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The Morning Star 
 

Palm Sunday Service 

 

Kylan Hill joins us as a new acolyte for Palm 
Sunday, joined by Drake Crittenden and Fr. 
Georges.  Welcome Kylan! 

 

 

 

May 2019 
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Easter Sunday Service 

Easter Sunday Service was certainly a joyous and 
beautiful day at St. Peter’s! 

The church was filled with 151 people! 

Adults and children alike enjoyed this special day 
with ringing of bells and singing joyful hymns.  Our 
choir, led by Larry Dirst and Sarah Mendenhall, did 
a wonderful job bringing beautiful music and song 
to us.   

 

 

  

Our newest acolyte, Quinn Carrier, did a 
wonderful job on her first day.  

 

Easter Egg hunt! 
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The Installation 
 

In a joyous celebration on April 27th, Fr. Georges 
Jallouf was installed as the 24th Rector of St. 
Peter’s.  The Right Reverend Jeffrey Lee, Bishop of 
Chicago, presided over the service, Fr. Joseph 
Alsay, a good friend of Fr. Georges, from St. 
Augustine Canterbury, in Edmond, OK, preached a 
lively sermon, and Reverend Gloria Hopewell read 
the canons of the diocese.   
April 27th was also Fr. and Maha’s anniversary and 
the Bishop gave them a special blessing.  
The altar was blessed by the Bishop, as well as the 
cross in the Narthex and the newly renovated 
rectory. 
A luncheon catered by VAC followed the blessings. 
Thank you to the altar guild, the search committee, 
the installation committee, and everyone who had a 
part in making this such a beautiful day, despite the 
snow!!   
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The following is a link to all the pictures taken by 
Josh Boies.  Thanks so much Josh! 
 
https://adobe.ly/2GHxS01 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             
  
 

https://adobe.ly/2GHxS01
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LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 
 
April’s Ladies’ Night Out was held at the Hillside 
Restaurant in DeKalb.  A group of 12 enjoyed each 
other’s company and had a wonderful time.   

We forgot to set a date for May, so watch for an e-

mail that will be coming soon with details. 

 

BOOK CLUB 
 
The May Book Club meeting will be on May 
 7th at 9:30 am.  This month’s book is Born a Crime 
Stories from a South African childhood by Trevor 
Noah.  Please join us! 
 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

RED BOWL OFFERING 

The Red Bowl Offering is located in the back of 
the church, and donations are designated 
monthly to local, national or international 
organizations that can benefit from our help. 

  This month The American Red Cross will   

  receive a check for $515, $500 from the   

  Christian Outreach Committee and $15 from 

  the March Red Bowl Offering. Thank you to all  

  parishioners who donated to aid disaster relief  

  in the United States. 

 
The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Greater 
Chicago Area, will be the designated organization 
for the May Red Bowl Offering. Cystic Fibrosis is 
an inherited disease that causes breathing 
problems, lung disease and problems in other 
organs, and continues to be a life-long disease. 
Three decades ago, most people with cystic 
fibrosis would die in their childhood or youth. 
As the result of the development of improved 
medical technology and good medical care, 
people with cystic fibrosis tend to live longer now 
than in previous decades. With proper 
treatment and care, people with cystic 
fibrosis can live into their mid thirties, and 
in some cases, into their 40's and 50's. 
Cystic Fibrosis is fatal. There is still no cure 
for cystic fibrosis. Donations to the May Red 
Bowl will be directed to research for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation, Greater Chicago area. 
 

 

HOPE HAVEN DINNERS 
St. Peter's continues to provide a meal for the 
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 4'h 
Wednesday of each month. Needed volunteers 
include a chair for each month and persons to 
prepare or purchase food. Sign-up sheets 
through 2019 are located in Waterman Hall. 
Please help the Outreach Committee provide 
one meal each month to our area homeless at 
Hope Haven. 

SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 

Please keep the Food Pantry in mind as you 
complete your weekly shopping. Copies of the 

"Top Ten List" for pantry needs can be found at 
the back of the church and in Waterman Hall. 
We need to help fill the pantry shelves to 
prepare for the spring months. 
The Committee is also looking for more 
volunteers to transport food donations to the 
Sycamore Food Pantry. Donations can be 
received at the Methodist Church any day of the 
week. Please see the sign-up sheet in Waterman 
Hall. 

 
 The next meeting of the Christian 

Outreach Committee will be held on 

Wed., May 8, 12 Noon in Waterman 

Hall. 
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Minutes 

3/21/19 
Approved 4/11/19 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 by Phil 
Montgomery.  Those present were Phil 
Montgomery, John Vain, John Boies, Henry 
Vincent, Anita Biletzky, Donna Hill, Bronwyn 
Burgweger, Fr. Georges Jallouf, and Judy LaPorta, 
clerk. 

Guests were Jane Ovitz and Cindy Vain. 

After an opening prayer by Fr. Georges, the Agenda 
was approved, by a motion by John Boies, seconded 
by John Vain, with the addition to new business of 
the nursery volunteers. 

John Vain presented the finance reports, noting 
that the utilities are up due to the weather.  The 
carryover accounts have been combined into one 
account.  A motion was made by Donna Hill, 
seconded by Barbara Weaver and carrying, to 
combine the following accounts: 

Frog Friday with Youth Ministry 

Candlestick repair with the Altar Guild 

Come and See with New Program development 

Phil Montgomery moved to approve the Treasurer’s 
report, Henry Vincent seconded, and the motion 
carried. 

Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden, reported that due to 
the high winds, what appeared to be insulation had 
fallen on some of the pews.  Our HVAC contractor 
reported that this was not caused by the furnace or 
heat vents.  A structural engineer reported that it 
was not something structural causing this.  He also 
reported that a chunk of masonry had fallen off the 
north side of the church and was caught in the rain 
gutter.  An estimate was obtained by masonry 
contractor Seyller’s, who quoted $2500.00 to repair 
this as well as several other places that needed 
repair.  John Boies explained what exactly needs to 
be done and passed around pictures of the places 
needing repair.  An estimate of $3,300.00 was also 
obtained by Seyller’s  for foundation repair on the 
rectory. Seyller’s offered a 60 day invoice to allow 
us to receive funds to the FPIF account for 
payment. The funds can come from what is 
currently in the the FPIF account and the next 
deposit from the trust funds.  The side wall at the 
bottom of the ramp leading to the church has sunk 
and is a safety issue.  Seyller’s does not do this type 
of work.  A bid of $450.00 was received from Acme 

Concrete to raise the sidewalk to level.  After 
questions and discussion, the following motions 
were made. 

1.  To approve Seyller’s  repairing the north 

side of the church above the sacristy at a 

cost of $2500.00.  Motion by John Boies, 

seconded by Lynne Roberts, motion 

unanimously carried. 

2.  

  To approve Acme Concrete raising  the 
sunken sidewalk at a cost of $450.00.  
Motion made by John Boies, seconded by 
Henry Vincent and unanimously approved. 
 

3. To approve Seyler’s  work on the foundation 

of the rectory, including replacing face 

brick, coping, and tuck pointing, at a cost of 

$3,300.00. The motion was made by John 

Boies and seconded by Anita Biletzky.  

There were 7 yes votes, one no vote by John 

Vain and Bronwyn Burgweger abstained 

from the vote.  Motion carried. 

Anita Biletzky reported that the Wetzel house will 
be available at the end of April when our tenants 
move out.  There is a party interested.  A motion 
was made by Bronwyn Burgweger, seconded by 
Donna Hill, to raise the rent to $1200.00 to new 
tenants.  Motion carried. 

The other rental property, the Nolan house, has a 
lot of issues that need to be addressed. 

Fr. Georges will meet with the R & R committee to 
discuss long term goals and priorities. 

Senior Warden, Phil Montgomery reported that 
there is an issue that they are working on that will 
be discussed next month. 

Outreach Committee:  Report attached 

Caregivers Committee:  Report attached. 

Growth Ministry Committee:  Bronwyn Burgweger 
reported that the committee was well attended, and  
they discussed some great ideas for growth.  She 
passed around post cards that had been created by 
Jack Frost, to invite people to St. Peter’s.   

Rector Report – Fr. Georges has now been at St. 
Peter’s for 6 months and he has learned and 
observed.  We have some very talented people at St. 
Peter’s .  We all need to support Outreach projects.  
He reported the new Growth Ministry Committee 
that has been established, including, Josh Boies, 
Josh Crittenden, Chris and Denielle Noe, Jack 
Frost, Stephanie Hill, John Vain, Lynne Roberts, 
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Bronwyn Burgweger, and Brian and Erin Duffy.  Fr. 
Georges reported that he had 6 people at the Oak 
Crest service this month. 

Fr. Georges encouraged all members of the Vestry 
to be more active in church. He asked for a list of all 
committees, a description and their   
responsibilities . 

Old Business – None 

New Business – Barb Weaver brought up the fact 
that we do not always 2 people in the Nursery, 
which could be problematic, as we saw in our 
Keeping God’s People Safe video.  This will be on 
the agenda to be discussed at the April meeting. 

The next Vestry meeting will be Thursday, April 
11th, which is one week early due to Holy Week. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Barbara Weaver, 
seconded by Bronwyn Burgweger, and carried. 

After a closing prayer by Fr. Georges, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:55 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta 

Vestry Clerk 

 

 

Sunday School 

Our last Sunday School session will be on Sunday, 
May 9th, where they will continue learning the Our 
Father and also make a craft.  A big thank you to 
Jean Evans and Jenny Sidmore for the wonderful 
job they did in teaching our children.   

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Our Vacation Bible School will be held on June 9-
13th from 5:30 to 8:00 pm.  Opportunities are still 
available to help make this a fun time for our kids!  
Sign up sheets are in Waterman Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 

   1    Donald Hulsey Jr. 

  2    Jenny Sidmore 
 
2    Nicky Blakeslee 

3    Albert Agha 

 4    Kylan Hill 

 8    Stefanie Hill 

15   Stacy Zimmerman 

17   Ann Engstrom 

20  Kathryn Egler 

21  Josh Crittenden 

21  Louis Andrezj Boies 

23  Trisha Crittenden 

25  Amanda Shea 

27  Chris Noe 

28  John Boies 
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Wedding Anniversaries 

7   Jack and Susan Frost 

9   Elizabeth and Walter Adamczyk 

17  George & Janice Abizaid 

18  Dale and Lyndee Vierck 

25  Richard & Jane Garvey 

29  Tom & Pat Klein 

 

CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO 
DIRECTORY 

Pam Bradford – phone 815-262-2984 

Sarah Mendenhall phone 815-766-1048 

 
Dale & Tammy Montgomery 
2605 McQueen Rd. 
Malta, IL  60150 
Phone 815-761-7741 
dmontgomery1950@yahoo.com 

Deb & Larry Sipp home 815-286-7147 
Deb’s cell  815-302-5581 
Larry’s Cell  779-400-9152 
 
 
 
 

 
Gary and Mary Beth Busch – new address 

1400 Orchid St., Yorkville, IL  60560 
Mary Beth phone 815-593-3774 
Gary phone 815-970-2675 
Home phone 630-708-3033 

 

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org     
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
Larry Dirst 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 
          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper 
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org           Days  
in office: Monday, Tuesday  

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday 

The Morning Star  

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 
Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta    Editor 
Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol Quitno, Pat 
Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy Franke     
 Circulation  
 
Deadline for submission of articles     5:00 
PM on the 20th of each month. Email your articles 
to office@sycamorestpeters.org or place them in 
the Parish Office mailbox in Waterman Hall by the 
15th of the month. All articles are subject to editing 
for length and content.  

 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Lynne Roberts 815-895-4196 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain                     815-899-1124 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill 815-739-1493 
John Vain, Treasurer                             815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk            815-970-2015 
 
 

   

mailto:dmontgomery1950@yahoo.com
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
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Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
  218 Somonauk Street 
  Sycamore, IL 60178 
  www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volume 27, Issue 5— May 2019 

 
 

The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
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