
 

March Morning Star 

    St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

 

Service Times for Sundays in March 

Holy Eucharist Rite I   8:00 AM 

                               Zoom worship                       8:45 AM 

                              Holy Eucharist Rite II    10:15 AM 



 

                   

 A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR  
 

Lent 2022 

My dear beloved  

As we approach lent, the Holy mother Church 
invites us to remember that we are ashes and to 
ashes we shall return. This is a time of grace in 
prayer, fasting and self-denial.  

In Psalm 86: 5 we read “For you, O Lord, are 
good and forgiving, and great is your love 
toward all who call upon you”.  Verse 15 “but 
you, O Lord are gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth”. 
BCP Page 709-711. 

This passage of Psalm is a hopeful passage of 
reflection in this particular time of lent. It 
reminds us how the Lord is different from any 
human being.  He does not treat us as we treat 
each other. We know how infinite God’s mercy 
is, his love toward us, and the way he forgives 
us. Lent is the time of repentance and seeking 
God’s grace. The Lord doesn’t hold our 
transgressions against us, he is not looking for 
revenge, but He wants us to go back to Him with 
a contrite heart. He forgives us not because we 
deserve it, but the nature of God’s love is 
forgiveness and truth. 

The Lord is slow to anger, He is patient with us 
and does not punish us when we do wrong. He 
gives us the opportunity to reflect and repent. 
He is a loving God and is willing to work with us.  
He sees past our faults and gives us the 
opportunity to do right thing, to change our 
mind in doing evil. He loves us as his own 
children and he wants us to have everything 
possible to succeed.   

God blesses us with many things in this life; 
home, families, friends, jobs, etc. His greatest 
blessing is giving us salvation in his beloved son 
our Lord. It is up to us how we react in accepting 
his love.  

Let us share what God has given us with those 
less fortunate. People who have no job, home or 
friends in prayer and charity. Lent is not only 
time to give up something on your table, it is also 
time to add. Add more prayer, more 
participation in worship and Bible study, and 
spiritual reading. Call someone lonely, share 

your faith. Lent is the best  time to see the beauty 
of God in his creation of us. The Christian life is 
about work and desire, we have tasks that God 
has given us and when we do them, we should 
be joyful in it. St. Augustin said: “By desiring 
heaven we exercise the powers of our soul. Now 
this exercise will be effective only to extent that 
we free ourself from desires leading to 
infatuation with this world. God means to fill 
each of us what is good. So cast out what is bad! 
If He wishes to fill you with honey and you are 
full of sour wine, where is the honey to go? The 
vessel must be emptied of its contents and then 
be cleansed. Yes, it must be cleansed even if you 
have to work hard and sour it. Must be made fit 
for the new thing. Whatever it may be. Let us 
extend ourselves toward the measure of Christ 
so that when he comes he may full us with his 
presence”. Take delight in the Lord and he will 
give you your heart’s desire as Psalm 37:4 says. 

So my dear beloved one, let us be generous, be 
joyful, be Christian, be Episcopalian.         

FG  

MARK MY WORDS 

 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the 
Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by 
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, 
fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and 
meditating on God’s holy Word (The Book of 
Common Prayer, p. 265). 

This invitation occurs quite early in the Proper 
Liturgy for Ash Wednesday. It gives us a very 
succinct summary of what Lent is all about. 
Lent is all about you and me intentionally 
taking the time to draw closer to God. It is a 
time when we are invited to really take stock of 
ourselves and our relationships with God. We 
also are called to face head-on the ways in 
which sin pervades our lives, and how we can 
turn our hearts to God so that we might repent 
of our sins and seek God’s absolution. 

Lent is a challenging season. We are challenged 
to faithfully take on some sort of Lenten 
discipline for this season of the Christian year. 
There are many options available to us here. 
We can read a book (or books) on a given 
Lenten topic. We can devote more time to 



 

studying and praying with a chosen book of the 
Bible. I plan on reading the Book of Acts this 
Lent. We can participate in the Bible study that 
Fr. Georges will be leading on women of the 
Bible. 

Lent is challenging, but it doesn’t have to be 
dull or depressing. Yes, the themes are serious 
in nature. Lent is serious business. 

Lent is all about strengthening our 
relationships with God. At the end of the day, 
that is a very positive and upbeat subject. 

As a priest of the Church, I invite you to the 
observance of a holy Lent. 

Faithfully, 

The Reverend Mark A. Geisler 

 

       

 

With our church reopening, Sunday school is 
back! 
Our schedule for Sunday School for March will 
be: 
 
March 6      10:00-10:40 AM 
March 13    10:00-10:40 AM 
March 20  NO Sunday school 
March 27   NO Sunday school 
 
We look forward to seeing those smiling faces! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAINT PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 

January 20, 2022 

Approved February 24, 2022 

After an executive session of the vestry, the 
meeting was called to order at 8:02 by Senior 
Warden Varsie Geisler.  Those present were:  
Larry Dirst, John Vain, Henry Burgweger, 
Lynne Roberts, Liane O’Keefe, Stefanie Hill, 
Anita Biletzky, Varsie Geisler, and Fr. Mark 
Geisler. 

Present on Zoom were Fr. Georges Jallouf, 
Deacon Dee Goodale, and Larry Buttimer. 

Deacon Dee offered an opening prayer. 

Lynne Roberts asked that we add to the agenda 
the Parochial report, which she noted was due 
the next day, according to the Leadership 
News. It was added under new business.  She 
also asked that we add discussion of 
confirmation for those who have completed the 
class.  Bishop Chilton has confirmation services 
scheduled in the spring.  Fr. Georges will take 
care of contacting those eligible for 
confirmation to ask if they would like to attend 
one of these services. There is an Episcopal 
Latino Ministry Competency Course that Lynne 
would also like to discuss.  It was added to the 
agenda under Community Involvement.   

Stefanie Hill moved to approve the agenda, 
Larry Dirst seconded the motion and the 
motion carried. 

Stefanie Hill moved to approve the November 
vestry minutes, as corrected, John Vain 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 

Larry Dirst moved to approve the December 
vestry minutes, as corrected, Varsie Geisler 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 

Senior Warden report:  Varsie Geisler thanked 
John Vain, Lynne Roberts and Larry Dirst for 
their service on the vestry.  She noted that they 
were all valued and valuable members of St. 
Peter’s.  She also thanked Anita Biletzky for her 
years of service as our Junior Warden.  She 
noted that Anita had greatly supported her as 
Senior warden and would be missed. 

Junior Warden report:  Anita Biletzky handed 
out her report which covered both December 



 

and year end information.  The painting and 
flooring in the entryway to Waterman Hall is 
on hold until a decision is made on the new 
furnace for Waterman Hall.  If the furnace is 
changed, we may be taking out the radiators 
and would need to repaint behind them.  Brian 
Duffy will be replacing Anita as Junior Warden.  
Anita will continue to be the point person for 
Building and Grounds and work with Brian for 
the next year to complete projects that are in 
the works. 

John Boies and Anita will continue to manage 
the rental properties.   

Treasurer report:  John Vain reviewed the end 
of year totals.  Anita Biletzky moved to approve 
the Treasurer’s report, Varsie Geisler seconded, 
and the motion carried. 

John also reported the changes in Trustees for 
our Trust accounts. 

Caregivers:  Lynne Roberts reported that the 
committee is doing the best it can with Covid 
protocols.  Members are calling, sending cards, 
and keeping track of our members who are ill.  
Many are having a hard time with the shut 
downs and being alone.  She encouraged 
parishioners to a send card or give a call to 
those on our “Thinking of You” list. We 
continue to donate monthly to the Sycamore 
Food Pantry, instructing them to purchase food 
from the NI Food pantry.  We are still waiting 
for restriction to be lifted in order to start the 
Diaper service. 

Old Business: 

MMR Report:  This will be discussed at the 
Vestry retreat. 

Annual Meeting:  The annual meeting will be 
moved to February 20th.  On January 23rd and 
30th and February 6th and 13th we will have one 
Zoom service at 10:15 am.  An in-person service 
will be held on February 20th will be at 9:00 
am, followed by the annual meeting in the 
church. 

The vestry retreat will be on Saturday, March 
5th at Stefanie Hill’s house, 13290 Ash Road, 
Genoa. 

Community involvement:  Deacon Dee had 
suggested at our last meeting that perhaps we 
could have a community choir for Christmas.  

This should be coordinated with Sarah 
Mendenhall, our choir director.  Lynne Roberts 
suggested we participate in the Episcopal Latin 
Ministry Course to help us to understand the 
Latin community. 

Parochial report:  The church parochial report 
is not due until the end of May; Fr. Georges will 
let the vestry know when it is done.  The report 
that is currently due is the priest parochial 
report. 

Budget:  Varsie Geisler reported that we were 
not able to give Fr. Georges a 3.5% raise, as was 
suggested by the diocese, and offered instead a 
$800.00 raise for the year.  Fr. Georges 
declined the raise.  He appreciates the thought, 
but if given he would return it to the church.  
This left a total additional $2,700.50 in the 
budget.  A discussion was held as to where 
those funds should be spent.  The final budget 
includes those funds.   

Stefanie Hill moved to approve the 2022 
budget, Liane O’Keefe seconded, and the 
motion carried. 

Rector report:  Fr. Georges reported that he has 
been visiting shut ins when allowed.  The 
Christmas celebration was very well received.  
Father Georges thanked Anita Biletzky, John 
Vain, Larry Dirst, Lynne Roberts and Judy 
LaPorta (clerk) for their service on the vestry. 

Anita Biletzky moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, Stefanie Hill seconded.  After a 
closing prayer by Fr. Mark, the meeting 
adjourned at 9:35pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Judy LaPorta 
Vestry Clerk 

 

                Caregivers 

Balance:  $200 

(Funds used for postage, greeting cards, small 
seasonal gifts to parishioners on the “shut-in” 
list and those living at home or in health care 
facilities) 

*Visits by Father Georges to “shut-in” 
parishioners and others 

*Valentine greetings sent to 25 parishioners 



 

*Calls and home visits by committee members 
following Covid protocols. 

*Father Georges and committee chair will meet 
monthly 

*Hope to return to in-person meetings soon 

Christian Outreach 

Balance : $18,348 

(Funds used to contribute quarterly to Hunger 
related organizations, primarily Sycamore Food 
Pantry and Northern IL Food Bank, and 
specially targeted donations that arise; 
Remainder being held to fund a baby diapers 
and wipes community project when Chicago 
Episcopal Diocese Covid protocol allows 
nonmembers to enter St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church safely) 

*Organized monthly dinner for 50 people 
residing at Hope Haven in DeKalb 

*Established March 2022 calendar for Meals on 
Wheels volunteer drivers 

*Monitor requests from community 
organizations 

*Prayer Shawl Committee returning to in-
person or working at home 

*Participate on local CROP Hunger Walk 
planning committee 

*Hope to return to in-person meetings soon. 

    

 

 March Birthdays 

6 Nicholas Klein 

7 Natalia Glynn Boies 

18 Benjamin Lane 

19 Amanda Klein 

23 David Suh Roberts 

 

 

March Anniversaries 
 
14 Ryan and Trisha Drake 
 
 

 
 

Beginning March 9th, Fr. Georges will offer a Bible 
Study, in Waterman Hall for 5 consecutive 
Wednesdays. The study will start at 7:00, no dinner 
will be offered but feel free to bring treats!  The 
subject will be Good Women of the Bible. 

March 9 Abigail 

March 16 Bathsheba 

March 23 Anna 

March 30 Mary & Martha 

April 6  Lydia 

Hope to see you there! 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST                          

March 2022 

Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth St.    #204 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Beth Krogman 
29449 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
DARC Health Care Center – W104 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Carol Quitno  
2944 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
N 104 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Dick Balstrode 
1133 North 7TH Street 
APT 801 
Rochelle, IL  61068 
 
 
 



 

Pat Knudsen    
1228 Bellevue Drive               
DeKalb, IL  60115         
                             
Billy Clem 
PO BOX 4559 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dan & Jenny Sidmore 
418 Yorkshire Dr. 
DeKalb IL  60115 
 
Helen Beamish  
414 E. High St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Larry & Deacon Dee Buttimer 
20913 W. Snowberry Lane 
Plainfield, IL 60544 
 
John & Ann Engstrom 
1349 Axcel Lane 
Sycamore, IL 6178 
 
Jerry Lane and Jean Evans 
355 Rogers Way 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Rick Johnson 
619 DeKalb Ave. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Chris & Denielle Noe 
1256 Ali Drive 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Jane Ovitz 
401 Duke St. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
David Roberts 
1776 C L Hudson St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 

              
 

 A Prayer for the Beginning of Lent 
 

Kimberly Knowle-Zeller 

O Lord, here we are again. 
The season of Lent. 
That time of the year to dig deeper 
To reach wider 
To love stronger. 
  
The season of Lent 
That time to embrace death 
To walk towards the cross 
To humble ourselves 
To pray, fast, and give our lives in service. 
  
The season of Lent 
A time to give up or to take on 
A time to contemplate life and death 
A time to face the realities of our broken world 
A time to dance with the darkness. 
  
The season of Lent.  
In these days be with us. 
Walk with us. 
Inspire us. 
Call us. 
Motivate us. 
  
In these days be with us. 
To serve our neighbors. 
To sing in community. 
To wrestle with your Word. 
To sit in the silence. 
  
O Lord, here we are again. 
I pray for your kingdom to come 
For peace to rule the day 
For wholeness to emerge 
I seek this peace for the world and pray I’ll find 
it in me. 
I know the days will seem long and the nights 
even longer. 
But you persisted for 40 days in the wilderness 
And so, too, will I persist. 
As you relentlessly love, may I relentlessly seek 
you.  
 
For this season of Lent and forever more. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
I am here. 
Waiting. Hoping. Loving. Seeking you.  
Amen. 

https://www.episcopalcafe.com/author/kzeller/


 

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
815-766-0694 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Acting Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  

                                             

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 
The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden                    815-766-1127 
Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 
Henry Burgweger 815-751-8248 
Lianne O’Keefe 815-501-7798 
Stefanie Hill 815-461-5052 
Larry Buttimer     630-297-8205 
Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 
Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 
 
John Vain, Treasurer                             815-899-1124 
Kelly Potter, Vestry Clerk        815-501-1492 
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