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The term means “the fiftieth day.” It is used in both the Old Testament and the New Testament. In the 

Old Testament it refers to a feast of seven weeks known as the Feast of Weeks. It was apparently an 

agricultural event that focused on the harvesting of first fruits. Josephus referred to Pentecost as the 

fiftieth day after the first day of Passover. The term is used in the New Testament to refer to the 

coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1), shortly after Jesus' death, resurrection, and 

ascension. Christians came to understand the meaning of Pentecost in terms of the gift of the Spirit. 

The Pentecost event was the fulfillment of a promise which Jesus gave concerning the return of the 

Holy Spirit. The speaking in tongues, which was a major effect of having received the Spirit, is 

interpreted by some to symbolize the church's worldwide preaching. In the Christian tradition, 

Pentecost is now the eighth Sunday after Easter. It emphasizes that the church is understood as the 

body of Christ which is drawn together and given life by the Holy Spirit. Some understand Pentecost 

to be the origin and sending out of the church into the world. The Day of Pentecost is one of the seven 

principal feasts of the church year in the Episcopal Church. The Day of Pentecost is identified by the 

BCP as one of the feasts that is “especially appropriate” for baptism. The liturgical color for the feast is 

red. Pentecost has also been known as Whitsun or Whitsunday, a corruption of “White Sunday.” This 

term reflects the custom by which those who were baptized at the Vigil of Pentecost would wear their 

white baptismal garments to church on the Day of Pentecost.  



 

Roof Projects               

 

 
 
To: Our St. Peter’s Family 

 

As many of you know, we completed reroofing 
projects on the Nolan & Wetzel rental 
properties and the rectory in 2020. We also 
had new siding installed on the Wetzel 
property, along with new downspouts and 
gutters. The reason for the repairs was a hail 
storm that occurred in April, 2020. As we are 
insured for this type of damage, a claim with 
our insurance company was filed. While 
reviewing the properties for damage we also 
found that the church and Waterman Hall had 
also sustained hail damage. Due to the COVID 
lockdown, along with serious supply chain 
shortages of materials, we were delayed in 
resolving issues on the remaining two 
properties. 

Three weeks ago, we initiated repairs on the 
church and Waterman Hall. You no doubt have 
noticed scaffolding on the hall and on the bell 

tower at the church. Both buildings are now 
underway to receiving new roofs that will be 
brought up to current building code standards. 
Code improvements will result in the roof 
profile increasing by approximately 3” in 
height. The change will not be noticeable, but 
we will have a roof that will last for many years 
into the future. Mother Nature has not been 
kind to us so far and rain delays have occurred. 
Waterman Hall is now about 80% complete 
and work on the church will start following 
completion of the Hall. The Hall has remained 
open during work being completed there. As 
work on the main roof of the church initiates 
we will move Sunday services to the Hall.  

 

Regards, 

John T. Vain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 
Committee members, along with the Clergy of 
St. Peter’s, continue to monitor the status and 
needs of St. Peter’s parishioners. We keep busy 
visiting and staying in touch with people on the 
Caregivers list.  The current extended 
Caregiver’s List is in this newsletter.  Please 
continue to help with prayers, phone calls and 
birthday cards for those individuals on our list, 
those alone at home, and residents in health 
care facilities.    

 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
 
HOPE HAVEN 
Thank you to those who contributed their time 
and cooking talents to help prepare and deliver 
a meal to Hope Haven on May 26th.  Your 
efforts were appreciated by Hope Haven 
clients, and a big thank you was offered for St. 
Peter’s reliability and abundance of food.  If 
you want to help out with the Hope Haven 
meals, look for the volunteer sign-up sheet in 
the back of the church or in Waterman Hall.  
The office will also be sending a monthly email 
with opportunities to help prepare the Hope 
Haven dinner.  Let’s all help fulfill St. Peter’s 
commitment to help the homeless and hungry 
in our community. 
 
 
BABY PROJECT 
Now that the doors of St. Peter’s have opened 
once again the Christian Outreach Committee 
is turning efforts towards our community “baby 
project.”  It is our goal to provide baby diapers 
and wipes to needy families in the Sycamore 
area.  We have a room in the lower level of 
 St. Peter’s cleared and ready to store supplies, 
and safety and distribution protocols are being 
developed.  Keep watch in the Morning Star as 
we plan and implement this project in the 
coming months. 
 
 
NORTH GROVE SCHOOL 
Mark your calendar for the North Grove School 
summer open house on June 25th & 26th.   

Old time games, a Maypole dance, FFA petting 
zoo, a bake sale and an ice cream social are on 
the activity schedule.  No admission will be 
charged.  Come out and celebrate our rich, 
local educational history at North Grove 
School! 
 
 
 

 
            

 

 

Let’s Eat! 
 
In our continuing efforts to bring back a sense 
of normalcy, the vestry has decided it’s time for 
our monthly parish family potlucks to start-up 
again. 
 
They will be held on the second Thursday of the 
month beginning on June 9. We’ll gather at 
6pm in Waterman Hall to enjoy good food, 
good company, and good conversation. 
 
Bring your appetite and a generous dish to pass 
and join your St. Peter’s family for fellowship 
and food.  
 
Bon Appetit! 

 

 

 

 



 

Vestry Minutes 

Vestry Meeting 
February 24, 2022 
Approved April 21, 2022 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM by 
Fr. Georges Jallouf. 

Those present were: Fr. Georges Jallouf, Varsie 
Geisler, Jenny Sidmore, John Vain, Cindy Vain, 
Liane O’Keefe, Fr. Mark Geisler, Brian Duffy, 
Judy LaPorta and clerk Kelly Potter. 

Stefanie Hill was absent. 

Present on Zoom were: Deacon Dee Goodale 
and Larry Buttimer. 

Henry Burgweger arrived late. 

Fr. Georges Jallouf offered an opening prayer. 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by 
Liane O’Keefe, seconded by Jenny Sidmore.  
The motion was carried. 

A motion to approve the minutes was made by 
Varsie Geisler, seconded by Brian Duffy. The 
motion was carried. 

Treasurer report: John Vain explained how the 
money is divided over 12 months and how the 
budget works.  Varsie Geisler moved to approve 
the Treasurer’s report, Cindy Vain seconded, 
and the motion carried. 

Senior Warden report: Varsie Geisler asked 
that new business agenda items be sent to hers 
and Fr. Georges email the Tuesday morning 
before the Vestry meeting. A list was sent to the 
new Vestry members with contact information 
and asked if there were any corrections, to let 
her know and she will send a revised list.  She 
also thanked all the new vestry members for 
joining as well as the members who were 
returning.  

Junior Warden report: Brian Duffy introduced 
himself to the new vestry.  He reviewed items 
from the building and grounds report. Anita 
Biletzky will continue on building & grounds to 
work with Brian as he becomes acclimated in 
his new role.  If there are questions or concerns 
at any time, email Brian anytime. 

Caregivers & Christian Outreach: Report 
attached from Lynne Roberts.  Fr. Georges also 
mentioned that George Abizaid was in the 
hospital but is now home. 

Old Business: 

Parochial Report approved. 

Retreat: March 5, 2022 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM – 
Stefanie Hill’s home. 

New Business: 

Rector’s Sabbatical – Varsie Geisler reported 
that Fr. Georges will attend the Alumni of 
Sewanee, April 19-22 2022.  The cost to attend 
is $350.00 plus cost of the rental car, activities 
not part of the retreat and any meals not 
covered at the retreat while traveling.  Fr. 
Georges will turn in a travel voucher with 
receipts and will be back in the office April 28, 
2022. 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Georges reported that Ash 
Wednesday services will be Wednesday, March 
2, 2022 with in-person services at 9:00 AM and 
7:00 PM. There will also be Ashes to Go from 
11:45 AM – 1:00 PM and again 4:30 PM -5:30 
PM. Anita Biletzky ordered a banner for the 
front lawn of the church advertising the Ash 
Wednesday services. Ushers are needed on 
Sunday’s and Vestry Members are encouraged 
to sign up. The Worship Committee has met 
twice. Confirmation will be May 19, 2022 at 
7:00 PM and there will be a reception the 
following Sunday for the confirmands. With 
the way of the world the past two years, Fr. 
Georges would like to celebrate monthly 
birthdays on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
with a cake during coffee hour for those who 
have birthdays in that month. John Vain asked 
if Fr. Georges cell phone number could be 
added to the voice mail in case of emergencies. 
Fr. Georges has inquired at the Sheriff’s 
Department to visit with the inmates but has 
not heard back.  Varsie Geisler thanked Fr. 
Georges for going to Kindred and 
NW/Kishwaukee Hospital when asked to give 
last rights. 

Henry Burgweger moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, Brian Duffy seconded. After a 



 

closing prayer by Fr. Mark, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:40 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kelly L. Potter, Vestry Clerk 
 
Vestry Meeting 
April 21,2022 
Approved 5-19-2022 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:13pm by 
Varsie Geisler. 
 
Fr. Mark offered an opening prayer. 
 
Fr. Mark was appointed interim clerk. 
 
Present: Varsie Geisler, Jenny Sidmore, John 
Vain, Cindy Vain, Liane O'Keefe, Fr. Mark 
Geisler, Brian Duffy, Henry Burgweger 
 
Absent: Fr. Georges Jallouf (sabbatical), 
Stefanie Hill, Larry Buttimer, Dn. Dee 
Goodale, Kelly Potter, clerk 
 
Liane O’Keefe moved that the agenda be 
approved; Cindy Vain seconded; motion 
passed. 
 
After correcting the spelling of Stefanie Hill’s 
name and the spelling of the word Sheriff, 
Henry Burgweger moved that the corrected 
minutes be approved, Liane O’Keefe 
seconded, the motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
John Vain reported that overall, things 
are good. Many prepaid pledges came in. 
Look at blue and yellow columns on 
budget sheet. He will alert the media of 
the roofing project. Do we want to 
continue a paid Easter ad? Varsie Geisler 
moved to approve the Treasurer’s report; 
Brian Duffy seconded; motion passed.          
 
Senior Warden’s Report 
Varsie Geisler reported that Holy Week 
and Easter services were phenomenal. 
Thank you to all who helped to make 
them happen. The Hope Haven Easter 

egg hunt was a blast. The time has come 
for us to begin using nametags again. 
Information about a new directory will be 
forthcoming. The confirmation service 
has been canceled. We need to activate 
the pager system in the nursery. 
 
Junior Warden’s Report 
Brian Duffy talked a bit more about the B&G 
report submitted by Anita Biletzky. There was 
discussion about Paul Klus’ independent bid 
for the remaining boiler project. Projects are 
moving right along. 
 
Committee Reports 
Lynne Roberts sent the Caregivers and 
Outreach Committee Reports. 
 
Old Business 
Varsie Geisler typed up the notes from the 
retreat and distributed them. 
The notes from the retreat should constantly be 
revised; it’s a fluid document. 
Cindy Vain says we need coordination between 
clergy, altar guild, musicians, and ushers. 
 
New Business 
Cindy Vain brought in a Dechoker from Lynne 
Roberts. After a brief discussion, the vestry 
voted to purchase four Dechokers for the 
church: 2 adult-sized, 1 child-sized, and 1 
infant-sized. 
 
Fr. Mark offered a closing prayer. 
 
Brian Duffy moved for adjournment; Jenny 
Sidmore seconded; motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Mark A. Geisler 

Substitute Vestry Clerk 

 

 



 

Vacation Bible School is Back! 

It’s been 3 years since St. Peter’s held their last 
Vacation Bible School in 2019. Plans are 
underway for us to hold another VBS in June. 

Erin Duffy has agreed to chair the event which 
will be Wednesday June 22nd through the 24th 
from 5:30 to 7:00 PM and is open to any child 
from 6 to 12 years old. 

Volunteers will be needed to assist with 
activities and meals etc.  Sign-up sheets will be 
placed in Waterman Hall and since this is such 
an important event for our children everyone is 
encouraged to sign up or assist in any way 
possible. 

 

Hello from Jane Ovitz 

 

A  

 

Special cheers and hello to the St. Peter’s 
family from Jane D. Ovitz. We had the pleasure 
to see Jane at her new residence in the 
Goodwin House in Alexandria, Va. Jane is 
doing well and enjoying activity in her new 
residence. Jane’s daughter, Anne Ayres & 
family, live nearby in Alexandria, Va. Jane 
asked lots of questions on what was happening 
at St. Peter’s and in Sycamore.  Best wishes are 
extended to all from Jane.      

 Cindy & John Vain 

 

Service times: 

Beginning June 5th 

Zoom Service  8:30 AM 

In-Person Service             10:15 AM 

 

Weekly beginning Wednesday June 8 

In-Person Service             8:30 AM 



 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST                          

George and Janice Abizaid 
1129 Milan North Drive 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dick Balstrode 
1133 North 7th Street   Apt. 801 
Rochelle, IL  61068 
 
Helen Beamish 
414 High Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Larry and Deacon Dee Buttimer 
20913 West Snowberry Lane 
Plainfield, IL  60544 
 
Billy Clem 
PO BOX 559 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth Street    #204 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
John and Ann Engstrom 
1349 Axcel Lane 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Harriet George 
1106 Illinois Street 
Davis Junction, IL  61020 
 
Bob and Shirley Hamill 
4366 Prairie Flower Circle 
Rockford, IL  61114 
 
Rick Johnson 
619 DeKalb Avenue 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Tom and Pat Klein 
344 Manning Drive 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Pat Knudsen 
Bethany Health Care and Rehab 
3298 Resource Parkway     
DeKalb, IL  60115 

 
Beth Krogman 
2944 Greenwood Acres Drive 
DARC Health Care Center  
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Barbara Morton 
11715 Ellwood Greens Road 
Genoa, IL  60135 
 
Chris and Denielle Noe 
1256 Ali Drive 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Jane Ovitz 
Goodwin House Alexandria 
4800 Fillmore Avenue    #316 
Alexandria, VA  22312 
 
Carol Quitno 
2944 Greenwood Acres Drive 
DARC Health Care Center   
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
David Roberts 
1776 C L Hudson 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Linda Saxer 
440 Exchange Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dan and Jenny Sidmore 
418 Yorkshire Drive 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Henry Vincent 
385 East Lincoln Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 

 
A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

 
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health:  Comfort 
and relieve your sick servants, and give your power 
of healing to those who minister to their needs, that 
those for whom our prayers are offered may be 
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence 
in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and fore ever.  Amen 



 

 

Eric Biletzky Honored 

 

Four members of NIU’s Operating Staff were 

chosen to receive the Outstanding Service 
Award for 2022. 

This award is presented each year to recognize 

individual Civil Service Operating Staff who make 

contributions to the university beyond a narrow 

reading of their job descriptions and also serve the 

community in which they live. This year’s winners 

were honored at an award ceremony on April 28 in 

the Altgeld Hall Auditorium. 

As the manager of Information Services, Eric 
Biletzky works behind-the-scenes to ensure the 
university is on the leading edge of 
technology.  Nominator Jerry Blazey, vice 
president, Division of Research and Innovation 
Partnerships (RIPS), credits Biletzky for leading 
crucial initiatives to modernize and improve the 
university research enterprise and university 
operations at-large. 

Biletzky is known as a consistent contributor, 
and that couldn’t have been more apparent as it 
was during the pandemic. In a matter of days, he 
helped RIPS successfully pivot to fully remote 
operations. 

“He ensured RIPS reacted quickly and 
continuously to the demands of the pandemic,” 
Blazey said. “There were no interruptions to 
normal services and all 40 staff members of RIPS 

worked off-site after the pivot. The smooth 
transition was entirely coordinated by Mr. 
Biletzky and is a testimony to his diligent 
maintenance of RIPS IT systems and software.” 

Biletzky is known for bringing “an entirely 
refreshing and enthusiastic attitude to all of his 
efforts,” and he is regarded for building 
camaraderie within RIPS and across campus. 

“His efforts and initiatives on behalf of RIPS, the 
university and the community are 
commendable,” Blazey said. “I believe he is 
thoroughly deserving of this award.” 

Biletzky is also lauded as an active, civic-minded 
member of the community, serving as a board 
member of the Sycamore Education Foundation 
(SEF) and the Community Gardens. 

Donna Hill Celebrates 50 Years Teaching 

 

Donna is going to continue teaching for another 
year but 50 years is an amazing 
accomplishment.  Thank you, Donna, for being 
such a dedicated and caring educator!  

http://www.niu.edu/osc/
http://www.niu.edu/osc/serviceaward/index.shtml
http://www.niu.edu/osc/serviceaward/index.shtml
https://www.niu.edu/divresearch/about/index.shtml
https://www.niu.edu/divresearch/about/index.shtml


 

 

 June Birthdays 

 1 John Castle 

 6 Barbara Weaver 

 8 Brooke Lee Koehnke 

 8 Oscar John Boies 

 9 Allie Marie Drake 

11         Pat Klein 

14 David Potter 

16 Rick Johnson 

17         Janice Abizaid  

17         Erik Zimmerman 

25 David Kim Roberts 

25         Father Mark Geisler 

26 Shela Coleman 

29 Caden Edward Carrier 

 May Anniversaries 
 
 2  John & Cindy Vain 

 2          Lamont & Joan Mommer 

15         Steve & Kathy Reid 

20 Daniel & Shannan Harley 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   

 

 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
815-766-0694 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
 
Pat Klein Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 
 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden            815-766-1127 
Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 
Henry Burgweger 815-751-8248 
Lianne O’Keefe 815-501-7798 
Stefanie Hill 815-461-5052 
Larry Buttimer           630-297-8205 
Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 
Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 
 
John Vain, Treasurer                      815-899-1124 
Kelly Potter, Vestry Clerk        815-501-1492 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
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