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A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR

of God means know what we did, condemn our
own daily sin, and trust in God’s mercy and
forgiveness.

My dear beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
On February 17, 2021 we will start our
penitential time for conversion to our God by
changing our mind, heart and behavior. Year by
year times are changing, the world is changing,
our hearts are changing, but the Lord is still the
same. However, this particular year, while we
are still under the Covid 19 Pandemic, our Lord
demands us to think about our path of
repentance. In my mind and heart, I am asking
you to think about that time and to reflect who
feeds your soul, by reading the Holy Scriptures,
meditate on the word of God, and practice what
you reflect.
I am giving you five elements to use during this
beautiful season of lent as a season of
repentance.
First: Faith of repentance: acknowledge our
sins, as David said in Psalm 51: “For I know my
transgressions and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is
evil in your sight”. Knowing our sins in front

Second: Forgiveness: As we pray in Our
Father “Forgive us our trespasses”; that is very
good way to start lent, asking for God’s pardon.
The man who asks forgiveness from God is the
one who loves God and has God first in his heart
and life. Asking forgiveness is the right path for
repentance, but with one condition: “As we
forgive those who trespass against us” As much
as you forgive people is as much as God forgives
your sin. Psalm 32: 1 said: Happy are they
whose transgressions are forgiven, and those
whose sin is put away. “Happy are they to who
the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit,
there is no guile”. This is the blessing giving to
those whom God has chosen. When we receive
forgiveness, God restores our relationship with
Him. Our duty is proclaiming to others who are
looking
for
that
forgiveness
and
reconciliation.
Third: Prayer: Especially when the prayer is
fervent and comes from the heart. As the Psalm

51 proclaims: “Create in me a clean heart, o God,
and renew a right spirit within me.” God will
give a new heart to those who ask, a heart to love
and forgive. Love unites us to God, it cancels
innumerable sins, and bears everything
patiently. St. Clement first wrote in his letter to
Corinthians: “Out of love the Lord took us to
himself; because he loved us and it was God’s
will, our Lord Jesus Christ gave his life’s blood
for us- he gave his body for our body, his soul for
our soul”.
Fourth: Almsgiving: In the Gospel of
Mathew 6:1-4 Jesus was talking about
almsgiving, which we ought to do for the glory
of God but not for ourself. God is the source of
all we receive. Our almsgiving is not to say we
are good people, but to announce that God is
good, and the high price and reward is not
material, but eternal. As we know by our life and
history, we are generous with others, as much
we received grace from God. We are not more
generous than God. Helping people is helping
ourself.
Fifth: Humility: St. John Chrysostom wrote
this:” a man lives a modest, humble life, that, no
less than the other things I have mentioned,
takes sin away. Proof of this is the tax-collector
who had no good deeds to mention, but offered
his humility instead and was relieved of a heavy
burden of sins.” Psalm 51, 18b “a broken and
contrite heart, O God you will not despise”. God
will not accept our deed unless our heart is
humble, that comes only by repentance.
My beloved, now this is the time for our
repentance and to ask for forgiveness. This is the
time in which God will accept our fasting, prayer
and almsgiving and we prepare ourselves to
celebrate Easter, hoping the pandemic will be
over.

CHURCH REOPENING
It is with pleasure that I announce that on
January 24th, we began limited in person
services at St. Peter’s. We are offering a 9:00
Rite I service and 10:00 Zoom service through
February 14th. Our hope is to be back to two
services, 8:00 am Rite I and 10:00 Rite II on the
first Sunday of Lent, February 21st. We will

continue our Zoom service, but it will be moved
to 11:00 at that time. We are thankful for your
patience during this difficult time and look
forward to seeing you all in person very soon!

ASH WEDNESDAY

“Ashes to Go” is about bringing spirit, belief,
and belonging out from behind church
doors, and into the places where we go
every day. It’s a simple event with deep
meaning, drawing on centuries of tradition and
worship to provide a contemporary moment of
grace. Fr. Georges will again be offering “Ashes
to Go” on Ash Wednesday. Ashes will be offered
on Feb. 17th from 11:45-1:00 pm in front of the
church. Please share with family and friends.
We hope people on their lunch hour or those
who just can’t attend a service, will stop by for
their ashes.
We will have the Holy Eucharist with imposition
of ashes in the church at 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Fr. Georges will again be offering The Way of the
Cross at noon on Fridays during Lent. This will
begin on Friday, February 19th. In order to
comply with social distancing, those attending
must wear a mask, follow social distancing, and
will follow the stations from their pew as Fr.
Georges proceeds through the church.

BIBLE STUDY
Fr. Georges will once again offer a Bible Study
during Lent. Due to the pandemic, the study
will be held on Zoom on Wednesday evenings at
7:00 pm – 8 pm. Sign in information will be
sent weekly to the congregation. You may
attend one or all of the classes, which will begin
on Wednesday, February 24th and will run for 6
weeks, ending on March 31st. We will continue
our study of St. Luke.
The schedule for Bible Study is as follows:
Feb. 24

Luke 4:1-13 The Temptation

March 3

Luke 5:17-26 Jesus forgives sins

March 10

Luke 6:20-26 The Beatitudes,
The Woes

March 17

Luke: 6:27-42 Love of enemies

March 24

Luke 7:36-50 Forgiveness of a
sinful woman

March 31

Luke 8:40-56 Jairus Daughter
Raised as a woman healed

The Temptation of Jesus
4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from
the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all
during those days, and when they were over, he
was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, command this stone to become
a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’”
5 Then the

devil[a] led him up and showed him in
an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And
the devil[b] said to him, “To you I will give their
glory and all this authority; for it has been given
over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If
you, then, will worship me, it will all be
yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship
the
Lord
and serve only him.’”

your

God,

9 Then

the devil[c] took him to Jerusalem, and
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down from here, 10 for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’
11 and

‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.’”
12 Jesus

answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put
the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him
until an opportune time.

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY
Jane Ovitz

St. Peter’s doesn’t let Covid 19 stop us from
celebrating birthdays! A group from St. Peter’s
braved the cold to help Jane Ovitz celebrate her
90th birthday outside her Oak Crest apartment
on December 28th.

MINUTES
OF
ST.
PETER’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH VESTRY
MEETING DECEMBER 17, 2020
Approved January 21, 2021
The Zoom vestry meeting was called to order at
7:02 by Phil Montgomery. Those present were:
Liane O’Keefe, John Boies, John Vain, Lynne
Roberts, Henry Burgweger, Phil Montgomery
Varsie Geisler, Anita Biletzky, Fr. Georges, Fr.
Mark Geiser, and Judy LaPorta, vestry clerk.
Deacon Dee joined the meeting at 7:48.
Absent: Donna Hill
After an opening prayer, Varsie Geisler moved
to accept the Agenda, seconded by Phil
Montgomery. The motion carried.
John Vain asked for an addition to the minutes
of the November meeting, stating he did not
supply the number for church members and
Varsie Geisler noted that the C in covid should
be capitalized. Phil Montgomery moved to
accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by
Varsie Geisler, and the motion carried.
Rector report: Fr. Georges had previous sent an
e-mail to the vestry regarding our annual
meeting. After a meeting with the Bishop and
the Chancellor, he was told that because our
bylaws state that our meeting must be held in
person, we cannot have a Zoom meeting and
must reschedule our meeting. Because Covid is
a unique situation, we are able to extend our
meeting for up to 6 months. Varsie Geisler
moved to postpone the annual meeting until
such time that we can meet in person and Anita
Biletzky seconded the motion. John Boies asked
that we add that expired terms for vestry
members, John Boies, Donna Hill, and Phil
Montgomery be extended until the annual
meeting. Also, because our budget cannot be
presented to the congregation, once the budget
is approved by the vestry, it will be sent to the
congregation.
It was seconded by Anita
Biletzky, and the motion carried.
Senior Warden report: Phil Montgomery asked
that we acknowledge that Fr. Georges and Fr.

Mark have both had deaths in their family
during the past month. Fr. Georges lost his
brother Adnan, and Fr. Mark lost his dad, John
Geisler. The vestry extends sympathy and
prayer to them both.
Phil Montgomery shared that he and John Vain
had discussed that when the church does reopen
fully, we should have a “grand reopening”.
Junior Warden: Anita Biletzky submitted a
written report, and reported that the furnace
had been replaced in the Wetzel house and all is
well with the rental properties. The sensor on
the light outside the kitchen is not working and
she will contact an electrician.
Treasurer’s report: John Vain reported that he
anticipates we will meet our numbers for 2021
and the budget will be fully funded. With the
rise in the stock market, our trust income has
increased. Pledges have been coming in and the
fact that some are larger than last year is very
encouraging.
An additional $10,000.00 was received from a
parishioner, to be added to the November 2020
pledges, which could result in carryover for
2020.
Phil Montgomery moved to approve the
treasurer’s report, John Boies seconded, and the
motion carried.
Caregivers & Outreach: Lynne Roberts reported
that four end of year donations would be given
to The Northern Illinois Food Bank, Meals on
Wheels, the Sycamore Food Pantry, and Elder
Care. Donations have been received for the
Sycamore Food Pantry and they will receive an
additional check.
Caregivers: Lynne Roberts reported that they
are keeping in contact with our shut-ins and
encouraged vestry members to call, send cards,
or stop by with treats during the Christmas
season, as many of them live alone.
Fr. Georges advised the vestry that he would be
on vacation from December 26-January 9th. Fr.
Mark and Deacon Dee will lead our Zoom
worship on December 27th and January 3rd.
Judy LaPorta reported that St. Peter’s is now
listed on DeKalb County Online.

New Business:
Lynne Roberts noted that every Christmas we
receive donation from parishioners and asked
where that money would be going this year.
Setting the money aside and using for a
charitable cause in 2021 was decided.
Phil Montgomery moved that the meeting be
adjourned, John Boies seconded and after a
closing prayer by Fr. Mark, the meeting
adjourned at 8:01.
Respectfully submitted
Judy LaPorta
Vestry clerk

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE
Members continue to monitor the status and
needs of St. Peter’s parishioners during Covid19, and keep very busy visiting and staying in
touch with people on the “shut-in” list. The
current “shut -in” list is in the Morning Star
monthly. Valentine’s Day greetings will be sent.
Staff and parishioners in our local health care
centers are beginning to receive the first dose of
the Covid-19 vaccine… a sign that the lockdown
on those facilities might loosen up a bit. Please
continue to help with prayers, phone calls and
birthday cards for those individuals on our list,
those alone at home and residents in health care
facilities. Contact with friends will be much
appreciated and essential for their mental
wellbeing.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
HOPE HAVEN
Thank you to parishioners who contributed
their time and cooking talents to help prepare
and deliver a meal to Hope Haven on January
24. Your efforts to prepare St. Peter’s Savory
Tator Tot Casserole, salad, fruit, rolls and
dessert were appreciated by Hope Haven
clients. We are fortunate to have parishioners
to help support our monthly commitment to
Hope Haven. If you want to help out with the
Hope Haven meals, give Lynne Roberts a call or
email.

PRAYER CORNER

PRAYERS FOR LENT

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST
FEBRUARY 2021
CAROL WELLS
3298 RESOURCE PARKWAY #109
DEKALB, IL 60115
HARRIET GEORGE
1217 LOREN DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115

RICK JOHNSON
619 DEKALB AVE.
SYCAMORE IL 60178
DAN SIDMORE
418 YORKSHIRE DRIVE
DEKALB IL 60115

CYNTHIA DORBAND
1600 NORTH FOURTEENTH STREET #204
DEKALB, IL 60115
BETH KROGMAN
2499 GREENWOOD ACRES DRIVE
DARC HEALTH CARE CENTER – W104
DEKALB, IL 60115
CAROL QUITNO
2675 ROBERTS CIRCLE
DEKALB, IL 60115
DICK BALSTRODE
1133 NORTH 7TH STREET
APT 801
ROCHELLE, IL 61068
BUD GREGORY
2600 NORTH ANNIE GLIDDEN ROAD
ROOM 203
DEKALB, IL 60115
PAT KNUDSEN
1228 BELLVUE DRIVE
DEKALB, IL 60115
MIKE BLAKESLEE
111 EAST LINCOLN STREET
SYCAMORE, IL 60178
BILLY CLEM
PO BOX 4559
SYCAMORE, IL 60178
JAN FITZHENRY
2944 GREENWOOD ACRES DR.
NE203
DEKALB, IL 60115

February Birthdays
1 Sarah Mendenhall
3 Chad Newquist
5 Reese Lyn Hill
5 Ella Ryan Hill
5 Jim Hill
8 Alyse Mommer
8 George Abizaid
9 Jason Vain
10 Brad Osborn
13 Presley Klus
18 Suzie Geisler
19 Henry Burgweger
20 Brian Lee Koehnke

Anniversaries
26 Henry & Pat Burgweger
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“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19

