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The Morning Star                                      September  2017

Fall 2017 

It is that time of year when we get back to a 

regular routine. I hope everyone had an enjoyable 

summer season? School classes have begun and the 

parish returns to its regular worship schedule. Pretty 

soon, the weather will begin to get cooler. It is a 

season for change and a new beginning.  

 

Christian Education Program 
 

I am happy to introduce our Fall Christian 

Education program for the parish family, 

commencing in October until December 17, 2017. 

This program is offered for both adults and children, 

ages 4-9, as well as our guests. The adult program 

and the children’s program will meet at differing 

dates and times. I refer you to the program schedule 

found in this edition of the newsletter. The dates 

and times may be found on the calendar of the 

parish website as well.  

 
Adult Program 
 

The adult program will begin Sunday, 

October 1, at 9:00 a.m. until 9:45 a.m., in Waterman 

Hall. The first curriculum of the adult program is 

the six-week video study series, Moses: In the 

Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet, hosted by Adam 

Hamilton. Pastor Hamilton is a master at explaining 

questions of faith in a down-to-earth fashion. In this 

particular series, he explores the sites of Moses’ life 

from the Nile River to the Reed Sea (a portion of 

the Red Sea), from Mt. Sinai to the desert 

wilderness. Using historical information, 

archaeological data, and biblical texts, Hamilton 

guides us in the footsteps of this reluctant prophet 

who blazed a trail of faith. Activities, Bible study, 

and discussion follow each video presentation. 

 

The second curriculum, Way of Life, will be 

offered as our Advent study. The first lesson will 

take place Sunday, November 26. Comprising of a 

four-week curriculum, this video study is based on 

the book, The Great Spiritual Migration, by Brian 

McLaren. More details about this series will be 

published in a subsequent Morning Star newsletter.   

 
Children’s Program 
 

The program for the young persons of the 

parish, ages 4-9, is conducted on a different date 

and time schedule than the adult program. Their 

curriculum will be the animated video study series, 

Deep Blue: Learn and Serve!, beginning Sunday, 

October 8, at 10:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. The 

lessons will take place in classroom one, downstairs 

in the Parish Hall. This curriculum is designed to 

help children learn about God and what it means to 

be a follower of Jesus. Various lessons guide 

participants through Bible stories and opportunity to 

serve as disciples in the classroom, the local 

community, and the world.  

With this curriculum, children will explore 

various areas of the world, such as Guatemala, 

Kenya, Alaska, and Armenia, as they dive deep into 

God’s Word together. Awe-inspiring lessons 

incorporate adventure, arts and crafts, storytelling, 

and active games, which lead children into a living-

faith experience that will help them discover further 

what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today.  

The Children’s Program is scheduled to be 

held for two Sundays of each month: Oct. 8, 22; 

Nov. 5, 19; Dec. 3,17. Each lesson will be 

approximately 30 minutes in length of time, with 

children joining the congregation at the Peace-

Announcement time of worship in the church. 

Parish families with children of this age group will 

receive a letter outlining the curriculum and lesson 
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schedule. Included in this letter will be a 

registration card to be sent back to the church office.  

 

    Change in Office Staff 
 

It is with sadness that I announce Catherine 

Carroll has resigned her position with the office 

staff due to personal reasons. Catherine has been an 

integral part of our common life together at the 

parish these past four years. She has decided that 

now is the time to make this change in order to 

spend more time with and care for her family. We 

will miss her, and we wish her well. In her letter to 

me and the parish family, which is posted on the 

bulletin board in the parish hallway, she expressed 

the following thoughts: 
  

I have enjoyed my time among the 

members of St. Peter’s and have 

been pleased to serve as the parish 

secretary and assistant to clergy, 

vestry and anyone who dropped by 

the office. I quickly felt welcome 

and was happy to share in the life 

of the parish at a number of special 

services and celebratory events 

during my four years at St. 

Peter’s . . . . . I want you to know I 

will continue to remember you and 

carry you in my prayers.   
 

We offer to Catherine and her husband, 

Peter, all our best wishes. They will continue to be 

remembered by us and carried in our prayers. Thank 

you, Catherine! 

Anita Biletzky has agreed to take up this 

position on an interim basis. She will help with 

office responsibilities on various days during the 

week until a new office staff arrangement and 

position is established.  

 

Building upgrades to Church/Parish Hall 
 

As we look forward to a new fall season, 

this is a good time to make everyone aware of work 

that has been done, or scheduled to be done, in the 

church and parish hall buildings. With the help of 

various committees, the vestry set the goal of 

implementing needed upgrades for the future life of 

this parish. These projects were funded by carryover 

from special and memorial accounts, as well as by 

individual contributions. The following work was 

done, 

In the Parish Hall: nursery relocation – 

painting and carpeting of the new room; stairwell to 

lower level – painting and new carpet; upper and 

lower stairwells – new electrical outlets and 

receptacles; upper stairwell and Skyroom – painting 

and cleaning; upper level restrooms – improved 

lighting and fan controls installed; lower level 

restroom – painting and new toilet installed.  

In the Church building: improved existing 

electrical receptacles and installed additional 

receptacles; improved heating and air conditioning 

systems.  

Exterior lighting around both buildings have 

been updated. Scheduled work consists of a new 

fence for the rectory yard and improving the interior 

lighting of the sanctuary and nave of the church.  
Fr. Jim  

 

Search Committee Update:  

After much prayer and thoughtful reflection the 
Search Committee has completed the OTM and the 
parish profile. These documents are being sent to 
the diocese. Once there the diocese will officially 
post the job opening. Typically the job posting is 
open for up to 8 weeks. Once we have received the 
resumes of the applicants we will start the interview 
process.   

Please continue to pray so that we may have a 
successful conclusion to our search for a new rector. 

Phil Montgomery  
Search Committee Co-Chair 

 

Christian Outreach Committee 

Red Bowl Offering 

There was no collection for the Red Bowl Offering 
during the month of July. $100 was received and 
will remain undesignated at this point.  
 
Feed My Starving Children, our September 
designated Red Bowl Offering organization is a 
non-profit Christian organization committed to 
feeding God’s children hungry in body and spirit. 
Children and adult volunteers hand-pack meals 
specifically formulated for malnourished children, 
and ship the meals to nearly  70 countries around 
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the world. Each meal costs about $50 and the Red 
Bowl Offering will help support the Children’s 
Mobile Pack event in Sycamore. 
 
St. Peter’s has developed a day and time availability 
for those who would like to volunteer. The 
volunteer project is held at the Suter Company off 
Bethany Road. Please arrive 15 minutes early and 
stay the entire time of your shift. Contact Anne 
Hulsey before August 25, andhulsey@gmail.com, or 
call at 815 621 7857 to volunteer. Information can 
also be obtained by calling the Suter Company in 
Sycamore. 
 
Thursday, Nov 9: 4p-6p/7p-9p 
Friday, Nov 10: 9-11a/noon-2p/3-5p/6-8p 
Saturday, Nov 11: 9-11a/noon-2p/3-5p/6-8p 
Sunday, Nov 12 9-11a/noon-2p/3-5p/6-8p 
 
 

Hope Haven Dinners 

St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the 
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month.  Needed volunteers 
include a chair for each month and persons to 
prepare or purchase food items. Sign-up sheets for 
each month in 2017 are located in Waterman Hall.    
Plan ahead to help prepare a home-cooked meal for 
our area homeless this fall!  
 
 

Sycamore Food Pantry 

Food Pantry donations are being stored out of view 
in the old nursery, in order to keep Waterman Hall 
tidy. Food donations during the month of August 
will be donated to Grace Place Campus Ministry. 
Look for a unique “top ten” list proved by Rev. Amy 
Fallon and the students of Grace Palace at NIU in 
an August bulletin. Donations will resume for the 
Sycamore Food pantry in the month of September..  
 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

Thank you to all parishioners who volunteered their 
time and driving skills to deliver meals to our 
community shut-ins. Your effores were greatly 
appreciated by all!

 
 
 

CROP WALK – 

 OCTOBER 15, 2017 

Turn your calendars to October and put down the 
Church World Service CROP Walk for Sunday, 
October 15. Plan to join a team from St. Peter’s to 
walk the DeKalb route. A rest stop at Grace Place 
Campus Ministry is on the route! The Christian 
Outreach committee will be donating snacks for the  
 
Grace Place Campus Ministry rest stop to support 
our Episcopal students at NIU. 
 

The next meeting  of the Christian Outreach 
Committee will be held Wednesday, September 20 
at 12 Noon, in Waterman Hall.  

Please feel free to join us! 

Lynne Roberts 

 

Lectionary Readings  

in September 

 

 

Sunday, September 3 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Psalm 26:1-8 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 
 
Sunday, September 10 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 

mailto:andhulsey@gmail.com
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Sunday, September 17 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103:1-13 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 
 
Sunday, September 24 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jonah 3:10-4:11 
Psalm 145:1-8 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-6  

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

September 2017 

Birthdays 

6  Thomas Klein 
 6  Shannon Egler 
 8  Larry Smith  
 8  Bob Saxer 
 9  Nicholas Kates 
 11 Brandy Belling 
 13 Robert A. Wilson 
 16 Jack Frost 
 17  Kristin Hill 
  18  Jack Burke 
 18  Gretchen Boies 
 19  Alex Hill 
 20  Dylan Laub 
 20  Ryan Laub 
 21  Elizabeth Adamczyk 
 22  Barbara Jo Koehnke 
 23  Shirley Hamill 
 26 Logan Egler 
 26  Kara O’Keefe 
 27  Linda Boynton 
 30  Brady Shea 

Anniversaries 

1  Joshua and Beata Boies 
12  Ryan and Kristin Hill 
21  Donald and Anne Hulsey 
21  John and Laura Hulseberg 
29  Adam and Ashley Kirsopp 

 

 

September Parish Calendar 

Sunday, Sept 3  13th Sunday of Pentecost   
7:30am & 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour 
Tuesday, Sept 5 
9:30 am - Book Club 
Wednesday, Sept 6 
8:30 am - Morning Prayer 
11:00 am - Maggie Peirce Memorial Service 
4:00 pm - Daisy Scouts 
 
Sunday, Sept 10  14th Sunday of Pentecost   
7:30am & 10:00-  am Holy Eucharist 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour 
Monday, Sept 11 
7:00 pm - Buildings & Grounds Meeting 
Tuesday, Sept 12 
2:00 pm - Oak Crest Holy Eucharist 
Wednesday, Sept 13 
8:30 am - Morning Prayer 
9:30 am-  Prayer Shawl Knitters 
4:00 pm - Daisy Scouts 
Saturday, Sept 16 
7:30 am - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
 
Sunday, Sept 17  15th Sunday of Pentecost   
7:30-  Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am - Holy Baptism 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour 
Wednesday, Sept 20 
8:30 am - Morning Prayer 
4:00 pm-  Daisy Scouts 
Thursday, Sept 21 
11:00 am-  Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm - Vestry Meeting 
Saturday, Sept 23 
1:00 pm - Stage Coach Players Auditions 
 
Sunday, Sept 24  16th Sunday of Pentecost   
7:30 & 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 
11:00 am-  Coffee Hour 
1:00 pm   Stage Coach Players Auditions 
Wednesday, Sept 5 
8:30 am-  Morning Prayer 
3:00pm - Hope Haven Dinner Drop Off 
4:00 pm - Daisy Scouts 
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Reminder: Parish Calendar Updates 

The Parish Calendar is now on the Parish Website. 
That  calendar  is updated on a regular basis. 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 

Prayer Corner         

 

 For the Search Committee 

We pray for our Search Committee as they assess 
the needs of our congregation and evaluate 
candidates for Rector. Grant them open minds, 
perceptive hearts, balance and integrity in their 
work together, responsiveness to all points of view 
and unity of purpose. Help them to recognize that 
your guiding hand is in their midst ready to reveal 
that which they should do. Help them to listen and 
respond with open hearts, to the honor and praise 
of your Name. Amen. 
 

For the Parish 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in 
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish 
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, 
and restore the penitent. Grant us all things 
necessary for our common life, and bring us all to 
be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For Quiet Confidence 

O God of peace, you have taught us that in 
returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness 
and confidence shall be our strength: By the might 
of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, 
where we may be still and know that you are God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Nursery 
Schedule for 
September 2017    

 

3  Cindy Vain and Nancy Franke 
10 Nancy Franke and Jenny Sidmore 
17 Nancy Franke and Larry Dirst 
24 Nancy Franke and Jean Evans 

October 

1 Cindy Vain and Nancy Franke 

 
 

Parish Register 

Deaths 

Margaret “Maggie” Peirce 
Sycamore, IL 

 

 

Parish Notes 

A Note about Hospital Visitations: 

 If you would like for the parish office and clergy to 
be aware of a planned or emergency admittance 
into a hospital, please contact the office. Due to the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA) and the recent merger between 
Kishwaukee Hospital and Northwestern in Dekalb, 
it is becoming more difficult for the office to inquire 
about a person admitted in hospital. Increasingly, 
hospitals have stopped inquiring about a person’s 
religious affiliation during admittance.      

Address and Phone Updates 

The Rev. Amy Fallon has accepted a new position in 
The Diocese of St. Louis.  Here is her new contact 
information: 

The Rev. Amy Fallon 
412 E. Harrison Street 
Kirksville, MO  63501 
Cell: 815 901 3614  

NOTE: September Newsletter Early Print Date 

Because of changes in the office staff schedules, this 
newsletter  was printed on August 15. 

  

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/


The Morning Star – Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers and 

Sanctuary Candles  

To dedicate Altar Flowers or a 
Sanctuary Candle for a Sunday in 2017, 
please sign up on the reservation sheets 
on the bulletin board just outside the 

Parish Office. Then fill out the dedication form and 
turn it in to the office.  

 

The Morning Star    
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-Friday 
Newsletter Staff 

The Rev. James Clement Publisher 
Catherine Carroll Editor 
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno, 
Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy Franke  Circulation 

Deadline for Submission of Articles 

5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email your articles to 
office@sycamorestpeters.org or place them in the Parish Office 
mailbox in Waterman Hall by the 15th of the month. All articles 
are subject to editing for length and clarity. 

Email subscriptions 

You may receive the Morning Star by email by sending a 
message to office@sycamorestpeters.org. 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. James Clement Interim Rector 
         jclement@sycamorestpeters.org 
The Rev. Desiree Goodale Deacon 
          gjm89dgm@gmail.com 
Audre Kurowski   Organist 
 
Catherine Carroll Assistant to the Interim 
          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper 
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org  
          Days in office: Monday, Wednesday 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Bill Nicklas, Senior Warden 815-981-6611 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Judy Dettloff 815-895-4225 
Steve Guziec 630-677-2070 
Jack Frost 772-631-4464 
Lynne Roberts 815-895-4196 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain 815-899-1124 

The Parish Vision Statement 

Red doors open for growth and renewal, where we 
find ourselves and others transformed. 

The Parish Mission Statement 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy 
Spirit, nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 
reaching out to our communities and God’s world. 

 

 

mailto:jclement@sycamorestpeters.org
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
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“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 


