
 

   

The Morning Star   
  
Keeping the Promises We 
Make: A Message from 
Bishop Lee 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

In making and renewing the vows of Holy 
Baptism, we commit ourselves to seek and serve 
Christ in every person, and to do so by striving 
for justice and peace among all people. In other 
words, we promise to put our faith into practice. 
Faith is not simply a matter of personal 
devotion, but a way of living out 
the implications of what Jesus Christ has done 
for us by his death and resurrection. As 
Christians, we promise to take our part in 
creating a society more like the one God wants 
to see. 

                 

 

 

  July 2020 

 

What kind of a world, what kind of society is 
that? 

My friend and colleague, the Very Rev. Kelly 
Brown Douglas, wrote this yesterday: “George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery. In 
response to President John Kennedy’s 
assassination Martin Luther King, Jr. said 
‘While the question of who killed President 
Kennedy?’ is important, the question of ‘What 
killed him? is more important.’ Inasmuch as 
what is killing black people in this country—be 
it the racialized realities of a pandemic or racist 
policing—is about the systemic, structural and 
cultural realities of white supremacy endemic to 
the fabric of this country, it is also about much 
more than that. It is about the collective soul of 
America.” You can read her entire statement, 
titled “America’s Lost Soul,” on the Union 
Theological Seminary website. 

As Christians and as people of this country, I 
pray that we will not be numbed by videos of 
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brutal acts of police violence so 
disproportionately committed against people of 
color. Nor can we become paralyzed or 
embittered by the predictable, violent 
consequences of these acts, which are just one 
manifestation of our long history of racial 
injustice. Instead, I pray that we will find new 
energy to put into practice our collective will to 
change our society. I pray that we will be driven 
to make our voices heard—peacefully in the 
streets if need be, and certainly in the halls of 
Congress and at the ballot box. 

In this moment, both the collective soul of 
America and our identity as members of the 
Body of Christ are at stake. Come Holy Spirit, fill 
us with your love and power that we may keep 
the promises and vows we make. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. 

Faithfully, 

The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee 
Bishop of Chicago 

 

Church Reopening 

On March 22, 2020, after the 10:15 service, St. 
Peter’s closed its’ doors according the direction 
of both the Governor and the Episcopal church, 
due to the spread of the Corona virus.  Since that 
time, Fr. Georges has offered Zoom worship on 
Sundays at 11:00 for any that wish to attend.  
The buildings have been closed, no meetings 
have been held, and preparations have been 
made for when we do reopen the church. 

On June 27th the doors to St. Peter’s will be 
opened and services will begin.  E-mails and 
letters were sent to the congregation explaining 
the reopening process, additional services have 
been added, and our service will include 
communion with bread only.   

The following is the letter sent to our 
parishioners via e-mail and snail mail, if e-mail 
was not available: 

 

My beloved members of St. Peter’s, 

Bishop Lee is now allowing worship services in 
the church.  Our first service will be on 
Saturday June 27th at 5:30 pm.  Our plan for 
reopening has been approved by both the 
vestry and the Bishop.  I miss you all and look 
forward to seeing and worshipping with you.  
Because of the limited number of people who 
can attend at one time, we have added 
additional services to try to accommodate 
everyone.   

The schedule will be as follows: 

Saturday  5:30 pm 
Sunday  9:00 am 
              10:00 am 
                          11:00 am 
Sunday Zoom service 11:00 am  
 
We will be following the guidelines set out by the 
Bishop and the Governor.  

Attached you will find the schedule for each 
service and those that have signed up.  Please let 
us know what time you would like to attend if 
you haven’t already.   

The church and Waterman Hall have been deep 
cleaned and the carpet was cleaned as well.  
Entry to the church will be through the front 
door only and exiting will be through the side 
door.  (In the event you are not able to use the 
stairs, an exception will be made to use the side 
door with the ramp). Waterman Hall will be 
available for restroom use only.  Only one 
person in the rest rooms at a time.  The 
kitchen door will be locked so you will 
want to park in the front of the church.   

Face masks must be worn when entering 
the church.  Reserved signs will be on the pews 
available for use, and you will be able to sit only 
with your family. Masks and hand sanitizer will 
be available if you forget yours. Hands must 
be sanitized before accepting 
communion.  Wine will not be given.  Fr. 
Georges and Fr. Mark will wash and sanitize 
their hands before giving communion.  Please 
leave your mask on until you return to your pew 
to take your communion.  Everyone should 
follow social distancing of 6’ apart. Marks on the 
carpet will indicate a distance of 6’.  No 
handshakes or hugs during the Peace, please, 
just a sign of peace.  Bulletins will be on the 



 

usher’s table in the back of the church.  Your 
name will be on the bulletin, so you will touch 
only your own.  Bulletins should be taken home 
or placed in the recycle bin in the back of the 
church – please do not leave in the pews.  We 
will not be passing the baskets for your offering, 
please place your envelopes and offerings in the 
basket provided, or mail to the church office. 
The pews and doors will be wiped down after 
each service. 

Unfortunately, we are not able to have singing at 
this time. Larry and Sarah will provide organ 
music for the Prelude and Postlude.  There will 
be no coffee hour and you are asked leave the 
church building as soon as the service is over. 

These precautions are for your safety and should 
be adhered to.  Thank you all for your 
understanding as we work to open our church in 
this new environment. Please call the office if 
you have any questions. 

God’s peace, 

Father Georges Phil Montgomery 
Rector   Senior Warden 
   
Anita Biletzky 
Junior Warden 

 

St. Peter’s Celebrates 
Graduates 

On a beautiful, sunny Sunday, members of St. 
Peter’s delivered balloons and “goody bags” to 
our graduates.  They all were surprised and 
excited to see the St. Peter’s crew, Lynne 
Roberts, Tammy Newquist and John and Cindy 
Vain. 

Gifts were left for those who weren’t home, and 
those not living in the area will receive their 
goody bag through the mail.   

Congratulations to all of our graduates, we are 
proud of you!! 

 

Keegan Potter 

 

Ella & Kylan Hill 

 

 



 

 

Robbie Hill accepting for sister Hannah 

 

 

Allie Drake and mom Trisha 

 

 

 

Quinn Carrier 

 

 

  Gwynneth Boynton 

 



 

 

Eric Biletzky accepting for Clara 

 

 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

HOPE HAVEN DINNERS 
St. Peter’s will continue to partner with 
Inboden’s to prepare the June 24th meal for 50 
homeless persons in the DeKalb/Sycamore area 
at Hope Haven.  This assures that food 
preparation is handled by as few persons as 
possible, reducing the risk of passing along 
Covid-19 unknowingly.  Inboden’s usually 
handles the main course, vegetables and salad, 
while parishioners supply fruit, dessert and 
beverages.  This partnership between St. Peter’s 
and Inboden’s allows St. Peter’s to honor the 
commitment to Hope Haven for one meal a 
month in a safe way! 
 
 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
St. Peter’s has stopped all nonperishable food 
and paper goods donations to the  
Sycamore Food Pantry.  Two separate monetary 
donations from the Outreach Committee have 
been made during the Covid-19  “Stay at Home” 
order.  When regular church worship services 
begin, again the Red Bowl Offering will be 
available, with all donations going to the food 
pantry during 2020. 

Monetary donations can be made with a check 
written to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and 
Sycamore Food Pantry on the memo line. 
 
 
 

LILLIAN VALLALEY SCHOOL 
The Lillian Vallely School, located in Blackfoot 
Idaho, has announced it is closing the doors.  
This school was established on the Episcopalian 
religion and academically focused on the 
elementary aged children of the Native 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribe.  During the past few 
years St. Peter’s has donated books, school 
supplies, art supplies and financial aid to 
support this Episcopalian based school.  It is sad 
to see the doors close and end this educational 
dream. 
 
 
 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” 
LIST       JUNE-JULY 2020 

 

CAROL WELLS      
BETHANY HEALTH CARE     
3298 RESOURCE PARKWAY    #109 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
HARRIET GEORGE 
1217 LOREN DRIVE 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CYNTHIA DORBAND 
1600 NORTH FOURTEENTH STREET    #204 
DEKALB, IL 60115 
 
BETH KROGMAN 
2499 GREENWOOD ACRES DRIVE 
DARC HEALTH CARE CENTER – W104 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CAROL QUITNO 
2675 ROBERTS CIRCLE 
DEKALB, IL 60115 
 
DICK BALSTRODE 
1133 NORTH 7TH STREET   
APT 801 
ROCHELLE, IL  61068 
 



 

BUD GREGORY 
2600 NORTH ANNIE GLIDDEN ROAD 
ROOM 203 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
PAT KNUDSEN    
1228 BELLVUE DRIVE                                  
DEKALB, IL  60115                                       
 
MIKE BLAKESLEE 
111 EAST LINCOLN STREET 
SYCAMORE, IL  60178 
 
FATHER THOMAS ROSA    (SUPPLY PRIEST 
FOR ST.PETER’S) 
WESLEY WILLOWS RETIREMENT CENTER 
414 NORTH ROCKTON AVENUE 
ROCKFORD, IL  61103 
 
BILLY CLEM 
PO BOX 4559 
SYCAMORE, IL  60178 
 
TOM KLEIN 
344 MANNING DRIVE 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
JAN FITZHENRY      
665 ROBERTS CIRCLE     
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CHRIS NOE 
1256 ALI DRIVE 
SYCAMORE, IL  0178 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

 

Independence Day    July 4 

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the 
founders of this country won liberty for 
themselves and for us, and lit the torch of 
freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we 
and all the people of this land may have grace to 
maintain our liberties in righteousness and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

    

A Prayer for Racial Harmony 

 
Compassionate and Gracious God, all tribes and 
tongues will one day acknowledge Jesus as Lord. 
Alongside this, we know the truth proclaimed in 
Your Word that we are all created in Your image. 
Too easily we allow division based on culture, 
language, or race. Change our behavior and 

make us united. Let us focus on our shared 
status as Your creation and unite together 
over what we have in common and not fracture 
over how we differ. To You, the Creator of all 
people, I pray. Amen. 

 



 

July Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
  6  John Engstrom 
  8  Ryan Hill 
 10 Erin Duffy 
 11  Macus Mommer 
 15  Al Masco  
 18  Robbie Hill   
 18  Larry Buttimer   
 18  Christopher Newquist 
 19  Trisha Drake 
 20  Drake Crittenden 
 22  Anne Ovitz Ayres 
 22  Helen Bearmish    
 28  Mary Kowing 
 28  Denielle Noe 
 31  Carol Quitno 
 

 
 
 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 
7  Larry & Deb Sipp 
19  Michael & Cecilia Grimson 
20  Pam & Stan Bradford 
26  Ann & John Engstrom 
 
 

 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Fr. Mark Geisler                       Assistant to the Rector  
Desiree Goodale                                                  Deacon      
Sarah Mendenhall                 Organist 
Larry Dirst                                 contributing Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant          
office@sycamorestpeters.org        
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                           

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper         
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org  
Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta          Editor 
Circulation: Barbara Weaver and Nancy Franke    
 
Deadline for submission of articles  

 5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org. All articles must 
be submitted electronically and are subject to 
editing for length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr. Warden          847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden    815-793-5500 
Lynne Roberts      815-895-4196 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill                                       815-739-1493 
John Vain     81 5-899-1124 
Liane O’Keefe                       815-501-7798 
Henry Burgweger            815-751-8248 
Varsie Geisler                                  815-766-1127  
John Vain, Treasurer           815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry clerk           815-970-2015 
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 
 

                               


