December Morning Star
May the Lord bless you during this beautiful season in which we prepare our heart to accept the coming of our
Lord. May the Lord bless your family in this difficult time and save all of you. Please be safe, be happy, and be
joyful! May the Lord fill your heart with peace and love, Fr. Georges

Friday December 24 – Christmas Eve

Saturday December 25 – Christmas Day

4:15 PM – Choral Prelude

9:30 AM Holy Eucharist

4:30 PM – Holy Eucharist & Carols

Pumpkin Festival 2021
We are pleased to share with the parish news of
another successful Pumpkin Festival event. We
raised a sizeable amount of money for St. Peter’s.
We sold almost everything that we had to offer! We
were able to achieve sales of approximately
$1,000.00.
We greatly appreciate the generosity of our
parishioners in offering their time, efforts, and
donations in helping us to maintain our food booth
through another year. Those parishioners who were
able to assist by helping with set-up, the baking of
pumpkin squares, working in the kitchen and in
Waterman Hall, acting as cashiers, or serving our
customers, very much enjoyed their work. It is
always a pleasant task when we work together for
St. Peter’s. The rewards are many.
Larry Dirst

Jovie, Father Mark, Lynne and Anita preparing
brats and hot dogs for sale.
St. Peter’s Pumpkin Squares…
Where Pumpkins go to Meet Their Baker
If you visited the St. Peter’s Food Booth at Pumpkin
Fest, you would have undoubtedly noticed that all
of the workers were wearing identical T-shirts.
Each shirt was emblazoned with the very clever
phrase shown above. This was done courtesy of our
dear friend, Anita Biletzky.
We very much appreciate Anita’s creativity and
generosity in providing these shirts for our
volunteers. The shirts certainly set us apart on that
Sunday and drew some positive attention to the St.
Peter’s workers.
Pumpkin Fest Co-Chairs Larry & Cindy

We thank Anita for thinking of us with this kind
donation.

A huge thank you to Larry and Cindy for another
successful year and for their dedication and hard
work to put together all the details that make St.
Peter’s food booth the success it is.

If you’d like to begin to prepare yourself for
Pumpkin Fest 2022, additional T-shirts are
available at a cost of $12 by contacting Anita or the
office.

Linda and Bob Saxer collecting money from
hungry customers.
***************************
FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
Communication is important in any organization.
Our church is no exception. To that end, I’ve
decided to write an article each month in the
Morningstar. Reading vestry minutes does not
always tell the whole story of the work that is being
done. I invite your suggestions of areas you’d like to
read more about.
Communication also means that parishioners need
to talk with the clergy, the senior warden, the junior
warden, and vestry members when they have
questions, concerns, and comments. If we don’t
know what you’re thinking, we can’t do anything to
address the issue. To that end, in the coming weeks,
you’ll see a comments/concerns/suggestion box in
the back of the church. It will be locked, and I will
have the only key. If you don’t want to talk to a
member of the clergy or a warden or a vestry
member directly, you can leave your thoughts in the
box. If you’d like to be contacted, please leave your
name and contact information. You also can remain
anonymous. I will open it weekly and bring matters
to the vestry or handle them directly.
Advent marks the beginning of a new Church year.
We have a lot of work ahead of us in the coming
year. Together, we can work toward a common
goal.

Barbara showing the secret of uniform
pumpkin squares.
*************************
CAREGIVERS REPORT
Committee members continue to monitor the
status and needs of St. Peter’s parishioners as
we experience the ups and downs of this
pandemic. We keep busy visiting and staying
in touch with people on the Caregivers list. The
current extended Caregiver’s List is in this
newsletter and will be available at the back of
the church for Christmas Greetings addresses.
Please continue to help with prayers, phone
calls, birthday and holiday cards for those
individuals on our list, those alone at home,
and residents in health care facilities.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
HOPE HAVEN
Thank you to those who contributed their time
and cooking talents to help prepare and deliver a
meal to Hope Haven on November 24th. Your
efforts were appreciated by Hope Haven clients
and a big thank you was offered for St Peter’s
reliability and abundance of food. We will cater
the main part of the December 22nd meal and
provide drinks and dessert to add a personal
touch. If you want to help out with the Hope
Haven meals in 2022, look for the volunteer sign-

up sheet in the back of the church or give Lynne
Roberts a call or email. Let’s all help fulfill St.
Peter’s commitment to help the homeless and
hungry in our community.
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY
The Outreach Committee continues to receive
funds to be donated to a local organization
fighting hunger. The Outreach Committee
always requests the Sycamore Food Pantry use
our donations to purchase food from the
Northern Illinois Food Bank. This assures St
Peter’s helps to provide the maximum amount of
food for our community needs.
Sondra King CROP WALK DeKalb
St Peter’s total donation was $1,385 to the
October 3, 2021 local CROP Walk through online
donations, checks and cash. Thank you to
everyone who supported Team St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church, and to those who braved the
wet weather to make the walk!
OPERATION SHOEBOX MINISTRY
St Peter’s again committed to being a part of the
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Shoebox Ministry.
Samaritan’s Purse partners with local churches
in over 170 countries and territories. St. Peter’s
provided 18 shoeboxes filled with surprises,
including clothing items, school supplies, crafts,
and sports equipment for children in the Pacific
Islands. Several shoeboxes were also filled on
line. Shoebox donations can be made anytime
during the year for your convenience at
www.samaritanspurse.org/buildonline
SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE
Tags listing clothing and Christmas wishes from
families living in DeKalb County hoping for
Christmas assistance are now on a tree in the
back of the church. Please limit your spending to
no more than $20 a gift. Shopping time is limited
this year. Unwrapped gifts with tags attached
are due back to St. Peter’s by December 7th
From St Peter’s the gifts will be taken to the
Salvation Army in DeKalb. Families will have the
opportunity to “shop” for their children, giving
them some surprises under their tree on
Christmas morning.

Minutes from August Vestry Meeting
St. Peter Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting
October 15, 2021
Approved November 18, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by
Senior Warden, Varsie Geisler. Fr. Georges
offered an opening prayer.
Those present were Varsie Geisler, Anita
Biletzky, Larry Dirst, Larry Buttimer, John
Vain, Liane O’Keefe, Lynne Roberts, Dee
Goodale, Fr. Georges and Fr. Mark, Judy
LaPorta, clerk, and Stefanie Hill, who arrived
late.
Absent: Henry Burgweger
Agenda - A move was made by Anita Biletzky
to approve the Agenda, seconded by John Vain.
The motion carried. It was noted that the
Agenda stated August minutes to be approved,
it should be September, and will be corrected.
Minutes – Larry Dirst requested a change in
verbiage to the minutes under Treasurer’s
report. Verbiage should be changed to “Due to
the drop in attendance and loss of some
members, both income and expenses are
down.” Larry Dirst moved to approve the
minutes as corrected, Liane O’Keefe seconded,
and the motion carried.
Sr. Warden Report – Varsie Geisler shared her
thoughts that the vestry should have a shared
vision and mission for St. Peter’s - our goal.
We should all be kind and do good works
together.
Jr. Warden – Report attached. Anita Biletzky
reviewed the work that was done over the last
month. A discussion regarding the kitchen
stove was held. The stove was leaking gas and
due to its age, is not repairable. John Vain
recommended a commercial stove. Kitchen
renovation was also discussed and Fr. Georges
recommended that the Restoration and
Renovation committee should come to the
vestry with a plan.
Treasurer’s Report – John Vain reviewed the
expenses and income. Costs in 2022 will be
increased. Pledges are coming in slowly. A
question was asked regarding our insurance –

Do we have to use church insurance? A
discussion ensued regarding insurance costs.
It was noted that the Chicago Diocese stands
alone with its insurance. Stefanie Hill moved
to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Liane
O’Keefe seconded, and the motion carried.

regarding this proposed change. The letter will
be sent to parishioners by email, email, and in
the newsletter. This will advise members of the
change in the by-laws to be voted on December
5th after the 10:15 service. Larry Dirst and
Stefanie Hill volunteered to compose the letter.

Caregivers Report – Lynne Roberts reported
that the committee is keeping up with
parishioners in nursing homes, etc. Cards are
sent regularly.

Vestry calls to parishioner - A discussion was
held regarding the vestry calls to parishioners.
It was brought up that many people on the list
have not been to the church in years and that
those members should be contacted by the
rector to find out if they still wish to be a part of
St. Peter’s. The list will be reviewed.

Outreach Report – Lynne Roberts reported
that St. Peter’s raised $1,104.00 this year for
the Crop Walk.
Checks were sent to the Sycamore Food Pantry
- $500.00, and a check for $500.00 was also
sent to the missionaries who spoke during our
service, for solar powered radios in Sierra
Leone.
Shoebox Ministry – Shoeboxes should be
returned by 11/7/21. Our shoeboxes this year
will be sent to the Pacific islands.
The Salvation Army Tag Tree will also be
available for donations.
Pumpkin Fest was discussed.
Old Business – By Laws – a motion was made
to change the verbiage regarding the
composition of the vestry to : “ 6.1
Composition; Qualifications. The Vestry
consists of the Rector, two Wardens, and not
less than five and not more than 12 members.
Vestry members shall be adult confirmed
voting members of the Parish, 16 years of age
or older.” Anita Biletzky moved to approve the
change, Stefanie Hill seconded, The motion
was approved with one Nay vote from Lynne
Roberts. A discussion was held about having an
even number of members, which could cause
tie votes. Anita Biletzky moved to change the
verbiage as follows: “6.2 Composition;
Qualifications. The Vestry consists of the
Rector, two Wardens, and no fewer than five
and no more than eleven elected Vestry
members. Vestry members shall be adult
confirmed voting members of the Parish, 16
years of age or older.” Stefanie Hill seconded
the motion and the motion was unanimously
carried.
Fr. Georges asked for two volunteers from the
vestry to compose a letter to the parishioners

MIDI System – Larry Dirst gave the vestry a
brief history of our organists since the death of
John Weaver. He noted that each time an
organist left, he had volunteered to fill in until
a new organist was found. The process of
finding an organist is lengthy, as they are few
and far between, so Larry filled in for months
at a time. He is recommending that we
purchase the Midi System, Musical Instrument
Digital Interface for our organ. This system
allows organ music to be recorded and played
during the church service without an organist.
Larry, Barb Weaver, and Nancy Franke have
visited churches using this system and it
sounds as if the organist is playing.
The system cost is $12,000.00, and we have
$4,000.00 saved toward the expense. John
Vain reported that there was money available
in the memorial accounts if this is a purchase
we wish to make.
2021 MMR – Varsie Geisler reported that the
process we used for the 2021 MMR was not the
diocesan approved method. She asked the
vestry to disregard the 2021 MMR. The
diocesan approved MMR includes the rector,
wardens, and vestry. Andrea Mysen from the
diocese will meet with Fr. Georges and the
wardens to review how an MMR should be
conducted.
Rector’s Report – Fr. Georges reported that he
is now posting morning and evening prayers on
Facebook daily. The Bible study is going well.
The Blessing of the animals was held at an
outside service, and was well received. There
will be no Zoom service on October 31st, due to
Pumpkin Fest and November 7th , All
Saints/Souls Sunday. Everyone is invited to go

to the cemetery after the 10:15 service on
November 7.
Fr. Georges advised the vestry that John Vain
would no longer be our Treasurer after the end
of the year. He thanked John for all the work
he has done over the years for St. Peter’s. If
anyone has any suggestions for a person to
replace John, please let Fr. Georges know.
Anita Biletzky moved that the meeting be
adjourned, Larry Buttimer seconded, and after
a closing prayer by Fr. Mark, the meeting
adjourned at 9:55.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy LaPorta
Vestry Clerk

COFFEE HOUR IS BACK!!
For the past two weeks we have had our coffee
hour in Waterman Hall. It is wonderful to get
together and spend time with our fellow
parishioners! This fellowship brings new life
back to St. Peter’s and we’ve all missed that
terribly! Of course, coffee hour doesn’t happen
by itself! We need members to sign up to host.
A sign-up sheet is in Waterman Hall. We are
keeping our coffee hours simple – just
remember K I S S – Keep It Simple St. Peter’s.
We don’t need a huge spread each week, coffee,
a fruit and a sweet are plenty! Some things have
changed but most remain the same. An
instruction sheet is available with the sign-up
sheet and a copy is posted in the kitchen. Come
join us for coffee and fellowship after the 10:15
service!

December Birthdays

Jacob Noe assisting Father Georges with the
pledges that were presented at the altar on
November 14th.

St. Peter’s Reading Group
The Reading Group is happy to have recently
begun meeting again in the parish hall. At this
time, we wear masks and sit practicing social
distancing. Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday, December 7, at 9:30 am. We will be
discussing Anxious People, a novel by Fredrik
Backman.
Please feel free to join us.

6 Tyler Drake
6 Jerry Lane
10 Kelly Potter
10 Dallas Duffy
11 Olivia Mae Zimmerman
13 Bryant Mommer
15 Madison riego
17 Desiree Goodale
18 Rune Nelson
19 Caitlyn Brown
23 Bronwyn Burgweger
23 Linda Saxer
26 Neve Crittenden
28 Jane Ovitz
28 Colby Newquist
30 Beth Krogman
30 Beata Boies
30 Sandra Minor

Mark My Words
HAPPY NEW YEAR! Don’t worry, I haven’t got
the wrong month. It is indeed a new year. It is
a new year for the Church. November 28 was
the first Sunday of Advent. The season of
Advent marks the beginning of a new Christian
year.
If there was one central theme of Advent, it
would be this: waiting. I am not talking about
the type of waiting that we typically do on a
given day. I am not talking about the passive
and often mindless waiting that we do while we
stand in line at the grocery store or sit in a
chair in the waiting room of the doctors’ office.
I am talking about waiting that is intentional. I
am talking about waiting that is contemplative.
I am talking about waiting that is filled with
hope.
During Advent we actively take the time to wait
for the coming of our Lord, the baby Jesus in
whom God became human to both love and be
among us. It can be a huge challenge to find
the time to engage in this important waiting.

Special Parish Meeting December 5
The Vestry has scheduled a Special Meeting of
the Parish for Sunday, December 5. A vote to
restructure the Vestry to include five members
and two Wardens is being proposed. This
represents a reduction from the current seven
members and two Wardens. The Vestry is
recommending this change since it is felt that
seven parishioners are able to adequately
represent the Parish. Also, it has become
increasingly difficult to recruit the number of
persons necessary to fill vacant seats on Vestry.
This is described in an email/letter that is
being sent to all parishioners with more
detailed information. Please speak with any
member of the Vestry prior to the vote on
December 5 with any questions or concerns
that you may have.
All members are urged to attend this meeting
since a quorum must be in attendance for the
vote to take place. The Vestry must know the
will of the Parish so that plans can be made for
the Annual Meeting in January when new
Vestry persons are elected.

Over the next few weeks many, if not most, of
us will still be buying Christmas gifts. We will
be attending many holiday concerts and
parties. We will be getting our homes ready for
the arrival of Christmas guests. The workload
at our jobs may ease up a little bit as Christmas
approaches, but our in-boxes will not even be
close to empty.
Despite the challenges and stressors of these
next few weeks, I invite you to be still. I invite
you to wait. I invite to make yourself ready to
welcome the Christ child into your heart.
Father Georges, Deacon Dee, and I are always
ready to help you to do just that. Try not to get
too stressed out about the busyness that awaits
you in the coming days.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Faithfully,
The Rev. Mark A. Geisler

On Friday night, November 19th, Santa and Mrs.
Claus came to Sycamore for Midnight Madness.
Somehow, they look kind of familiar!

Prayer Corner
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and
healing all, we ask you to bless your friends
who are sick. Give them the strength in body,
courage in spirit and patience in pain. Let
them recover their health, so that they may
joyfully praise your name. Amen
ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST
December 2021
Cynthia Dorband
1600 North Fourteenth St. #204
DeKalb, IL 60115
Beth Krogman
29449 Greenwood Acres Dr.
DARC Health Care Center – W104
DeKalb, IL 60115
Carol Quitno
675 Roberts Circle
DeKalb, IL 60115
Dick Balstrode
1133 North 7TH Street
APT 801
Rochelle, IL 61068
Pat Knudsen
1228 Bellevue Drive
DeKalb, IL 60115
Billy Clem
PO BOX 4559
Sycamore, IL 60178
Dan & Jenny Sidmore
418 Yorkshire Dr.
DeKalb IL 60115
Helen Beamish
414 E. High St.
Sycamore, IL 60178
Larry & Deacon Dee Buttimer
20913 W. Snowberry Lane
Plainfield, IL 60544
John & Ann Engstrom
1349 Axcel Lane
Sycamore, IL 6178

Jerry Lane and Jean Evans
355 Rogers Way
Sycamore, IL 60178
Rick Johnson
619 DeKalb Ave.
Sycamore, IL 60178
Chris & Denielle Noe
1256 Ali Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178
Jane Ovitz
401 Duke St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
David Roberts
1776 C L Hudson St.
Sycamore, IL 60178

Parish Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Georges Jallouf
Rector
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org
Assistant to the Rector: Fr. Mark Geisler
815-766-0694
Deacon: Desiree Goodale
Sarah Mendenhall
Organist
Pat Klein
Admin. Assistant
office@sycamorestpeters.org
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
Jean Erlenborn
Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org

The Vestry of the Parish
Varsie Geisler, Sr.Warden
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden
Lynne Roberts
John Vain
Lianne O’Keefe
Henry Burgweger

815-766-1127
815-793-5500
815-895-4196
815-899-1124
815-501-7798
815-751-8248

Stefanie Hill
Larry Buttiemer
Larry Dirst
John Vain, Treasurer
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk

815-461-5052
630-297-8205
630-513-1048
815-899-1124
815-970-2015

Days in office: Monday, Tuesday

.
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm MondayFriday
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
815-895-2227
www.sycamorestpeters.org

December Schedule of Services and Special Events
Friday, December 3
St. Nicholas Day
5:30 Holy Eucharist
6:00 Potluck Dinner in Waterman Hall
Please bring a generous dish to pass – main course of ham balls and cabbage rolls will be provided.
Please bring an unwrapped gift to place under the tree
Sunday, December 5
No Zoom
10:15 AM Holy Eucharist
Following the service there will be a Parish Meeting in the Church. We will be voting on a proposed
change to the by-laws and a quorum is needed so please plan to attend.
Coffee Hour to follow in Waterman Hall
Sunday, December 12
No Zoom
10:15 Festival of Lessons & Carols
No healing service this month
Coffee Hour to follow in Waterman Hall
Saturday, December 18
9:30 AM Greening of the Church
Sunday, December 19
8:30 Zoom Service
10:15 Holy Eucharist
Coffee Hour to Follow in Waterman Hall
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
4:15 Choral Prelude
4:30 Holy Eucharist
No Zoom
Saturday, December 25 – Christmas Day
No Zoom
9:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 26
8:30 Zoom
10:15 Holy Eucharist

