
 

February Morning Star 

    St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

 

 

 

 

Service Times for February 6, 13,27 -10:15 Zoom Worship  

February 20th –9:00 am in person followed by annual meeting 

Masks are required in Church 

 

 

 



 

                       

 A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR  

 
My dear beloved  

From the first verst of Psalm 46 we read: “God 
is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.” Many of us all over the 
world today face the issues surrounding the 
resurgence of Covid 19, and many of our beloved 
have been affected. God is still with us and He is 
our refuge and strength in this time. In the new 
and growing light of Christ, scripture asks us to 
trust the signs, to believe that life in Christ is 
creative and renewal is possible. 
Transformation, like the growing light of 
Epiphany, is gradual. May we allow our gifts of 
the spirit to emerge and grow, as the Spirit 
chooses, with God’s help. I am under the light of 
Christ and in this hard time I’m asking you to 
keep your faith in the presence of God. God 
never puts us into temptation but asks us to pray 
daily with love. God will show Himself in many 
ways and in different forms to the one who loves 
Him.  

What we can do as a Church?  

1) Be joyful in the Lord always as St. Paul 

suggested in his letters. 

2) Pray daily in reading the word of God. Let 

it enter into your very being, let it take 

possession of your desires and your 

whole way of life. Feed on goodness, and 

your soul will delight in its richness. 

Remember to eat your bread, or your 

heart will wither away. Fill your soul with 

richness and strength. If you keep the 

word of God in this way, it will also keep 

you. 

Keep yourself safe and find refuge under 
the wings of the Most High.  

3) Change negative things into positive and 

find joy in it.  

4) Remember: You do your best and God 

does the rest. The first step of holiness is 

not to move mountains, but be happy and 

faithful in what you do in small things.  

5) Let the light of Christ shine in your heart. 

Be witnesses of that light because 

darkness cannot overcome the one who 

lives in light.   

The last verse of Psalm 46 reads: 
“The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our fortress.” 

If God is with us, who can be against us? Let us 
be reunited and bond in love and prayers. Let all 
of us ask God in our prayers to take care of this 
pestilence and save us as we live in this world.  

FG  

       ANNUAL MEETING 

Due to the recent resurgence of Covid, our 
annual meeting will now be held on February 
20th.  We will have one in person service on the 
20th at 9:00, followed by the annual meeting in 
the church.  Please plan on attending if you are 
able.   

 

 

 

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 

Caregivers Committee members continued to 
monitor the status and needs of St. Peter’s 
parishioners.  We kept busy visiting and staying 
in touch with people on the Caregivers List, 
which is printed monthly in the Morning Star.  
Valentine wishes will be mailed to everyone on 
the Caregivers list.  We are asking all 
parishioners to continue helping with prayers, 
phone calls, and birthday greetings for those 
individuals on our list, those alone at home, and 
residents in health care facilities.  Our fellow 
parishioners need to hear from their St. Peter’s 
Family during this extended, isolating Covid 
period. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
HOPE HAVEN 
 
Thank you to all parishioners who volunteered 
and provided a January meal for the residents of 
Hope Haven.  If you want to help out with Hope 
Haven meals in 2022, look for the monthly 
volunteer sign-up sheets in Waterman Hall or 
the back of the church.  Details can also be 
learned by giving Lynne Roberts or the office a 
call or email.  Let’s all combine our efforts to 
fulfill St. Peter’s commitment to help the 
homeless and hungry in our community. 
 

ST. PETER’S BOOK CLUB 

Unfortunately, due to the resurgence of Covid 
and the frigid weather, the Book Club meeting 
was cancelled for January and February.  The 
next meeting will be March 1st at 9:30 in the 
Parish Hall.  We will discuss Wide Open, by 
Deborah Coates, The German Girl, by Armando 
Lucas Correa, and American Dirt by Jeanine 
Cummins.  We’ll have a lot to discuss! We will 
be wearing masks.  Please feel free to join us   

 

SAINT PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MEETING MINUTES  

NOVEMBER 18, 2021 

Approved January 20, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Fr. 
Georges Jallouf.  Fr. Georges offered an opening 
prayer. 

Those present were:  Varsie Geisler, Anita 
Biletzky, Lynne Roberts, Stefanie Hill, Liane 
O’Keefe, Henry Burgweger, Larry Dirst, John 
Vain, Fr. Georges Jallouf, Fr. Mark Geisler, and 
clerk Judy LaPorta. 

Larry Buttimer was absent. 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by 
Larry Dirst, seconded by Stefanie Hill.  The 
motion was carried. 

Stefanie Hill moved to approve the minutes as 
corrected, seconded by Liane O’Keefe, and the 
motion was carried. 

Senior Warden report:  Varsie Geisler reported 
that she will be writing a monthly article for the 
Morning Star.  Once we have our suggestion box 
in the church, congregational comments and 
concerns will be discussed during the executive 
session.  

Junior Warden report:  Anita Biletzky reviewed 
her written report, (attached).  Anita will check 
the temperature settings in the church.  She will 
also check on the cost for direct heat vs. radiator 
heat. 

Anita also reported that the gas stove in the 
kitchen had a leak that was not repairable and 
will need to be replaced.  She is looking at 6 
burner stoves with 2 ovens.  It was noted that 
the measurement of our casseroles will be 
considered when choosing a new oven.   

The chimney in the Nolan house will be repaired 
in the spring.  Bricks on the bottom are 
crumbling and it also leaks. 

Treasurer’s report: (report attached) John Vain 
reported that 36 pledges were received totaling 
$109,800.00.  Insurance costs will be going up 
in 2022. 

Outreach report:  Lynne Roberts reported that 
we had received a nice thank you note from the 
missionaries that spoke at our service. 

Caregivers report:  Lynne Roberts reported that 
the caregivers continued to keep in touch with 
our shut ins.  Fr. Georges updated the vestry on 
those members in facilities. 

CROP Walk:  Lynne Roberts reported that St. 
Peter’s had raised $1,385.00 to the CROP walk.  
St. Peter’s has packed 18 shoeboxes and they 
were delivered.  Several members filled shoe 
boxes on line.  The number of boxes is up from 
last year. 

ECW:  Coffee hours have started up again.  It 
was discussed that they should be simple and 
members should be encouraged to participate. 

Old Business: 

MIDI System:  Larry Dirst reported that the 
MIDI system is no longer being offered by the 
company he had recommended.  The 
McNamaras are looking into other systems. 

Furnace Repairs:  Furnace repairs and the new 
stove were previously discussed in the Jr. 



 

Warden’s report.  John Vain made a motion to 
remove the old stove.  Varsie Geisler seconded 
and the motion carried.   

New Business:  Andrea Mysen led the MMR 
session, which had included Fr. Georges Jallouf, 
Anita Biletzky, Stefanie Hill, Larry Dirst, Varsie 
Geisler, Fr. Mark Geisler, and Deacon Dee 
Goodale.  The results of the MMR were given the 
all vestry members present. 

Rector report:  Fr. Georges reported that the 
Vestry meeting for December will be a potluck. 
Fr. Georges asked vestry members to consider 
what our biggest challenge is, and what our 
vision should be for 2022. 

During our service on December 5, Fr. Georges 
will ask the congregation for ideas for growing 
the church.  We will be voting on the change to 
the by-laws on December 5, so will need a 
quorum of 25 eligible voters. 

Fr. Georges will be on vacation from 12/25 (after 
9:30 service) to 1/6/22.  The schedule for 
December is: 

December 5 – No Zoom, 10:15 service followed 
by vote on amendment to by-laws 

December 12 – No Zoom, 10:15 Lessons and 
Carols 

December 16 – Vestry meeting – beginning at 
6:00 Pot Luck 

December 18 -  Decorate the church –9:30 

December 24 – Choir 4:15, 4:30 Service 

December 25 -  No Zoom, 9:30 service 

Larry Dirst moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, John Vain seconded, and the motion 
carried.  After a closing prayer by Fr. Mark 
Geisler, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta 

Vestry clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINT PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 16, 2021  

Approved January 20, 2022 

 

After a wonderful potluck dinner, the meeting 
was called to order at 7:30 PM by Senior 
Warden Varsie Geisler.   

Those present were:  Varsie Geisler, Anita 
Biletzky, Fr. Georges Jallouf, Fr. Mark Geisler, 
Deacon Dee Goodale, Larry Buttimer, Larry 
Dirst, Liane O’Keefe, John Vain, Stefanie Hill, 
Lynne Roberts, and Judy LaPorta. Absent:  
Henry Burgweger 

Guests:  Cindy Vain, Stewart Ogilvie and Maha 
Jallouf. 

Junior Warden, Anita Biletzky presented two 
items for approval. The first was the purchase of 
a new stove for the kitchen.  The old stove was 
leaking gas and could not be fixed.  Anita had 
been looking at commercial ovens, but 
discovered these ovens are intended for very hot 
heat and high usage.  She proposed we purchase 
a Kitchen Aid 30” oven with 5 burners and 2 
ovens from Menards.  The cost is $2519.00.  It 
is highly recommended that a 5 year warranty 
be purchased as well, bringing the cost to 
$2,945.51. The target date for delivery is 1-30-
22.   

Stefanie Hill moved that we purchase the 
Kitchen Aid stove, Lynne Roberts seconded, and 
the motion carried. 

Anita also has been working with DeKalb 
Mechanical on the need to replace the furnaces 
in the church.   
Two units need to be replaced at a total cost of 
$11,000.  This also includes the dehumidifier. 
John Vain had provided information as to where 
the needed dollars would be secured, and 
DeKalb Mechanical was given the go-ahead to 
proceed with ordering and installing the units 
and dehumidifier. Varsie Geisler moved to 
approve the actions of the Junior Warden to 
replace the furnaces in the undercroft and 
dehumidifier for $11,000 and funds to cover will 
come from carryover.  Liane O’Keefe seconded 
the motion and the motion carried.   



 

Liane O’Keefe moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, John seconded the motion and the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.   

Deacon Dee added that we should look into 
starting a community choir and inviting other 
churches to join us.  Discussion of this and other 
ideas to get involved with our community will 
now be on the vestry agenda each month. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta 
Vestry Clerk 

         

     THE VESTRY OF ST. PETER’S  

 

Our by-laws state “The Vestry manages and 
directs the temporal affairs of the Parish, 
including the maintenance of its property.  The 
Vestry is also the agent and legal representative 
of the Parish in all matters concerning its 
corporate property and its relation to its Clergy. 
It is the duty of the Vestry to take charge of the 
property of the Parish; to elect and call a Rector; 
to promote the good stewardship of the Parish’s 
resources; to provide for and preserve the 
Parish and register and other records, to 
prepare an annual Parish budget, to support and 
maintain the Parish’s Clergy, and to pay an 
annual pledge to the Diocesan Administrative 
and Program Fund.  In the absence of the 
Wardens, the remainder of the Vestry performs 
the several duties of these officers.” 

The following are your current candidates for 
the Vestry.  

   VESTRY CANDIDATES 

 

Cindy Vain 

                 

My name is Cindy Vain. My husband is John, 
and we have two adult sons, John and Jason. We 
moved to Sycamore from Texas in 1994 and 
became members of St. Peter's in 1995. In 1997, 
I was invited to join the Caregivers Committee 
and Altar Guild through invitation of the Rector 
and remain a member today. From 1996 
through 2000, I enjoyed working with the youth 
and coordinated various activities and held a 
fund raiser for a fun day to St. James Cathedral 
and Navy Pier. In the Fall of 2002, I was 
appointed Custodian of the United Thank 
Offering. Once we are fully open and together 
again, I will resume this worthy ministry. As a 
member of the ECW, Episcopal Church Women, 
I serve in time of need for funeral luncheons, 
Chair/Co-Chair past parish suppers, etc. In 
support of the Outreach Committee, I Chair 2 
meals a year for Hope Haven and participate in 
delivering Meals on Wheels. I have been Chair 
and Co-Chair of the Pumpkinfest Committee 
since 2000. In the past, I have had the honor of 
serving on Vestry from 2006-2008 again from 
2012-2014 and enjoyed learning the business 
side of the church. Lastly, I was a member of the 
Search Committee in seeking our current 
Rector.  
 It is a privilege to serve St. Peter's, and the 
church family. If elected I promise to do my best 
and in good faith to represent and serve you.  
  
Sincerely, 
Cindy Vain 



 

 

       Jenny Sidmore 

Hello, my name is Jenny Sidmore. I would like 
to be considered for the Vestry for 2022-25. I 
have been an active member of St. Peter’s for ten 
years. I’ve been an Episcopalian for nine years. 
My faith is part of my daily life, and I see the 
church as my second family. Over the years, I 
have served in various roles within the church: 
volunteering at multiple events, sitting on 
Buildings and Grounds and Outreach 
Committee, working in the nursery, and 
teaching Sunday School. I believe I’m being 
called to take a place on Vestry to help with 
decisions that are to be made in helping grow 
our parish.  

 

 Brian Duffy – Junior Warden 

My name is Brian Duffy and I live in Sycamore 
with my wife Erin, our son Dallas, and our 
daughter Brooke. Erin and I grew up in different 
faiths and we felt so at home the first time we 

came to St. Peter's. We are so blessed to have 
had both of our children baptized at St. Peter's 
and love being part of the St. Peter's family. I am 
very excited to serve on the vestry as a Junior 
Warden. I am a machinist at Wehrli Custom 
Fabrication in DeKalb and I am a member of the 
Sycamore Sportsman's Club. I love spending 
time with my family, fishing, hunting, and 
traveling to Michigan in the summer.  

 

            Kelly Potter -  Vestry Clerk 

                    

Hello, I’m Kelly Potter and I will be your new 
Vestry Clerk.  It’s been a long time since I’ve 
taken minutes at a meeting, so please, if I miss 
something, do not hesitate to let me know so I 
can make things right. I was born and raised in 
Sycamore and graduated from Sycamore High 
School.  I met and married David in 1996 and we 
have been happily married for 26 years.  My 
greatest accomplishments are our children, 
JoLeigh and Keegan.  JoLeigh moved to 
Wisconsin many years ago and is a very 
successful mortgage closer for an Ag lending 
company.  Her husband Micah is a service 
manager for a local dealership near their home.  
Our granddaughter Madison is the apple of our 
eye at nine years old.  Keegan graduated from 
MacMurray College in May of 2020 with a 
degree in Criminal Justice and is currently 
working for the Kane County Judicial Juvenile 
Center.  He met the love of his life Amy, a 4th 

grade teacher, became engaged this past 
summer and will be married this July. In May of 
2020, I accepted a position at Illinois 
Association of School Business Officials, housed 
on the campus of Northern Illinois University.  
Being let go during the pandemic was a blessing 



 

as it led me to where I am today.  They say if you 
find a job you love, you’ll never work another 
day the rest of your life…trust me, it’s so true. 
I’m sure some of you have seen me around the 
yard, we live in the cute little house on the 
corner, owned by St. Peter’s.  You call it the 
Nolan House; we call it the Potter House.  We’ve 
lived here since 2003, you might say our kids 
have grown up here and I’m looking forward to 
having the grandchildren spend just as much 
time in this old house as they did. 
________________________________ 

 

Prayer Corner 
 
Dear God,  
 
A new month rises 
calls us forward 
invites us to step into a new day 
welcomes us with a crisp wind and snowfall 
touches are spirits and bids us: Come.  
  
A new month rises 
and so do our hopes 
if not just with a glimmer of light lingering 
but with the prospect of a fresh start – 
another sunrise 
a chance to listen more deeply 
to offer forgiveness 
to turn the phone off 
to return to silence and hear the words: Come.  
  
A new month rises 
with the chance to experience God anew 
in stories and songs 
in worship and communion 
in waking and sleeping 
in listening and talking 
in loving and being loved 
in listening for the words: Come.  
  
A new month rises  
so keep our hearts attune 
to what this month will bring 
in newness  
in growth 
in joy 
in learning 
in challenge 
in grace 

in forgiveness 
in silence.  
  
A new month rises 
calls us forward 
and holds us steady in God’s abundant love 
reaches out in grace 
offers the words: Come.  
  
Kimberly Knowle-Zeller 
 
_______________________________ 

God Is Love 
John 4:7-21 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 10 In 
this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love 
one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us.13 By this we know that we abide 
in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify 
that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior 
of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 
God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe 
the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected 
with us, so that we may have confidence for the 
day of judgment, because as he is so also are we 
in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he 
first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 
does not love his brother whom he has seen 
cannot[a] love God whom he has not 
seen. 21 And this commandment we have from 
him: whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30607a


 

  

 February Birthdays 

1    Sarah Mendenhall 
3   Chad Newquist   
5   Reese Lyn Hill  
5   Ella Ryan Hill 
5   Jim Hill  
8   Alyse Mommer 
8   George Abizaid  
9   Jason Vain 
13  Presley Klus 
15  Lisa Montgomery 
16  Clare Shea 
19  Henry Burgweger 
20  Brian Lee Koehnke 
22 Barbara Morton 
 
February Anniversaries 
 
26  Henry & Pat Burgweger 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Carol Quitno 
2944 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
N 104 
DeKalb, IL  60115 

 
 
 
 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST                          

February 2022 

Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth St.    #204 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Beth Krogman 
29449 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
DARC Health Care Center – W104 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Carol Quitno  
2944 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
N 104 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Dick Balstrode 
1133 North 7TH Street 
APT 801 
Rochelle, IL  61068 
 
Pat Knudsen    
1228 Bellevue Drive               
DeKalb, IL  60115         
                             
Billy Clem 
PO BOX 4559 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dan & Jenny Sidmore 
418 Yorkshire Dr. 
DeKalb IL  60115 
 
Helen Beamish  
414 E. High St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Larry & Deacon Dee Buttimer 
20913 W. Snowberry Lane 
Plainfield, IL 60544 
 
John & Ann Engstrom 
1349 Axcel Lane 
Sycamore, IL 6178 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Jerry Lane and Jean Evans 
355 Rogers Way 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Rick Johnson 
619 DeKalb Ave. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Chris & Denielle Noe 
1256 Ali Drive 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Jane Ovitz 
401 Duke St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
David Roberts 
1776 C L Hudson St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
815-766-0694 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Acting Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  

                                             

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 
The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr.Warden                    815-766-1127 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
Lynne Roberts 815-895-4196 
John Vain                     815-899-1124 
Lianne O’Keefe 815-501-7798 
Henry Burgweger 815-751-8248 
Stefanie Hill 815-461-5052 
Larry Buttimer 630-297-8205 
Larry Dirst 630-513-1048 
John Vain, Treasurer                             815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk        815-970-2015  
 
 
 

 

               

  

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 

 
                        
       
 
 


