
The Morning Star – Page 1 

   

 

The Morning Star                                               December 2018 

My dear beloved        

As we are close to Advent and Christmas 
season, let us prepare our heart to accept the 
Lord Who will come to save and give us 
abounded life. Let’s celebrate this season with 
open heart and mind.  To the source you will 
come, the light itself you will see. I find the 
letter of St. Augustine as a wonderful letter to 
help us  decorating our heart. 

We Christians are the light, at least by 

comparison with unbelievers. Thus the Apostle 

says: For once you were darkness, but now 

you are light in the Lord; walk then as sons of 

the light. And elsewhere he says: The night is 

far spent, the day is drawing near. Let us 

therefore lay aside the works of darkness and 

put on the armor of light; let us walk uprightly 

as in the day. 

Nevertheless, since the days in which we are 

now living are still dark compared to the light 

which we shall see, hear what the apostle Peter 

says. He speaks of a voice that came from the 

Supreme Glory and said to the Lord Christ: You 

are my beloved Son in whom I am well 

pleased. This voice, he says, we heard coming 

from heaven, when we were with him on the 

holy mountain. Because we ourselves were not 

present there and did not hear the voice from 

heaven, Peter says to us: And we possess a 

more certain prophetic word to which you do 

well to attend, as to a lamp shining in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning 

star rises in your hearts. 

When, therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ shall 

come and, as the apostle says, bring to light 

things hidden in darkness and make plain the 

secrets of the heart, so that everyone may 
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receive his commendation from God, then 

lamps will no longer be needed. When that day 

is at hand, the prophet will not be read to us, 

the book of the Apostle will not be opened, we 

shall not require the testimony of John, we 

shall have no need of the Gospel itself. 

Therefore all Scriptures will be taken away 

from us, those Scriptures which in the night of 

this world burned like lamps so that we might 

not remain in darkness. 

When all these things are removed as no longer 

necessary for our illumination, and when the 

men of God by whom they were ministered to 

us shall themselves together with us behold the 

true and dear light without such aids, what 

shall we see? With what shall our minds be 

nourished? What will give joy to our gaze? 

Where will that gladness come from which eye 

has not seen and ear has not heard, which has 

not even been conceived by the heart of man? 

What shall we see? 

I implore you to live with me and, by believing, 

to run with me; let us long for our heavenly 

country, let us sigh for our heavenly home, let 

us truly feel that here we are strangers. What 

shall we then see? Let the gospel tell us: In the 

beginning was the Word and the Word was 

with God and the Word was God. You will 

come to the fountain, with whose dew you have 

already been sprinkled. Instead of the ray of 

light which was sent through slanting and 

winding ways into the heart of your darkness, 

you will see the light itself in all its purity and 

brightness. It is to see and experience this light 

that you are now being cleansed. Dearly 

beloved, John himself says, we are the sons of 

God, and it has not yet been disclosed what we 

shall be; but we know that when he appears 

we shall be like him, because we shall see him 

as he is. 

I feel that your spirits are being raised up with 

mine to the heavens above; but the body which 

is corruptible weighs down the soul, and this 

earthly tent burdens the thoughtful mind. I am 

about to lay aside this book, and you are soon 

going away, each to his own business. It has 

been good for us to share the common light, 

good to have enjoyed ourselves, good to have 

been glad together. When we part from one 

another, let us not depart from him. 
 

Fr. Georges Jallouf, Rector 
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This night I hold an old accustom'd feast Whereto I have invited many a guest, Such as I love, and you, among the store. One more, most welcome, 
makes my numbers more.~~ Wm. Shakespeare 

 

St. Nicholas Festival Dinner 
Fri., Dec. 7, 2018 Eucharist at 6 p.m ~ dinner follows 

Scrumptious buffet  Live piano  Christmas carols  
 

Please bring: 
+ Unwrapped toy for a needy child to be brought forward and blessed at the Eucharist 

+A generous dish to pass (side dish or salad or dessert) 
 

Traditional ham rolls entree & beverages will be provided. 
If you desire wine, kindly bring your own and label the bottle. 

 
It takes many hands to prepare for this festive event. 

Here's how you can help: 

 

Sat. Dec. 1            Deck the Hall! Transform Waterman  
 9:00 AM  Hall into a magical Olde English    
                                                                            ballroom. Wear comfy clothes.  

 Christmas spirit provided!  
 

Sun. Dec 2          (after coffee hr) Arrange tables and  
                                         chairs. Lend your metal candle holders  
                                                                         (with your name on the bottom). 

 
Thurs. Dec. 6       9:00 am. Set the tables - tablecloths,  

                                 placemats, napkins, silverware,  
                                centerpieces, candles.  What fun!   
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Vestry Minutes of St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church 
10/18/18 Approved 11/15/18 

The meeting was called to order by Phil 
Montgomery at 7:02 pm. Those present were 
Phil Montgomery, Bronwyn Burgweger, John 
Boies, Judy Dettloff, Henry Vincent, Barbara 
Weaver, Donna Hill, Judy LaPorta, clerk, and 
John Vain, treasurer. 

Absent: Anita Biletzky 
 

Visitors were Jane Ovitz, Nancy Franke, and 
Lynne Roberts. 

 
Phil Montgomery moved to approve the 
minutes of the September 20th meeting. 
Barbara Weaver seconded and the motion 
carried. 

John Boies moved to approve the agenda, Judy 
Dettloff seconded and the motion carried. 

 
Open Forum -The St. Nicholas celebration will 

be on Friday, December 7th. The vestry was 
asked to be responsible for putting the tables 
back where they belong either on Saturday or 
after the dinner on Friday night. The vestry 
agreed and will restore Waterman Hall after 
the celebration on Friday night. 

Jane Ovitz informed the vestry that we have 
purchased 2 trees through the city that will be 
placed on each of the rental properties. The city 
will pay for half and Jane Ovitz has generously 
paid for our half. 

Finance- John Vain reported that our finances 
are in good condition. We have had additional 
costs with the calling of our new rector and 
maintenance on the rectory. A new water 
heater, water softener and faucet were installed 
in the rectory. Because of the pipes being 
plugged, the feed lines in the basement needed 
to be replaced. Fire extinguishers in the rectory, 
Waterman hall, and the church were all 
serviced, and batteries were changed in all Exit 
signs. Phil Montgomery praised Anita Biletzky 
for the great job she did with these projects. 

Building & Grounds - The carpet on the 

stairway of the rectory has been replaced and 
the possibility of refinishing the floors on the 
main floor was discussed. 

Caregivers - No meeting this month. 
 

Outreach - No change in report. The Shoebox 
ministry will be starting and boxes will need to 

be returned by November 4th• 

Stewardship -Stewardship letters were sent out 
on Tuesday 

 
Rector report - Fr. Georges visited all of our 
parishioners in facilities and said he will not 
charge the church for mileage when he makes 
his pastoral visits.Fr. Georges recommended 
that we move the cross in the memorial garden 
to the middle of the lawn with a light on it so it 
can be seen. A discussion ensued and it was 
decided to put this on the November vestry 
agenda to give everyone a chance to think about 
this. 

Fr. Georges met with Lynne Roberts, chairman 
of the Outreach program and they are 
scheduling an event for every month next year. 

He also asked to order a new altar to replace the 
temporary one that he has been using. The cost 
would be $700-1,000.00. Fr. Georges offered to 
pay for the altar if the funds were not available. 

Fr. Georges will be at the diocese on November 

8th for the Fresh Start program and will be out 

of the office from Nov. 20-24th for 
Thanksgiving and from Dec. 26- Jan. 3 for 
Christmas. The office will be closed on those 
days. 

Old Business -John Boies reported that the bid 
for residing the rectory was $28,250.00. Bill 
Nicklas offered to pay $5,000.00 toward the 
siding. John Boies had spoken to other 
parishioners who agreed to donate to the 
project as well, and enough was raised to cover 
the cost of the siding, replacing a few windows, 
and wood that had rotted. The committee will 
be meeting to select the color.  Phil 
Montgomery moved that the vestry enter into a 
contract with Joseph Martin & Sons to reside 
the rectory and make necessary repairs. 
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Bronwyn Burgweger seconded the motion and 
the motion passed. 

John Boies also updated the vestry on the 
cemetery project. Funds were raised to reset 
the stones of the Waterman family members 
and the gravesites will be seeded in the spring. 

Phil Montgomery noted that we have 4 
candidates for the 2 spots and Jr. Warden 
positions on the vestry. Photo and biographies 
should be received by December 16th - The 
annual meeting will be either January 20th or 
27th• 

We need 3 delegates for the diocese convention 
and November 16th and 17th• Anita Biletzky, Jr. 
Warden will be attending. 

Judy Dettloff recommended that the new red 
signs be put up giving our new hours as soon 
as possible. 

On the third Sunday of Advent we will celebrate 
the festival of Lessons & Carols.    
 
We have an individual interested in being our 
organist. Larry Dirst has indicated that he 
needs for there to be  
an end to his duties as an organist. 
   
Barb Weaver made a motion to adjourn, Henry 
seconded, and the motion carried.  After a 
closing prayer by Fr. Georges, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:40 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy LaPorta 
Vestry Clerk 
 
 
 

United Thank Offering Fall 
Update 2018 

A special thank you to everyone for your generous 
gift offering during our Fall UTO Ingathering. 
Participation was 21 parishioners in the form of 8 
blue boxes and 13 envelopes. Your Gift Offering in 
the amount of $532.00 will bless the hearts of 
many in need.  

In the back of the church you will find information 
and blue boxes for your use. Our next Ingathering 
will be in the Spring 2019. Everyone is invited to 
participate in this daily Thanksgiving. If you have 
any questions, please contact me at 815-899-1124 
or see me at church.  

In God We Trust, 
Cindy Vain, UTO Custodian 
 
 

          December Service Schedule 

December 9      8:00 and 10:15 am 

December 16    10:15 service only – Lessons 
& Carols 

December 23    8:00 and 10:15 am 

December 24    4:00pm Children’s program 

                               4:30 pm Holy Eucharist 

December 25     9:00 am Holy Eucharist 

December 30     8:00 and 10:15 am 
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Honoring our Veteran’s on Veteran’s 
Day 
 

 

 

 

 

Elmwood Cemetery Project to 
Conclude 
In the summer funds were solicited to complete 
much needed improvements to the gravesite of the 
James and Abbie Waterman family in Elmwood 
Cemetery. With the cooperation of the Outreach 
Committee we were able to receive donations 
through the Red Bowl. This greatly increased the 
number of donations given and consequently the 
total amount of funds. 
With these donations we are able to arrange for 
the final projects to be accomplished by the spring 
of 2019. This will include: the small headstones 
with initials that identify the members of the 
family will be uniformly set; a large concrete step 
into the gravesite bearing the Waterman name will 
be leveled; and the area of the site will be graded 
and seeded. When this work is done, we will have 
completed this outward sign of our gratitude to the 
family who gave so much to create and sustain our 
church. 
           
BOOK CLUB 
 
The next meeting of the Book Club will be 
Monday, January 8th at 9:30am in Waterman 
Hall.  The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel 
Wilkerson 
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MORNING PRAYER & HOLY EUCHARIST 
HEALING SERVICE 

Fr. Georges is offering Morning Prayer at 8:30am 
followed by a Holy Eucharist Healing Service.  
 

 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

Red Bowl Offering 

Crop Walk, our October Red Bowl organization, 
received a check for $986, $735 from the Outreach 
Committee and $251 from the October Red Bowl 
Offering.  Thank you to all parishioners who 
donated an offering, supported a walker, or 
participated in the walk.  Your efforts are all 
appreciated! 

There will be no Red Bowl Offering for the month 
of December. 

Hope Haven Dinners 

St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the 
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month.  Needed volunteers 
include a chair for each month and persons to 
prepare or purchase food.  Sign-up sheets for 2019 
will soon be located in Waterman Hall.  Please 
help the Outreach Committee provide one meal 
each month to our area homeless at Hope Haven.   

 

The December 26th Hope Haven Meal will  be 
catered, featuring pasta, salad, bread, and dessert. 

Operation Christmas Child 

Thank you to all parishioners and friends who 
participated in filling a plastic shoebox for a child 
in a third world country.  The Outreach Committee 
delivered 17 filled boxes to the First Baptist Church 
in Sycamore, where the boxes will be stored until 
shipping to Minneapolis and on to final 
destinations.  The Outreach Committee will keep 
an eye on the tracking system and let you know the 
destination of our boxes.  This is a once in a  

lifetime treat for children in remote, 
underdeveloped locations around the world, and 
your generous efforts are truly appreciated by the 
entire village! 

 

Salvation Army “Angel Tree” 

The Outreach Committee will sponsor the Angel 
Tree again this year.  Donated new toys and 
clothing will be provided to local needy children 
from birth through 18 years of age.  Each child will 
receive two toys this year, and electronic toys are 
the most requested by parents and children.  Toys 
brought to the St. Nicholas Feast will also be 
donated to the Angel Tree Program.  Last year over 
1500 local children were served, and the County 
hopes to increase that number this year.  Please 
help out fifteen local families by choosing a tag and 
bringing an unwrapped gift back to Waterman 
Hall by Sunday, December 9th! 

 

Sycamore Food Pantry 

Please keep the Food Pantry in mind as you 
complete your weekly shopping.  Copies of the “top 
Ten List” for pantry needs can still befound at the 
back of the church and in Waterman Hall.  We 
need to help fill the pantry shelves to prepare for 
the holiday season. 

The next meeting of the Christian Outreach 
Committee will be held on Wednesday, December 
12, 12 Noon in Waterman Hall.  Please feel free to 
join us! 
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       Donna Hill checking out the new siding and  
       shutter colors 
 

 

     
NURSERY SCHEDULE 
 
1ST Sunday  Linda Saxer 
2nd Sunday  Cindy Vain 
3rd Sunday  Pat Klein 
4th Sunday  Nancy Franke 
5th Sunday  Judy LaPorta 
 
1st & 3rd Sunday – Jenny Sidmore available as 2nd  
person 
  

Birthdays in December: 

6 Tyler Drake 
6 Jerry Lane 
10 Kelly Potter 
11 Olivia Mae Zimmerman 
13 Bryant Mommer 
15 Madison Riego 
16 Janis FitzHenry 
18 Rune Nelson 
19 Caitlyn Brown 
23 Linda Saxer 
23 Carol Wells 
23 Bronwyn Burgweger 
23 Linda Saxer 
26 Neve Crittenden 
28 Jane Ovitz 
28 Colby Newquist 
30 Beth Krogman 
30 Beata Boies  

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

  20 Larry & Deborah Dirst  
 

 
 
   
 

 
       

Attention Lectors 
 
Reading on Sunday and want to prepare?  
Did you know that you can find the 
readings for reach week at this website: 
http://lectionarypage.net/index.html 
You will click on the month you are looking for and 
a calendar comes up.  Click on the day of the 
service and all the readings are there.  If you have 
the option of Track 1 or 2, always choose 2.  If you 
have any questions, please call Judy in the office. 
 

http://lectionarypage.net/index.html
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Prayer Corner 

The Nativity of Our Lord: 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten 
Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born 
[this day] of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have 
been born again and made your children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 
by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new 
light of your incarnate Word:  Grant that this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Parish Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org     
 Larry Dirst   Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 
          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper 
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org           
Days in office: Monday, Wednesday 
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday 

 
The Morning Star  

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 
Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta    Editor 
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno, 
Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy Franke,  
Pat Knutsen             Circulation 

Deadline for submission of articles 

5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email your 
articles to office@sycamorestpeters.org or place 
them in the Parish Office mailbox in Waterman 
Hall by the 15th of the month. All articles are 
subject to editing for length and clarity. 

You may receive the Morning Star by email by 
sending a message to 
office@sycamorestpeters.org. 

Please note:  Due to the Christmas holiday, 
articles for the January news letter need to be 
received by December 14th.  Thank you! 
 

 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Judy Dettloff 815-895-4225 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill 815-739-1493 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain, Treasurer                     815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk            815-970-2015  
 
 

 
The Parish Vision Statement 

Red doors open for growth and renewal, where we find ourselves and others transformed. 

 

mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
mailto:office@sycamorestpeters.org
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The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 
 
                                
 


