countries they will end 
up in? Watch for the display in Waterman Hall. 
 
The next meeting of the Christian Outreach 
Committee will be held Wednesday, October 11 at 
12 Noon, in Waterman Hall. Do join us! 

Lynne Roberts 

Lectionary Readings in October 

Sunday, October 1 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Psalm 25:1-8 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 
 
Sunday, October 8 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:7-14 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 
 
Sunday, October 15 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Sunday, October 22 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 45:1-7 
Psalm 96:1-13 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 
 
Sunday, October 29 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
Psalm 1 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46  

 



The Morning Star – Page 4 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

OCTOBER 2017 Birthdays 

   1    Jacquelynn Drake 
   2   Joseph Brown 
   3   Juanita Burke 
   3   Kristen Borre 
   4   Nancy Castle 
   4   Ann Zimmerman Wilt 
   5   Barbara Hulseburg 
   7   Bob O’Keefe 
   9   Bob Beatty 
 14   Larry Dirst 
 18   Danielle Blakeslee 
 21   Henry Burgweger III 
 21   Philip Montgomery 
 23   Heather Lamb 
 23   Cynthia Vain 
 23   Hannah Hill 
 26   Michael Blakeslee 
 26   John Hulseburg 
 27   Gerald Dettloff  
 27   John Vain 
 28   Bob Drake 
 29   Tamara Newquist 
 30   Bill Nicklas 
 

OCTOBER 2017Anniversaries 

 3    Nicholas and Amanda Klein 
 6    David and Anne Ovitz Ayres 
 6    Howard and Tamara Newquist 
 9    Al and Anneliese Masco 
11    Dan and Jenny Sidmore 
11    Shannon and Mitch Egler 
16   Chris and Denielle Noe 
19   Bob and Raynette Beatty 
23   Robert and Shirley Hamill 
 

October Parish Calendar 

Sunday, Oct. 1   17th Sunday of Pentecost   
7:30 am & 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 
9:00 am – 9:45 am: Adult Christian Education 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 
8:30 am – Morning Prayer 
4:00 pm – Daisy Scouts 
6:30 pm – Stage Coach Players 
Saturday, Oct. 7 
Noon – D.A.R. Meeting 
 

 

Sunday, Oct. 8   18th Sunday after Pentecost 
7:30 am & 10:00 am – Holy Eucharist 
9:00 am – 9:45 am: Adult Christian Education 
10:00 am – 10:30 am: Children Christian Education 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 
9:30 am - Book Club 
2:00 pm – Oak Crest Community, Holy Eucharist 
Wednesday, Oct. 11 
8:30 am - Morning Prayer 
9:30 am – Prayer Shawl Knitters 
4:00 pm - Daisy Scouts 
Sunday, Oct. 15   19th Sunday of Pentecost   
7:30 am & 10:00 am – Holy Eucharist 
9:00 am – 9:45: Adult Christian Education 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 
8:30 am - Morning Prayer 
4:00 pm - Daisy Scouts 
Thursday, Oct. 19 
11:00 am – Parish Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm – Stage Coach Players 
7:00 pm – Parish Vestry Meeting 
Saturday, Oct. 21 
7:30 am - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Sunday, Oct. 22   20th Sunday of Pentecost   
7:30 am & 10:00 am –  Holy Eucharist 
9:00 am – 9:45 am: Adult Christian Education 
10:00 am – 10:30 am: Children Christian Education 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour 
6:00 pm – Stage Coach Players 
Wednesday, Oct. 25 
8:30 am - Morning Prayer 
3:00 pm – Hope Haven Dinner drop-off 
4:00 pm-  Daisy Scouts 
Sunday, Oct. 29   21th Sunday of Pentecost   
Pumpkin Fest 
9am  - Holy Eucharist 
 
 
 
 

Parish Register 
Baptisms 

Emmitt Jay Kulakowski 
Sept. 17, 2017 

 

Deaths  

Walena Price Radell 
Sept. 2, 2017 
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Sondra King Memorial CROP Hunger 
Walk Coming Soon! 

The DeKalb County North (Sondra King 
Memorial) Crop walk will be here before you 
know it. Sunday, October 15, is the date and the 
walk will step off from Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in DeKalb once again. We need walkers 
and donors to help us help others! 

Church work Service is the organization which 
originated the CROP Hunger Walks almost 30 
years ago, and DeKalb County has been involved 
every since that time. Before the walk, grain was 
harvested, gleaned and shipped torn or where 
need for food was dire. We continue that 
honorable tradition every year through our 
participation in the CROP Hunger overseas to 
areas of the world which were war-Walk. Brief 
facts about hunger: 

795 million people around the world do not have 
enough food to lead a healthy life. 

66 million elementary school age children attend 
school hungry. 

Around the world, hunger kills more people than 
AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis combined. 

Locally, all the agencies which serve people in 
need and which provide food (such as Hope 
Haven, Safe Passage, and VAC-Meals on Wheels) 
are at capacity and have waiting lists. (25% of the 
funds we raise are used locally to support these 
agencies as well as Barb Food Mart, Bethlehem 
Food Pantry, and the Sycamore Food Pantry). 

To make a donation or to register to walk, go to 
http://www.crophungerwalk/dekalbil. 

Last year, St Peters raised $4930 of the walk’s 
$28,000total and we raised the most money out 
of all the church-affiliated groups! With your help, 
we can do it again. 

To get involved, contact Jean Evans at 
jeannied431@gmail.com or Anne Hulsey at 
andhulsey@gmail.com or contact 
walkcoordinators@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

The Project at Elmwood Cemetery 

The project to make necessary repairs and 
renovations to the gravesites of four of our 
former priests and the James Waterman family 
has now been concluded. With the contributions 
that were received, we were able to: 
 

a. Scrub and clean the gravestones, which 

made a huge difference in their 

appearance, 

b. Create a new cement base for Fr. and Mrs. 

Weichlein’s gravestones and move them to 

a more suitable location, 

c. Repair and paint the flower urn at the 

graves of the Waterman family.  

And now, the large stone that marks the 
Waterman gravesite was recently engraved with 
the names of our benefactors. Until this time, the 
graves have had only a small marker for each 
family member with initials. We hope that you 
will agree that this is an excellent improvement 
and that the parish’s action in completing this 
project is both a responsibility and an honor. 
 
Please consider a visit to Elmwood Cemetery this 
Fall and see the improvements that we have 
made. You don’t know where the graves of the 
Waterman family or the Reverends Emenheiser, 
Sorenson, Burke, and Weichlein are located? See 
Jane Ovitz, John Boies, or Barbara Weaver and 
you’ll be able to arrange a tour. 

 

 

 

http://www.crophungerwalk/dekalbil
mailto:jeannied431@gmail.com
mailto:andhulsey@gmail.com
mailto:walkcoordinators@yahoo.com
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Father Weichlein’s Pocket Watch 
 

During the summer, Frank Weichlein, who 
resides in Michigan made a trip to Wisconsin. As 
he was returning home, he stopped in Sycamore 
in order to visit the graves of his grandparents. In 
appreciation for our efforts in repairing the 
Weichlein’s gravesite, Frank gifted us with Fr. 
Weichlein’s pocket watch. The watch is visible in 
several photographs that we have. Perhaps 
parishioners who were at St. Peter’s during Fr. 
Weichlein’s tenure will also recollect seeing the 
watch. 
 
The pocket watch has been recently cleaned and 
is now displayed in the bookcase in Waterman 
Hall. Please take a moment to view it and 
remember Fr. Weichlein and his wife, Lily, and 
their many years of service to our parish. 
 
Our gratitude is extended to the Weichlein family 
for honoring us with this gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers and 

Sanctuary Candles  

To dedicate Altar Flowers or a 
Sanctuary Candle for a Sunday in 2017, 
please sign up on the reservation sheets 
on the bulletin board just outside the 

Parish Office. Then fill out the dedication form and 
turn it in to the office.  

 

The Morning Star    
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Parish Office Hours:  
                9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Monday through Friday. 
 
Newsletter Circulation Staff   
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno, Pat Burgweger, 
Helen Beamish, Nancy Franke  

Deadline for Submission of Articles:  
5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email your articles to 
office@sycamorestpeters.org or place them in the Parish Office 
mailbox in Waterman Hall by the 15th of the month. All articles 
are subject to editing for length and clarity. 
 

Email subscriptions 
You may receive the Morning Star by email by sending a 
message to office@sycamorestpeters.org. 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
The Revd. James Clement Interim Rector 
         jclement@sycamorestpeters.org 
The Revd. Desiree Goodale Deacon 
         gjm89dgm@gmail.com 

Audre Kurowski   Organist 
Anita Biletzky Interim Parish Administrator 
          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in the office: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper 
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org  
          Days in the office: Monday, Wednesday 

 
The Parish Vestry  
Bill Nicklas, Senior Warden 815-981-6611 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Judy Dettloff 815-895-4225 
Steve Guziec 630-677-2070 
Jack Frost 772-631-4464 
Lynne Roberts 815-895-4196 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain 815-899-1124 

 

The Parish Vision Statement 

Red doors open for growth and renewal, where we 
find ourselves and others transformed. 

The Parish Mission Statement 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy 
Spirit, nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 
reaching out to our communities and God’s world.

 
 

mailto:jclement@sycamorestpeters.org
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
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Vestry Notes, September 21, 2017 
 
Agenda 
1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Father Jim Clement at 7:05 p.m. with evening prayers. In attendance were Senior 
Warden Bill Nicklas, Junior Warden Anita Biletzky, Treasurer John Vain, and other Vestry members Lynne Roberts, Judy 
Dettloff, Barb Weaver, Bronwyn Burgweger, and Clerk Donna Hill.  
Jane Ovitz, Pat Klein, Nancy Franke, and Judy LaPorta were in attendance as guests.  
Open Forum. 
Pat Klein asked if the Vestry would open a conversation with the congregation about the possibility of having one 
Sunday service all year round. The Vestry agreed that the matter would be raised at the Annual Meeting and in the 
interim the congregation will be invited to let their feelings be known. Jane Ovitz complemented the ECW for the fine 
effort at the Maggie Pierce memorial service and at the funeral luncheon for the family and of Walena Price Radell.  
Committee Reports 
Finance Committee and Treasurer's Report. John Vain presented the Treasurer's Report. There was some discussion 
about how the summer exterior and interior improvements were financed. John explained the sources for those 
improvements, and matched them with the uses. 
 
Building & Grounds Report. Pat Klein reported that the painting of the Wetzel house will proceed with a new painter, 
Top Shelf. The work is to start by October. There was some discussion about the estimated cost. The original bid did not 
include the paint. It's possible that the two bids may be similar, but the overall cost has to have an adequate funding 
source for payments. John Vain will be working on some options.  
Anita reported that two bids were received for cleaning. The Vestry talked about expanding the list of the cleaning tasks, 
and the frequency of the cleaning. Anita will seek several additional bids, and invite the original bidders to expand their 
lists as discussed. The Vestry will then consider what the church budget can reasonably absorb. 
 
Caregivers Committee. Minutes of the September 18 meeting were distributed by Lynne Roberts. 
 
Christian Outreach Committee. Minutes of the September 20 meeting were distributed by Lynne Roberts. The 
Committee has busy fall plans. They will support the Crop Walk and Feed my Starving Children, as well as Operation 
Christmas Child (which packs non-edible items such as school supplies for distribution worldwide). Search Committee. 
Judy LaPorta reported that the parish profile and OTM have been posted with the Diocese and there has not yet been a 
candidate response.  
 
 Interim Rector's Report. Father Jim outlined the Fall Christian Education program which will begin October 8 and is 
offered to adults and children of the parish. These lessons will be offered on Sundays. The adult program will run 
between 9:00 and 9:45 a.m. for six consecutive Sundays; the children’s portion will be offered two Sundays a month 
from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. 
Father Jim also reported that the Church will be posting one position--office manager--in place of the two part-time 
positions, for a total of 20 hours per week at $11 per hour. Also, our organist, Audre Kurowski will be leaving at the end 
of October. A permanent replacement will not be sought until a permanent rector is hired. In the meantime, the 
organist duties will be assumed by Larry Dirst and a number of supply organists.  
Father Jim also asked for the Vestry's permission for Linda Boothe to use Waterman Hall on June 23, 2018 for a wedding 
reception. The permission was granted.  
Father Jim reported that the process of discernment by Steve Guziec has come to an end. 
 
Old Business.Delegates to the Annual Convention (October 17-18). Larry Dirst, Anita Biletzky and John Vain have offered 
to serve as delegates. Barbara Weaver may also serve as an alternate.  
New Business--None 
Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.                  
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“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 


