THE MORNING STAR

SEPTEMBER 2020
SERVICE TIMES
Beginning September 13th, our church services
will be on Sundays at 8:00 am(Rite I) and
10:00 am. (Rite II) We will continue to have
our Zoom service at 11:00am. We will continue
to follow our safe practices of wearing masks
and social distancing. Pews and doors will be
wiped down after the services as well. Until we
are in Stage 5 of reopening, we are not able to
sing in church. Larry and Sarah will continue
to provide music for the Prelude and Postlude.
Keeping our parishioners safe is always our
goal, and we look forward to the day when we
can lift our voices high to praise the Lord!

Fr. Georges, Maha, Fr. Mark, Varsie, Deacon
Dee and Larry will be hosting a cookout in front
of Waterman Hall on Sunday, September 13 th,
from 11:45-1:00. Please join us for hot dogs and
hamburgers, and all the fixins’!!
We all miss our church family, so come out and
say hello! Social distancing will be observed and
masks will be required. Looking forward to
seeing you all!!

For those of you who have not been able to
attend the services in the church, Fr. Georges
will now come to your home to give you
communion. Please call the office to schedule a
time.

THANK YOU NOTES
We received thank – you notes from many of
our graduates – please check out the bulletin
board in Waterman Hall to see them all.
(Unfortunately, they did not scan well, so
couldn’t be included in the newsletter.) They all
were so appreciative of their gift bags and

visits! Thanks again to Lynne Roberts, John
and Cindy Vain and Tammy Newquist for
making our grads feel special!
STORM DAMAGE
On Monday, August 10th, a storm came through
Sycamore with high winds and heavy rains.
The storm toppled the tree in the back yard of
the rectory. Fortunately, no buildings were
damaged and no one was hurt. Because we
were responsible for the tree removal, on
Friday, August 14th, John Boies came with his
trusty chain saw and he and Fr. Georges began
the process of removal.
On Saturday, another crew came in to finish
the job. Thank you to Larry Dirst, Tom Klein,
John Vain and John Vain II, Lynne Roberts,
and Donna Hill for joining Fr. Georges on the
final clean up day! Great job everyone!!

MINUTES OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
VESTRY MEETING
JULY 16, 2020 – Approved August 20, 2020

The Vestry meeting was held on ZOOM and
was called to order at 7:00 pm by Fr. Georges
Jallouf. Those present were: Anita Biletzky,
Varsie Geisler, Liane O’Keefe, Donna Hill,
Henry Burgweger, John Boies, Lynne Roberts,
John Vain, Fr. Mark Geisler.Phil Montgomery
and Desiree Goodale arrived during the
Treasurer’s report. (Phil had been called for
work and Desiree had problems signing on.)
An opening prayer was given by Fr. Georges.
Varsie Geisler asked to add two items to the
agenda that she had received from Sarah
Mendenhall.
Under new business, a soloist for services and
outside coffee hour after 5:30 service were
added.
A motion by Anita Biletzky to approve the
agenda as amended was seconded by Donna
Hill, and the motion carried.
A typo on the Minutes of the June meeting was
brought up by Varsie Geisler. John Boies
moved that the minutes be approved with
correction, Varsie Geisler seconded, and the
motion carried.
Junior Warden report: Anita Biletzky reported
that Larry Dirst and John Vain had been
working on a project to change the lighting in
the church and hall from fluorescent to LED.
This would offer a great savings and the new
lights would last from 5-10 years. Anita
expressed her appreciation to both John and
Larry for their work on this project. Anita also
thanked Judy LaPorta for her work preparing
signs and instructions during the reopening of
the church.
John Boies thanked and commended Anita and
the B&G committee for their ongoing work.
Treasurer’s report: John Vain reported that
due to the pandemic and employment
situation, and the age of our congregation, we
could see a drop in income next year, and
increased costs. John Boies thanked John Vain
for his work as Treasurer. John Boies brought

up the fact that testamentary gifts would be a
good way for us to have ongoing income. John
Boies moved to accept the Treasurer’s report,
Varsie Geisler seconded the motion, and the
motion carried.
Caregivers: Lynne Roberts reported that their
list continues to grow and the committee is
busy keeping in touch with our shut ins.
Outreach: Lynne Roberts reported that St.
Peter’s is now providing the Hope Haven
dinners again. Inboden’s had been providing
them for the last few months. August is St.
Peter’s month for Meals on Wheels and there
are many open spots.
Growth: John Vain reported that the
committee is now meeting every 2 weeks and
has come up with a lot of good ideas. Stefanie
Hill had spoken with former families of the
church and they left due to the repetition and
sameness of the service. Young people have
been invited to join the committee; however,
they don’t attend the meetings. It was brought
up that our Facebook page and website are not
user friendly.
John Vain reported that the number of
candidates for the Bishop search has been
reduced and finalists determined in September.
New Business:
Sarah Mendenhall had asked if we could have a
soloist at our services, who could possibly sing
from the choir room with a microphone or
behind a plastic sheet. Fr. Georges replied that
the Bishop had made it clear that he did not
want any singing in church.
Sarah had also asked if an outside coffee hour
could be on the porch of Waterman hall after
the 5:30 service on Saturday nights. Fr.
Georges reported that as of August 1 we would
be discontinuing the 5:30 service, and coffee
hour is still not allowed.
Senior Warden report: Phil Montgomery
reported that he, Anita Biletzky, and Larry
Dirst had been meeting to determine how to
present the Ministry review. A special vestry
meeting could be called, or it could be
presented during our monthly meeting. It is

preferred that the review be done in person.
Once the review has been presented, the vestry
will need to decide how they will address any
changes needed. It was brought up that it
would be helpful if the review was given to the
vestry before the meeting, so they would have
time to review in advance.
Rector Report: Fr. Georges reported that he
would be taking 10 days of vacation from
August 17-29.
Fr. Georges has spoken with members of the
Worship committee, and beginning August 1 st,
we will have only two services, on Sunday at
9:00 am and 10:00 am. The 5:30 service on
Saturday evening will be discontinued due to
the small number of attendees.
Fr. Georges announced that on Sept. 13th, he
and Maha, Fr. Mark and Varsie, and Deacon
Dee and Larry would host a cook out after the
11:00 Zoom service. They would serve hot dogs
and hamburgers, and it will be open to anyone.
Fr. Mark is now able to do pastoral care and
thoughts.
The diocese convention will be on November
21st from 9:00-3:00. Voting will be done
electronically and registration must be
completed by 9/30.
At the recent Deanery meeting Fr. Georges said
several of the priests said their churches were
still not open. St. Peter’s was well ahead of
other churches who are now just starting to do
their deep cleaning, etc. Out of 8 churches,
only one was open. All other priests are still
working from home.
Fr. Georges recently made pastoral visits to Pat
Knudsen and Jan FItzHenry. The DeKalb
County nursing home is now allowing visitors,
so he will try to see Bud Gregory.
John Boies moved to adjourn, Liane O’Keefe
seconded, and the motion carried . After a
closing prayer by Fr. Mark Geisler, the meeting
adjourned at 8:17pm
Respectfully submitted,
Judy LaPorta
Vestry Clerk

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE
The members of the Caregivers Committee
continue to monitor the status and needs of
St. Peter’s parishioners during Covid-19. The
committee keeps very busy visiting and staying
in touch with people on the “shut-in” list.
Help with prayers and cards for those
individuals would be appreciated. The next inperson meeting will be on September 21,
6:30pm in Waterman Hall. Please feel free to
join us!

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
HOPE HAVEN
Thank you to Cindy Vain and Friends who
contributed their time and cooking talents to
help prepare and deliver a meal to Hope Haven
on August 26. Your efforts were appreciated!
In addition, St. Peter’s Savory Tator Tot
Casserole was voted the #1 favorite of Hope
Haven clients!
MEALS ON WHEELS
St. Peter’s is committed to driving meals to
community members on the Sycamore East
Route of the Meals on Wheels program during
the month of August. Drivers deliver meals
between 10:45am and 12 noon, and also pass
out newspapers and communication from VAC.
Thank you to all parishioners who volunteered
their time to complete this service for our
community “shut-ins.”
CHRISTMAS 2020 PROJECTS
Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Ministry
The Outreach Committee will again sponsor
Christmas projects this year. Samaritan’s
Purse Shoebox Ministry gives directions for
filling a box for a child in a third world country,
and is responsible for transporting the boxes.
Our boxes, along with suggested gift items for

each gender and age group, will be available for
pick-up in Waterman Hall the 18th of October.
Boxes will be due back in the week of
November 8th. Please consider packing a box
and surprise a child in a third world country.

Below are a few contact people and the DeKalb
Crop Walk 2020 Hunger Walk Website.
www.crophungerwalk.org/dekalbil
Father Dustin Lyon dustin.lyon@gmail.com
Jean Evans
jeannied431@gmail.com
Lynne Roberts
LKR415@aol.com

Salvation Army Tag Tree

Watch the bulletins for further Crop Walk news.

The Outreach Committee will also sponsor the
Salvation Army Tag Tree. The tree will be up in
Waterman Hall the week of Thanksgiving, and
unwrapped gifts will be due back into
Waterman Hall the second week of December.
From St. Peter’s the gifts will be picked up by
the Salvation Army and end up in a “store” for
area parents to shop for their children. All
donated gifts will be given to local children in
the DeKalb/Sycamore area. Please consider
buying a gift for a local child and make
Christmas morning a special occasion.
VIRTUAL CROP WALK 2020
The 2020 DeKalb Crop Walk will take place
this year, but with a few twists to accommodate
Covid-19 restrictions. It will primarily be a
“virtual walk” with the majority of fundraising
being done on-line. The Outreach Committee
is asking for parishioners to walk, bike or swim
on their own or in small family groups,
beginning now through the end of September.
Funds raised need to be in the office by
October 4th. Donation checks can be written to
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church with DeKalb Crop
Walk 2020 on the memo line.
Last year this area made over $29,000 for
organizations fighting hunger. 25% of funds
raised will be kept in the community.
Bethlehem Lutheran Feed My Sheep Food
Pantry in DeKalb, Safe Passage, Sycamore
Food Pantry at the United Methodist Church in
Sycamore, and VAC/Meals on Wheels are
2020’s designated organizations for this area.
We hope the 2020 Crop Walk will be as
successful in a “virtual” state!

NEXT OUTREACH MEETING
The next in-person meeting for the Outreach
Committee will be on Wednesday, September
16, 1pm in Waterman Hall.
ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST
CAROL WELLS
BETHANY HEALTH CARE
3298 RESOURCE PARKWAY #109
DEKALB, IL 60115
HARRIET GEORGE
1217 LOREN DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115
CYNTHIA DORBAND
1600 NORTH FOURTEENTH STREET #204
DEKALB, IL 60115
BETH KROGMAN
2499 GREENWOOD ACRES DRIVE
DARC HEALTH CARE CENTER – W104
DEKALB, IL 60115
CAROL QUITNO
2675 ROBERTS CIRCLE
DEKALB, IL 60115
DICK BALSTRODE
1133 NORTH 7TH STREET
APT 801
ROCHELLE, IL 61068
BUD GREGORY
2600 NORTH ANNIE GLIDDEN ROAD
ROOM 203
DEKALB, IL 60115

PAT KNUDSEN
1228 BELLVUE DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115
MIKE BLAKESLEE
111 EAST LINCOLN STREET
SYCAMORE, IL 60178
BILLY CLEM
PO BOX 4559
SYCAMORE, IL 60178
TOM KLEIN
344 MANNING DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115
JAN FITZHENRY

New Address:

2944 GREENWOOD ACRES DR.
NE 203
DEKALB, IL 60115
CHRIS NOE
1256 ALI DRIVE
SYCAMORE, IL 60178
New Lighting Throughout St. Peter’s
While our church has been closed and now
with services that are limited in attendance,
projects are still being undertaken to improve
and enhance our buildings and grounds. When
we are all able to attend St. Peter’s again under
more normal conditions, you will notice that
you are able to see much better due to
upgraded lighting throughout both the church
and the parish house.
An energy efficiency program offered through
Commonwealth Edison has provided monetary
incentives for us in order to help improve our
lighting. An assessment of our buildings was
done in June which provided a detailed report
with recommended energy efficiency projects.
This included the installation of LED bulbs, the
replacement/refitting of all fixtures, and full
installation services.

The project benefits us by helping the parish to
save money and energy. We have many
opportunities to save energy, but identifying
them can be a challenge. With the assistance of
a trade ally our project was approved by
ComEd, financial incentives were applied, and
the installation took place just a few weeks ago.
This completed project will provide savings for
years to come through reduced monthly
electric bills. We also have the benefit of
improved lighting throughout our buildings. Be
sure to note this improvement when you return
to St. Peter’s in what we hope will be the very
near future.
Larry Dirst

A Thank You
My dear St. Peter’s Family,
I want to express my tons of thankfulness for
all the love, support and prayers I received
while I was in the county home. I received
candy, books, meals, flowers, cards and notes,
and sometimes numerous cards from the same
person with wonderful notes that kept me
going. I had some dark days in there and I’d
look at my numerous cards and gifts and know
that I had to try and get better and get back to
my church family.
I had an anonymous donor that kept me
supplied with Tom and Jerry sandwiches via
Judy LaPorta. I have begged her to tell me who
it is, but the secret is safe. So, I am thanking
you here. Delicious food from the outside
world!
I want to tank Father Georges for all his calls,
encouragement, texts and prayers. And now I
am receiving visits with communion. I am
truly blessed.
Hope you are all safe and healthy with the cruel
virus in our midst. Everyone is missing
everyone! Our church family is alive and well.
I can attest to that! Thank you from the
bottom of my heart.
Sincerely,
Pat Knudsen

PRAYER CORNER

hands and staying home when we are sick.
God is doing good even when things are
hard. Thanks be to God.

Strength for this Challenging Time
We pray for your love and compassion to
abound as we walk through his challenging
season.
We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load
of making decisions with widespread
consequences.
We pray for those who are suffering with
sickness and all who are caring for them.
We ask for protection for the elderly and
vulnerable to not succumb to the risks of the
virus.
We pray for misinformation to be curbed
that fear may take no hold in hearts and
minds.
As we exercise the good sense that you in your
mercy provide, may we also approach each day
in faith and peace, trusting in the truth of your
goodness towards us.
A Prayer to share with children during
the pandemic
God is with us through scary and hard things.
We are thankful that God created our bodies
to fight infection and be able to heal. We are
thankful that God gives us doctors and health
care professionals who help sick people
become well. We are thankful that God works
in our community as we do what we can to
keep one another healthy by washing our

September Birthdays
1 Larry Sipp
6 Thomas Klein
6 Shannon O’Keefe
8 Larry Smith
16 Jack Frost
17 Kristin Hill
18 Gretchen Boies
19 Alex Hill
20 Dylan Laub
20 Ryan Laub
21 Elizabeth Adamczyk
22 Barbara Jo Koehnke
23 Shirley Hamill
26 Logan Egler
26 Kara O’Keefe
30 Brady Shea

Wedding Anniversaries

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm MondayFriday

1 Joshua and Beata Boies
12 Ryan and Kristin Hill
21 John and Laura Hulseberg
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“Cast your cares on the Lord and he
will sustain you; he will never let the
righteous fall.” Psalm 55:22

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, IL 60178
www.sycamorestpeters.org

Volume 23, Issue 9— September 2020

The Morning Star
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
The Parish Vision Statement:
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous,
Reaching out to our communities and God’s world
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