
 

      THE MORNING STAR 

            November  

    Let us Give Thanks 

  

 
Service times for November 

Zoom service at 8:30 AM – No 
Zoom service on November 7th 
 
All Sundays In-Person at 10:15 AM 
_______________________ 
 
OUTSIDE SERVICE AND PET BLESSING 
 
Sunday October 3rd was the day of our outside 
service.  The day held a threat of rain and 
thunderstorms in the preceding days but the 
morning turned out to be quite lovely and the 
service that was held in our parking lot was just 
as lovely.  We only had 1 in-person pet (Mark 
and Sarah Mendenhall’s dog Lily) but many 
brought pictures of their dear ones for the 
blessing. 

Many asked if we could have another outside 
service and hopefully we’ll be able to fit in 
another before the snow flies. 
Thanks to the Altar Guild for the extra effort in 
setting up the altar and thanks to Mark and 
Sarah Mendenhall for providing the music. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

OPERATION SHOEBOX MINISTRY 
 
 
St Peter’s will once again commit to the 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Shoebox 
Ministry. 
Samaritan’s Purse partners with local churches 
in over 170 countries and territories to provide 
a shoebox filed with surprises, including 
clothing items, school supplies, crafts, and 
sports equipment for a child in a third world 
country.  This year the ministry is 
concentrating on children in the Pacific 
Islands.  Shoeboxes will be available at the back 
of the church until October 31st, and due back 
to St. Peter’s on November 7th.   Suggestions for 
shoebox items will  
also be available.  Online donations can be 
made for your convenience at 
www.samaritanspurse.org/buildonline 

 
 

 
 
 

 

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 
Committee members continue to monitor the 
status and needs of St. Peter’s parishioners as 
we experience the decline of this pandemic.  
We keep busy visiting and staying in touch with 
people on the “shut-in” list.  The current “shut -
in” list is in the Morning Star monthly.   Please 
continue to help with prayers, phone calls and 
birthday cards for those individuals on our list, 
those alone at home, and residents in health 
care facilities.    
 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
HOPE HAVEN 
Thank you to those who contributed their time 
and cooking talents to help prepare and deliver 
a meal to Hope Haven on October 27th.  Your 
efforts were appreciated by Hope Haven 
clients.   If you want to help out with the Hope 
Haven meals, look for the volunteer sign-up 
sheet in the back of the church or give Lynne 
Roberts a call or email.  Let’s all help fulfill St. 
Peter’s commitment to help the homeless and 
hungry in our community. 
 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
The Outreach Committee continues to receive 
funds to be donated to a local organization 
fighting hunger.  This month St Peter’s sent a 
check for $500, a combination of parishioner 
donations and Christian Outreach Committee 
funds, to the Sycamore Food Pantry requesting 
the donations be used to purchase food from 
the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  This assures 
our donation provides the maximum amount of 
food for our community needs. 
 
SONDRA KING CROP WALK – DEKALB 
 
St Peter’s contributed an unofficial amount of 
$1,101 to the October 3, 2021 local CROP Walk 
through online donations, checks and cash.  
Thank you to everyone who supported  
Team St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, and to 
those who braved the wet weather to make the 
walk!   
 

 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/buildonline


 

Minutes from August Vestry Meeting 

St. Peter Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting 

September 16, 2021 

Approved October 21, 2021 

Varsie Geisler called the Zoom Vestry meeting 
to order at 7:10, due to some members having 
problems with getting into Zoom. Those 
attending were:  Fr. Georges Jallouf, Fr. Mark 
Geisler, Deacon Dee Goodale-Buttimer, Varsie 
Geisler, Anita Biletzky, John Vain, Lynne 
Roberts, Liane O’Keefe, Larry Dirst, Larry 
Buttimer, Henry Burgweger, and Judy LaPorta, 
vestry clerk.  Stefanie Hill had a meeting 
conflict and arrived a little late. 

An opening prayer was offered by Fr. Georges 
Jallouf. 

A motion was made by Larry Buttimer to 
approve the agenda, it was seconded by Lynne 
Roberts, and the motion carried. 

Minutes:  Corrections to the minutes from the 
August meeting included correcting the spelling 
of Larry Buttimer in several places (it had only 
one “t”), adding an apostrophe to God’s 
People, eliminating the line saying there were 
two guests, as none were present, and 
removing the last line of the Jr. Warden’s 
report, as it was from the prior meeting. The 
verbiage from the discussion regarding 
changing the bylaws was omitted.  The 
verbiage was added to the August minutes and 
also is repeated in these minutes. Liane 
O’Keefe moved to approve the minutes as 
corrected, Larry Buttimer seconded, and the 
motion carried. 

Sr. Warden Report : Varsie Geisler asked that 
the Sr. Warden report be moved to after the 
Rector’s report. 

Jr. Warden:  Anita had previously sent the 
report to the vestry.  She reported that she had 
ordered a sign to cover our current sign (which 
has our old service schedule) with the hours for 
services, Zoom at 8:30 and In Person at 10:15.  
The cost will be $90.00.  Vestry members were 
not able to open the attachment sent to view 

the sign, so Anita will resend to everyone and 
asked they let her know their thoughts within 
the next two days. 

Anita has also been in touch with a gentleman 
who will make our Giving and Prayer boxes for 
us at no charge.  We will need to paint them 
ourselves.  The prayer box will have two 
sections, one with paper and pen to write 
prayer, and the other will be locked with a slot 
for the prayer requests to be kept. There will be 
a flag to raise when adding a request.  Fr. 
Georges will unlock and review the prayer 
requests weekly.  A discussion was held 
regarding placement of the boxes. It was 
decided that they would be put on the right side 
of the walkway leading to Waterman Hall. 

Anita also reported on updates suggested to 
the entryway of Waterman Hall, including new 
flooring, painting, and removal of some of the 
bulletin boards.  In order to avoid any 
misunderstanding, Anita asked for confirmation 
that this should be a Building and Grounds 
project and not be under Restorations and 
Renovations. It was agreed that although it 
could fall under either, B&G would work on this 
project.    

Treasurer’s Report:  John Vain reported that a 
correction should be made to his e-mail sent 
with the reports – The amount for the Tom 
Klein payment should be $325.00, and 
Expense should be $625. 00. Due to the drop 
in attendance and loss of some members, both 
income and expenses are down. 

Anita Biletzky moved to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report, Lynne Roberts seconded 
and the motion carried. 

Care Givers and Outreach:  Lynne Roberts 
reported that due to Covid 19 restrictions, the 
committees have not been meeting, but have 
continued to keep in touch with shut-ins and 
providing our Hope Haven Dinners.  Lynne 
reported that we will be participating in the 
Care Boxes for Christmas. 

Old Business:  Fr. Georges reported that 
Sunday school will start on September 19th and 
we have 11 Bible Exploration books for our 



 

kids.  Erin Duffy will teach the classes, which 
will be from 10-10:45, and the kids will come to 
the church for communion. 

We are in need of a nursery attendant. The 
hours will be 10-11:30, and the pay will be 
$15.00 per week.  Anita will cover the nursery 
until an attendant is found.   

By Laws: The verbiage for the change in the 
by-laws regarding the number of vestry 
members was presented at the last meeting, 
as follows: 

ARTICLE 6 
Vestry 

Current 
6.1 Composition; Qualifications. The Vestry 
consists of the Rector, two Wardens, and 
seven elected Vestry members. Vestry 
members shall be adult confirmed voting 
members of the Parish, 16 years of age or 
older. 
 
Proposed 
6.1 Composition; Qualifications. The Vestry 
consists of the Rector, two Wardens, and not 
less than five and not more than 12 members. 
Vestry members shall be adult confirmed 
voting members of the Parish, 16 years of age 
or older. 
 
If approved, a letter will be mailed and e-mailed 
to the congregation explaining the reason for 
the change and the need for a special 
congregational meeting.  The proposed change 
must be published 30 days in advance and it 
will be announced at all weekly services. Two 
people are needed to work on the 
communication to the congregation.  
 
Pumpkin Fest:  Larry Dirst and Cindy Vain will 
be meeting in October to do inventory, get the 
sign up forms to the office, set pricing schedule 
and purchase materials.  Announcements will 
be in the bulletins asking people to sign up. 
 
Anita Biletzky reported that she had been 
asked if there are alternatives available for 
paying pledges.  A discussion was held and it 
was brought up that if we accept credit cards, 

we would be charged a fee by the bank, so it 
would be best for members to set up their 
pledges through their bank’s bill pay service. 
 
New Business:  Varsie Geisler prepared and e-
mailed a Stewardship letter to the vestry to 
review.  The letter will be sent out on October 
6th and pledge cards should be returned by 
November 14th. 
 
Rector Report:  Roofing – Fr. Georges asked 
John Vain to update the vestry on the roofing 
projects.  John reported that our file is now with 
the accounting department of the insurance 
company, and once approved, will be set to go.  
Shortage of materials may delay the project. 
Fr. Georges reported that we will have the 
annual animal blessing on October 3rd after the 
10:15 service.  The service will be outside in 
our parking lot. Members should bring their 
own chairs.   Everyone is invited to bring their 
pets, pictures of pets, and stuffed animals for 
the blessing.   
October 3 is also the Crop Walk.  St. Peter’s 
has a team walking and all are welcome to 
participate or donate. 
Fr. Georges asked the vestry to call and check 
on members from their phone tree.  He also 
requested that vestry members attend church 
or participate in the Zoom service. 
Fr. Georges reported that Brad Osborn will be 
going back to St. Mark’s to complete his 
training to become a deacon.  He will be at St. 
Peter’s one Sunday per month.  If he stayed at 
St. Peter’s, he would add about 3 years to his 
training.   
 
 A MMR discussion followed. 
 
Larry Buttimer moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, John Vain seconded, and the 
motion carried.  After a closing prayer by Fr. 
Mark, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy LaPorta 
Vestry clerk  

 



 

SONSET SOLUTIONS 

Thank you to Mark and Sarah Mendenhall for 
welcoming Jack and Alysia Kinney to share 
their story at St. Peter’s.  The Kinney’s 
represent SonSet Solutions, a group that 
focuses on spreading the gospel among 
communities in Sierra Leone by purchasing 
and distributing solar radios.  A check for $500 
from the Christian Outreach Committee was 
sent to support this cause.  

 

 

 

Ladies Night Out 

A small but fun group went to Elwood Steak 
and Fish House on October 14th.  Everyone 
agreed the food was excellent!  The drinks were 
pretty good too!  With the holidays coming and 
people traveling, shopping, shipping etc. we 
have decided to skip Ladies’ Night Out for 
November and December.  Weather 
permitting, we will start back up in January. 

A New Look for the Rector’s Office 

Thanks to a donation by several members, 
Father Georges office has a new desk and 
visitor chairs.  Visitors will now be able to see 
Father at his desk when entering the secretary’s 
office and have comfortable non-squeaky 
chairs to sit in.  An additional chair was 
donated for the secretary’s office as well. 

 

November Birthdays 

5  Daniel Sidmore 
8  Judy LaPorta 
9  Mary Glynn Boies 
17 Kathleen Reid 
20 Jean Evans 
20 Anneliese Masco 
28 Steven Grimson 
30 Betsy Jo Koehnke 
 

November Anniversaries 
1  Trisha & Josh Crittenden 
6  Brian & Barbara Koehnke 
9  Gerry & Judy Dettloff 

  
A Note of Thanks from Carol  
 
To my dear and faithful friends at St. Peter’s: 
Thank you so very much for the gorgeous fresh 
pumpkin and floral bouquet.  It is 
heartwarming to be remembered.  I am trying 
hard to do well in therapy so I can go home 
shortly.  I do enjoy your warm thoughts and 
prayers. 
Warmly, 
Carol Quitno 



 

 

Giving Box and Prayer Box 
 
Building and Grounds is working on a new 
project that will benefit the Sycamore 
Community and bring attention to St. Peter’s  
Anita Biletzky was able to get the boxes made 
at no charge.  The Giving Box will be a way for 
people to donate items for those that need 
them such as non-perishable food or other 
items.  The Prayer Box is similar to a mail box 
where people from the community can leave 
prayer requests.  The boxes have been made 
and are in Waterman Hall.  B&G will be asking 
for volunteers to paint them and get them 
erected in front of the Church or Parish Hall. 
If this is something you would like to help with 
or if you need more information please contact 
Anita or the office. 
 

  
 
 
John Vain Resigning as Treasurer 
 
John has served St. Peter’s as treasurer for 
several years and has announced that he will be 
resigning from that position at the end of the 
year.  Thank you, John, for your many years of 
diligent service in tending to our finances.  
If anyone is interested in taking over the 
position of treasurer please contact Father 
Georges or the Wardens. 

 

Mark My Words 
 
The Feast of All Saints is celebrated on 
November 1. I fondly recall All Saints’ Day 
services that were celebrated in my home 
parish growing up. They were truly festive 
(almost like Easter) with beautiful flowers on 
the altar. The church was always packed no 
matter what day of the week November 1 fell 
on. There was always a full choir, and the 
names of the faithful departed were read by the 
priests. 

The rubrics of the Prayer Book now give 
parishes the option of celebrating All Saints’ 
Day on the Sunday following November 1. This 
makes sense in our increasingly hectic lives 
when coming out for a weeknight service might 
no longer be practical. 

This has been our custom at St. Peter’s. All 
Saints’ Day will be celebrated on Sunday, 
November 7. The names of the faithful 
departed will be read, and the service will also 
include the candle ceremony. 

All Saints’ Day is when we remember faithful 
men, women, and children who do not have a 
special day of commemoration on the Church’s 
calendar. We celebrate literally billions and 
billions of people worldwide who loved and 
served their Lord with a very strong faith.  

I mentioned earlier that the church was packed 
on All Saints’ Day when I was growing up.  
Wouldn’t it be truly awesome to pack St. 
Peter’s on November 7? 

Faithfully, 

The Reverend Mark A. Geisler 

 

Special Parish Meeting December 5 

The Vestry has scheduled a Special Meeting of 
the Parish for Sunday, December 5. A vote to 
restructure the Vestry to include five members 
and two Wardens is being proposed. This 
represents a reduction from the current seven 
members and two Wardens. The Vestry is 
recommending this change since it is felt that 



 

seven parishioners are able to adequately 
represent the Parish. Also, it has become 
increasingly difficult to recruit the number of 
persons necessary to fill vacant seats on Vestry. 

 

This is described in an email/letter that is 
being sent to all parishioners with more 
detailed information. Please speak with any 
member of the Vestry prior to the vote on 
December 5 with any questions or concerns 
that you may have. 

 

All members are urged to attend this meeting 
since a quorum must be in attendance for the 
vote to take place. The Vestry must know the 
will of the Parish so that plans can be made for 
the Annual Meeting in January when new 
Vestry persons are elected. 

 
Eagle of the Month 
 
Oscar Boies was selected as Eagle of the Month.  
Oscar is in 3rd grade at South Prairie. Students 
are selected for being good listeners, a caring 
student and a hard-worker.  Congratulations, 
Oscar and keep up the good work! 

 
 

Prayer Corner 
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and 
healing all, we ask you to bless your friends 
who are sick.  Give them the strength in body, 
courage in spirit and patience in pain.  Let 
them recover their health, so that they may 
joyfully praise your name.   Amen 
 
ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST                          

October 2021 

Harriet George 
1217 Loren Drive 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth St.    #204 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Beth Krogman 
29449 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
DARC Health Care Center – W104 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Carol Quitno  
675 Roberts Circle 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Dick Balstrode 
1133 North 7TH Street 
APT 801 
Rochelle, IL  61068 
 
Pat Knudsen    
1228 Bellevue Drive               
DeKalb, IL  60115         
                             
Billy Clem 
PO BOX 4559 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dan Sidmore 
418 Yorkshire Dr. 
DeKalb IL  60115 
 
Shirley and Bob Hamill 
3466 Prairie Flower Circle 
Rockford, IL 61114 
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