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MARK MY WORDS 

 
The 10:15 service on Easter Day was absolutely 
glorious!  The preaching was superb.  The 
music was joyful and contained an excellent 
balance between the traditional and 
contemporary.  The altar was absolutely 
stunning.  It definitely was one of my favorite 
Easter Day services ever!  The Holy Spirit was 
indeed present in our midst. 

The Easter Day liturgy is one of the most 
festive and well-attended of the year.  How we 
often wish that every Sunday could be like 
Easter Day.  Actually, they are.  Every Sunday 
is a “mini-Easter.”  Every Sunday the Holy 
Eucharist is celebrated we remember the 
Paschal Mystery, the death and resurrection of 
Jesus.   

Easter is also a major season of the Christian 
year.  It is also known as “The Great Fifty 
Days.”  As we move further away from Easter 
Day, we are confronted with the question of 

how we’re going to daily live into this reality 
that is the resurrection.  How will the joy of 
Jesus’ resurrection really play out in our day-
to-day lives? 

Easter is not just a season.  It is a way of life.  
Easter defines who we are as children and 
disciples of Christ.  How do we live this out?  
One way is through daily and disciplined 
prayer.  Another is through regular and 
frequent participation in the Holy Eucharist.  
Still another is participation in works of service 
in Christ’s name.  There is absolutely no reason 
why we can’t live an Easter life with God’s help.   

I hope you enjoy a blessed Easter season and 
continue to grow in your faith in the risen 
Christ. 

Faithfully, 

 

The Rev. Mark A. Geisler 

 
 



 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 
I'm 64 years old. I've attended church all my 
life. My father was an Episcopal priest. My 
husband is an Episcopal priest. I've 
experienced countless moving services. 
Last night's Good Friday service at St. Peter's, 
Sycamore, Illinois, gave new meaning to the 
word "moving". The candlelit nave and 
sanctuary, the blend of contemporary and 
traditional music, and a heart-piercing sermon 
made for a Good Friday service like no other 
I've experienced. 
On this Saturday morning, I am still awash in 
the emotions of last night.  – Varsie Geisler 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Day   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Thanks to Erin Duffy for organizing the Easter 
Egg Hunt at St. Peter’s for the kids after the 
service on Easter Day.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
Hope Haven Easter Egg Hunt 
 

The Easter Egg Hunt we sponsored at Hope 
Haven on April 16th was a great success! The 
weather cooperated, the Hope Haven families 
had a great time, and St. Peter’s parishioners 
got the opportunity to interact with shelter 
residents. 
 
Suzie Geisler and a former Hope Haven staff 
member, along with a group of NIU student 
volunteers, hid all the eggs we provided. The 
youngest children got to go first to find the eggs 
that were hidden on the playground closest to 

the building. They had lots of help from older 
children and adults. The older children were 
then let loose on the area of the playground 
that is further away from the building. They 
found all the eggs and were swapping candy 
with each other. 
 
We made a lot of people happy that day and 
some of us even got to eat several pieces of 
banana laffy taffy! 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

CAREGIVERS 
Committee members, along with the Clergy of 
St. Peter’s, continue to monitor the status and 
needs of St. Peter’s parishioners. We keep busy 
visiting and staying in touch with people on the 
Caregivers list.  All received Easter greetings.  
The current extended Caregiver’s List is in this 
newsletter.  Please continue to help with 
prayers, phone calls and birthday cards for 
those individuals on our list, those alone at 
home, and residents in health care facilities.    
 
Father George’s is now a “Primary Priest” on 
call at Kishwaukee Hospital, Kindred Hospital, 
Oak Crest Retirement Center and Bethany 
Health Care and Rehabilitation Center.  We are 
all proud of Father Georges for continuing his 
passion for prayer and care of the ill in our 
community. 

 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
 HOPE HAVEN 
Thank you to those who contributed their time 
and cooking talents to help prepare and deliver 
a meal to Hope Haven on April 27th.  Your 
efforts were appreciated by Hope Haven 
clients, and a big thank you was offered for St. 
Peter’s reliability and abundance of food.  If 
you want to help out with the Hope Haven 
meals, look for the volunteer sign-up sheet in 
the back of the church or in Waterman Hall.  
Let’s all help fulfill St. Peter’s commitment to 
help the homeless and hungry in our 
community. 
 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
The Outreach Committee continues to receive 
funds to be donated to a local organization 
fighting hunger.  In April a check for $500 was 
sent to the Sycamore Food Pantry from the 
parishioners of St. Peter’s.  The Outreach 
Committee always requests the Sycamore Food 
Pantry use our donations to purchase food 
from the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  This 
assures St. Peter’s helps to provide the 
maximum amount of food for our community 
needs. 
 
UKRAINE RELIEF 
A check for $500 from parishioner donations 
was sent to the Episcopal Relief and 
Development (ERD) to support efforts towards 

aiding Ukrainian refugees.  Our prayers are 
with the Ukrainian people during this difficult 
time in their history. 
 
 
BABY PROJECT 
Now that the doors of St. Peter’s have opened 
once again the Christian Outreach Committee 
is turning efforts towards our community “baby 
project.”  It is our goal to provide baby diapers 
and wipes to needy families in the Sycamore 
area.  We have a room in the lower level of 
 St. Peter’s cleared and ready to store supplies, 
and safety and distribution protocols are being 
developed.  Keep watch in the Morning Star as 
we plan and implement this project in the 
coming months. 
 
WALNUT GROVE VOCATIONAL FARM 
AND PRAIRIE 
Hanging baskets, vegetable plants, and 
flowering bedding plants will be offered for sale 
during the month of May.  Proceeds go to 
support the ongoing efforts of the DeKalb 
County Community Gardens Programs.  Check 
out the flyer on the Waterman Hall Bulletin 
Board for details. 
 
 

 
            

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Phil Montgomery Named Circuit 
Court Judge 

Phil Montgomery was appointed by the Illinois 
Supreme Court to the position of 23rd Judicial 
Circuit court which includes DeKalb and 
Kendall Counties. Phil’s tenure as circuit judge 
begins July 5.  He will be sworn in at 4 p.m. on 
July 15 at the DeKalb County Courthouse in 
Sycamore. 

Phil has served in local court roles for more 
than a decade.   

Congratulations to Phil for this well deserved 
appointment. 

 

 

Flower and Candle Dedications 

We have quite a few open dates for flower and 
candle donations.  Please consider signing up 
for any open Sunday.  The sign-up sheets are in 
the back of the Church.  Suggested amounts are 
$50 for flowers and $10 for candles. 

 

 

 

Ushers needed! 

We are down to 4 parishioners who regularly 
usher on Sunday mornings.  The job is very 
easy and mainly consists of welcoming people 
as they come to Church and handing out 
bulletins before the service.  Guiding people to 
Communion, taking a head count, passing the 
collection plate and making sure the pews are 
cleaned up of stray papers, leftover bulletins 
and forgotten items after the service.   

If you feel this is something you can do for our 
Church please contact Pat Klein in the office.  
Sign-up sheets are sent out in the middle of the 
month for the following months services so you 
will be given the chance to sign up for a date 
that fits your schedule. 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s Night Out 

Instead of the normal Ladies Night Out the 
committee thought it would be a good idea to 
have a St. Peter’s Night Out.  What better way 
to do this than to attend a play directed by our 
own Anita Biletzky and stage managed by Judy 
LaPorta?  Friday May 6th is the date chosen to 
have as many of our St. Peter’s congregation – 
women and men - attend the play together.  
You can make your own plans with friends for  
before or after the play  

The play is Four Old Broads. It will be playing 
at Stage Coach Players located at 126 N. 5th St. 
in Dekalb.  
 
Four Old Broads is a hilarious new comedy 
that mixes farcical hi-jinks with the sass of 
television’s The Golden Girls in a contemporary 
setting.  The play runs from May 5 – 15, 2022, 
and you can call the box office at 815-758-1940 
or order tickets online at 
stagecoachplayers.com. 
So, call your friends and make your plans for 
seeing the show and supporting local theater. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST                          

May 2022 

George and Janice Abizaid 
1129 Milan North Drive 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Dick Balstrode 
1133 North 7th St.  Apt 801 
Rochelle, IL 61068 
 
Helen Beamish 
414 High Street 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Billy Clem 
PO Box 559 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth St.    #204 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Jean Evans and Jerry Lane 
355 Rogers Way 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
John and Ann Engstrom 
1349 Axcel Lane 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Harriet George 
1106 Illinois Street 
Davis Junction, IL 61020 
 
Bob and Shirley Hamill 
4366 Prairie Flower Circle 
Rockford, IL 61114 
 
Rick Johnson 
619 DeKalb Ave. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Tom and Pat Klein 
344 Manning Drive 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Pat Knudsen 
Bethany Health Care and Rehab 
3298 Resource Parkway #216B 
DeKalb, IL 60115 

 
Beth Krogman 
29449 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
DARC Health Care Center – W104  
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Barbara Morton 
11715 Ellwood Greens Road 
Genoa, IL 60135 
 
Chris and Denielle Noe 
1256 Ali Drive 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Jane Ovitz 
Goodwin House Alexandria 
4800 Fillmore Ave.  # 316 
Alexandria, VA 22312 
 
Carol Quitno  
2944 Greenwood Acres Dr. 
N 104 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
David Roberts 
1776 C L Hudson St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Linda Saxer 
440 Exchange St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Dan and Jenny Sidmore 
418 Yorkshire Drive 
DeKalb, IL 60115 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
 
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health:  
Comfort and relieve your sick servants, and give 
your power of healing to those who minister to 
their needs, that those for whom our prayers are 
offered may be strengthened in their weakness 
and have confidence in your loving care; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and fore ever.  Amen 
  



 

 

May Birthdays 

 1 Jenny Sidmore 

 4 Kylan Hill 

 8 Stefanie Hill 

17 Ann Engstrom 

20 Kathryn Egler 

21         Josh Crittenden 

21 Louis Andrezj Boies 

23 Trisha Crittenden 

25         Amanda Shea  

27         Chris Noe 

28         John Boies 

29         James Waterman 

 May Anniversaries 
 
 7 Jack & Susan Frost 

17          George & Janice Abizaid 

29         Tom & Pat Klein 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roofing Projects to Begin Soon 

Starting Friday April 29th the parking lot off the 
kitchen will be closed.  The materials for re-
roofing the Church and the Parish Hall will be 
stored in the parking lot until the project is 
finished.  Before the work starts, it’s difficult to 
tell how much disruption there will be to our 
activities but be prepared.  We will send emails 
when activities are affected. 

 

Thank You 

The Holy Week and Easter Day services were 
so reverent and moving and there are so many 
things that went into the preparation.  Thank 
you to all of the parishioners that played a part 
in beautifying the Church and the services. 

Everything from the altar, the flowers, the 
music, the newly polished altar pieces, the 
readings, the sermons and even the freshly 
vacuumed carpet all went into making this 
Holy Week and Easter so special and 
memorable to our congregation.  

We are blessed to have so many who give hours 
of their time week after week to make sure that 
our services reflect the love and care we have 
for our Lord and our Church.  

 

        

 



 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

END OF THE SEMESTER 
OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, May 1st 

5:00pm-7:00pm 

401 Normal Rd 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

EAT WITH US. 

WORSHIP WITH US. 
PARTNER WTIH US. 

Free Will Offering will benefit 

the ministry of Grace Place. 
Dinner will begin at 5pm, gluten 
free and vegetarian option 
available. 

Worship begins at 6:30pm 

RSVP’s are encouraged  

campuspastor@graceplaceniu.com 

Parking is behind NIU's Campus Life 

Building (545 Lucinda Ave). 
 
 
 

GRACE 
PLACE 
NIU CAMPUS MINISTRY 
 

 

mailto:campuspastor@graceplaceniu.com


 

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
815-766-0694 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
 
Pat Klein Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 
 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden            815-766-1127 
Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 
Henry Burgweger 815-751-8248 
Lianne O’Keefe 815-501-7798 
Stefanie Hill 815-461-5052 
Larry Buttimer           630-297-8205 
Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 
Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 
 
John Vain, Treasurer                      815-899-1124 
Kelly Potter, Vestry Clerk        815-501-1492 
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The Morning Star  The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 
Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

  218 Somonauk Street 

  Sycamore, IL 60178 

  www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


