
 

   

THE MORNING STAR  
 

COVID 19 AT ST. PETER’S 

We are excited to be back in the church for our 
Holy Eucharist!! 

This sure has been an unusual time for all of us.  
Thank you to all of you for being flexible with 
our services and the changes we have had to 
make.  Beginning August 1st, services will be 
held in the church on Sundays at 9:00 am 
and 10:00 am only.  We will continue to 
have our Zoom services at 11:00 on 
Sundays for those who are not comfortable or 
unable to attend our services at the church.   

We are dedicated to keeping St. Peter’s clean, 
safe and available to all who wish to come and 
worship.  Extra cleaning, social distancing, and 
mask wearing has become second nature to 
many of us, and we may not like it, but at this 
time these are necessary.   

In August we are typically getting our kids ready 
for the new school year, buying school supplies 
and new clothes.  As of this writing, we are 
unsure what the new school year will look like.  
It will most likely be a hybrid of in person and 
remote learning.    We need to pray for all of our 
children, their parents, and their teachers as 
they enter this new normal. 

     AUGUST 2020 
 

Call4Calm Emotional Support 

Line 
Covid 19 has caused stress for many of us. If you 
need help dealing with the pressures and stress 
of the pandemic, please seek help with a mental 
help professional or avail yourself of the 
following service from the state.  Your mental 
health is as important as your physical health, 
especially in these unprecedented times. 

 Illinois has launched a new Remote Patient 
Monitoring Program in partnership with OSF 
HealthCare and Southern Illinois University 
School of Medicine. In addition, the Illinois 
Department of Human Services’ Mental Health 
Division has launched a free-of-charge 
emotional support text line, Call4Calm, for 
Illinois residents experiencing stress and 
mental health issues related to COVID-19.  
 
Individuals who would like to speak with a 
mental health professional can text “TALK” to 5-
5-2-0-2-0, or for Spanish, “HABLAR” to the 
same number: 5-5-2-0-2-0. Call4Calm is free to 
use, and individuals will remain anonymous.  
 
Once a resident sends a text to the hotline, 
within 24 hours they will receive a call from a 



 

counselor employed by a local community 
mental health center to provide support.  
Individuals can also text 5-5-2-0-2-0, with 
keywords such as “unemployment” or “food” or 
“shelter” and will receive information on how to 
navigate and access supports and services. 

 
MINUTES OF ST. PETER’S VESTRY 

MEETING 
 

JUNE 18, 2020 
Approved July 18, 2020 

 
 

The fourth Zoom vestry meeting was called to 
order at 7:00pm by Phil Montgomery.  Those 
present: 
 
Phil Montgomery, Anita Biletzky, Varsie 
Geisler, Liane O’Keefe Lynne Roberts, John 
Vain, John Boies, Judy LaPorta, vestry clerk, 
Deacon Dee Goodale, and Fr. Mark Geisler. 
Donna Hill was having trouble with her 
internet and joined us during the Junior 
Warden’s report. 
 
Absent:  Henry Burgweger 
 
Lynne Roberts asked that additions of 
Graduation and letter sent by Wardens be 
added to the Agenda.  The vestry was reminded 
that additions to the agenda must be sent to the 
office at least 2 days before the meeting.  These 
items were added. 
 
After an opening prayer, Anita Biletzky moved 
that the minutes of the May meeting be 
approved, Phil Montgomery seconded, and the 
motion carried. 
 
Senior Warden report – Phil Montgomery 
reported that he and Anita Biletzky had been 
meeting with Fr. Georges regularly to discuss 
re-opening the church.  The items required to 
open the church have been completed and once 
the vestry approves the report, it will be sent to 
the diocese for final approval.  Anita will cover 
the items in her report. 
 
Phil also had been discussing MMR with Larry 
Dirst.  Because the due date had been 

extended, Larry will present the report at the 
July meeting. 
 
Junior Warden report:  Anita had previously 
sent the check for re-opening the church to the 
vestry to review.  Meetings in the hall, music, 
and service times were discussed. John Boies 
moved to accept the plan to reopen the church, 
and Phil Montgomery seconded, the motion 
carried. 
 
Anita also reported that the new tenants were 
moving into the Wetzel house, the security 
deposit, first month’s rent, and pet deposit 
have been received.  Because there are new 
tenants, the locks will need to be changed. 
 
Anita also reported having trouble receiving a 
second bid for the parking lot.  John Boies 
suggested that we did not need a second bid as 
the George Brothers have been doing this for 
years, have a good reputation, and the 
equipment needed to get the job done. All 
agreed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – John Vain reported that 
pledges are coming in regularly and are 
currently ahead of budget.  He reported that 
minor maintenance is over budget and our 
lawn maintenance and snow removal are also 
over.  The interest payment from the special 
account will be less than the administrative fee 
from the bank, (due to current market 
conditions) so the money in the special account 
was moved to the regular account. 
 
Both installments of the real estate taxes have 
been paid on the rental properties.  He 
recommended that we start early this year with 
our stewardship drive.  Early August was 
recommended.  Because we will not have a 
mid- year parish meeting, a letter will be sent 
to the congregation regarding the financial 
status of the church. 
 
John Boies moved to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report, Varsie Geisler seconded, and the 
motion carried. 
 
Caregivers’ report:  Lynne Roberts said she has 
added to the list of people on the list of those to 
send “thinking of you” cards, etc.  The 



 

caregivers have been busy checking up on 
everyone during this time. 
At this time, nursing homes are no longer 
accepting packages, etc. for their patients due 
to the spread of the corona virus. 
 
Outreach report – Lynne Roberts reported that 
physical items are no longer being collected for 
the food pantry.  Checks were sent for 2 
months to help them purchase food from the 
NI Food Bank.  They can purchase food for 
much less than we can.  When normal church 
services resume, the Red Bowl will be set out 
for cash donations for the food pantry. 
 
New Business – Lynne Roberts reported that 
13 bags of treats were made for our graduates.  
Eight were delivered locally and the others will 
be mailed.  Lynne Roberts, Tammy Newquist, 
and John and Cindy Vain brought the bags to 
the graduates, who were surprised and happy 
with their gifts. 
 
Warden’s letter – The Junior and Senior 
wardens had previously sent a letter to all 
vestry members regarding the post on 
Facebook asking where our rector was in our 
time of need.  A discussion ensued regarding 
that post and the fact that social media was not 
the place for any questions regarding our 
rector.  All questions should be directed to Fr. 
Georges, or our wardens. 
 
Rector’s report – Fr. Georges reported that the 
Bishop continues to have weekly calls with all 
of the priests in the diocese. 
 
Phil Montgomery moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, Varsie Geisler seconded, and the 
motion carried. After a closing prayer by Fr. 
Mark, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Judy LaPorta 
 
Vestry Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 
 
The members of the Caregivers Committee 
continue to monitor the status and needs of  
St. Peter’s parishioners during Covid-19.   The 
committee keeps very busy visiting and staying 
in touch with people on the “shut-in” list.   
Help with prayers and cards for those 
individuals would be appreciated.   The next in-
person meeting will be on September 21, 
6:30pm in Waterman Hall.  Please feel free to 
join us! 
 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
HOPE HAVEN 
The committee sends a big “thank you” to 
Inbodens for helping us fulfill our commitment 
to Hope Haven by providing a meal on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month during the 
past Covid-19 months.  We are now in the 
position to return to preparing the meals 
ourselves, and many people volunteered to fix a 
Savory Tator Tot Casserole and side items for 
the July 22 meal.  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed their time and cooking talents to 
help our community homeless! 
 
MEALS ON WHEELS 
 
August is approaching and St. Peter’s is still 
committed to driving meals to community 
members on the Sycamore East Route during 
March and August.  Drivers delivery meals 
between 10:45am and 12 noon, and also pass 
out newspapers and communication from VAC.  
If you care to join us in this community project, 
contact Lynne Roberts at 815-895-4196. 
 
 
NEXT OUTREACH MEETING 
 
The next in-person meeting for the Outreach 
Committee will be on Wednesday, August 19, in 
Waterman Hall.   Time TBA. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST       
AUGUST 

 

CAROL WELLS      
BETHANY HEALTH CARE     
3298 RESOURCE PARKWAY    #109 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
HARRIET GEORGE 
1217 LOREN DRIVE 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CYNTHIA DORBAND 
1600 NORTH FOURTEENTH STREET    #204 
DEKALB, IL 60115 
 
BETH KROGMAN 
2499 GREENWOOD ACRES DRIVE 
DARC HEALTH CARE CENTER – W104 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CAROL QUITNO 
2675 ROBERTS CIRCLE 
DEKALB, IL 60115 
 
DICK BALSTRODE 
1133 NORTH 7TH STREET   
APT 801 
ROCHELLE, IL  61068 
 
BUD GREGORY 
2600 NORTH ANNIE GLIDDEN ROAD 
ROOM 203 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
PAT KNUDSEN    
1228 BELLVUE DRIVE                                  
DEKALB, IL  60115                                       
 
MIKE BLAKESLEE 
111 EAST LINCOLN STREET 
SYCAMORE, IL  60178 
 
BILLY CLEM 
PO BOX 4559 
SYCAMORE, IL  60178 
 
TOM KLEIN 
344 MANNING DRIVE 
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 

JAN FITZHENRY      
665 ROBERTS CIRCLE     
DEKALB, IL  60115 
 
CHRIS NOE 
1256 ALI DRIVE 
SYCAMORE, IL  60178 
 
We are happy to report that Fr. Rosa is now 
back to work as supply priest in Dixon.  He 
asked that we thank everyone for their cards 
and prayers during his recent illness. 
 

PRAYER CORNER 

 

 

Prayers for our children and 
grandchildren as they return to 
school 

1. Prayer for Peace  

Lord, I pray that my kids (grandkids) will 
experience the peace of God this year that 
exceeds all understanding. I pray they will not 
worry about things they cannot control, 
but that You will guard their hearts and minds 
and keep them trusting in You. I pray they will 
not only enjoy the peace of God, but peace with 
God. I pray they will develop a spirit of 
gratitude and thanksgiving as they look to You 
daily for their needs. I pray that You will give 
them the capacity for joy that bubbles up from 
Your peace. 

(Isaiah 26:3; Philippians 4:6-7; Romans 
5:1) 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+26:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+5:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+5:1


 

2. Prayer for Protection 

Lord, I pray Your emotional, physical, and 
spiritual protection over my kids (grandkids). 
Keep evil far from them, and help them to trust 
You as their refuge and strength. I pray You 
will guard their minds from harmful 
instruction, and grant them discernment to 
recognize truth. I pray You will make them 
strong and courageous in the presence of 
danger, recognizing that You have overcome 
and will set right all injustice and wrong one 
day. Help them to find rest in Your shadow, as 
they live in the spiritual shelter You provide for 
them. Let them know that the only safe place is 
in Jesus, and that their home on earth is only 
temporary 

 (2 Thessalonians 3:3; Psalm 46:1; John 
17:15; Psalm 91) 

3. Prayer for Purity 

Lord, I pray that You will create in my kids 
(grandkids) a clean heart and that You would 
constantly renew a right spirit within them, 
keeping their thoughts and actions pure and 
motivated by love. Guard them from 
temptation, and let them know You are always 
faithful to give them a way out and help to 
endure. May the words of their mouths and the 
meditations of their hearts always please you 
and edify others. 

(Psalm 51:10; Matthew 5:8; 1 
Timothy 1:5; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Psalm 
19:14) 

4. Prayer for Passion 

Lord, I pray that my kids (grandkids) will 
develop a passion for the things of God. I pray 
they will hunger and thirst for You and Your 
Word and will love You with all of their heart, 
soul, and mind. Give them compassionate 
and generous hearts to love others as much as 
You love them. I pray they will always work and 
study with excellence, but that You will 
help them desire a servant spirit of greatness, 
rather than a worldly lust for success. I pray 
they will fall in love with Jesus over and over 
again. 

(Psalm 42:1; Matthew 22:37-39; John 
13:34-35) 

5. Prayer for Perspective 

Lord, I pray that my kids (grandkids) will 
develop an eternal perspective and purpose, 
not an earthly one.  Help them to see life–and 
every challenge–through Your eyes, eager and 
unafraid to share with others the good news of 
Jesus wherever they go. I pray that they will set 
their minds on things above, not just what’s 
going on here, and that they will be rooted and 
grounded in Your love. I pray they will come to 
understand the extent of Your own love for 
them–that it surpasses all the head knowledge 
they will acquire in school. I pray they will be 
filled up with You from morning ’til night. 

(Galatians 2:20; Matthew 28:18-
20; Philippians 1:21; Colossians 3:1-
2; Ephesians 3:17-20) 

   

August Birthdays  
 
 1  James Wilson    

 1   Susan Frost 

 5  Harriet George 

 8  John T. Vain 

 8  Michael Grimson 

13  David Ayres 

14  Alexander Harley 

15  Grant Mommer 

16  Regan Mommer 

16  Cynthia Dorband 

17 Nicolette Newquist 

23  Nancy Franke 

24  Landon Egler 

25  Quinn Carrier 

29  Peter Grimson 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2th+3:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+17:15
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+17:15
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+91
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+51:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+5:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+10:13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+19:14
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+19:14
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+42:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+22:37-39
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+13:34-35
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+13:34-35
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ga+2:20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+28:18-20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+28:18-20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+1:21
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+3:17-20


 

 
 
 
 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 
4  Jean Evans & Jerry Lane 

11  Debbra & John Woodstrup 

16  Mary Glynn & John Boies 

17  John & Nancy Castle 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Fr. Mark Geisler                       Assistant to the Rector  
Desiree Goodale                                                  Deacon      
Sarah Mendenhall                 Organist 
Larry Dirst                                 contributing Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant          
office@sycamorestpeters.org        
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                           

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper         
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org  
Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta          Editor 
Circulation: Barbara Weaver and Nancy Franke    
 
Deadline for submission of articles  

 5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org. All articles must 
be submitted electronically and are subject to 
editing for length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr. Warden          847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden    815-793-5500 
Lynne Roberts      815-895-4196 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill                                       815-739-1493 
John Vain     81 5-899-1124 
Liane O’Keefe                       815-501-7798 
Henry Burgweger            815-751-8248 
Varsie Geisler                                  815-766-1127  
John Vain, Treasurer           815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry clerk           815-970-2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 
 

                               


