January Morning Star
Happy New Year – 2022

Service Times 8:30 Zoom Worship
10:15 In-Person Holy Eucharist
Healing Service on the 2nd Sunday
Masks are required in Church

St. Nicholas Potluck

On December 3rd in Waterman Hall, we were
fortunate to be able to celebrate the Feast of St.
Nicholas once again. The food was wonderful,
the conversation lively and the children were so
glad to see St. Nick again. Thanks to all who
helped with the decorating, set up, and food
donations. A special thanks to Shirley Hamill
who played a game of Christmas Trivia with the
children.

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
At the Annual Meeting on January 30th, we will
be electing new vestry members. If you are
interested or if you have questions about what
being on the Vestry involves, please contact
Varsie
Geisler
or
Anita
Biletzky.
CAREGIVERS REPORT
Committee members continued to monitor the
status and needs of St. Peter’s parishioners as
we experienced the ups and downs of this
pandemic during the holiday season. We kept
busy visiting and staying in touch with people on
the Caregivers List, which is printed monthly in
the Morning Star. Please continue to help with
prayers, phone calls, and birthday greetings for
those individuals on our list, those alone at
home, and residents in health care facilities.
Our church family members need to hear from
family and friends, especially at the beginning of
a New Year!

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE
Tags listing Christmas wishes from families
living in DeKalb County hoping for Christmas
assistance were on a tree in the back of the
church. Gifts of clothing and toys, along with
our St. Nicholas toy donations, were gathered
and taken to the Salvation Army in DeKalb.
Families had the opportunity to “shop” for
their children giving them special surprises
under their tree on Christmas morning. Thank
you to all parishioners who added great
seasonal joy to the lives of our community
children in need.
St. Peter’s Book Club
The St. Peter’s book club will next meet
Tuesday, January 4th at 9:30 AM in the Parish
Hall. We will be reading Wide Open, by
Deborah Coates and wearing masks. Please feel
free to join us.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
HOPE HAVEN
St Peter’s and Inbodens teamed together to
provide Hope Haven homeless residents with a
catered feast for their December 22 evening
meal. A dinner of chicken breasts with sauce,
rice pilaf, seasoned vegetables, fruit, salad,
dessert and drinks was delivered to Hope
Haven. If you want to help out with the Hope
Haven meals in 2022, look for the monthly
volunteer sign-up sheets in Waterman Hall or
give Lynne Roberts a call or email. Let’s all
combine our efforts to fulfill St. Peter’s
commitment to help the homeless and hungry
in our community.
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY
The Outreach Committee continues to receive
funds to be donated to a local organization
fighting hunger. The Outreach Committee
always requests the Sycamore Food Pantry use
our donations to purchase food from the
Northern Illinois Food Bank. This assures St
Peter’s helps to provide the maximum amount
of food for our community needs.

January Birthdays
1 Laura Hulseberg
3 Natalie Egler
4 Abbie L. Waterman
5 Robert Hamill
9 Wright B. George
12 Joshua Boies
13 Henry Vincent Jr.
14 Anita Biletzky
20 Patricia Burgweger
21 Liane O’Keefe
23 Evyn Carrier
27 Debra Sipp
27 Lamont Mommer
31 Varsie Geisler
January Anniversaries
13 David & Kelly Potter
25 Robert & Jacquelynn Drake

Mark My Words

Disturb Us, Lord, When

Near the beginning of the Holy Eucharist, the
Celebrant leads the congregation into the
Collect of the Day with the following three
words: let us pray. You may have noticed that
whenever I celebrate the Eucharist, I say these
words slowly and deliberately.

We are too pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore

I have always done this simply to make sure that
the words are properly understood by all in
attendance. It’s important to enunciate these
words with care because without proper
emphasis, “let us pray” can sound like “lettuce
pray” or “lettuce spray.”
I had not thought about this for a very long time.
That is, until an astute parishioner picked up on
it and found it intriguing. Might there be
something more going on here than recognizing
the importance of proper liturgical enunciation?
When the Celebrant says “let us pray” before a
collect, he or she, in the name of Christ, is
inviting the worshiper to take on a stance of
prayer as the collect is being read. But, again, is
there something more going on here?
By enunciating these three words, could the
Celebrant be inviting all worshipers into a
deeper life of prayer? Could the Celebrant be
inviting all worshipers into a deeper knowledge
of God? Could the Celebrant be inviting all
worshipers to love God with all their heart, soul,
mind, and strength?
When we hear the words “let us pray,” we can
freely offer up to God all our concerns and
heartaches. We can place before God those
things that cause distress or sadness. We can
also share our joys and successes. God wants to
hear it all!
We can ask for help in strengthening our
relationship with God. This is something from
which all of us could benefit.
“Let us pray.” Think about these three words the
next time you are at the Holy Eucharist. How is
God inviting you to pray?
Faithfully,
The Rev. Mark A. Geisler

Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst
For the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of the new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wilder seas
Where storms will show Your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask you to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push back the future
In strength, courage, hope and love.
This we ask in the name of our Captain,
Who is Jesus Christ.
This was read by Assisting Bishop Chilton at the end of
the Diocesan Convention.

Prayer Corner
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and
healing all, we ask you to bless your friends who
are sick. Give them the strength in body,
courage in spirit and patience in pain. Let them
recover their health, so that they may joyfully
praise your name. Amen
ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST
January 2022
Cynthia Dorband
1600 North Fourteenth St. #204
DeKalb, IL 60115

Thank you
The Church and Waterman Hall were all
decorated beautifully for the Holidays. Thank
you to all who helped with the decorating of
Waterman Hall, the “greening” of the Church
and thank you also to Barbara Weaver and
Cindy Vain for the beautiful Altar decorations.

Greetings from Jane Ovitz
Jane Ovitz sent a Christmas letter with details
about her life in Virginia. She is living in a
senior living facility called Goodwin House
Alexandria and her new home is only 20
minutes away from her daughter Anne and she
is very comfortable there.
The family had a belated celebration for Jane’s
90th birthday at a resort called Paws Up in
Montana. There were 24 family members there
to participate in the festivities.
She wishes everyone here a Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Healthy New Year.
She no longer has electronic communications –
no phone or email but her address is:
Jane Ovitz
Goodwin House, Alexandria
4800 Fillmore Ave # 584
Alexandria, VA22311

Beth Krogman
29449 Greenwood Acres Dr.
DARC Health Care Center – W104
DeKalb, IL 60115
Carol Quitno
675 Roberts Circle
DeKalb, IL 60115
Dick Balstrode
1133 North 7TH Street
APT 801
Rochelle, IL 61068
Pat Knudsen
1228 Bellevue Drive
DeKalb, IL 60115
Billy Clem
PO BOX 4559
Sycamore, IL 60178
Dan & Jenny Sidmore
418 Yorkshire Dr.
DeKalb IL 60115
Helen Beamish
414 E. High St.
Sycamore, IL 60178
Larry & Deacon Dee Buttimer
20913 W. Snowberry Lane
Plainfield, IL 60544

John & Ann Engstrom
1349 Axcel Lane
Sycamore, IL 6178

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm MondayFriday

Jerry Lane and Jean Evans
355 Rogers Way
Sycamore, IL 60178

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
218 Somonauk Street
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
815-895-2227
www.sycamorestpeters.org

Rick Johnson
619 DeKalb Ave.
Sycamore, IL 60178
Chris & Denielle Noe
1256 Ali Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178
Jane Ovitz
401 Duke St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
David Roberts
1776 C L Hudson St.
Sycamore, IL 60178

Parish Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Georges Jallouf
Rector
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org
Assistant to the Rector: Fr. Mark Geisler
815-766-0694
Deacon: Desiree Goodale
Sarah Mendenhall
Organist
Judy LaPorta

Acting Admin. Assistant

office@sycamorestpeters.org
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
Jean Erlenborn
Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
Days in office: Monday, Tuesday

The Vestry of the Parish

What Goes Up, Must Come Down
On Saturday, January 8th, we need volunteers
to help take down, pack, and put away our
Christmas decorations from the church and
from Waterman Hall. Please plan to join us
from 9:30am to 12:00pm, as your schedules
allow. Coffee and treats will be available. Please
let Anita (busia.ab5@gmail.com; 815-7935500) or Varsie (varsie.geisler@gmail.com;
815-766-1127) know if you'll be joining us.
Thank you!

Varsie Geisler, Sr.Warden
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden
Lynne Roberts
John Vain
Lianne O’Keefe
Henry Burgweger
Stefanie Hill
Larry Buttimer
Larry Dirst
John Vain, Treasurer
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk

815-766-1127
815-793-5500
815-895-4196
815-899-1124
815-501-7798
815-751-8248
815-461-5052
630-297-8205
630-513-1048
815-899-1124
815-970-2015

Flower and Sanctuary Candle
Donations

St. Peter’s Annual Meeting
Please join us on Sunday, January 30, 2022,
after our 9:00 service for St. Peter’s annual
meeting.

New forms for altar flowers and sanctuary
candle dedications are available in the office for
2022. The cost for the altar flowers is $50.00
and the cost for the sanctuary candle is $10.00.
There will be no altar flowers on a Sunday with
no dedications. These are a wonderful way to
remember a loved one, a special occasion,
birthday, anniversary, etc. It is acceptable to
have more than one dedication on a Sunday
which makes it possible to split the cost. Please
contact the office with any questions.

Our annual meeting is a chance to look back at
the year 2021. Our budget will be presented and
committee reports will be available, detailing
the work that has been going on here at St.
Peter’s. Due to the pandemic, many activities
have been cancelled, and some committees were
unable to meet, but there was still a lot going on
behind the scenes at St. Peter’s. New vestry
members will also be elected at this meeting.
All committee chairs should have their annual
reports to the office by January 15th. Please
contact the office if you have any questions.

A New Year's Prayer

We were sad to say good-bye to Al and Anneliese
Masco, but so happy they are settled and thrilled
with their new home! Their new address is:
Albert & Anneliese Masco
4630 Grace St.
Schiller Park, IL 60176

Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts
And cause our Spirits to be born again
Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the wonders
of God
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.
- Author Unknown

