
 

April Morning Star 

    St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Lord is Risen Indeed 

Holy week services 

           Palm Sunday   8:45 AM Zoom service 

             10:15 AM In person service  

      Maundy Thursday              7:00 PM  In person service 

 

Good Friday                         12:00 PM The Way of the  
              Cross 

                                            7:00 PM  Solemn collect 

  

                        Easter Sunday        8:45 AM Zoom service   
                 10:15 AM In person service 



 

                   

A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR  
 

Lent 2022 

My dear beloved  

As we approach lent, the Holy mother Church 
invites us to remember that we are ashes and to 
ashes we shall return. This is a time of grace in 
prayer, fasting and self-denial.  

In Psalm 86: 5 we read “For you, O Lord, are 
good and forgiving, and great is your love 
toward all who call upon you”.  Verse 15 “but 
you, O Lord are gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth”. 
BCP Page 709-711. 

This passage of Psalm is a hopeful passage of 
reflection in this particular time of lent. It 
reminds us how the Lord is different from any 
human being.  He does not treat us as we treat 
each other. We know how infinite God’s mercy 
is, his love toward us, and the way he forgives 
us. Lent is the time of repentance and seeking 
God’s grace. The Lord doesn’t hold our 
transgressions against us, he is not looking for 
revenge, but He wants us to go back to Him with 
a contrite heart. He forgives us not because we 
deserve it, but the nature of God’s love is 
forgiveness and truth. 

The Lord is slow to anger, He is patient with us 
and does not punish us when we do wrong. He 
gives us the opportunity to reflect and repent. 
He is a loving God and is willing to work with us.  
He sees past our faults and gives us the 
opportunity to do right thing, to change our 
mind in doing evil. He loves us as his own 
children and he wants us to have everything 
possible to succeed.   

God blesses us with many things in this life; 
home, families, friends, jobs, etc. His greatest 
blessing is giving us salvation in his beloved son 
our Lord. It is up to us how we react in accepting 
his love.  

Let us share what God has given us with those 
less fortunate. People who have no job, home or 
friends in prayer and charity. Lent is not only 
time to give up something on your table, it is also 
time to add. Add more prayer, more 
participation in worship and Bible study, and 
spiritual reading. Call someone lonely, share 

your faith. Lent is the best  time to see the beauty 
of God in his creation of us. The Christian life is 
about work and desire, we have tasks that God 
has given us and when we do them, we should 
be joyful in it. St. Augustin said: “By desiring 
heaven we exercise the powers of our soul. Now 
this exercise will be effective only to extent that 
we free ourself from desires leading to 
infatuation with this world. God means to fill 
each of us what is good. So cast out what is bad! 
If He wishes to fill you with honey and you are 
full of sour wine, where is the honey to go? The 
vessel must be emptied of its contents and then 
be cleansed. Yes, it must be cleansed even if you 
have to work hard and sour it. Must be made fit 
for the new thing. Whatever it may be. Let us 
extend ourselves toward the measure of Christ 
so that when he comes he may full us with his 
presence”. Take delight in the Lord and he will 
give you your heart’s desire as Psalm 37:4 says. 

So my dear beloved one, let us be generous, be 
joyful, be Christian, be Episcopalian.         

FG  

MARK MY WORDS 

 
The Reverend Charles H. Brieant, sometime 
rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in DeKalb, 
was always fond of saying that every Sunday is 
a “mini-Easter.”  He was also known for saying 
that the Day of Resurrection is properly known 
as “Easter Day,” not “Easter Sunday.”  Varsie 
and Fr. Brieant were very good friends.  To this 
day, it still drives Varsie crazy when she hears 
someone say “Easter Sunday.”  “Easter Sunday” 
is redundant. 

I find Fr. Brieant’s counsel to be very helpful.  I 
sometimes find it hard to think about Easter 
during the season of Lent.  But I must.  When I 
was in full-time parish ministry, I had no 
choice but to look ahead.  There was a lot of 
worship planning to do, especially for Holy 
Week and the Great Vigil of Easter.  There were 
sermons to write.  There was a lot of 
coordination that had to take place between me 
and the parish administrator and the 
musicians. 

But underlying all our work is the very reality 
that is Easter.  Christ has risen from the tomb!  



 

Christ has overcome death!  In Christ’s 
resurrection, we, too, are promised everlasting 
life.  This promise has gotten me through some 
very tough times, both inside and outside the 
Church.   

I invite you to participate fully in the services of 
Holy Week, The Great Vigil of Easter, and 
Easter Day.  Fr. Georges will have more to say 
about Holy Week elsewhere in this issue of The 
Morningstar.  Let me simply say that we cannot 
experience the full impact of the Resurrection 
unless we have walked with our Lord through 
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good 
Friday. 

Easter is a season that is also known as “The 
Great Fifty Days.”  I pray that your Great Fifty 
Days are filled with many blessings, and that 
you will experience the risen Christ in new and 
exciting ways. 

Faithfully, 

The Reverend Mark A. Geisler 

CAREGIVERS 
 BALANCE:  $200  
(Funds used for postage, greeting  
cards, small seasonal gifts to parishioners on 
the “shut-in” list and those living at home or in 
health care facilities) 

*Visits by Father Georges to “shut-in”  
parishioners and others 
*St Patrick’s Day greetings sent to 
parishioners 
*Calls and home visits by committee 
members following current Covid  
    protocols 
*Father Georges and committee chair 
will meet monthly 
*Meeting on March 21, 6:30pm, 
Waterman Hall 

Main objectives were to 
review/UPDATE “Caregiver’s Shut in 
List”, 

                Prayer List and status of parishioners 
*Next meeting will be Monday, April 18, 
6:30pm, Waterman Hall   JOIN US! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
 BALANCE:  $19083.84 

(Funds used to contribute quarterly to Hunger 
related organizations, primarily Sycamore 
Food Pantry and Northern IL Food Bank, and 
specially targeted donations that arise; 
Remainder being held to fund a baby diapers 
and wipes community project when Chicago 
Episcopal Diocese Covid protocol allows 
nonmembers to enter St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church safely) 
 *Organized monthly dinner for 50 
people residing at Hope Haven in DeKalb 
 *Monitor requests from community 
organizations 

*Prayer Shawl Committee returning to 
in-person or working at home 
 *Participated on local CROP Hunger 
Walk planning committee 
 *Cindy Vain to help on initial 
coordination of Baby Diaper Project 
    *Meeting on March 30, 10:00 am, 
Waterman Hall      JOIN US! 
 
 

 
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A NEW STOVE FOR OUR 
KITCHEN 

 

 

 

 

As most of you know, our old stove had to 
replaced as it had a gas leak and parts are no 
longer available.  This shiny new stove replaces 
it, with  5 burners, a grill, and 2 ovens.  Now that 
we are fully open, it will be fun testing it out!  
Thanks to Anita Biletzky for researching and 
purchasing our stove. 

 

 

 

 

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT IS BACK!! 

 

On Tuesday, April 26th, we will have our first 
Ladies’ Night Out of 2022! 

We will start the year off at PJ’s Courthouse 
which has become our standard first LNO 
of the year!  We have reserved the Jury Room.  
Cocktails are at 6 and dinner at 
6:30. Dinner is on you own and we will take up 
a free will offering for Safe Passage, our local 
women’s shelter.   

SAVE THE DATE:  On May 12th, we are 
planning dinner and a show!  We will start with 
dinner at Rosita’s restaurant and then head to 
Stage Coach Theater for the show “Four Old 
Broads”, directed by our own Anita Biletzky.  I 
am the stage manager so won’t be able to join 
you all for dinner and will be backstage at the 
show.  Varsie Geisler has offered to take charge 
of the night, thank you Varsie!  More info will be 
coming when we get closer to the date.  

If you have any ideas for places to go and things 
to do, please let me know.  With warm weather 
in our future we can travel further and do new 
things! 

Looking forward to getting together again!! 

 

Judy LaPorta 

 

 

 

 



 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

                        

Our last Bible Study in Lent will be on 
Wednesday, April 6, at 7:00 PM.  We will be 
discussing Lydia.  On Wednesday nights we are 
concluding the Lenten Bible study with Taize 
prayer.  The Taize style of prayer is filled with 
song, scripture readings and silent 
meditation.    This ecumenical form of prayer is 
modeled on the style as practiced in the Taizé 
Community in France. Those who attend 
regularly find a profound peace and tranquility 
in this style of prayer.  Come and join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that we who 
celebrate with awe the Paschal feast may be 
found worthy to attain to everlasting joys; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
 
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health:  
Comfort and relieve your sick servants, and give 
your power of healing to those who minister to 
their needs, that those for whom our prayers are 
offered may be strengthened in their weakness 
and have confidence in your loving care; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and fore ever.  Amen 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bishop-elect Clark to Return to 
Work A Letter from the Rev. Anne 
Jolly – 

Beloveds: 

The Standing Committee has good news to 
share as we prepare for the Lenten season: On 
March 7, Bishop-elect Paula Clark will return to 
work here in the Diocese of Chicago. 

Paula is eager and fit to return to the office, and 
in consultation with her medical team and 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, together we 
have determined that she will work about 20 
hours per week at first, with the expectation of 
incrementally increasing her time at work each 
month. As we make this transition together, 
Bishop Chilton Knudsen will continue as 
assisting bishop, visiting congregations, holding 
confirmations and ordinations, and supporting 
the bishop’s staff and other diocesan leadership 
bodies. We are grateful for her ministry with us, 
and she is committed to being with us through 
the transition. 

Paula will travel to a meeting of the House of 
Bishops during her second week back on the job. 
As a result, we ask that for now, you refrain from 
contacting her or asking for time on her 
calendar. The bishop’s staff is available to help 
you with any immediate needs, and the 
Standing Committee remains the ecclesiastical 
authority of the diocese. As we move forward 
together, Paula will begin scheduling meetings 
and attending events. This phased approach will 
allow her to learn more about the ministry that 
has transpired while she has been away and to 
continue envisioning our shared future. 

As the Standing Committee and I have been 
talking with Paula and preparing for her return, 
I have come to admire her even more than I did 
on the day that we elected her. Her unshakable 
faith in Jesus Christ, and the grace and 
determination that flows from it, are a powerful 
example to us all. We can rejoice together in the 
opportunity to forge our path forward even as 
we continue to mourn with Paula and her family 
the traumas of the past year. 

God’s Peace, 

The Rev. Anne B Jolly 
President, Standing Committee 

 

 

CRISIS IN UKRAINE 

As you may know, helping families fleeing 
violence has been at the heart of our mission 
from the very beginning. In fact, we were 
established by The Episcopal Church to assist 
people fleeing Europe during World War II.  
 
Today, we are counting on this faith community 
to join us in helping our Ukrainian brothers and 
sisters in need. Please make an urgent donation 
to our Ukraine Crisis Response today.  
 
Thank you in advance for your compassion, 
and for praying for those affected by this 
conflict. 

Yours faithfully 

Robert W. Radtke 

President & CEO 

To donate: https://www.episcopalrelief.org and 
click on the Donate Now on the Ukraine 
Crisis Response. 

  

http://links.sankynet.mkt5125.com/els/v2/3Yb7f9DymYt7/Ui8wbFNWa3ZJN3VwcXMxNTN1TkVTQ1J6aFFISUpkNnJnTFlpbGMwUkhBOGJ6K2FiazRJR1F0MkptSWZxNWlONzB3MXVCN2xiV0FLY1dYaEphQVlPMk5HdlFBc2dPSkxINUNIejF6Z0NFdWM9S0/SUZnZmZjMlVGVDdFcEVDb3RyRkhkRlFlTHRzWDRtODZDSm9UdEFBcHpwaDZ1bVp2TUFYVzFRPT0S1
http://links.sankynet.mkt5125.com/els/v2/3Yb7f9DymYt7/Ui8wbFNWa3ZJN3VwcXMxNTN1TkVTQ1J6aFFISUpkNnJnTFlpbGMwUkhBOGJ6K2FiazRJR1F0MkptSWZxNWlONzB3MXVCN2xiV0FLY1dYaEphQVlPMk5HdlFBc2dPSkxINUNIejF6Z0NFdWM9S0/SUZnZmZjMlVGVDdFcEVDb3RyRkhkRlFlTHRzWDRtODZDSm9UdEFBcHpwaDZ1bVp2TUFYVzFRPT0S1
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/


 

 

 April Birthdays 

 3 Claudia Ruth Hulseberg 

 9 Ryan Drake 

12         Judy Dettloff 

13 Fr. Georges Jallouf 

14 Jeffrey Roberts 

14         Shannan Harley 

15         Lynne Roberts 

15         Joan Mommer 

16         Jean Erlenborn 

19         Donna Hill 

21         Richard Balstrode 

24         Benjamin Mommer 

27         Breana Riego 

27         Amanda Riego 

27         Daniel Harley 

29         Anna Mommer 

 

April Anniversaries 
 
11 Phil & Lisa Montgomery 
25         Jim & Stefanie Hill 
25         Fr. Mark & Varsie Geisler 
27         Fr. Georges & Maha Jallouf 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST                          

April 2022 

 

Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth St.    #204 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Beth Krogman 
29449 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
DARC Health Care Center – W104 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Carol Quitno  
2944 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
N 104 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Dick Balstrode 
1133 North 7TH Street 
APT 801 
Rochelle, IL  61068 
 
Pat Knudsen    
1228 Bellevue Drive               
DeKalb, IL  60115         
                             
Billy Clem 
PO BOX 4559 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dan & Jenny Sidmore 
418 Yorkshire Dr. 
DeKalb IL  60115 
 
Helen Beamish  
414 E. High St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Larry & Deacon Dee Buttimer 
20913 W. Snowberry Lane 
Plainfield, IL 60544 
 
John & Ann Engstrom 
1349 Axcel Lane 
Sycamore, IL 6178 
 
Rick Johnson 
619 DeKalb Ave. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Chris & Denielle Noe 



 

1256 Ali Drive 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Jane Ovitz 
401 Duke St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
David Roberts 
1776 C L Hudson St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
815-766-0694 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
 
Pat Klein Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 
The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden            815-766-1127 
Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 
Henry Burgweger 815-751-8248 
Lianne O’Keefe 815-501-7798 
Stefanie Hill 815-461-5052 
Larry Buttimer           630-297-8205 
Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 
Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 
 
John Vain, Treasurer                      815-899-1124 
Kelly Potter, Vestry Clerk        815-501-1492 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
  218 Somonauk Street 
  Sycamore, IL 60178 
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 
 

                               

 
 
 
 


