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Special Meeting on Trust Funds
June 17, 2018
As many of you know, we at St. Peter’s have
been blessed with having 3 Trust Funds to help
with funding many operations at the church.
The individuals who initially designed the
Trust Funds 30 years ago did an exemplary job
in defining trust terms and developing
investment parameters. During the last two
annual meetings it was mentioned that the
Trustees and Advisors to the funds have been
exploring investment opportunities that could
potentially provide the church with a
significant increase in income.
Both Larry Smith and John Vain have been
working directly with First Midwest Bank on
potential options for the funds. In reviewing
other non-profit organizations and their design
on a return to the organization, we have
learned that most funds are designed on a Total
Return format. Under this design, the
organization receives a specific percentage
payout of the fund’s average 3 year principal
balance each year. Most funds also engage in a
higher investment ratio of equities versus
bonds. Our current fund design allows the
Trustees/Advisors to invest a maximum of 25%
in equities. Our movement to 25% from 20% in
2017 worked very much in favor of the church.
The issue we have faced is that the current
design only allows the church to realize income
from interest earned on the bonds and
dividends on the equities we hold. As those of
us who experienced the late 1980’s know,
interest rates then were high. Over the past 10

years, low interest rates have worked against
the fund design; and in turn have provided St.
Peter’s with a continued drop in income.
Although the income received reduced, our
equity investments have continued to
significantly grow the funds to levels
significantly higher than our initial investment.
Recognizing a much different market today
versus 30 years ago, the Trustees/Advisors
have agreed on a new design for our funds that
will be based on the Total Return concept.
Under the new design the church will receive
annually 5% of the average principal balance of
the respective funds. Additionally, the design of
the funds will be set to allow the
Trustees/Advisors to invest a greater
percentage of the principal balance in equities.
Collectively, we feel this action will allow the
funds to continue to grow and provide St.
Peter’s to realize a significant increase in
income annually to operate the functions of the
church.
Pursuant to terms of the Trust Funds, the
Vestry has approved the redesign for the St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church Fund and the St.
Peter’s Charitable Memorial Fund. The largest
fund, the Waterman Farm Trust Fund, requires
that 75% of the Voting Members, as defined in
the St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Bylaws,
approve such a change. A special meeting has
been called by the Vestry for this vote to be
held immediately following the church service
on June 17th to review the changes, answer
questions and vote on the change to the design
for the Waterman Farm Trust Fund. A Mail In
Ballot will be sent to all Voting Members, with
instructions.
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As these changes will significantly impact our
church in a very favorable way, we ask that you
please mark your calendars and make every
effort possible to attend this very important
meeting. We do not estimate a long meeting,
but the votes by Voting Members to approve
the change is needed. We are hoping to have all
aspects of the redesign in place by August 1,
2018. Please note that in the case where a
Voting Member does not vote, the action
will result in a “ No” Vote (opposing the
design change).
So that all members are clear on the Bylaw
provision defining Voting Members, the
definition is as follows:
Voting Members: Every adult member of the
Parish in good standing is entitled to vote. A
member is in good standing if he or she has
received Holy Communion in the Church at
least three times during the preceding year
and has otherwise been faithful in corporate
worship, unless for good cause prevented,
and has been faithful in working, praying,
and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of
God; and if his or her name appears on the
books of the Treasurer as having contributed
by pledge or monetary donation to the
operating funds of the Parish during the six
months immediately preceding the meeting;
and in addition, if he or she declares his or
her willingness to conform to the doctrine,
discipline, and worship of The Episcopal
Church. The Clerk keeps a list of qualified
voters in the Parish Register and only those
members listed are allowed to vote. Any
question concerning a person’s eligibility for
voting must be raised before voting begins.
The Rector decides eligibility questions and
his or her decision is final for the purposes of
that meeting and any adjournment thereof.
The Rector may consider personal service
and circumstances in determining eligibility.
Respectfully,
Larry Smith
John T. Vain
John Castle

Bill Nicklas John Boies
Jane Ovitz
Barbara Koehnke

The Waterman Family
Two portraits hang in the Parish Hall. You’ve
probably had some occasion to view these and
have noted that they represent James S. (18201883) and Abbie L. Waterman (1829 -1888). A
large portrait of George Douglas Waterman
(1848-1856) is found along the stairway
leading to the parish library. Douglas was the
son of James and his first wife, Mary Ferson
Waterman. There were no other Waterman
children.
What did James and Abbie do for St. Peter’s
Church that warrants this attention and
consideration?
It was not until 1856 that an Episcopal Church
existed in Sycamore. In October of that year the
Diocese of Illinois at their annual convention
founded a parish here. Soon after this, the first
St. Peter’s Church was built on land that was
donated by the Watermans. Later the family
gave the land upon which a rectory was built.
Through those early years the parish grew and
by 1878, it was desirable that a new church be
built. The Watermans gave the entire amount
necessary for the construction of our present
church building. The cost was $19,000. That
may not seem like a whole lot of money.
However, this represented what in present-day
dollars would be about $450,000.
At his death, Mr. Waterman gave a sizable cash
donation to the parish and at her death, Mrs.
Waterman donated her home and property for
the establishment of an Episcopal school that
was named Waterman Hall School for Girls. A
farm was also bequeathed to St. Peter’s Church
which was sold and the funds invested in the
Waterman Farm Trust. This endowment is now
valued at over one-million dollars. Through
many years the distribution from this trust has
supported the church in its general funds, in
the maintenance and renovation of its
buildings and grounds, and in providing funds
for outreach. Please study the article in this
newsletter concerning this distribution.
When one looks at the rectors who served our
church during the lifetime of the Watermans,
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we can only be impressed by the excellence of
the priests who came to this small town on the
Illinois prairie. It is not difficult to assume that
Mr. and Mrs. Waterman prevailed upon the
Bishop of Illinois to place persons of great
ability at St. Peter’s.
Last year we initiated a project to make repairs
to the gravesites of the Watermans and of the
four priests who are buried in Elmwood
Cemetery. We were able to clean the
gravestones; relocate Mrs. Lily Weichlein’s
stone to a more suitable location; repair the
flower urn at the Waterman grave; and to place
engraving on the Waterman gravestone that
provides their names and identifies them as the
benefactors of St. Peter’s Church.
We sincerely appreciate all who contributed to
this effort, Larry Dirst, Jane Ovitz, Barb
Weaver and John Boies. We would like to
conclude the project by repairing a stone step
that leads to the graves of the Waterman
family, to have the family markers set upon
proper foundations, and to level the ground
and re-seed the site.
Normally, the Waterman family would be
responsible for the maintenance of the
gravesite. However, with the death of Abbie in
1888, this branch of the Waterman family
ended. St. Peter’s Church family is now the
family of the Watermans. They deserve
continued consideration by the people of St.
Peter’s.
We are appreciative that this project has been
designated as a Red Bowl effort for the month
of June. A contribution of any amount is
valued. Donations may be mailed to the church
office or placed in the Red Bowl; envelopes will
be provided. We hope that this year we may
conclude this effort and that the graves of the
family will reflect the respect which they
deserve. We thank God for the gift of these
benefactors to our parish family. We thank
James and Abbie Waterman for their
stewardship of St. Peter’s Church which has
enabled us to continue to fulfill the ministry
that God has entrusted to us through more
than 160 years.

Parishioners and friends are invited to visit the
gravesites of the Waterman family and of the
four priests of the parish in Elmwood
Cemetery. In this way, you may understand
exactly what we have already done and what we
wish to accomplish. This will take place on
Sunday, June 10 from 10:45-11:30. Maps
and guides will be available to aide you
in locating the gravesites.
Larry Dirst, Parish Historian

Father Clement
Our interim priest, “Father Jim” has been
called as rector of Trinity Church in
Fredonia New York. His last day with us
will be June 24th. Father Jim has served us
faithfully and ministered to our needs since
November of 2016. As an interim priest he
has led us to make needed changes,
encouraged our growth, and provided solace
to those in need. He has kept us moving
forward and prepared us for the future.
Thank you, Fr. Jim for all you have done
while at St. Peter’s. We wish you all the best
in your new calling. You will be missed.

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT
Once a month the ladies of St. Peter’s get
together for cocktails and dinner. We typically
will meet on a Wednesday or Thursday night at
a local restaurant. Date and location are
decided at dinner and an e-mail is sent to each
lady in the directory. A Signup sheet is in
Waterman Hall. Come join us for a night out –
the food is good and there is much laughter we’d love to have you!
For information or questions, please call Judy
LaPorta at 815-970-2015.
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Vestry Minutes April 19, 2018
As approved at the May meeting
Present: Phil Montgomery, Anita Biletzky,
Barbara Weaver, John Boies, Judy Dettloff,
Henry Vincent, Bronwyn Burgweger, Fr. Jim
Clement and John Vain, Treasurer
Absent: Donna Hill
Visitors: Nancy Franke, Lynn Roberts, and
Jane Ovitz
The meeting was called to order at 7:00
p.m. by Fr. Jim, who led the Vestry in an
opening prayer.
Minutes of the previous meeting were
approved without correction. The agenda for
the meeting was accepted.
During the Open Forum, Jane Ovitz offered
the information that refreshments would be
furnished for the family of Linda Hartlep both
before and then following her funeral on
Friday, April 20.
The Finance Committee met on Tuesday,
April 17. John Vain reported that there are no
concerns with the budget at this time. Liane
O’Keefe has been requested to review the
current monthly rent for the Wetzel and Nolan
House properties in order that the Vestry can
then determine whether an increase is
warranted.
An audit of the parish’s finances for 2017 is to
be prepared. The last audit was completed in
2014. There was discussion whether an audit
by an individual or company is necessary as
opposed to an audit by a committee of the
parish. The diocese has indicated that a
number of parishes are now conducting their
annual audit following a committee format. It
is difficult to identify persons who are
willing/able to perform an audit and the
expense is relatively high. It is possible that we
could utilize both methods on some alternating
basis. It was decided that at this time we will
plan to have an audit completed by an outside
person within the next two months.
The last inventory of the holdings of the parish
was made in 1996. It is both necessary and
desirable that an inventory be made so that

current information is available to present to
our insurer in the event of any loss.
Reports of the performance of our trust funds
shows that they are lower for the first quarter
of 2018. The review of possible changes in the
investment of the three trusts is proceeding
with the intent to convert them to “total return”
trusts.
The parish has been informed that we can
anticipate additional monies from the HinesReit fund in an amount in the range of $9751,300. This will probably occur in August.
Committee reports from Christian Outreach
and the Caregivers were provided in written
form. There is no new information to report
from the Rector Search Committee.
In his report, Fr. Jim expressed appreciation to
all those who assisted in the events of Holy
Week and Easter. A funeral service will be held
at St. Peter’s on April 20 for Linda Hartlep. Fr.
Jim will be absent from the office for a few days
next week. He will return to his duties on April
26 or 27.
Old Business included Fr. Jim’s
recommendation that each Vestryperson be a
member of a committee of the parish. Since the
Vestry has oversight of all committees, this
would allow for closer supervision of the work
and progress of each group.
New Business for the Vestry centered on a
recommendation for the restructuring of the
Building and Grounds Committee. After many
years of service, Pat and Tom Klein resigned
from the committee at the beginning of 2018.
Discussion among Fr. Jim and the wardens
concluded that the efforts of the Building and
Grounds Committee were often directed to the
two rental properties of the parish. In order to
change the focus of the committee, it was
recommended that we separate the Nolan
House and the Wetzel House from the
responsibilities of the B&G Committee. In
future, the renters would bring to the attention
of the parish office any needs they might have
for maintenance or repairs. If the request is
seen as legitimate, the office would then be
charged with providing the names of several
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persons or companies who could be contacted
directly by the renters. Any major project or
repair would still require the approval of the
Vestry.

John Boies questioned the upcoming schedule
for Sunday School meetings in April and May.
Those dates are April 8 and 22 and May 6 and
20, as reported at the February meeting.

By following this procedure, the B&G
Committee would be removed from these types
of concerns. It is hoped that they could then
become a more forward-thinking committee
that can identify the future needs of the parish
and create a plan in regard to the maintenance
of our properties.

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:35 p.m.
and this was accepted.

A proposal for the re-organization of the
Building and Grounds Committee was
presented by Phil Montgomery. This would
entail a) the separation of the rental properties
from the responsibilities of the committee, b)
renters will be instructed to bring any
maintenance concerns to the attention of the
parish office, which will provide them with
direction as to how to find assistance in
correcting the problem, c) the Building and
Grounds Committee will focus on the
renovation and restoration of the parish
properties and present plans to accomplish
identified improvement projects. This
proposal was seconded by Judy Dettloff and
was unanimously accepted by the Vestry.

Acting Vestry Clerk

Henry Vincent questioned whether the amount
of profit from the rental of these two homes
warranted the continued time and efforts of the
parish. He suggested that perhaps the parish
would be better served by the sale of the
properties and the investment of the income
from that sale.

The Red Bowl Offering during the months of
June and July will be for a project at Elmwood
Cemetery. Please read the article located in
this issue of the Morning Star.

Other new business included the
recommendation by Fr. Jim that Larry Dirst be
named the Parish Historian and Judy Dettloff
named the Parish Librarian. Since Larry and
Judy have been closely involved with these
areas for a number of years, it would seem that
to officially recognize them in these roles is
reasonable. In the future, Larry will respond to
any requests by the public for information
about St. Peter’s history. Judy will make
decisions about the books and materials that
will be housed in our library. This
recommendation was unanimously approved.

St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th
Wednesday of each month. Needed volunteers
include a chair for each month in 2018 and
persons to prepare or purchase food items.
Sign-up sheets for 2018 are located in
Waterman Hall. Please help the Outreach
Committee provide one meal each month to
our area homeless at Hope Haven.

Fr. Jim led an evening prayer before
concluding the meeting.
Respectfully submitted
Larry Dirst

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Red Bowl Offering
A check for $400, $300 from the Christian
Outreach Committee and $100 from the April
Red Bowl Offering, was sent to Smile Train.
Thank you to everyone who donated to this
international organization offering a
sustainable approach to the medical problem of
cleft lip and palate for children in developing
countries.

HOPE HAVEN DINNERS

SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY
The Sycamore Food Pantry is running low and
faces a difficult summer without our help.
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Please bring a can or two of food to church
each Sunday and the Outreach Committee will
see that it gets to the Sycamore Food Pantry.
Help feed the hungry in our own community by
donating to the Sycamore Food Pantry.
The next meeting of the Christian Outreach
Committee will be held on Wednesday, June 13, 12
noon, in Waterman Hall. Please feel free to join us!

way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one
united people the multitudes brought hither
out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue
with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy
Name we entrust the authority of government,
that there may be justice and peace at home,
and that, through obedience to thy law, we
may show forth thy praise among the nations
of the earth.
In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with
thankfulness,
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in
thee to fail;
all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For Peace Among the Nations

Prayer Corner
For the Parish
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things
in heaven
and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the
careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common
life, and bring us all to be of one heart and
mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For our Country
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land
for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that
we may always prove ourselves a people
mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will.
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound
learning, and pure manners. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion;
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil

Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the
nations of the
world into the way of justice and truth, and
establish among
them that peace which is the fruit of
righteousness, that they
may become the kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving
Spirit may so
move every human heart [and especially the
hearts of the
people of this land], that barriers which divide
us may
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds
cease; that our
divisions being healed, we may live in justice
and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Altar Guild Conference

Lectionary readings for Sundays in
June. The readings may be found at

Thin Spaces:

www.lectionarypage.com
June 3: Second Sunday after Pentecost:
Deuteronomy 5:12-15
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23-3:6
Psalm 81:1-10

Where the Sacred and
Ordinary Meet

June 10: Third Sunday after Pentecost:
Genesis 3:8-15
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3-20-35
Psalm 130
June 17: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost:
Ezekiel 17:22-24
2 Cornithians 5:6, {11-13}, 14-17
Mark 4:26-34
Psalm 92:1-4,11-14
June 24: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost:
Job 38:1-11
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32

June 2, 2018
am

Doors open: 8:00
Registration: 8:30 am
Eucharist: 9:00 am

This year’s conference will focus on the
dedicated service
of the women and men in our altar guilds.
Our speaker, Barbara Kreski, director of
horticultural therapy
at the Chicago Botanic Gardens, will share her
passion for the healing arts.
We all love our gardens - let’s see why!

Church of the Holy Comforter
222 Kenilworth Avenue
Poster
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Kenilworth

Printable Registration
Registration

Online

PARISH SUPPER
St. Peter's family!
Mark your calendar for a parish supper on
Thursday, June 14th. Not that we need
something special to bring us together,
however; we do have something pretty special
to celebrate. First, it is "Flag Day" and we all
do love our flag. Second, it is called Air
Conditioning and we all do love cool air on a
humid or warm day. Wow, if you haven't
experienced our new gifted air conditioning in
Waterman Hall it is pretty grand.
Homemade pulled pork and chicken, plain and
barbecued, will be offered as our main course.
Now, here is the catch! Please bring a favorite
side dish or dessert to accompany the pork or
chicken. If time is a problem to make anything
please remember that stores offer many sides
or desserts ready for your convenience . Nonalcoholic beverages will be provided. If you
would like to partake in an alcoholic beverage,
please bring yourself or to share. St. Peter's
seems to be a sharing community.
Kids, bring your favorite treat or beverage to
share! Let's get together and have a really good
time and start this summer with celebration,
fun and fellowship. If you have a neighbor or
friend that you would like to bring, please do
so. We always have plenty to share and to go
around.
Any questions you may have concerning this
Parish Supper, please give me a call or see me
at church. My home number is (815)899-1124.
Thank you and peace to all,
Cindy Vain
Parish Notes
Graduates

Summer Schedule
A reminder that our summer schedule will begin
on Sunday, June 3rd. One service at 9:00 am will be
offered on Sundays in June, July, and August.

Altar Flowers and
Sanctuary Candles
There are many openings to dedicate Altar Flowers
or a Sanctuary Candle for a Sunday in 2018. Please
sign up on the reservation sheets on the bulletin
board just outside the Parish Office. Your
completed dedication form should then be turned
in to the parish office.

Children’s Christian Education

Our June 3rd coffee hour will be honoring our
recent graduate Reese Hill. Reese is the
daughter of Ryan and Kristin Hill and has
graduated from Sycamore Middle School. We
look forward to acknowledging her
achievements and sharing this information
with the parish.

On May 20th our coffee hour was hosted by the
children in our CCE class. Classes will resume in
September. Thank you to Jean Evans and Jenny
Sidmore for your dedication to our children’s
education.

Nursery
Beginning May 27th our nursery is open for family
use but will not be staffed.
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2nd Call

UTO Spring Update 2018

WANTED: First-time Knitters…Novice
Knitters…Accomplished Knitters.
All are welcome and all are needed.
Your skills and talents are truly gifts
from God and we invite you to share your
talents with others. We invite you to help us
create Prayer Shawls or knitted gifts of your
own choosing for those in our community who
need the love your creations are sure to bring.
The Prayer Shawls and other gifts we
create are blessed by our priest and given to
any and all who need comfort, warmth, caring
and love. Our hope is that, with new knitters
like you on board, we can do more for more
people.
On the second Wednesday of each
month at 9:30 am, several of us meet in
Waterman Hall for prayer, creativity, and
conversation.
Come join us. We need you to help us help
others.
Linda Saxer,…Barbara Weaver, …Helen
Beamish…Susan Frost,…
and others…
PS. If there is a new stitch you hope to learn or
added knitting skills you hope to master, we’re
here to help with that as well.
PPS. Thanks to the skills and talents we share,
we are now able to offer Prayer Shawls for you
to give to your friends and loved ones. Please
join us at our next meeting to learn more

A special thank you to everyone for your
generous gift offering during our UTO
Ingathering. Participation was 30 parishioners
in the form of 10 blue boxes, 1 pain reliever box
and 19 envelopes. Your Gift Offering in the
amount of $792.00 will bless the hearts of
many in need.
In the back of the church you will find
information and blue boxes for your use. Our
next Ingathering will be in the Fall. I invite
everyone to participate in this daily
Thanksgiving. If you have any questions, please
contact me at 815-899-1124 or see me at
church.
In God We Trust, Cindy Vain, UTO Custodian

Remembering
Each Sunday morning during The Prayers of
the People, we remember those in our church
family who are currently serving in the
military. Do you know John Vincent, Jennifer
Guilds, and Quinn Guilds? Let’s become better
acquainted with these young people.
John is the grandson of Henry Vincent. He is a
six-year member of the Air Force. He was in
Troy, Illinois, which is located about 20 miles
east of St. Louis. John grew up in the western
suburbs and is the son of John Henry and
Sandra (Barnheart) Vincent. He was assigned
to the security police. John’s enlistment has
recently ended and he has returned to civilian
life.
Jennifer Guilds is well known to many St.
Peter’s parishioners since she grew up in our
parish as the daughter of Don and Anne Hulsey
and the sister of Dan. Jen entered the military
after her graduation from Genoa High School
and is now completing four years of service.
She is a staff sergeant in the Air Force where
she is charged with listening to and translating
the Arabic language. Jen’s husband is Quinn
Guilds. He is a Petty Officer 2nd class in the
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Navy and is now finishing three and one-half
years in the military. Quinn is a deploying
linguist aboard naval vessels.
The Guilds reside in Augusta, GA. They will be
making decisions soon about whether they
wish to re-enlist. Whenever they do return to
civilian life, they will seek a profession where
they can help others, particularly in the fitness
industry.
Through The Prayers of the People we
demonstrate our concern and affection for
John, Jennifer, and Quinn. May God send His
blessing upon them and all who serve our
country in the armed forces.
Larry Dirst, Parish Historian
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1
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8
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17
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26
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John Castle
Barbara Weaver
Brooke Lee Koehnke
Oscar John Boies
Allie Marie Drake
Patricia Klein
David Potter
Rick Johnson
Janice Abizaid
Erik Zimmerman
Patricia Knudsen
David Kim Roberts
Shela Lahey
Caden Edward Carrier

Larry Dirst
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2
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Interim Rector

Phil Montgomery, Senior Warden
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden
Bronwyn Burgweger
Judy Dettloff
Henry Vincent
John Boies
Donna Hill
Barbara Weaver
John Vain, Treasurer
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John & Cindy Vain
LaMont & Joan Mommer
Steve & Kathy Reid
Daniel & Shannan Harley
Albert & Allison Agha

The Parish Vision Statement

**************************

The Parish Mission Statement

Red doors open for growth and renewal, where we
find ourselves and others transformed.

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy
Spirit, nurturing the burdened and the joyous,
reaching out to our communities and God’s world
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“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19
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