
 

 

The Morning Star  

 

A Prayer for Those Who Are 
Worried about the Spread of 
the Coronavirus  

Father,  

Worry and fear are not of Your heart. 1 John 4 

reminds us that perfect love casts out all fear, 

and we pray Your perfect love upon the hearts 

of all those who are burdened with the fear of 

this virus. Lord, we know with no doubt that 

You are bigger than the threat of anything, 

especially illnesses. Please comfort those who 

are living in fear, please free them from the 

bondage that anxiety creates within. Remind 

them that You are still on the Throne and that 

You are still in control. Fully rain down the 

serenity that comes only from the Prince of 

Peace. Help those who are living in unease to 

trust You in this time so that in times to come 

we may rest assured that You will be faithful to 

be  
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with us until the end of the age. We rest at the 

Throne of the Almighty such fears and cast 

them upon You (1 Peter 5:7), for Your burden is 

Light and Your Yoke is easy (Matthew 11:30), 

we know You cover us with Your wings (Psalm 

91:4).  

In Jesus’ name, Amen  

COMMUNICATION 
DURING THE PANDEMIC 

While most of us are staying home, 
as we are able, communication is 
extremely important.  We have 
found Zoom meetings and worship 
are a good way for us to stay in 
touch.  If you have a smart phone 
or a computer, you can see the 
smiling faces of your fellow 
members!  Fr. Georges has been 
offering prayers and readings on 
Sunday mornings at 11:00.  Sign in 
information for these Zoom 
services are emailed weekly.  Fr. 
Georges is also posting 
Reflection videos on FaceBook 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/5-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/11-30.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/91-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/91-4.html


 

weekly, which have been very well received. 
Anyone needing help with Zoom can contact 
Tammy Newquist. 
Tamaralnewquist@gmail.com or 815-540-
9660.   

Tammy has graciously offered to help us as we 
learn this new way of getting together. 

The office is open M-F from 9-1 if you need to 
call.  (please do not come in person, if 
possible)Please feel free to call with any 
questions or concerns.  Fr. Georges is available 
for any needs you may have.   

PLEDGES AND DONATIONS 

Thank you to those that have continued to 
submit their pledges and donations by mail. 
We are still processing pledges and donations 
to your account statement. Please forward all 
pledges and donation to St. Peter's to the 
attention of John Vain. All pledges/donations 
remain confidential. Thank you for your 
continued sharing during these unique times. 
Stay Safe-Stay Well.  

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

HOPE HAVEN 
 
The Outreach Committee teamed with 
Inboden’s again in April to provide a meal for 
our community homeless residing at Hope 
Haven in DeKalb.  The meal consisted of BBQ 
pork on buns, warm loaded baked potato salad, 
fruit, brownies and beverages.  Inboden’s 
delivered the meal to Hope Haven to avoid as 
much “person to person” contact as possible.  
We hope to be back to normal in May and use 
our own cooking skills to provide a meal to 
Hope Haven on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month! 
 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
The Outreach Committee, along with Larry 
Dirst, took a long look at the way St. Peter’s 
helps out the Sycamore Food Pantry located at 
the First United Methodist Church in 
Sycamore.  We came to the conclusion that we 
are no longer going to collect and deliver 
canned and nonperishable goods to the food 
pantry.  Instead, we will place the Red Bowl 
Offering at the back of the church once again 

and collect funds to donate to the Sycamore 
Food Pantry each month.  With each dollar 
donated, the food pantry can purchase $8 of 
food from the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  
This approach allows the food pantry to 
purchase more food and respond better to our 
specific community needs.  The Outreach 
Committee will also donate $500 in May to 
help cover the increased need for food during 
this Coronavirus period.  The Outreach 
Committee hopes the parishioners of St. Peter’s 
will continue to support the Sycamore Food 
Pantry in this new way.  specific community 
needs.  The Outreach Committee will also 
donate $500 in May to help cover the increased 
need for food during this Coronavirus period.  
The Outreach Committee hopes the 
parishioners of St. Peter’s will continue to 
support the Sycamore Food Pantry in this new 
way.   
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Although the church doors are closed, our hearts are open and The Lord is with us.  
Sunday readings for May: 

 

May 3 – The Fourth Sunday of Easter: 

The First Lesson 

Acts 2:42-47 

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who 

believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 

they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

The Gospel 

John 10:1-10 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 

them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 

they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know 

the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 

was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All 

who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever 

enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  

 

May 10 The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

The First Lesson 

Acts 7:55-60 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged 

him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named 

Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and 

cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.  



 

The Gospel 

John 14:1-14 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the 

way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show 

us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 

you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I 

do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very 

truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 

works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”  

 

May 17 – The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

The First Lesson 

Acts 17:22-31 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 

way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 

proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all 

nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 

places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—

though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as 

even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we 

ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination 

of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness 

by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

The Gospel 

John 14:15-21 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 

you.”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, 



 

but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 

and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

May 21 Saturday– Ascension Day 

The Collect 

O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, that by reason of the frailty of our 

nature we cannot always stand upright: Grant us such strength and protection as may support us in all 

dangers, and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Hosea 6:1–6 

“Come, let us return to the LORD; 

for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 

he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 

After two days he will revive us; 

on the third day he will raise us up, 

that we may live before him. 

Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; 

his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 

he will come to us like the showers, 

like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

Your love is like a morning cloud, 

like the dew that goes away early. 

Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, 

I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 

and my judgement goes forth as the light. 

For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

the knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings.  

The Gospel 

Luke 18:9–14 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with 

contempt: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' But the tax 

collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, `God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 



 

May 24 – The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

The First Lesson 

Acts 1:6-14 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they 

were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 

journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 

Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to 

prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  

 

The Gospel John 17:1-11 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 

glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 

given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 

from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know 

in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am 

not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 

mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  

May 31 – The Day of Pentecost - Whitsunday

The Collect 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift 

of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may 

reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

The First Lesson 

Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the 

crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 

Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

"What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 

for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:`In the last 

days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall  

prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and  

fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming 

 of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

 saved.' " 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! *in wisdom you have made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide seawith its living things too many to number, * 

creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships,and there is that Leviathan, *which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you *to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; *you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *you take away their breath,and they die and return to 

their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; *may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; *I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; *I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. *Hallelujah! 

 



 

The New Testament 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 

Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 

the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 

the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated 

by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.For just as the 

body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and 

we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

The Gospel 

John 20:19-23 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 

had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  

MORNING AND EVENING 
PRAYERS FOR MAY 

 
 

May 4   

Morning Psalms 41, 52  

  Exodus 32:1-20 

  Matthew 5:1-10 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm 44 
Wisdom 1:16-2:11, 21-24 
Colossians 3:18-4:6(7-18) 

Collect BCP225 

May 5  

Morning Psalm 45 

  Exodus 32:21-34 

  Matthew 5:11-16 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening         Psalm 47,48 
                         Wisdom 3:1-9 
                         1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

  Collect BCP225 

  
 

 

May 6   

Morning Psalm 119:49-72 

  Exodus 33:1-23 

  Matthew 5:17-20 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalms 49, (53) 

Wisdom 4:16-5:8 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

Collect BCP225 

May 7 

Morning Psalm 50 

  Exodus 34:1-17 

  Matthew 5:21-26 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalms (59, 60) or 114, 115 

  Wisdom 5:9-23 

  1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 

  Collect BCP225 



 

May 8 

Morning Psalms 40, 54 

  Exodus 34:18-35 

  Matthew 5:27-37 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm51 

  Wisdom 6:12-23 

  1 Thessalonians 3:1-13 

  Collect BCP225 

May 9 

Morning Psalm 55 

  Exodus 40:18-38 

  Matthew 5:38-48 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalms 138-139:1-17 (18-23) 

  Wisdom 7:1-14 

  1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

  Collect BCP225 

May 11 

Morning Psalms 56, 57, (58) 

Leviticus 16:1-19 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18  

Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalms 64, 65 

  Wisdom 9:1, 7-18 

  Thessalonians 4:13-18 

  Collect BCP225 

May 12  

Morning Psalms 61, 62 

  Leviticus 16:20-34 

  Matthew 6:7-15 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm 68:1-20(21-23) 24-36 

  Wisdom 10:1-4, (5-12), 13-21 

  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

  Collect BCP225 

May 13 

Morning Psalm 72 

  Leviticus 19:1-18 

  Matthew 6:19-24 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm 119:73-96 

  Wisdom 13:1-9 

  1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 

  Collect BCP225 

May 14 

Morning Psalms (70), 71 

  Leviticus 19:26-37 

  Matthew 6:25-34 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm 74 

  Wisdom 14:27-15:3 

  2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

  Collect BCP225 

 

May 15 

Morning Psalm 106:1-18 

  Leviticus 23:1-22 

Matthew 7:1-12 

Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm 106:19-48 

  Wisdom 16:15-17:1 

  2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 

  Collect BCP225 

 

May 16  

Morning Psalms 75, 76 

  Leviticus 23:23-44 

  Matthew 7:13-21 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalms 23,27 

  Wisdom 19:1-8, 18-22 

  2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 

  Collect BCP225 

 

May 18 

Morning Psalm 80 

  Leviticus 25:35-55 

  Matthew 13:1-16 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalms 77 (79) 

  Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

  Colossians 1:9-14 

  Collect BCP225 

 

May 19  

Morning Psalm 78:1-39 

  Leviticus 26:1-20 

  Matthew 13:18-23 

  Collect BCP225 



 

Evening Psalm 78:40-72 

  Deuteronomy 8:11-20 

  1 Timothy 2:1-6 

  Collect BCP225 

 

May 20  

Morning Psalm 119:97-120 

  Leviticus 26:27-42 

  Ephesians 1:1-10 

  Matthew 22:41-46 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm 68:1-20 

  2 Kings 2:1-15 

  Revelation 5:1-14 

  Collect BCP225 

 

May 21  

Morning Psalm 8, 47 

  Daniel 7:9-14 

  Matthew 28:16-20 

  Collect BCP226 

Evening Psalms 24, 96 

  Ezekiel 1:1-14, 24-28b 

  Hebrews 2:5-18 

  Collect BCP226 

 

May 22 

Morning Psalms 85, 86 

  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

  Matthew 7:22-27 

  Collect BCP226 

Evening Psalms 91, 92 

  Ezekiel 1:28-3:3 

  Ephesians 2:1-10 

  Collect BCP226 

 

May 23 

Morning Psalms 87, 90 

  Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29 

  Matthew 7:28-8:4 

  Collect BCP226 

Evening Psalm 136 

  Ezekiel 3:4-17 

  Ephesians 2:11-22 

  Collect BCP226 

May 25  

Morning Psalm 89:1-18 

  Joshua 1:1-9 

  Matthew 8:5-17 

  Collect BCP225 

Evening Psalm 89:19-52 

Ezekiel 4:1-17 

Ephesians 3:1-13 

Collect BCP225 

May 26 

Morning Psalms 97,99 (100) 

  1 Samuel 16:1-13a 

  Matthew 8:18-27 

  Collect BCP226 

Evening Psalms 94, (95) 

  Ezekiel 7:10-15, 23b-27 

  Ephesians 3:14-21 

  Collect BCP226 

May 27 

Morning Psalms 101: 109:1-4 (5-
19)20-30 

  Isaiah 4:2-6 

  Matthew 8:28-34 

  Collect BCP226 

Evening Psalms 119:121-144 

  Ezekiel 11:14-25 

  Ephesians 4:1-16 

  Collect BCP226 

  

May 28 

Morning Psalm 105:1-22 

  Zechariah 4:1-14 

  Matthew 9:1-8 

  Collect BCP226 

Evening Psalm 105:23-45 

  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 

  Ephesians 4:17-32 

  Collect BCP226 

 

May 29 

Morning Psalm 102 

  Jeremiah 31:27-34 

  Matthew 9:9-17 

  Collect BCP227 

Evening Psalm 107:1-32 



 

  Ezekiel 34:17-31 

  Ephesians 5:1-20 

  Collect BCP226 

 

May 30  

Morning Psalms 107:33-43, 108:1-6 
(7-13) 

 Ezekiel 36:22-27 

 Ephesians 6:10-24 

 Matthew 9:18-26 

  Collect BCP226  

Evening Psalm 23 

 Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20 

 1 Peter 2:4-10 

  Collect BCP227 

 

 

 
 
Ever present God, 
Be with us in our isolation, 
Be close to us in our distancing, 
Be healing in our sickness, 
Be joy in our sadness, 
Be light in our darkness, 
Be wisdom in our confusion, 
Be all that is familiar when all is unfamiliar, 
That when the doors reopen  
We may with the zeal of Pentecost 
Inhabit our communities 
And speak of your goodness  
To an emerging world. 
For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 

 
Andrew Nunn, Southwark Cathedral 
              

   WHEN GOD 

CREATED 

MOTHERS 

When the Good Lord was creating mothers, He 
was into his sixth day of “overtime” when an 
angel appeared and said, “You’re doing a lot of 
fiddling around on this one.”  

And the Lord said, “Have you read the specs on 
this order?  

• She has to be completely washable, but 
not plastic; 

• Have 180 movable parts... all 
replaceable; 

• Run on black coffee and leftovers; 
• Have a lap that disappears when she 

stands up; 
• A kiss that can cure anything from a 

broken leg to a disappointed love affair; 
• And six pairs of hands.” 

The angel shook her head slowly and said, “Six 
pairs of hands... no way.”  

“It’s not the hands that are causing me 
problems,” said the Lord. “It’s the three pairs of 
eyes that mothers have to have.”  

“That’s on the standard model?” asked the 
angel.  

The Lord nodded. “One pair that sees through 
closed doors when she asks, ’What are you kids 
doing in there?’ when she already knows. 
Another here in the back of her head that sees 
what she shouldn’t but what she has to know, 
and of course the ones here in front that can 
look at a child when he goofs up and say, ’I 
understand and I love you’ without so much as 
uttering a word.”  

“Lord,” said the angel, touching His sleeve 
gently, “Go to bed. Tomorrow...”  



 

“I can’t,” said the Lord, “I’m so close to creating 
something so close to myself. Already I have 
one who heals herself when she is sick... can 
feed a family of six on one pound of 
hamburger... and can get a nine-year-old to 
stand under a shower.”  

The angel circled the model of a mother very 
slowly. “It’s too soft,” she sighed.  

“But she’s tough!” said the Lord excitedly. “You 
cannot imagine what this mother can do or 
endure.”  

“Can it think?”  

“Not only can it think, but it can reason and 
compromise,” said the Creator.  

Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger 
across the cheek. “There’s a leak,” she 
pronounced. “I told You You were trying to 
push too much into this model.”  

“It’s not a leak,” said the Lord. “It’s a tear.”  

“What’s it for?”  

“It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, 
loneliness, and pride.”  

“You are a genius,” said the angel.  

The Lord looked somber. “I didn’t put it there,” He 
said. 

Erma Bombeck 

 

                   
 

Memorial Day Prayer  

Dear Heavenly Father, 

On this day of remembrance for those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice for the 
freedoms we enjoy every day, we consider how 
they have followed in the footsteps of your Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Please hold our servicemen and women in your 
strong arms. Cover them with your sheltering 
grace and your presence as they stand in the 
gap for our protection. 

We also remember the families of our troops. 
We ask for your unique blessings to fill their 
homes, and we pray for your peace, provision, 
hope, and strength to fill their lives. 

May the members of our armed forces be 
supplied with the courage to face each day and 
may they trust in the Lord's mighty power to 
accomplish each task. Let our military brothers 
and sisters feel our love and support. 

Sovereign God and Lord of all nations, may we 
take time to reflect on the great blessings we 
share as a nation and as a people. Our blessings 
have come at a high cost to others. May we 
remember these sacrifices always with deep 
gratitude. 

We ask that you would grant wisdom to the 
leaders of our armed forces. Guide and direct 
them in their decisions. May they be led by 
your will and your heart as they pursue our 
nation's freedom. We continue to pray for 
peace in our world. Lord, let your kingdom 
come on earth as it is in heaven. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 

Amen. 

Mary Fairchild 

 

  

https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.learnreligions.com/meaning-of-gods-grace-for-christians-700723
https://www.learnreligions.com/meaning-of-gods-grace-for-christians-700723
https://www.learnreligions.com/hope-bible-verses-701341
https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-courage-701347
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-gods-sovereignty-700697
https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-wisdom-701361
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-kingdom-of-god-701988


 

 

SAINT PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 20, 2020 

Approved April 16, 2020 

 

The vestry meeting was called to order at 7:00 
pm by Fr. Georges with a prayer.  Those 
present were:  Phil Montgomery, Anita 
Biletzky, John Vain, Lynne Roberts, Henry 
Burgweger, Liane O’Keefe, John Boies and 
Judy LaPorta, vestry clerk. 

Absent were Donna Hill and Varsie Geisler. 

Added to the Agenda were the Parochial Report 
under New Business and Come and See under 
Old Business. 

Anita Biletzky moved to approve the agenda, 
Phil seconded and the motion carried. 

John Boies moved to approve the minutes of 
the January meeting, Henry Burgweger 
seconded, and the motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John apologized for the 
reports being sent late, and explained that 
because we operate on a cash basis, and the 
rental properties are now on an accrual basis, 
there are were some problems with the system.  
The accrual of the rental properties was tabled 
and John Vain, John Boies, and Anita Biletzky 
will discuss outside of the meeting. 

John then explained the Treasurer’s reports in 
detail for the new members. 

Anita Biletzky moved to approve the 
Treasurer’s report, Lynne Roberts seconded, 
and the motion carried. 

Committee reports: 

Caregivers – no meeting this month. 

Outreach – There are now only 2 members, so 
need additional members to accomplish 
projects.   

Lynne Roberts suggested that committee 
reports be presented to the vestry each month.  
Phil Montgomery will e-mail committee chairs 
and request monthly reports. 

Buildings & Grounds: Anita Biletzky continues 
to research security systems and what would be 
best for St. Peter’s. 

Rector report:  Fr. Georges passed around the 
Parochial Report for the vestry to review. 

Bishop Lee is not available to come to St. 
Peter’s for confirmation and receiving new 
members.  Those being confirmed or received 
will need to go to the Cathedral on Saturday, 
May 30th.  There will be 4 classes in May prior 
to that date.  He recommended that on Sunday, 
May 31st, we hold a reception for those who 
were confirmed or received.  The ECW will 
coordinate.   
Old Business:  Anita Biletzky passed out a copy 
of Emergency Procedures for the Vestry to 
review. 
 
Parochial Report:  Anita Biletzky moved to 
approve the Parochial Report, Lynne Roberts 
seconded, and the motion carried. 
 
New Business: Anita Biletzky and Jack Frost 
have prepared a hand out for those people who 
are not members and come to Ashes to Go. It is 
a booklet with an invitation to join us for 
Easter, and a card with church information.  
Banners will be ordered for the front of the 
church with information for Holy Week 
services.   
A big thank-you to Jack Frost for creating the 
Come and See booklets and all the work he 
does for St. Peter’s.   
 
Anita Biletzky moved to adjourn the meeting, 
Henry Burgweger seconded, and the motion 
carried. 
 
After a closing prayer, the meeting adjourned 
at 8:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy LaPorta 
Vestry Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 



 

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 26, 2020 

Approved April 16, 2020 

 

This Vestry meeting was held online through 
ZOOM.  This is the first time in the history of St. 
Peter’s that the Vestry meeting was held in this 
manner. 

Those present were:  John Vain, John Boies, Varsie 
Geisler, Phil Montgomery, Lynne Roberts, Anita 
Biletzky, Liane O’Keefe, Fr. Georges Jallouf, Fr. 
Mark Geisler, and Judy LaPorta, vestry clerk. 

Guest:  Jack Frost 

Absent were:  Henry Burgweger and Donna Hill 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Fr. 
Georges who then gave an opening prayer. 

Treasurer’s report:  John Vain informed the vestry 
that money had been transferred from the prepaid 
pledge account to the operating account.  A large 
number of parishioners typically pay their pledge 
early.  We are now at 40% of our pledge income.  
We currently have little income, due to the fact that 
no services are being held, but our expenses 
remain.  It may be necessary to transfer money 
from the carryover account for operating expenses. 

A discussion was held regarding sending a letter to 
parishioners reminding them that they can mail or 
drop off their pledge payments in the church 
mailbox at this time.  It was proposed by Anita 
Biletzky that the letter not be sent immediately to 
give people some time to adjust to what is going on 
in the world.  It was also brought up that some 
parishioners may not be able to pay at this time due 
to the fact that they are not able to work and our 
letter should reflect that we understand that.  All 
members present      ( Phil Montgomery, Anita 
Biletzky, John Vain, John Boies, Varsie Geisler, 
Lynne Roberts, and Liane O’Keefe) agreed verbally 
that the letter would not be sent until April 1st.  The 
wardens will send the proposed letter to the vestry. 

It was also recommended by the vestry that Fr. 
Georges communicate at least weekly to the 
congregation through e-mail messages.  These 
messages will be mailed to those with no e-mail 
addresses.   

Junior Warden Report:  Larry Dirst has repaired 
the door to the music room, which is very much 
appreciated.  Anita reported that she has checked in 
with both tenants and everything is good with 
them. 

Rector Report:  Fr. Georges reported that Bishop 
Lee has instructed the clergy that they should not 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist at this time to share 
online.  Fr. Georges will live stream at 10:30 on 
Sundays Adoration and Meditation, which is 
allowed.  Weekly readings and comment will be e-
mailed and mailed to all parishioners.  There will be 
no Holy Week celebrations.  The Bishop told clergy 
not to worry about weekly attendance numbers due 
to the corona virus.  Because palms had been 
ordered and received, the altar guild will decorate 
our doors with the palms.  Anita Biletzky has 
ordered a sign to let people know that although our 
doors are closed, our church is still here.   

Fr. Georges also reported that the Bishop has 
pushed back his retirement. He will check with the 
diocese to see if it is possible for him to come to St. 
Peter’s for confirmations and to receive new 
members.   

Because it had not been previously approved, John 
Boies moved to approve the Treasurer’s report, 
Anita Biletzky seconded and the motion carried. 

Jack Frost reported that he and Anita Biletzky are 
working on letters to the congregation that will be 
sent weekly.  The letter will encourage parishioners 
to share their personal stories in order for us all to 
remain in touch, and encourage each other during 
this difficult time. It was also recommended that Fr. 
Georges record a video to the congregation. 

After a prayer by Jack Frost, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:35pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta 
Vestry clerk 

         

        

 



 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST             
APRIL 2020 

CAROL WELLS 
BETHANY HEALTH CARE 
3298 RESOURCE PARKWAY    #109 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
HARRIET GEORGE 
1217 LOREN DRIVE 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CYNTHIA DORBAND 
1600 NORTH FOURTEENTH STREET    #204 
DEKALB, IL 60115 
 
BETH KROGMAN 
DEKALB AREA RETIREMENT CENTER (OAK 
CREST) 
HEALTH CARE CENTER – W104 
2499 GREENWOOD ACRES DRIVE 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CAROL QUITNO 
2675 ROBERTS CIRCLE 
DEKALB, IL 60115 
 
DICK BALSTRODE 
1133 NORTH 7TH STREET   
APT 801 
ROCHELLE, IL  61068 
 
BUD GREGORY 
2600 NORTH ANNIE GLIDDEN ROAD 
ROOM 203 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
    
PAT KNUDSEN 
1228 BELLVUE DRIVE                                  
DEKALB, IL  60115                                       
 
MIKE BLAKESLEE 
111 EAST LINCOLN STREET 
SYCAMORE, IL  60178 
 
FATHER THOMAS ROSA       (SUPPLY 
PRIEST FOR ST.PETER’S) 
WESLEY WILLOWS RETIREMENT CENTER 
414 NORTH ROCKTON AVENUE 
ROCKFORD, IL  61103 
 
BILLY CLEM 
PO BOX 4559 

SYCAMORE, IL  60178 
 

LARRY SMITH 
26645 SCHAFER ROAD 
CLARE, IL  60111 
 

 

May Birthdays 

 

1 Jenny Sidmore 

2    Nicky Blakeslee 

3    Albert Agha 

 4     Kylan Hill 

 8     Stefanie Hill 

17    Ann Engstrom 

20   Kathryn Egler 

21    Josh Crittenden 

21    Louis Andrezj Boies 

23   Trisha Crittenden 

25    Amanda Shea 

27    Chris Noe 

28   John Boies 

29   James Waterman 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

    

7   Jack and Susan Frost 

17  George & Janice Abizaid 

25  Richard & Jane Garvey 

29  Tom & Pat Klein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Fr. Mark Geisler                       Assistant to the Rector  
Desiree Goodale                                                  Deacon      
Sarah Mendenhall                 Organist 
Larry Dirst                                 contributing Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant          
office@sycamorestpeters.org        
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                           

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper         
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org  
Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta          Editor 
Circulation: Barbara Weaver and Nancy Franke    
 
Deadline for submission of articles  

 5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org. All articles must 
be submitted electronically and are subject to 
editing for length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr. Warden          847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden    815-793-5500 
Lynn Roberts      815-895-4196 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill                                       815-739-1493 
John Vain     81 5-899-1124 
Liane O’Keefe                       815-501-7798 
Henry Burgweger            815-751-8248 
Varsie Geisler                                  815-766-1127  
John Vain, Treasurer           815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry clerk           815-970-2015
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 
 

                               


