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The Children’s Christmas Pageant  Our new altar was installed on Christmas eve
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The 140th Anniversary of the 
Consecration of Our Church Building 

 During this week 140 years ago, there was    
great excitement and anticipation in 
Sycamore and especially within the 
community of St. Peter’s Church because 
the consecration of a new Episcopal Church 
was scheduled for January 31, 1879. 
Construction had been underway since 
October 1877 and now preparations for the 
arrival of the Right Reverend William 
McLaren, Bishop of Chicago, and other area 
clergy were in place. One can imagine the 
anticipation that the early parishioners of 
St. Peter’s must have experienced at that 
time. 

It was through the generosity of James S. 
and Abbie L. Waterman that the church was 
constructed. Mr. and Mrs. Waterman 
assumed the total cost of the building. 
Previously, they had donated the land for 
the church. 

Hundreds and thousands of parishioners 
and friends have worshipped in St. Peter’s 
Church and had their baptisms, marriages, 
and funerals here. The church has been a 
center of Sycamore’s religious life since the 
parish was founded in the autumn of 1855. 

The people of St. Peter’s Church celebrate 
and give thanks for the many parishioners 
who have come before. These persons have 
created and bequeathed to the parish a 
beautiful, historic space in which to gather 
each Sunday for worship.  

 

 

Fr. Georges’ Installation 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 
27th, when we will celebrate Fr. Georges’ 
installation as Rector of St. Peter’s by 
Bishop Lee.    

It will be an exciting day for us and for Fr. 
Georges’ and his family.  The service will 
take place at 11:00 am and a lunch will 
follow, hosted by the Search Committee and 
Vestry. 

Please join us for this joyful occasion.  
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2018 Sondra King Memorial CROP 
Hunger Walk Wrap-up 

 
The final meeting of the DeKalb County 
(North) CROP Hunger Walk was held on 
December 18th.  The final tallies were 
presented by the treasurer and once again, 
St. Peters has contributed greatly to this 
worthwhile endeavor.   
 
Fifteen churches or organizations 
participated and there were 107 walkers.  
Three walkers represented St. Peters:  Jean 
Evans, Lynne Roberts and Kathy Reid.  A 
grand total of $22,010 was raised for the 
walk.  St. Peters walkers, parishioners, 
supporters and the Outreach committee 
raised or donated a total of $3,481 which 
represents approximately 16% of the Walk’s 
total.  St. Peters raised the most of all 
churches represented, and was second in 
terms of total organizations and churches, 
following Team Gingie which raised $7,400 
and had 10 walkers.   
 
25% of the funds raised stay locally to 
support three agencies’ food programs and 
three food pantries:  VAC (Meals on 
Wheels), Safe Passage Domestic Violence 
Shelter, and Hope Haven Homeless Shelter 
as well as Sycamore United Methodist Food 
Pantry, Bethlehem Lutheran Food Pantry, 
and Barb Food Mart (a pantry through the 
DeKalb School District).  
 
The remaining 75% of the funds raised 
support Church World Service’s worldwide 
mission to follow the teachings of Christ to  
 
 
support the “least of these” around the 
world through projects which provide an 
infrastructure for teaching others to help 
themselves.   
 
On behalf of our walkers and the Outreach 
Committee, especially Lynne Roberts, I 

would like to thank all of our faithful 
supporters and look forward to an even 
better walk in 2019.   
 
Jean Evans 
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
COMMITTEE 

Red Bowl Offering 

There was no Red Bowl Offering for the 
month of December.   

The American Red Cross will be the 
designated organization for the February 
Red Bowl Offering.  The American Red 
Cross prevents and alleviates human 
suffering in the face of emergencies by 
mobilizing the power of volunteers and the 
generosity of donors.  The American Red 
Cross is always there in times of need.  The 
organization aspires to turn compassion 
into action so that people affected by 
disaster across the country receive care, 
shelter and hope.  The American Red Cross 
also assists communities to prepare for 
disasters, assures access to safe, lifesaving 
blood and blood products, and see the 
members of our armed services and their 
families receive support and comfort when 
needed.  Please help the American Red 
Cross achieve goals by donating to the 
February Red Bowl Offering. 

Hope Haven Dinners 

St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for 
the community homeless at Hope Haven on 
the 4th Wednesday of each month.  Needed 
volunteers include a chair for each month 
and persons to prepare or purchase food.  
Sign-up sheets for the 2019 are located in 
Waterman Hall.  Please help the Outreach 
Committee provide one meal each month to 
our area homeless at Hope Haven. 

Sycamore Food Pantry 

Please keep the Food pantry in mind as you 
complete your weekly shopping.  Copies of 
the “Top Ten List” for pantry needs can be 
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found at the back of the church and in 
Waterman Hall.  We need to help fill the 
pantry shelves to prepare for the winter 
months yet to come. 

Grace Place Campus Ministry 

Thank you to all parishioners who donated 
food and snack items to be taken to the 
students at NIU’s Grace Place Campus 
Ministry.  As students returned to campus 
mid-January, they found the shelves 
stocked and waiting for those in need.  All 
were appreciative of the efforts of St. Peter’s 
to help with the hunger crisis on the NIU 
Campus. 

The next meeting of the Christian 
Outreach Committee will be held on 
Wednesday, February 12, 12 Noon in 
Waterman Hall.  Please feel free to join 
us! 

 

 

USHERS NEEDED!! 
 
If you attend the 10:15 service, I’m sure you 
have noticed that we have the same people 
ushering almost every Sunday.  We need to 
add some depth to our usher pool!  If you 
have an interest, even a little one, please 
speak up!  Don’t worry if you don’t have a 

partner, we’ll find you one. (to usher with, 
that is!) 
Stop in or call the office for more details.  
Thanks for considering! 
 

 

 
 

  What an Easy Way to Help 
 

If you have wanted to help with a volunteer 
activity at the church but were unable to 
identify a task that didn’t demand the 
commitment of a particular day/time, we 
have the solution for you! How about 
assisting with something that would require 
15-30 minutes perhaps once every six to 
eight weeks? Could you manage that type of 
responsibility to help St. Peter’s and the 
Sycamore community? If  
so, read on: 

Each Sunday morning, the congregation 
donates canned goods for the Sycamore 
Food Pantry. These items are presented at 
the altar and blessed before they are 
brought to the Pantry, located at the 
Sycamore United Methodist Church. The 
transporting of the items can be done at 
almost any time during the week: they can 
be taken immediately after church on 
Sunday morning or they can be taken to the 
Pantry Monday through Friday from 8:30 
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until 3:30. Help is available to take the 
items to your car on Sunday morning. Help 
is also available in getting the items into the 
Pantry office from your car. Usually, most 
persons are able to handle the job without 
additional assistance. 

Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
Please let Nancy Franke or Barbara Weaver 
know of your interest in helping with this 
task and we’ll provide further information.
           

                  LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 

 
Unfortunately, our January Ladies’ Night 
Out had to be cancelled due to inclement 
weather.  We’ll try again on Wednesday, 
February 20th   at Taxco Restaurant in 
Sycamore.  6:00 cocktails, 6:30 dinner.  
Separate checks.   Please join us for a fun 
night with good food and good company! If 
it’s your first time joining us, we also take 
up a “free will”   offering for Hope Haven, 
our local homeless shelter.  A sign up sheet 
will be in Waterman Hall. 
 

 

 

 

           VOLUNTEER NEEDED-
Publicity  

Do you like to take pictures? Would you 
have 
 some time to keep our bulletin boards up to 
date?  If you answered YES to these 

questions, please stop in the office and we 
can discuss in more detail.  Thank you for 
your consideration.  

Anniversaries to be Remembered in 
February 

Birthdays 

 3  Chad Newquist   

 5  Reese Lyn Hill  

 5  Ella Ryan Hill 

 5  Jim Hill  

 8  Alyse Mommer 

 8  George Abizaid  

 9  Jason Vain 

13  Presley Klus 

15  Lisa Montgomery 

16  Clare Shea 

18  Suzie Geisler 

19  Henry Burgweger 

20  Brian Lee Koehnke 

Anniversaries 

26 Henry & Pat Burgweger 

 

            Rectory Exterior Project 

 

   In addition to the many needed 
improvements to the Rectory’s interior, it 
was apparent the exterior was also in need 
of attention. The aluminum siding was 
installed in 1963 and had clearly seen its 
better days. Through the generosity of a few 
interested parishioners the Vestry was able 
to enter into a contract with Joseph Martin 
& Sons for the complete replacement of the 
exterior siding with modern warranted 
vinyl siding. The project included the 
insulating wrap that will provide better 
sound and energy efficiency for the house. 
It also included a new side door, new storm 
doors, new basement, garage and rear 
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upper windows as well as new exterior light 
fixtures. The result is something of which 
we all can be proud and much gratitude is 
due the anonymous parishioners who made 
it possible. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2019 CALENDARS ARE HERE 
 
Be sure to pick yours up in the back 
of the church or in Waterman Hall. 
 
Additions/Updates to Contact list 
 
Additions: 
Kerry Clark 
347 Greenwood N 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
kerry237@comcast.net 
815-751-7245 
 
 

Claudia Howard/Jerry Fox 
1335 Walnut St. 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
Claudia.CRMP@outlook.com 
262-758-0859 Claudia’s cell 
 
New Address: 
Stefanie, Jim, Hannah, Robbie & Alex Hill 
13290 Ash Rd. 
Genoa, IL  60135 
 
Corrections: 
Linda Saxer 
440 Exchange St 
Sycamore IL  60178 
 
Phil & Lisa Montgomery 
586 Turnbury Court West 
DeKalb IL  60115 
 
Robert & Shirley Hamill – (one m) 
 
Please keep the office posted on any 
changes of  
Phone number, address, or e-mail. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:kerry237@comcast.net
mailto:Claudia.CRMP@outlook.com
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Children’s Sunday School 

Sunday school for children will be 
held on Feb. 10th and 24th. 

    

 
 
Prayer Corner 

In Times of Conflict 

O God, you have bound us together in a 
common life.  Help us, in the midst of our 
struggles for justice and truth, to confront 
one another without hatred or bitterness, 
and to work together with mutual 
forbearance and respect; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
For the Mission of the Church 

Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus 
Christ to reconcile the world to yourself:  
We praise and bless you for those whom 
you have sent in the power of the Spirit to 
preach the Gospel to all nations.  We thank 
you that in all parts of the earth a 
community of love has been gathered 
together by their prayers and labors, and 
that in every place your servants call upon 
your Name: for the kingdom and the power 
and the glory are yours for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Parish Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                              
918-859-5877/ 
Rector@sycamorestpeters.org     
 Larry Dirst   Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 
          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday 

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper 
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org           
Days in office: Monday, Wednesday 
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm 
Monday-Friday 

 
The Morning Star  

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 
Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta    Editor 
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno, 
Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy 
Franke   Pat Knudsen   
 Circulation  
 
 

mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
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Deadline for submission of articles 

5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email 
your articles to 
office@sycamorestpeters.org or place them 
in the Parish Office mailbox in Waterman 
Hall by the 15th of the month. All articles 
are subject to editing for length and clarity. 

You may receive the Morning Star by email 
by sending a message to 
office@sycamorestpeters.org. 

 
The Parish Vision Statement 

Red doors open for growth and renewal, 
where we find ourselves and others 
transformed. 

 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-
5500 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Lynn Roberts 815-895-4196 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill 815-739-1493 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain                     815-899-1124 
John Vain, Treasurer                 815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk            815-970-2015 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@sycamorestpeters.org
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  Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
  218 Somonauk Street 
  Sycamore, IL 60178 
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Volume 25, Issue 2— February 2019 
 

The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 
 
                                
 

 


