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The Morning Star 
 April events 

April will be a very busy month for St. Peter’s.  
The schedule for Holy Week is included in this 
newsletter. 

Following Holy Week we will have the joyous 
celebration of Fr. Georges’ installation as 
Rector of our church on April 27th.  The 
installation by Bishop Lee will begin at 11:00 
am and will be followed by a blessing of the 
rectory and a luncheon.  Please come and 
celebrate with us! 

 

 

 

 

April 2019 
Introducing Sarah Mendenhall 

Acquiring a church musician is a difficult 
task these days. First, the person must 
have the necessary skills to play principally 
the organ and, second, does the person 
have the commitment to be available for 
services which are usually on Sunday, but 
are on other weekdays for Holy Week and 
at Christmas. Fortunately, for St. Peter’s 
Church we have found a musician who is 
capable of and willing to meet the above 
criteria. Sarah Mendenhall has begun 
playing for services twice each month. She 
and Larry Dirst will share the 
responsibility of providing music for our 
services.  

Sarah is a nineteen-year resident of 
Sycamore. She is a graduate of the 
Conservatory of Music in Cincinnati. She 
has been the director of music at a number 
of Episcopal churches, which include 
Church of the Advent in Cincinnati, St. 
Mary’s Church in Baltimore, and St. 
Hugh’s Church in Elgin. 
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In addition to the piano and organ, Sarah 
plays the flute, the recorder, and the guitar. 
She writes and arranges music and sings. 
She has been a member of the Judson 
University Orchestra and the Elgin Choral 
Union.  

On those Sundays when Sarah is playing, 
you may also hear her husband, Mark, 
singing in the congregation. We hope that 
he will be joining with our choir for future 
performances. Mark will not have any 
difficulty following the Episcopal liturgy. 
He is a cradle-Episcopalian, whose father 
was an Episcopal priest. 

Please take some time to become 
acquainted with Sarah and Mark. We are 
very fortunate to have them share 
themselves and their talents with us at St. 
Peter’s. 

Larry Dirst 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE 
SUPPER 

Thanks to Henry Vincent and the men of 
our parish, a wonderful Shrove Tuesday 
dinner was served.  Henry made his special 
corn pancakes which were served with 
fruit, sausages, and scrambled eggs.  The 
corn used in these delicious pancakes came 
from Burgweger’s Quarter Moon Farm.  
This was a fun night for the women of the 
parish as they were not allowed in the 
kitchen!  Thank you to all the men who 
served a wonderful dinner to start our 
Lenten season. 

 

APRIL LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 

 
Our March Ladies’ Night Out was well 
attended and a lot of fun!  We met at PJ’s 
Courthouse and had a great night of food 
and conversation.   
April’s Ladies’ Night Out will be on 
Thursday, April 11th at the Hillside 
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Restaurant in DeKalb.  Cocktails are at 6 
and dinner at 6:30. Dinner is on your own 
and a free will offering is taken for Safe 
Passage.  Hope to see you there! 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 
The April Book Club meeting will be on 
Tuesday, April 2nd at 9:30 am in Waterman 
Hall.  “Miss Julia Speaks her Mind” will be the 
discussion topic.  Please feel free to join us!  
 
 

 
 

April Sunday School 

April Sunday School will be held on April 
7th and 28th.  A picture will be taken of the 
children after the 10:15 service on April 7th, 
to be used as the bulletin cover for Fr. 
Georges’ installation.  We hope all the 
children will come! 

 

       

 
 

               BIBLE STUDY 
 
Our Lenten Supper and Bible Study with Fr. 
Georges will continue on April 3rd and 10th.   
Please join us for a light dinner at 6:00, 
followed by Bible Study.  Father Georges is a 
wonderful teacher and his knowledge of the 
Bible is incredible. 
 
 
 
 

      ACOLYTE TRAINING 
 
Anita Biletzky will be holding training for 
new acolytes on Saturday, April 6th.  Please 
contact Anita if you are interested in 
serving as an acolyte, crucifer, or chalice 
bearer.   
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SCHEDULE FOR LENT 2019 

Wednesdays March 13, 20, 27, 6:00 pm   Lenten supper followed by  
April 3 and 10        lenten study 

Fridays March 8, 15, 22, 29 12:00pm   Stations of the Cross and  
April 5 and 12     Holy Eucharist 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sunday, April 14 10:15 am service only Palm Sunday Holy 
                 Eucharist 

Thursday, April 18 7:00 pm   Holy Eucharist, followed by  
Maundy Thursday       washing of the feet and
     Vigil  
Friday, April 19 12:00 pm   Stations of the Cross with  
Good Friday        communion 
      7:00 pm               Solemn Service with communion 

Holy Saturday   8:00 pm   Great Vigil of Easter 

Sunday, April 21   10:15 am service only Holy Eucharist followed  
 Easter                                                                                                      Easter Egg hunt and  
      Brunch 

Sunday, April 28   10:15 am service only 

 

***Unless listed here, all other Sunday services will be at 8:00 and 10:15 during Lent.*** 
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ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
VESTRY MEETING 2/21/19 MINUTES 

APPROVED 3/21/19 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Phil 
Montgomery.  Fr. Georges offered an opening 
prayer.  Those present were:  Anita Biletzky, Phil 
Montgomery, Barbara Weaver, Donna Hill, Henry 
Vincent, Lynne Roberts, John Boies, John Vain, 
Bronwyn Burgweger, and Judy LaPorta, clerk. 
Guests at the meeting were Jane Ovitz and Nancy 
Franke. 

Financial Reports:  John Vain reviewed the 
financial reports and noted that the Red Bowl and 
Christian Outreach accounts are being combined.  
Combining the carryover accounts was discussed.  
Phil Montgomery moved that the carryover 
accounts be combined into one account.  Donna 
Hill seconded, and the motion carried.  Donna Hill 
questioned if other small accounts could be 
combined. John Boies moved that the financial 
reports be approved and Bronwyn Burgweger 
seconded.  The motion carried.   

Building and Grounds:  Anita Biletzky reported that 
a new water cooler had been purchased for 
Waterman Hall, as the old one was not working.  
The new cooler is filled from the bottom so no need 
to lift the heavy water containers.  Replacing the 
lights in the rectory is a work in progress and 
options are being considered.  There is an extra 
washer and dryer in the basement of the rectory.  
These could be used in one of the rental units or 
sold to a parishioner.  The renters in the Wetzel 
house have purchased a house and will be moving 
at the end of April. 

Parochial Report:  Fr. Georges passed the report 
around for review by the vestry members.   

A budget for Fr. Georges’ installation was 
discussed.  A caterer (VAC) has been obtained.  
John and Nancy Castle have offered a donation to 
help fund the event and the balance will be taken 
from the hospitality fund.   

Christian Outreach – The committee is researching 
how best to spend their funds.  They are looking for 
an area that is not currently being served or is 
underserved in our community.  The Red Bowl 
offerings will continue this year while other 
opportunities are being reviewed. 

Worship Committee:  The committee met on 
February 20th.  The committee consists of  Anita 
Biletzky, Larry Dirst, Ann Engstrom, Barbara 
Weaver, Sarah Mendenhall, Fr. Georges, and Judy 

LaPorta, as administrative assistant.  The schedule 
for Lent was discussed and days and times for 
services established.  Anita was unable to attend the 
meeting, but met with Fr. Georges the day before. 

Barbara Weaver moved that the Parochial Report 
be approved.  Lynne Roberts seconded, and the 
motion carried. 

Office changes:  Beginning April 1st, bookkeeper 
Jean Erlenborn will be in the office on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, and Admin. Ass’t. Judy LaPorta will 
be in the office on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays. 

New Business:  Barbara Weaver asked that the 
purchase of a new organ book be approved.  This 
book has all music with all accompaniments.  The 
cost is $105.00 and Barbara recommended that 
$68.00 be taken from the memorial account of 
Mona Mayeda, and the remainder from the Mary 
Roberts memorial fund.  The balance of the Mary 
Roberts fund could then be transferred to 
Children’s Christian Education.  The motion 
carried. 

Anita Biletzky spoke about reviving our “Come and 
See” program, to focus on new people coming into 
the community.  By obtaining a list of homes sold 
and their new owners, we would be able to target 
new members of the community who may not have, 
or are looking for a new church.   

Fr. Georges announced that March 10th “Keeping 
God’s People Safe” will be offered after the 10:15 
service.  All vestry members, office staff, and 
anyone working with children in Sunday School or 
the nursery must attend.   

John Boies – church lighting – After speaking with 
an electrician, John was told that the first thing to 
try would be installing LED globes to increase the 
lighting.  One LED globe was placed in one of the 
lights in the church. He will be checking on the 
feasibility and cost of installing dimmers on these 
lights. The estimate for installing a switch with a 
timer to feature the rose window was $1,445.00.  To 
purchase a new light for the organ players would be 
between $2-300.00. John will also look into the 
getting the lights that illuminate the stained glass 
over the altar working. 

Henry Vincent moved to adjourn the meeting, Barb 
Weaver seconded, and after a closing prayer by Fr. 
Georges, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta , Vestry Clerk 
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

RED BOWL OFFERING 

Episcopal Relief and Development (ERO) of 
the Episcopal Church Chicago Diocese will 
receive a check for 

$520, $500 from the Christian Outreach 
Committee and $20 from the February Red 
Bowl Offering. Thank you to all 
parishioners who donated to helping out 
with ongoing water issues in Puerto Rico. 

 
The National Alliance of Mental Illness 
of DeKalb County, NAMI, will be the 
designated organization for the April 
Red Bowl Offering. NAMl's mission is 
to improve the lives of people with 
mental illnesses through support, 
education and advocacy. NAMI 
provides various programs and services 
to the community such as Family to 
Family and Basics classes, family 
support groups, school based 
educational programs for adults and 
students, a monthly newsletter, and a 
call line staffed by volunteers. NAMI is 
committed to reducing the stigma of 
mental illness and to promote mental 
wellness. Your donations to the April 
Red Bowl Offering will continue to help 
NAMI serve those living with mental 
illness, as well as their families. All 
donations will remain in DeKalb 
County. 

 
 
HOPE HAVEN DINNERS 

St. Peter's continues to provide a meal for 
the community homeless at Hope Haven 

on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 
Needed volunteers include a chair for each 
month and persons to prepare or purchase 
food. Sign-up sheets for 2019 are located in 
Waterman Hall. Please help the Outreach 
Committee provide one meal each month 
to our area homeless at Hope Haven. 

 
 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 

Please keep the Food Pantry in mind as you 

complete your weekly shopping. Copies of 
the "Top Ten List" for pantry needs can be 
found at the back of the church and in 
Waterman Hall. We need to help fill the 
pantry shelves to prepare for the winter 
months yet to come. 

 
The Committee is also looking for more 
volunteers to transport food donations to 
the Sycamore Food Pantry. Donations 
can be received at the Methodist Church 
anytime during the week. Please see the 
sign-up sheet in Waterman Hall. 

 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

Thank you to all parishioners who delivered 
meals to our community "shut ins" during 
the month of March. Your time and efforts 
are greatly appreciated by VAC and the Meals 
on Wheels program. 

 
The next meeting of the Christian 
Outreach Committee will be held on 
Wednesday, April 10, 12 Noon in 
Waterman Hall. Please feel free to 
join us! 
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The days say to us: Enter 

Come Experience. 

Come live. 

Come savor. 

Theses days are ours to know. 

Ours to Enter. 

Ours to walk. 

Ours to pray. 

Ours to love. 

This Holy Week calls each of us. 

For 40 days we’ve waited and watched.  We’ve 
turned to the darkness.  We’ve let the darkness 
teach us.  We’ve trusted that the light is present 
even as we doubt. 

For 40 days we’ve met in worship.  To hear the 
stories of God’s people.  To sing the songs of 
old.  To pray for the world.  To look into the 
eyes of our neighbors. 

For 40 days we’ve looked to Jesus.  To his 
teaching and healing.  To his questions.  To his 
disciples.  To the road laid before him. 

For 40 days we’ve thought about death.  The 
sign of the cross marked on our foreheads.  
We’ve given thanks for dust.  For the saints.  
For the body that connects us all. 

As we go through the days we are stripped. 

We are laid bare. 

We gather at the table 

We eat and we drink. 

We wash feet. 

We let our feet be washed. 

We come to the garden to pray. 

We come to rest and worry. 

We come to watch in horror. 

We come to see our own guilt. 

We come to lay it all at the foot of the cross. 

To let the emotions wash over us. 

The pain, wonder, fear, uncertainty. 

And then we wait. 

In the darkness. 

In the holiness. 

The days say to us:  Enter 

For 40 days we’ve waited for this week. 

This Holy Week. 

This week that has been waiting for us. 

The week marked by humility and triumph. 

Hope and despair. 

Beauty and disgust. 

Hatred and compassion. 

This week that always was. 

And always will be. 

Holy. 

 

Kimberly Knowle-Zeller  
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Anniversaries to be remembered in 
April 

Birthdays: 

3  Claudia Ruth Hulseberg 

 9  Ryan Drake 

12  Judy Dettloff 

13  Jeffrey Roberts 

13  Fr. Georges Jallouf 

14  Shannan Harley 

15  Lynne Roberts 

15  Joan Mommer 

16  Jean Erlenborn 

19  Donna Hill 

21  Richard Balstrode 

24  Benjamin Mommer 

27  Amanda Riego 

27  Breana Riego 

27  Daniel Harley 

29  Anna Mommer 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 

11  Philip & Lisa Montgomery 

25  Jim & Stefanie Hill 

 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org     
 Larry Dirst   Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 
          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday – beginning week of April 7 

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper 
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org           
Days in office: Monday, Tuesday – beginning 
week of April 7 

 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday 

The Morning Star  

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 
Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta    Editor 
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno, 
Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy Franke   
   Circulation  
 
Deadline for submission of articles     
5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email 
your articles to office@sycamorestpeters.org or 
place them in the Parish Office mailbox in 
Waterman Hall by the 15th of the month. All 
articles are subject to editing for length and 
content.  

The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Lynne Roberts 815-895-4196 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain                     815-899-1124 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill 815-739-1493 
John Vain, Treasurer                     815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk            815-970-2015 
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 
 
                                
 

 
 
 

           


