THE MORNING STAR
CONFIRMATION/RECEPTION
CLASS

On
September
30th,
the
final
Confirmation/Reception class was held. Twelve
people completed this class and will be
confirmed or received when our new Bishop
comes to St. Peter’s. A celebration will be
planned for that date. Certificates of Completion
for this 4 week class were handed out by Barbara
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Weaver. Pictured are those completing the
class.: Beata Boies, Brian & Erin Duffy,(and
Dallas), Caden, Evyn and Quinn Carrier, Reese,
Ella and Kylan Hill, Henry Burgweger III and
Barbara Weaver.

Because Josh and Drake Crittenden were not
able to attend the last class, Fr. Georges held a
class for them where they received their
certificates at a later date.

ANNUAL ANIMAL BLESSING
On October 3rd, Fr. Georges held our annual
Animal Blessing in honor of St. Francis of
Assissi. The animals behaved and were a joy to
have here at St. Peter’s!

A LETTER FROM BISHOP LEE
Dear friends,
You may remember that, in March, as we began
to understand the ways in which the COVID-19
pandemic would disrupt our plans and
priorities, I postponed both my retirement
originally scheduled for August and the bishop
election that we had originally planned to hold
this Saturday.
Although the pandemic will not come to an end
for some time, your creative and resourceful
responses to the challenge of worshipping and
gathering online have made it clear that the
future of our diocese is in excellent hands. With
gratitude for your spirit and faithfulness, I will
now plan to retire at the end of 2020.
Thanks to our new ability to gather in ways we
previously would not have imagined, and after
consultation with the Standing Committee, we
now plan to elect the next bishop of Chicago at a
virtual electing convention on December 12. The
details of this event and the opportunities to

meet the nominees that will precede it are still
being developed. Please look for more news
coming soon from the Standing Committee and
on the bishop search and transition website.

Phil Montgomery, Donna Hill, and John Boies,
by November 30th. if you have an interest in
serving St. Peter’s in this way.

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

Faithfully,
Bishop Jeffrey Lee

STANDING COMMITTEE
ANNOUNCES SLATE FOR 13TH
BISHOP OF CHICAGO

On October 5, the Standing Committee
announced the slate of candidates for the 13th
Bishop of Chicago. Find the announcement on
the Search and Transition website.
The petition process by which candidates can be
added to the slate is now open and will close at
5 pm Central on Monday, October 12. The
petition process guidelines and forms are
available on the bishop search and transition
website.

VESTRY RESPONSIBILITIES
General Responsibilities for all Vestry
Members
All vestry members should strive to the
best of their abilities to:
•

•

•

•
•

VESTRY OPENINGS
This year we will have the position of Senior
Warden, as well as two vestry positions open.

•

•
Voting for vestry candidates is typically done at
our annual meeting, however, due to the
uncertainty caused by Covid 19, our annual
meeting this year may need to be conducted
over Zoom. If this is the case, voting will be by
mail. Further information will be available as
we approach the end of the year.
Please review these vestry responsibilities and
contact a member of nominating committee:

•
•

Have a love of God and demonstrate a
commitment to following the way of
Christ
Be active in and knowledgeable about
the congregation, its programs and
governance
Be fair, interact well with people and
strive to earn the respect of the
members of the congregation
Purposefully strive to “check one’s ego at
the door”
Purposefully strive to be a servant of the
people without the need to be the “most
important person” in the congregation
or the need to be the one with the right
answers to everything
Understand that there will be
differences of opinion, and that different
doesn’t mean wrong
The vestry sometimes makes tough
decisions, but the majority rules and
once a decision is made, all vestry
members must be unified in their
support, especially when talking to the
congregation
Have enthusiasm and vitality for this
ministry
Be an active member, preferably a chair,
to one of our committees

All Vestry members should make the
following time commitments:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Vestry meetings, committee work;
Vestry retreats
Weekly worship services (rotating if
more than one service)
Congregational events: coffee hours,
meals, fundraisers, adult education
programs, etc.
Diocesan meetings, as necessary
Annual meeting

All vestry members are responsible for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Offering talents to support the
congregation’s ministry
Praying daily for the rector, leaders and
members of the congregation
Pledging financial support early in the
stewardship campaign
Being active ministers of the Gospel in
daily life and work
Bringing one’s whole self to the table;
being present – mind, body and spirit
Risking openness with one’s ideas,
beliefs and desires

Vestry meetings
•

•

Vestry meetings at St. Peter’s are held
on the third Thursday of every month at
7:00 pm in Waterman Hall.
Agenda items may be added by a vestry
member for committees for which
they are responsible. These items
should be sent to the Rector and clerk at
least two days before the meeting.
Unless urgent, Agenda items will not be
added at the meeting.

SENIOR WARDEN
The Senior warden is sometimes known as the
“Rector’s warden” and is responsible for
working as a lay partner with the Rector.
His/her responsibilities include.

•
•
•
•

Convene and preside at vestry meetings
Act as liaison between the Vestry and
congregation
Work closely with Rector to address
congregation concerns
Call special Vestry meetings with Rector
approval.

All Souls' Day, November 2
All
Soul’s
Day,
also
known
as
the Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed and the Day of the Dead, is a day of
prayer and remembrance for the souls of those
who have died, which is observed by
some Christian denominations. All Souls' Day is
often, although not exclusively, celebrated
in Western Christianity; Saturday of Souls is a
related tradition more frequently observed
in Eastern Christianity. Practitioners of All
Souls' Day traditions often remember deceased
loved ones in various ways on the
day.[2][3] Beliefs and practices associated with
All Souls' Day vary widely among Christian
churches and denominations.
In contemporary Western Christianity the
annual celebration is held on 2 November, and
is part of the season of Allhallowtide that
includes All Saints' Day (1 November) and its
eve, Halloween (31 October). Prior to the
standardization of Catholic observance on 2
November by St. Odlio of Cluny during the 10th
century,
many
Catholic
congregations
celebrated All Souls Day on various dates during
the Easter season as it is still observed in
some Eastern
Orthodox
Church and
associated Eastern Catholic Churches. Churches
of the East Syriac Rite (Syro-Malabar Catholic
Church, Chaldean Catholic Church, Assyrian
Church of the East, Ancient Church of the East)
commemorate all the faithful departed on the
Friday before Lent.

All Saints' Day
November 1, 2020
All Saints’ Day, also called All Hallows’
Day, Hallowmas, or Feast of All Saints, in the
Christian church, a day commemorating all the
saints of the church, both known and unknown,
who have attained heaven. It is celebrated on
November 1 in the Western churches and on the
first Sunday after Pentecost in the Eastern
churches. In Roman Catholicism, the feast is
usually a holy day of obligation.
The origin of All Saints’ Day cannot be traced
with certainty, and it has been observed on
various days in different places. A feast of
all martyrs was kept on May 13 in the Eastern
church
according
to Ephraem
Syrus (died c. 373), which may have determined
the choice of May 13 by Pope Boniface IV when
he dedicated the Pantheon in Rome as a church
in
honour
of
the Blessed
Virgin and
all martyrs in 609. The first evidence for the
November 1 date of celebration and of the
broadening of the festival to include all saints as
well as all martyrs occurred during the reign of
Pope Gregory III (731–741), who dedicated a
chapel in St. Peter’s, Rome, on November 1 in
honour of all saints. In 800 All Saints’ Day was
kept by Alcuin on November 1, and it also
appeared in a 9th-century English calendar on
that day. In 837 Pope Gregory IV ordered its
general observance. In medieval England the
festival was known as All Hallows, and its eve is
still known as Halloween. The period from
October 31 to November 2 (All Souls’ Day) is
sometimes known as Allhallowtide.

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE

Salvation Army Tag Tree

The Caregiver’s Committee continues to
monitor the status and needs of St. Peter’s
parishioners during Covid-19, and keeps very
busy visiting and staying in touch with people on
the “shut-in” list. Help with prayers and cards
for those individuals would be appreciated. The
next in-person meeting will be on Monday,
November 16, 6:30pm in Waterman Hall.
Please feel free to join us!

The Outreach Committee will also sponsor the
Salvation Army Tag Tree. The tree will be up in
Waterman Hall the week of Thanksgiving, and
unwrapped gifts will be due back into Waterman
Hall the second week of December. From St.
Peter’s the gifts will be picked up by the
Salvation Army and end up in a “store” for area
parents to shop for their children. All donated
gifts will be given to local children in the
DeKalb/Sycamore area. Please consider buying
a gift for a local child and make Christmas
morning a special occasion.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
HOPE HAVEN
Thank you to parishioners who contributed
their time and cooking talents to help prepare
and deliver a meal to Hope Haven on October
28. Your efforts to prepare St. Peter’s Savory
Tator Tot Casserole, salad, fruit, rolls and
dessert were appreciated by Hope Haven clients
on October 28th.
CHRISTMAS 2020 PROJECTS
Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Ministry
The Outreach Committee will again sponsor two
Christmas projects this year. Samaritan’s Purse
Shoebox Ministry gives directions for filling a
box for a child in a third world country, and is
responsible for transporting the boxes. Our
boxes, along with suggested gift items for each
gender and age group, will be available for pickup in Waterman Hall until November 1st.
Boxes will be due back in the week of November
8th.
If you would prefer to do your shopping online,
there
is
an
easy
answer
at
www.samaritanspurse.org/buildonline.
The
fee is $25. If you call the office and leave word
that you are filling a shoebox online, we can
track the box. Either way, please consider
packing a box and surprising a child in a third
world county.

VIRTUAL SONDRA KING DEKALB CROP
HUNGER WALK 2020
The 2020 DeKalb Crop Walk took place this
year, but with a few twists to accommodate
Covid-19 restrictions. It was primarily a “virtual
walk” with the majority of fundraising being
done online.
The Outreach Committee
organized a team of our parishioners: Jean
Evans, Varsie Geisler, David Roberts and Lynne
Roberts.
Donations from St. Peter’s
parishioners, family and friends totaled over
$2100. Great job! Thank you all for your
generosity!
The total amount raised for the Virtual Crop
Hunger walked was $20,045. 25% of funds
raised will be kept in the community.
Bethlehem Lutheran Feed My Sheep Food
Pantry in DeKalb, Safe Passage, Sycamore Food
Pantry at the United Methodist Church in
Sycamore, and VAC/Meals on Wheels are
2020’s designated organizations for this area.
NEXT OUTREACH MEETING
The next in-person meeting for the Outreach
Committee will be on Wednesday, November
18, 1pm in Waterman Hall. Please feel free to
join us!

•
•
•

•

•

Each small group will be kept socially
distanced from other groups.
FMSC has numerous COVID safeguards in
place at their permanent sites and those are
outlined in great detail on their website.
All volunteer registration will be first come,
first serve and all open volunteer slots will
be released to the general public in late
October.
We encourage people to sign up
SOON…the sooner you sign up, the
better choice you will have for the
location, day and time.
Please help us get the word out that
we are NOT cancelling the event, we
are just moving its location in an
effort to safeguard our
volunteers. The need for volunteers
is greater than ever given people will
have to drive to a permanent site.

Here is the link to register or sign up to pack:
We
We are pleased to announce that we will be holding
our 11th Annual Make A Difference DKC / Feed My
Starving Children MobilePack again this year on
Nov 12-14th. Due to COVID-19, we have had to
make some significant adjustments to how the
event will be conducted, and wanted to
communicate those changes to you and your
group. Below are the details:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Rather than use the Suter facility on
Bethany Road, FMSC has asked that we
move the event to their three Chicagoland
permanent sites from Thursday, November
12th through Saturday, November 14th.
The permanent site locations are in Aurora,
Schaumburg and Libertyville. Addresses
can be found on the attached flyer.
Shift times at 9:00am, 12:00noon, 3:00pm
and 6:00pm.
You will need to sign up your own group or
volunteers this year. We cannot sign up
groups like we have in the past.
People will need to go online (see the link
below) to sign up their own small group of
3 to 5 people.
Small groups will NOT be social distanced
from the people in their group, so you must
be comfortable being in close contact with
those in your small group.

https://www.fmsc.org/volunteerlisting/?mobilepack=2011-115SC
We are so grateful for your support, because the
need is the same if not great this year. 6,200
children die from starvation every day. We will
continue to help everyone, until all are fed.
Thank you for your continued support of this
amazing event!
Chris
Christine DeVlieger
Dream Manager
The Suter Company
1015 Bethany Road
Sycamore, IL 60178
779-222-3266
Please note: If you would like to participate
in this worthwhile event, please contact the
office. We’d like to get a group of 3-5 people
together who are comfortable not social
distancing with each other to represent St.
Peter’s. The event will be in Aurora this
year and we hope to car pool. You may also
sign up with your family or friends through
the link if you prefer.

MINUTES OF ST. PETER’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH VESTRY
MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2020, Approved
October 15, 2020
Prior to this vestry meeting, Larry Dirst
conducted our Ministry Review. Minutes taken
by Larry Dirst are attached to these minutes.
This was a closed meeting. Our wardens and
vestry recognized and thanked Larry Dirst for
the time and work he put into the review.
The vestry meeting was called to order 8:02 pm
by Phil Montgomery. Fr. Georges opened the
meeting with a prayer.
Phil Montgomery moved that the minutes of
the August meeting be approved, Anita Biletzky
seconded, and the motion carried.
Treasurer Report: John Vain reported that
pledges are still coming in, although the plate
giving is down. Other than our monthly bills,
we are not spending. We should be seeing a
decrease in our electricity bill due to the LED
lighting project. Our gas bill was high during
this summer. All line items are in good shape.
Minor maintenance is up as our buildings are
getting older and things are breaking.
The rental houses will be added back to our
church finances as our accounting program
cannot handle separating them properly.
The taxes have all been paid.
Phil Montgomery moved to approve the
Treasurer’s report, Varsie Geisler seconded,
and the motion carried.
Outreach: Lynne Roberts reported that the
Outreach committee continues providing Hope
Haven meals monthly and St. Peter’s delivered
Meals on Wheels for the month of August.
Caregivers: Lynne Roberts reported that Oak
Crest has 3 employees and
9 residents who tested positive for Covid 19. All
reported cases were in the health center.
Residents must wear masks when out of their
apartments. Oak Crest staff is being tested,

however, residents are not at this time. Those
living at Oak Crest are experiencing emotional
stress. They are not allowed to have visitors
and must eat alone in their apartments.
Rector report: Fr. Georges reported that our
cook out went so well we will do it again!
There are a total of 11 people in the
confirmation class. 9 attend in person and two
via zoom. Wednesday, Sept. 30th will be the
last class. Pictures will be taken and there will
be pizza before class.
St. Peter’s will be welcoming Brad Osborne as a
deacon postulate. He will be working closely
with Deacon Dee.
On October 11th we will have another cook out
with hamburgers, hot dogs, chips and dessert.
John Boies commended Fr. Georges on the
prayer said outside of St.
Peter’s to remember those lives lost on 9/11.
The bells were rung 19 times, commemorating
19 years since that devastating day. Next year
will be the 20th anniversary and we will plan a
larger event.
On October 3rd we will have Animal Blessing.
It will be posted on local web sites and in the
paper.
John Vain reported that insurance has
approved and work would be beginning on the
roofing and siding projects on the St. Peter’s
campus. He also noted that limestone was
falling off of the church in large pieces and that
is a project we will need to look into.
Donna Hill came in as the meeting was closing
and moved that the meeting be adjourned, all
present seconded the motion, and the motion
carried.
After a closing prayer, the meeting adjourned
at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy LaPorta
Vestry Clerk

WELCOME BRAD & SUE OSBORN
Please give a warm welcome to Brad and Sue
Osborn ! Brad is a Deacon Postulate who will
be working with Deacon Dee, Fr. Georges, and
Fr. Mark. We are excited to have them join us
at St. Peter’s!
Postulants to the deaconate are required to
meet a series of competencies in training for
apostolic ordination in the Episcopal Diocese of
Chicago. Brad Osborn, our postulant, has met
many of these through his lay ministries and
seminary courses. Brad's concentration
courses, at this time, are focused on Anglican
theology, Anglican constitution and our
canons. Along with his studies, Brad is
required to spend one year in training with an
ordained deacon in learning how to set the
Eucharist table and take it down after all have
received the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the Eucharist celebration is
finished. I am hopeful that even in the throes
of Covid 19 Brad and I will be able to practice
these important duties before his year with us
is completed. I am also Brad's reader. We both
just competed reading our first book by Henri
Nouwen titled Turning My Mourning
into Dancing. We will be discussing the
highlights and meaning the book held for each
of us in the near future. Brad's time with us is
for watching, listening and learning so that he
can become the deacon he envisions he will one
day be. The St. Peter's Ministry team of Fr.
Georges, Fr.Mark and I are excited to be
working with Brad and his quest to be an
ordained deacon in the Episcopal Diocese of
Chicago.
Brad and Sue live in Sycamore and have been
married for 41 years! They have two married
daughters. Their daughter Kim and her husband
Greg live in DeKalb. Greg is a math teacher at
Judson College, and Kim is a birth doula. They
have two children, Lucy, 11 and Augie, 8. Their
daughter Kate and her husband Ty live in Aledo,
Texas. Kate is nurse in the labor/delivery unit
of a local hospital and Ty is a Lt. Commander
and an F35 fighter plot for the U.S. Navy.

Sue works for Edward Jones investments, and
Brad is a risk manager for Amazon. He also
serves as a chaplain for the Kane County
Sheriff’s office.
Welcome to St. Peter’s Brad and Sue!!

GROWTH COMMITTEE
One of the goals for St. Peter’s is to grow the
church. Fr. Georges heads up the Growth
Committee, which is charged with doing just
that. If you are interested in helping us to grow
St. Peter’s, the Growth Committee wants you!!
The Growth committee will meet the second
Tuesday of every month to develop and
implement plans for attracting new members.
Please contact Fr. Georges if you are interested
in helping St. Peter’s grow!

small chores needed to get ready for the coming
winter months.
Where are the shovels?
Do we have salt for the steps?
Do the gardens need pruning?
Leaf blowers powered up?
Thermoses of hot coffee and hot chocolate on
hand.

Roofing Projects
Your support of our church home is greatly
appreciated.
Please pledge what you can to keep our “light
on the hill” burning steady.
All pledge cards received on or before
November 15 will be presented and blessed at
the altar during our 10AM service.

FALL CLEAN UP
Saturday, Nov 7
9-noon

Grab your mask, find your gloves, and join us for
minor Fall cleanup projects! There are some

As some of you may have experienced, our
community had a hail storm on April 7 th . We
made contact with our church insurance
agency to arrange for a review of the church,
Waterman Hall, rectory and two rental
properties. After numerous meetings with the
adjustor and conversations with the New York
office, we learned that our claims for damage
had been approved.
Over the past 6 weeks the Rectory, Wetzel
House and Nolan House have had new roofs
installed. Additionally, the gutters and
downspouts on both rental properties have
been replaced. Most noticeable is the new tan
siding on the Wetzel House, versus a blue of
old.
Two weeks ago, the contractor Top Midwest
Construction started to work on Waterman
Hall. Unfortunately, we learned that some
additional issues with that roof needed to be
reviewed and approved by the insurance
company. Plank decking was initially used on
the roof, with insulation installed under the
shingles. Prior repair to the roof involved a
second layer of shingles being applied. The
need to reinsulate the roof was not previously
identified, and required additional approval.

The work was approved quickly, but we have
now run into weather delays. Our current
schedule calls for the hall to be completed the
first week of November. During this phase of
the project the hall will receive a new roof and
gutters. Additional work on needed fascia
repair will also be performed.
The church roof and steeple are a major project
that will be held off until the Spring. The
church roof has planking underneath the
shingles and some areas have four layers of
shingles. The redo of the church project has
required numerous discussions with adjustors,
contractors and the insurance company. I am
pleased to state that we have had an
exceptional response from the insurance
company and are on track for completion of the
projects.
If you haven’t driven by the campus,
pleasedrive by and see the improvements.
John T. Vain

PRAYER CORNER

His pasture. Enter into His gates with
thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.
Be thankful to Him and bless His name. For
the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and
His truth endures to all generations.” — Psalm
100
********************************************
********************************************
“For flowers that bloom about our feet,
Father, we thank Thee.
For tender grass so fresh, so sweet,
Father, we thank Thee.
For the song of bird and hum of bee,
For all things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee.
For blue of stream and blue of sky,
Father, we thank Thee.
For pleasant shade of branches high,
Father, we thank Thee.
For fragrant air and cooling breeze,
For beauty of the blooming trees,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee.
For this new morning with its light,
Father, we thank Thee.
For rest and shelter of the night,
Father, we thank Thee
For health and food, for love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee.” — Ralph
Waldo Emerson
********************************************
********************************************

PRAYERS FOR THANKSGIVING
“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before
Him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is
God. It is He who has made us, and not we
ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of

“Make us worthy, Lord, to serve our fellow men
throughout the world who live and die in
poverty and hunger. Give them through our
hands this day their daily bread, and by our
understanding love, give peace and joy.” —
Mother Teresa

TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE DAY

The answer is on the next page.
All Souls’day is also known as what?

BUD GREGORY
2600 NORTH ANNIE GLIDDEN ROAD
ROOM 203
DEKALB, IL 60115
PAT KNUDSEN
1228 BELLVUE DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115
MIKE BLAKESLEE
111 EAST LINCOLN STREET
SYCAMORE, IL 60178
BILLY CLEM
PO BOX 4559
SYCAMORE, IL 60178
JAN FITZHENRY
2944 GREENWOOD ACRES DR.
NE203
DEKALB, IL 60115

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST
OCTOBER 2020
CAROL WELLS
3298 RESOURCE PARKWAY #109
DEKALB, IL 60115
HARRIET GEORGE
1217 LOREN DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115
CYNTHIA DORBAND
1600 NORTH FOURTEENTH STREET #204
DEKALB, IL 60115
BETH KROGMAN
2499 GREENWOOD ACRES DRIVE
DARC HEALTH CARE CENTER – W104
DEKALB, IL 60115
CAROL QUITNO
2675 ROBERTS CIRCLE
DEKALB, IL 60115
DICK BALSTRODE
1133 NORTH 7TH STREET
APT 801
ROCHELLE, IL 61068

November Birthdays
5 Daniel Sidmore
7 Faith Minor
8 Judy LaPorta
9 Mary Glynn Boies
17 Kathleen Reid
20 Jean Evans
20 Anneliese Masco
28 Steven Grimson
30 Betsy Jo Koehnke

Wedding Anniversaries
1 Josh & Trisha Crittenden
6 Brian & Barbara Koehnke
9 Gerry & Judy Dettloff

Trivia question answer:
All Soul’s day is also known as
Commemoration of all the faithful departed or
Day of the Dead
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