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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR
My dearly beloved,
Advent and Christmas are around the corner.
Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, we may
not celebrate together in our church, so I
wanted to offer some suggestions to assist you
and your families in preparing your hearts
during this beautiful season of the Church
Year.
Create Your Own Advent Wreath
Choosing an Advent wreath is helpful and is a
beautiful symbol of the season. A basic Advent
wreath consists of a circle with four candle
holders with one candle in the middle. The
lighting of the Advent candles can become an
important portion of the worship experience.
Three of the candles in the circle are purple, or
any color you choose. Historically, this purple
color has symbolized penance, but you can
modify any of the symbols to meet the needs of
your own family. One candle in the circle could
be pink, rose, or any color to bring you joy and

felicity. The center candle is white. It is called
the Christ candle and should be lit on
Christmas Eve.
Lighting of the Advent Candles
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas
Day. Candles are lit on each of the four
Sundays during Advent.
• On the first Sunday, light the first
candle. It is the candle of HOPE.
• On the second Sunday, light the first
candle and a second one. It is the candle
of LOVE.
• On the third Sunday, light the first two
candles and add the third candle, the
one you choose as a different color. It is
the candle of JOY.
• On the fourth Sunday, light all the
candles. The fourth candle is the candle
of PEACE.
Involve Everyone in Your Family in
Worship
If you are alone, you can meet us on Zoom at

10:00 a.m. each Sunday. If you have your
family with you, invite them to participate in
our service. You also can celebrate with your
family any time on Sunday and include the
readings and the Gospel.
Use the Holy Scripture and Spiritual
Readings
Along with the lighting of the candles, highlight
the event with a special action such as an
Advent Bible reading or any spiritual reading in
which you prepare your family to accept our
Savior.
Learn More About Advent Through Our
Zoom Bible Study
This year we will offer a Zoom Bible Study each
Wednesday from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. on
December 2, 9, and 15. Our study will cover the
first three chapters of Luke. With your
knowledge, you can participate in discussion
and bring fresh insight to the celebration of the
season.
May the Lord bless you during this beautiful
season in which we prepare our heart to accept
the coming of our Lord. May the Lord bless
your family in this difficult time and save all of
you. Please be safe, be happy, and be joyful!
May the Lord fill your heart with peace and
love,
Fr. Georges

CHRISTMAS AT ST. PETER'S
December at St. Peter’s is typically a very busy
month, planning for our St. Nicholas
celebration, decorating the hall and church,
purchasing gifts for kids on the Salvation Army
tree, as well as our family and friends, and
getting ourselves ready for the coming of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. The year 2020 has brought
most of these things to a screeching halt. Due to
the Corona virus, in person services have been
suspended, Zoom has become a new way of life,
and many families will not be together for the
holidays. Although this will not be our normal
Christmas, let’s remember why we celebrate.
Advent, which begins on November 29th this
year, is a time of expectant waiting and
preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of
Christ at Christmas. This is something that
Covid 19 cannot stop! While we may be missing
our families and our traditions, as the Whos in
Whoville taught us in the Grinch that stole
Christmas, Christmas will still come, let us
rejoice and celebrate!!

CLEAN UP DAY

THANK YOU you to all those who came to
clean up our campus on November 7th. It was a
sunny, crisp morning and our volunteers
worked diligently to get the leaves blown and the
gardens weeded. Thank you to Anita Biletzky
for organizing and to Tom and Pat Klein, Larry
Dirst, Henry Vincent, John Boies, Lynne
Roberts and Donna Hill for their hard work.
St. Peter’s has a beautiful campus and your hard
work in keeping it up is very much appreciated.
CHRISTMAS MEMORIES

We asked our vestry members to share their
favorite Christmas memory with us. Hope they
inspire good memories for you and your
Christmas!
Phil Montgomery:
Not surprisingly my favorite Christmas
memory involves snow. A lot of snow. It was
1976 and I was a freshman in high school. We
were living in east central Illinois where many
Christmas’s we had no snow. We lived in a
house on a corner which was great until I
realized not only was I responsible for
shoveling the front sidewalk but I also had to

shovel the sidewalk on the side of the house.
For the preceding week the weatherman had
been predicting snow on Christmas so that it
was with eager anticipation that I not only
waited for the opening of gifts but also the
coming snow. Sure enough Christmas morning
arrived and I awoke to the aroma of sausage
and bacon being fried as well as the promised
snow and there was a lot of it. By the time I had
raced downstairs my mother had not only
prepared breakfast but she also had a fire going
in the fireplace. When I got downstairs there it
was my dream gift. A brand new Wilson T2000
tennis racket. (It was one of the first rackets
made of metal not wood.) I couldn’t wait to use
it. Unfortunately wait I would because my
mother instructed me in no uncertain terms
that I had to go shovel the snow immediately.
Not only would she not let me use it I couldn’t
even touch until I was done shoveling. It was at
that point that I realized how much it had
snowed and how much sidewalk we had. As I
shoveled, I tried to imagine that the shovel was
my new tennis racket and I was Jimmy
Connors hitting winners on the tennis court.
Unfortunately, my imagination could only take
me so far and it was a long, slow morning of
clearing snow.
Varsie Geisler:
I don’t know if this is my favorite Christmas
memory, but it’s the memory that first came to
my mind. I grew up at St. Paul’s DeKalb. The
rector, The Reverend Charles Brieant, was an
accomplished church musician; specifically, a
church organist. In 1970, when I was 12 years
old, I started taking organ lessons from him.
My years of playing the piano put me in a good
position to learn the three-manual pipe organ
at St. Paul’s.
From Christmas 1970 through Christmas 1974,
I was the substitute organist and I always
played for the Christmas Day service. I
thoroughly enjoyed it! I got to play Christmas
Hymns and beautiful preludes and postludes
and, most of all, I got to lead worship with Fr.
Brieant.

Donna Hill:
Every Christmas Eve and Christmas Day has
been wonderful- especially those with my own
children and now grandchildren. But I would
have to say the one with the most thrilling
excitement that brought me to tears, was when
I was seven years old. I had begged and begged
for for at least five years for a puppy!! The
answer was always no. Then, Mitsy, an adorable
and sweet, tiny Boston Terrier came into my life.
Mom and Dad had her in a box, and carried the
box out at the end of gift opening. When the lid
moved, I screamed and broke into tears!

and the reindeers are on the roof! We ran to the
windows searching the sky for Santa and his
sleigh....how exciting! We scurried down the
stairs and sure enough there were brightly
wrapped presents surrounding the tree! Santa
had visited our house and we had just missed
seeing him! What a relief that Santa had found
us!
John Boies:

My other favorite was when Jacquie and Bob
Drake’s family and our four kids rented a big van
and spent Christmas in the mountains of
Colorado, snow skiing. We went to church
Christmas Eve in the mountains with snow
coming down. What a lifelong gift that God gave
us.

One pleasant memory of my childhood
Christmas is the delicious gingerbread men
cookies that my mother baked every Christmas
which she decorated and hung on the Christmas
tree. One year my older brother and I received
dart guns from Santa. Surely under his
influence—- though I must admit I was likely a
coconspirator— we used the lovely gingerbread
men on the tree as targets for the new dart guns.
Needless to say our dear Mother was not pleased
with her sons that day.

Liane O’Keefe:

Anita Biletzky:

When I received the request from Anita and
Judy to put onto paper my favorite Christmas
memory, I sat down with a cup of coffee to think
back over sixty plus years. In doing so, I dug up
wonderful memories that I had not thought
about in a very long time, and for that I am
grateful.

I'm 7 years old. Christmas is on the way, and I
decide to snoop around the house to see if I can
find any presents. In my parents' bedroom I
check out the cedar chest. Wow! A beautiful doll
was at the top! I took her out and played with
her that day and every day until Christmas Eve.
I don't know if I thought to look surprised when
I opened that gift on Christmas Eve. I also never
thought that maybe the doll was for one of my 2
other sisters. Nope, that doll was meant for me!
I wonder whatever happened to her..

While I have been blessed with many wonderful
memories, my favorite is from a time of such
innocence. Back in 1960 at the age of 5, my
family (mom and dad, and four kids ages 11
through 4) and I had just moved to the Chicago
suburbs from rural Illinois, renting a two
bedroom house. We had no relatives nearby and
were spending Christmas Eve alone. I recall
being worried that Santa may not know where
our family had moved and wouldn't find us.
After dinner, we were gathered around the
Christmas tree listening to Perry Como on our
record player, and I was anxiously waiting to put
the baby Jesus in the manger but Mom said it
was too early. My parents sent us upstairs to put
our jammies on. All of a sudden we hear noises
on the roof and my parents are yelling up the
stairs telling us to look out the windows, Santa

For many years St. Peter’s has had an Angel Tree in Waterman Hall. Members generously have taken
a tag and purchased gifts for children who might otherwise have nothing under the tree. This year
there is no tree in Waterman Hall, but that doesn’t mean we are not sharing our generosity. Below are
the “angels” and their wishes, please let the office know who you will be buying for and bring
unwrapped gifts to the office (during office hours, 9-1, M-F) by December 6th. When bringing gifts,
please indicate which angel you are buying for. Below are the suggestions. Please include one
item of clothing and an item ( or two…) from the list. Suggested limit is $35.00.
Male 7-8 years (2 angels)

Female infant-2 years (2 angels)

Legos, Crayola activity set
Bike/scooter, sports balls/ equipment
Books, games, camera, art kits, Hot wheels,
action figures, nerf guns, fishing gear, watch,
schience kits, Remote control Car

Diapers, onesies, leap frog toys, v-tech toys,
rattles, teething toys, playskool toys, clothers
for 0-3T, little types toys, learning to wal toys,
Mega blocks, dolls, stuffed animals, Melissa &
Doug Toys, Sensory toys.

Male 13-14 years (2 angels)
Wireless earbuds, headphones,
Camera, wallet, sun glasses, watch, mini drone,
sports equipment, grooming gift set (body
wash, shampoo, etc.) Fishing pole and gear.
Bluetooth beanie hat, gaming headset, spike
ball, bluetooth speaker.

Female 7-8 years (2 angels)
Barbie & accessories, Legos, Craola activity
sets, Craft kits (age appropriate), LOL toys,
Karaoke microphone, Bike or scooter, sports
balls/equipment, stuffed animals, books,
games, baking sets, camera, art kits
Female 13-14 years (2 angels)
Jewelry, makeup kits, hair accessories, wireless
earbuds, head phones, nail polish, camera,
purse, wallet, sunglasses, watch, mini drone,
baking sets, journaling sets, bath gift sets,
sports equipment, beauty supplies, bedroom
décor.

FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic and restrictions
in place, we are not able to hold our annual St.
Nicholas dinner. Each year, members brought toys
to be blessed and given to needy children. If this is
something you do each year, no need to let the
pandemic stop you!
Please bring your
unwrapped toy to the office by December 6th,
and it will be sent to the Salvation Army along with
our Angel gifts. The number of needy families have
dramatically increased this year, and the Salvation
Army is doing its best to make sure no child goes
without a gift at Christmas.
Please enjoy and reminisce with these pictures from
prior years’ Feast of St. Nicholas.

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST
DECEMBER 2020
CAROL WELLS
3298 RESOURCE PARKWAY #109
DEKALB, IL 60115

MIKE BLAKESLEE
111 EAST LINCOLN STREET
SYCAMORE, IL 60178

HARRIET GEORGE
1217 LOREN DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115

BILLY CLEM
PO BOX 4559
SYCAMORE, IL 60178

CYNTHIA DORBAND
1600 NORTH FOURTEENTH STREET #204
DEKALB, IL 60115

JAN FITZHENRY
2944 GREENWOOD ACRES DR.
NE203
DEKALB, IL 60115

BETH KROGMAN
2499 GREENWOOD ACRES DRIVE
DARC HEALTH CARE CENTER – W104
DEKALB, IL 60115
CAROL QUITNO
2675 ROBERTS CIRCLE
DEKALB, IL 60115
DICK BALSTRODE
1133 NORTH 7TH STREET
APT 801
ROCHELLE, IL 61068
BUD GREGORY
2600 NORTH ANNIE GLIDDEN ROAD
ROOM 203
DEKALB, IL 60115
PAT KNUDSEN
1228 BELLVUE DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115

December Birthdays
6 Tyler Drake
6 Jerry Lane
10 Kelly Potter
10 Dallas Duffy
11 Olivia Mae Zimmerman
13 Bryant Mommer
15 Madison Riego
16 Janis FitzHenry
17 Desiree Goodale
18 Rune Nelson
19 Caitlyn Brown
23 Carol Wells
23 Bronwyn Burgweger
23 Linda Saxer
26 Neve Crittenden
28 Jane Ovitz
28 Colby Newquist
30 Beth Krogman
30 Beata Boies
30 Sandra Minor

CHRISTMAS EVE

4:30 pm Zoom service

CHRISTMAS DAY

9:00 am Zoom service

PLEASE NOTE: These times may change based on Covid 19 restrictions.
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"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!"
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“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19

