The Morning Star

September 2018

Parish Picnic
We couldn’t have asked for a better day for our
annual parish picnic! It was a hot one, but a
beautiful breeze came through the trees at
Quartermoon Farm just for us, making it a very
pleasant day.
A big Thank You to the Burgweger family for
hosting this wonderful event.
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Sycamore Food Pantry

Red Bowl Offering

Thank you to everyone who made special
donations to the “Feed Our Sheep” campaign to
help fill the Sycamore Food Pantry shelves this
summer. The Outreach Committee made two
large deliveries of food donations to the pantry,
which helped to feed our community members
in need. Please keep the Food Pantry in mind
as you complete your weekly shopping. Copies
of the “Top Ten List: for the pantry needs can
still be found at the back of the church and in
Waterman Hall.

The Red Bowl Offering during the months of
June and July was collected for the Elmwood
Cemetery Project. A total of $415, $300 from
the Outreach Committee and $110 from the
June and July Red Bowl Offerings was
transferred into the Elmwood Cemetery Project
account. Donations can still be made to the
Elmwood Cemetery Project. Watch for a Fall
guided tour through Elmwood Cemetery
offered by Larry Dirst and the Elmwood
cemetery Project Committee.
There was no Red Bowl Offering during the
month of August.
September’s Red Bowl Offering will be donated
to Feed My Starving Children. Feed My
Starving Children is a non-profit Christian
organization committed to feeding God’s
children hungry in body and spirit. Children
and adult volunteers hand pack meals
specifically formulated for malnourished
children, and ship meals directly to nearly 70
countries around the world. Each case of meals
costs about $50 and the September Red Bowl
Offering will help support and purchase food
for the November Children’s Mobile Pack event
held at the Suter Company in Sycamore. Please
help support this cause by donating funds to
the September Red Bowl Offering or by
volunteering to help pack meals at the Suter
Company.
Hope Haven Dinners
St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th
Wednesday of each month. Needed volunteers
include a chair for each month remaining in
2018 and persons to prepare or purchase food
items. Sign-up sheets for 2018 are located in
Waterman Hall. Please help the Outreach
Committee provide one meal each month to
our area homeless at Hope Haven.
The Outreach Committee is looking for easy,
inexpensive recipes for our Hope Haven
Dinners. If anyone has any recipes to share,
please put them in the Outreach mailbox.
Thank you!

Meals on Wheels
Thank you to all fifteen St. Peter’s parishioners
who volunteered to deliver meals to our
community shut-ins during the month of
August, offering a hot meal, a cold lunch, and a
greeting. Your time and efforts were greatly
appreciated!
Crop Walk

October 14, 2018

Turn your calendars to October and write down
the Crop Walk on Sunday, October 14. Plan to
join the team from St. Peter’s, named
saintpetersrocks, or become a sponsor for one
of the walkers. The First Congregational
Church of DeKalb is the host church, and the
beginning and ending for the Crop walk. NIU’s
Grace Place might also be a rest stop. Watch
the October newsletter for details!
The next meeting of the Outreach
Committee will be held on Wednesday,
September 12th, 12 Noon in Waterman
Hall. Please feel free to join us!
Parish Library
In cleaning and organizing the parish library, a
number of items have been identified that we
do not wish to keep or of which we have many
copies. These items have been placed on a table
in Waterman Hall, where they will be displayed
until October 1. Parishioners are urged to take
anything that is of interest to them. There are
photographs from past events in which you
may find yourself, a relative, or a friend. Please
take these to keep or to share with others.
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St. Peter’s Book Club
St. Peter’s Book Club meets the first Tuesday
each month. September’s meeting will be on
September 4th at 9:30 am and discussion will
be on the book The Language of Flowers by
Vanessa Diffenbaugh.

Christian Education for Children
Christian Education for the children of St.
Peter’s (ages 3-12) will commence on Sunday,
September 16 during the 9:00 a.m. service.
Class time for September 30th will also be
during the 9:00 am service. Class time until
the end of the calendar year will be during the
10:00 a.m. service on these dates: 10/14,
10/28, 11/11, 11/25, 12/9 and possibly 12/23 (to
be determined). Classes will meet in the
classroom in the basement of Waterman Hall
and children will be returned to the sanctuary
in time to participate in the Eucharist with
their parents. For this reason, we kindly
request that children arrive promptly at the
start of class so that we have enough time to
spend with them.
Christian Education is based on the Deep
BLUE curriculum (B-Be with God, L-Love God
and Neighbor, U-Understand Yourself as a
Child of God, E-Explore Faith and the Bible)
and incorporates Bible stories, arts and crafts,
storytelling, games and music. Because the
curriculum is based on a One Room Sunday
School approach, it is appropriate for ages 312. The lessons include various learning styles
and age-appropriate activities. Older children
will participate in different ways than 3-yearolds.
If you would like to assist with the children’s
Christian Education program, please contact
the church office.

Church cleaning
A big Thank you and welcome back to Pat and
Tom Klein who have agreed to take over the
cleaning of the church and Waterman Hall
once again.
Pat and Tom cleaned the church and
Waterman Hall in August and will continue
with the monthly cleaning. Nick and Amanda
Klein will continue cleaning the rest rooms
once a week. They learned from the best and
are doing a great job!!

Sunday Service time
Our Sunday services will continue to be at
9:00 am during the month of September.
We will begin having two services (7:30 and
10:00 am) on October 7th.

Jenny Sidmore jsidmore@live.com
and Jean Evans jeannied431@gmail.com
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GIVING
As God’s family we are CALLED and
GATHERED to WORSHIP,
GROW and be SENT to make
a difference in the world for Christ!
“For I was hungry, and you gave Me something
to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I
was a stranger and you invited Me in; naked and
you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to Me”
People of St. Peter’s give steadfastly and solidly
to help people. We give to help the youth in our
congregation and our community. We give to
help the poor. We give to help the elderly, those
with specific human hurts and hopes, those who
are grieving, recovering or struggling to put
their lives more fully together. We give as a way
to share God’s love with other people in our
church family and our community.
We give to help the helpers: Outreach,
Caregivers, United Thank Offering, Committee
leaders and members, the volunteers who serve
at the altar each week. Flower guild, altar guild,
coffee hours.
We give to help our leaders and staff, Vestry, our
office assistants, our treasurer, our organist,
ushers.
As we begin our annual Stewardship campaign,
let us commit to once again support those who
help make our church family a giving family.

COME JOIN US AT THE ALTAR!
Serving at the altar during Sunday service is a
privilege. Our dedicated team of Eucharistic
Ministers, Crucifers, Acolytes and Scripture
readers all add a special element of assisting
the priest.
September has always been considered the
time to recruit new servers. Training is
available for anyone interested in joining our
team. Acolytes can be anyone from age 9.
Young adults and older are always needed to
serve. If you have one or two Sundays a month
that you can dedicate to this ministry, please do
contact Anita (abiletzky@gmail.com).
Thank you!
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Waterman family, the family of Fr. Sorenson,
and those of Fr. and Mrs. Weichlein, Fr. and
Mrs. Emenheiser, and Fr. and Mrs. Burke.
We would like to make you aware of what has
already been accomplished through your
monetary donations to improve the gravesites
and what we hope to still accomplish in the
months ahead.
Rectory Repair

Prayer Corner
For the Parish
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things
in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse
the careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common
life, and bring us all to be of one heart and
mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where
there is injury, pardon; where there is discord,
union; where there is doubt, faith; where there
is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may
not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand; to be loved
as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it
is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is
in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen
Cemetery Walk
It would appear that if we want it to rain in
Sycamore, we just need to have our committee
schedule a cemetery visit. We have now
attempted to hold the visit on two previous
Sunday mornings. Unfortunately, we needed to
cancel both due to inclement weather.

Our rectory is currently being painted on the
inside. The vestry is also addressing the other
needs of the rectory. Donna Hill has
volunteered to get a group together to work on
this project. A list will be made of the repairs
needed, estimates obtained, and a plan will be
formed for how and when these repairs can be
accomplished
If you are interested in being a part of this very
important committee, please call Donna Hill at
815-895-4164 and leave a message if Donna is
not available.
Thank you for your consideration.
Architectural Model
The architectural model that was done many
years ago for possible expansion of St. Peter’s
campus was found when cleaning the library.
We all admired it when it was on display in
Waterman Hall, but noticed it needed some
work. It was not possible to replace the pieces
as they were too old and the structure of the
model is falling apart. We also don’t have a
good location for its display. A decision has
been made that this will be destroyed unless
someone would like to have it for themselves.
If you are interested, please contact Judy
Dettloff or Larry Dirst. First come, first serve!

We are not giving up, however! Another visit
has been scheduled for Sunday, September 30
from 10:30 until 11:00. You will have the
opportunity to visit the gravesites of the
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Lectionary readings for Sundays in
September: The readings may be found at
www.lectionarypage.com
September 2: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost:
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Psalm 15
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
September 9: Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost:
Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
James 2:1-10, (11-13) 14-17
Mark 7:24-37
September 16: Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost:
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 116:1-8
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

Birthdays in September
6
6
8
11
16
17
18
19
20
20
21
22
23
26
26
28
30

Thomas Klein
Shannon Egler
Larry Smith
Brandy Belling
Jack Frost
Kristin Hill
Gretchen Boies
Alex Hill
Dylan Laub
Ryan Laub
Elizabeth Adamczyk
Barbara Jo Koehnke
Shirley Hammill
Logan Egler
Kara O’Keefe
Tricia Rusin
Brady Shea

Wedding Anniversaries in September
1
12
21
21
29

September 23: Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost:
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54
James 3:13-4-3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

Joshua & Beata Boies
Ryan & Kristin Hill
Donald & Anne Hulsey
John & Laura Hulseberg
Adam & Ashley Kirsopp

September 30: Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost:
Numbers 11:4-6,10-16,24-29
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50
Altar Flowers
Dedications for altar flowers are
needed! The Altar Guild has been
providing the flowers when we have
no dedications, but the funds are
running low! We want to continue to have our
altar decorated with flowers, so please consider
a dedication. Please remember that more than
one dedication may be made each Sunday and
cost can be split.
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The Morning Star

The Vestry of the Parish

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church

Phil Montgomery, Senior Warden
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden
Bronwyn Burgweger
Judy Dettloff
Henry Vincent
John Boies
Donna Hill
Barbara Weaver
John Vain, Treasurer
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk

218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
815-895-2227
www.sycamorestpeters.org

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm MondayFriday
Newsletter Staff
Judy LaPorta
Editor
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno,
Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy Franke,
Pat Knutson
Circulation

Deadline for Submission of Articles
5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email your
articles to office@sycamorestpeters.org or place
them in the Parish Office mailbox in Waterman
Hall by the 15th of the month. All articles are
subject to editing for length and clarity.
You may receive the Morning Star by email by
sending a message to office@sycamorestpeters.org.

The Parish Vision Statement
Red doors open for growth and renewal, where we
find ourselves and others transformed.
The Parish Mission Statement
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy
Spirit, nurturing the burdened and the joyous,
reaching out to our communities and God’s world

Parish Staff
Larry Dirst
Judy LaPorta

847-702-7445
815-793-5500
815-761-9866
815-895-4225
630-465-1951
815-353-9703
815-739-1493
815-895-4324
815-899-1124
815-970-2015

Organist
Admin. Assistant

Days in office: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
office@sycamorestpeters.org
Jean Erlenborn
Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
Days in office: Monday, Wednesday
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Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, IL 60178
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The Morning Star
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19
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