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Thank you from the CROP Hunger
Walk Team (StPetersRocks)
Thank you to everyone who donated to this year’s
CROP Hunger Walk (Sondra King Memorial) of
Northern DeKalb County. Preliminary walk totals
the day of the walk were above $18,000, with St.
Peter’s Team raising about $2,435. This placed us
in second place and in first place among the
church teams walking. It is anticipated that St.
Peters’ total will equal around $3,000 once the
Red Bowl donations are all in and the Outreach
Committee makes a donation. This is a tribute to
our church’s compassion and caring for the greater
community and the world outside our borders.
A final tally of the entire walk’s proceeds will be
forthcoming in next month’s newsletter. Thanks
again, from Kathy Reid, Lynne Roberts, Barbara
Morton, and Jean Evans, your StPetersRocks
team!

Sunday Service time

Beginning November 4th, our service
times will be at 8:00 am and 10:15 am

The Priests of St. Peter’s Church
In recent years the internet has allowed
researchers to more easily locate information
about persons in the past for whom they have an
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interest. For the residents of Sycamore, this ability Every Sunday in our liturgy we say it is “right, and
has also been enhanced by the online availability a good and joyful thing to give God thanks.” It is
of the True Republican newspaper (1869-1968). our duty to give thanks, but like so many Christian
With these sources, we have been able to research guidelines, what God asks us turns out also to be
the priests who have served St. Peter’s Church
good for us and makes us happy. Quite a lot of
from 1855 until the present.
research has been done on the effects of
In a cabinet just outside the parish library there is thankfulness in our lives, and the list of its effects
now a notebook that provides a biography of each on the thankful person is impressive. Thankful
persons have stronger immune systems; fewer
of the forty-four clergy who served our parish
during its 163-year history. Fr. Howard Weichlein aches and pains; lower blood pressure; better
was rector for seventeen years while others served sleep; more joy, pleasure, optimism, and
happiness; are more forgiving; and feel less lonely.
for just a few months.
A good and joyful thing, indeed!
Two rectors went on to become suffragan bishops
But like other Christian duties, thankfulness needs
of the Diocese of Chicago; one became the
to be cultivated until it becomes a habit, and your
president of Seabury-Western Theological
UTO Blue Box can help you with that. Every day,
Seminary in Evanston; one joined the staff of
Trinity Church in New York City and was a noted take just a moment to name something you’re
scholar in the field of Oriental studies; as a youth, thankful for, that day. It can be as big as the love of
one was picked up by the Confederate Army while your family or as small as the beauty of an Autumn
leaf. Take a few seconds to put some money into
going to the store for his mother and forced to
your Blue Box to share that blessing with others
serve as a drummer boy. Some have made their
around the world. The more moments of gratitude
way to Sycamore from Denmark, England,
we build into our days, the more we are likely to
Germany, Antigua, and Syria.
see the benefits of thankfulness to ourselves and
These are fascinating lives and St. Peter’s Church the world.
has been privileged to have the service of many
The United Thank Offering is not out of date, it’s
dedicated clergy. Please take some time to
as current as social media. UTO gives thanks for
acquaint yourself with some of the persons who
each of you and gives thanks for the opportunity to
have given a part of their lives to lead the people
be part of widespread missionary efforts. The Blue
of our parish in times past.
Box is a tool we can use to bring our baptismal
Larry Dirst
covenant into our lives, particularly the promises
Parish Historian
to seek and serve Christ in all persons, to strive for
justice and peace among all people, and to respect
the dignity of every human being.
Fall 2018.
Together our offering will be mailed to the Diocese
United Thank Offering Ingathering
of Chicago, no later than the afternoon of
November 11th & 18th
November 21st.
The United Thank Offering has been around for Happy Thanksgiving and many blessings to you
and your families.
125 years. Sometimes people think of UTO as
something out of date and fading from the
In God We Trust,
modern world. But the goal of encouraging daily Cindy Vain 899-1124
thankfulness and generosity in our lives is far from UTO Custodian
outdated, and that IS the main goal of UTO; not
just collecting money, but creating thankful
people.
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BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the Book Club will be
Tuesday, November 6th at 9:30am in Waterman
Hall. The book being discussed in Best Boy, by Eli
Gottlieb.
MORNING PRAYER & HOLY EUCHARIST
HEALING SERVICE
Fr. Georges is offering Morning Prayer at 8:30am
followed by a Holy Eucharist Healing Service .

SAVE THE DATE!
The Saint Nicholas Festival will be held on
December 07, 2018. The Eucharist will be at 6:00
p.m. followed by our festive supper and fellowship.
Please bring an unwrapped toy for a needy child to
the Eucharist. The toys will be brought forward
and blessed at the altar.
See you there!

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF
On Sunday, Sept. 30th, our Sunday School kicked
off this year with Rally Day. The children enjoyed
activities, shared family pictures, and hosted our
coffee hour. Welcome children!! We are glad you
are part of St. Peter’s!!
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
On October 6th, Fr. Georges blessed the animals;
dogs, cats, stuffed animals, pictures, and even a
squirrel!
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE

RED BOWL OFFERING
The local mobile pack unit for Feed My
Starving Children received a check for
$331, $300 from the Outreach
Committee and $31 from the September
Red Bowl Offering. Thank you to all
parishioners who donated funds or
worked a shift at the Suter Company!

please donate to this local animal shelter by
contributing to the November Red Bowl
Offering.
HOPE HAVEN DINNERS
St. Peter's continues to provide a meal for the
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th
Wednesday of each month.

Needed volunteers include a chair for each
month remaining in 2018 and persons to
prepare or purchase food items. Sign-up sheets
for 2018 are located in Waterman Hall. Please
help the Outreach Committee provide one meal
November is "Adopt a Senior Pet" month. each month to our area homeless at Hope
Haven.
November's Red Bowl Offering is designated
for the Barn on Baseline Animal Shelter's
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY
Senior Pet Sanctuary Project. The Barn on
Baseline Animal Shelter and
Adoption
Please keep the Food Pantry in mind as you
Center is located in Genoa, IL, and is
complete your weekly shopping. Copies of
sponsoring a new 5000 square foot state of
the "Top Ten List" for pantry needs can still
the art building to house the Senior Pet
be found at the back of the church and in
Sanctuary Project. The project will provide
Waterman Hall. We need to help fill the
upscale boarding for healthy, senior pets that
pantry shelves to prepare for the long
are in need of long·term care. This project
winter ahead.
helps seniors, both human and pet!
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
It will allow senior citizens who are moving
out of their homes due to downsizing or
illness, know with certainty that their pets are
safe and loved. It will also help our deployed
military personnel, giving them peace of mind
that their pets will be socialized and taken
care of while they are away serving our
country. Part time relief is also available for
persons who are in rehab and cannot walk or
care for their pet on a temporary basis. The
Senior Pet Sanctuary will be a safe place for
senior pets to live out their lives and be cared
for, and offer a plan to protect your pet in case
of an emergency. If you care to participate,

Thank you to all parishioners and friends
who participated in filling a plastic shoebox
for a child in a third world country.
Shoeboxes are due back to Waterman Hall by
Sunday, November 4, and will then be sent to
Minnesota for storage until they are ready to
be shipped overseas. This is a once in a
lifetime treat for children in remote,
underdeveloped locations around the world,
and your generous efforts are truly
appreciated by the entire village!
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SALVATION ARMY "ANGEL TREE"
The Outreach Committee will sponsor the Angel
Tree again this year. Watch for the tree with tags
to appear in Waterman Hall around
Thanksgiving. Donated toys and clothing will be
provided to local needy children from birth
through 18 years of age. Each child will receive
two toys this year, and electronic toys are the
most requested by parents and children. Toys
brought to the St. Nicholas Feast will also be
donated to the Angel Tree Program. Last year
over 1500 local children were served, and the
County hopes to increase that number this year.
Please help out a local family by choosing a tag
and bringing an unwrapped gift back to
Waterman Hall by Sunday, December 9th!
The next meeting of the Christian Outreach
Committee will be held on Wednesday 14th, 12
Noon in Waterman Hall. Please feel free to
join us!

Birthday Thank You
Wow! What a wonderful birthday celebration I
had at St. Peter’s on 9/23/18! Thanks to everyone
for the cards, gifts, and good wishes and a special
thanks to Donna Hill and Pat Knudsen for hosting
my special day with the delicious cake, etc.
The presence of my daughter and my God
daughter and all my favorite young people made it
a day I will long remember. With sincere
appreciation,
Shirley Hamill
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Vestry Minutes of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
September 20, 2018
Approved October 18, 2018

Because a motion was not made at the August
meeting, Anita Biletzky moved to approve the July
financial reports, it was seconded by Judy Dettloff,
and the motion carried.

Phil Montgomery thanked everyone who was
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by Senior involved in the rectory repair, cleaning, and
Warden, Phil Montgomery. Those present were: ongoing projects: Anita Biletzky, John Vain, Pat
and Tom Klein, Nick and Amanda Klein, and
Phil Montgomery, Anita Biletzky, Donna Hill,
Donna Hill.
Henry Vincent, Judy Dettloff, Barbara Weaver,
Bronwyn Burgweger, John Vain, Treasurer and
Fr. Georges asked that he be notified if anyone
Judy LaPorta, clerk.
needs help. He will be out in the community
talking to people and getting to know the
Absent was John Boies
community.
Visitors included Fr. Georges Jallouf, Cindy Vain,
Lynne Roberts, Nancy Franke, Pat Klein, and Jane Building and Grounds: Anita Biletzky agreed
to continue as Building and Grounds Chairman
Ovitz.
after her term as Jr. Warden is up in January. Pat
A motion was made by Anita Biletzky to approve & Tom Klein will continue to do the cleaning and
the agenda and seconded by Barbara Weaver. The upkeep of the church buildings and grounds.
motion passed.
Building & Grounds was instrumental in getting
Barbara Weaver made a motion to approve the
the rectory ready for Fr. Georges and Maha. The
minutes and Judy Dettloff seconded. The motion interior was painted and cleaned, the kitchen
passed.
faucet and water softener were replaced. The
water main shut off was moved, pipes were flushed
Open Forum: Judy Dettloff, for Jane Ovitz,
discussed the tree planting program that the City and the door was fixed. The snow blower in the
of Sycamore is offering. They are offering to pay garage was serviced, and screens were repaired.
½ of the cost of trees for the beautification project. A bid of $1134.00 was received for the refinishing
Barbara Weaver recommended that this be
of the floors in the main level of the rectory. This
deferred to New Business.
amount was the same as the bid we had received
Finance – John Vain reported that the finances 10 years ago.
are in good shape. Our costs have been down.
Cintas will be called to service fire extinguishers in
Since Fr. Jim left we have been using supply
the church and Waterman hall.
clergy, and trust fund money was deposited early,
(it had been deposited in Dec.), and we have had A bid of $5500.00was received for painting the
outside of the rectory .This bid was by the painter
some prepaid pledges.
who painted both the rectory interior and the
FPIF funds were used for a new water softener in Wetzel house exterior. The bid of $5500.00 was
the rectory, to repair basement plumbing, and
discussed. A bid of $28,000.00 to re-side the
clean up.
rectory was also obtained and discussed.
John reported that there are still some funds in
Stewardship: Anita Biletzky, chairman of the
Heartland Bank. That account will be closed once Stewardship committee, prepared the Stewardship
all the bills are paid from it. Some direct debits
letter which will be mailed Oct. 16th. The letter
were not changed in time and will come out of this was submitted to the vestry for review.
account.
Old Business – Rent increases for the Wetzel
Phil Montgomery moved to approve the financial and Nolan houses were discussed. Bronwyn
reports, Henry Vincent seconded, and the motion Burgweger moved to raise the rent on both houses
carried.
by $50.00 this year, and then a 2-3% raise each
year thereafter, based on the taxes on the
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properties. It was brought up in discussion that
the Nolan house has no amenities, no upgrades,
and has had problems with water in the basement,
and therefore, a $50.00 increase is not warranted.
Anita Biletzky changed the motion to $50.00 for
the Wetzel house and $25.00 for Nolan house this
year, with a 2-3% increase in the following years.
Phil Montgomery seconded the motion. The
motion carried with one no vote.
John Boies, Anita Biletzky, and Donna Hill will
look into solving the water problem in the Nolan Prayer Corner
house basement.
For the Parish
New Business:
City beautification program – Judy Dettloff and
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in
Jane Ovitz will work with the city to obtain two
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish
trees for St. Peters.
Diocese Convention: The diocese convention is family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent.
the first weekend in November, the 16th-17th.
Anita Biletzky, Jr. Warden, will be attending and Grant us all things necessary for our common life,
and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within
two additional delegates are needed.
your holy Church;
Vestry Openings: The Junior Warden and 2
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
additional positions will be open for 2019 vote.
Coffee hour for Fr. Georges and Maha: The
vestry and search committee will host the coffee
hour on Fr. Georges’ first Sunday, Oct. 7th. Judy A Prayer attributed to St. Francis
LaPorta and Barb Weaver will coordinate this
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where
event.
Rector report: Fr. Georges will be visiting our there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is
injury, pardon; where there is discord, union;
shut – in parishioners at least once or twice a
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair,
month.
hope; where there is darkness, light; where there
On Oct. 6th at 10:00 am Fr. Georges will have a
is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much
blessing of the animals on the front porch of
seek
to be consoled as to console; to be
Waterman Hall. All are welcome to bring their
understood as to understand; to be loved as to
pets.
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in
pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in
Anita Biletzky moved that the meeting be
adjourned. This was seconded by Barb Weaver. dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen
After a closing prayer by Fr. Georges, the meeting
NURSERY SCHEDULE
was adjourned at 8:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted
Judy LaPorta
Vestry Clerk

1ST Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

Linda Saxer
Cindy Vain
Pat Klein
Nancy Franke
Judy LaPorta

1st & 3rd Sunday – Jenny Sidmore available as 2nd
person
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Altar Flowers
Dedications for altar flowers are
needed! The Altar Guild has been
providing the flowers when we have
no dedications, but the funds are
running low! We want to continue to
have our altar decorated with flowers,
so please consider a dedication. Please
remember that more than one dedication may
be made each Sunday and cost can be split.

5 Daniel Sidmore
7 Faith Minor
8 Judy LaPorta

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
815-895-2227
www.sycamorestpeters.org

Deadline for Submission of Articles

9 Mary Glynn Boies

5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email your
articles to office@sycamorestpeters.org or place
them in the Parish Office mailbox in Waterman
Hall by the 15th of the month. All articles are
subject to editing for length and clarity.

17 Kathleen Reid
20 Jean Evans
20 Anneliese Masco
28 Steven Grimson

You may receive the Morning Star by email by
sending a message to
office@sycamorestpeters.org.

30 Betsy Jo Koehnke
Wedding Anniversaries

The Vestry of the Parish

1 Trisha & Josh Crittenden
6 Brian & Barbara Koehnke
9 Gerry & Judy Dettloff
Parish Clergy and Staff

Larry Dirst

The Morning Star

Newsletter Staff
Judy LaPorta
Editor
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno,
Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy Franke,
Pat Knutsen
Circulation

Birthdays in November:

The Rev. Georges Jallouf

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm MondayFriday

Rector
Organist

Judy LaPorta
Admin. Assistant
office@sycamorestpeters.org
Days in office: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Jean Erlenborn
Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
Days in office: Monday, Wednesday

Phil Montgomery, Senior Warden847-702-7445
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500
Bronwyn Burgweger
815-761-9866
Judy Dettloff
815-895-4225
Henry Vincent
630-465-1951
John Boies
815-353-9703
Donna Hill
815-739-1493
Barbara Weaver
815-895-4324
John Vain, Treasurer
815-899-1124
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk
815-970-2015
The Parish Vision Statement
Red doors open for growth and renewal, where we
find ourselves and others transformed.
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Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, IL 60178
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The Morning Star
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
The Parish Vision Statement:
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous,
Reaching out to our communities and God’s world

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19
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VESTRY QUALIFICATIONS

With the Annual Meeting just around the corner I wanted to remind everyone that anyone interested
in being on vestry to contact me or Anita. There are 2 vestry positions open and the junior warden. To
be eligible to serve the candidate shall be a confirmed voting member of the Parish, 16 years of age or
older. A voting member of the parish is defined as a person who has received Communion at least 3
times during the preceding year and the person has contributed by pledge or monetary donation to
the operating funds of the Parish during the 6 months immediately preceding the meeting. I look
forward to hearing from all interested candidates. Thank you.
Phil Montgomery
Senior Warden
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