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Barbara’s 95th Birthday 
 

 
 
On Sunday June 5th we celebrated Barbara 
Weaver’s 95th Birthday with a special coffee 
hour after the 10:15 service.  Barbara is one of 
our most active members and we are so blessed 
to have her. 
 
“To my St. Peter’s Church Family – Thank you 
for adding joy and fellowship to my “advanced 
age” recognition on June 5th.  I give thanks that 
I have been blessed with friends, new 
acquaintences and a long life and for the 
priviledge of celebrating with you.  May God’s 
Blessings be on all of us as we continue to live 
our lives in Fellowship. 
Sincerely, 
Barbara Weaver  
  

                   
 

Judy’s Grandson is Baptized  
 
While visiting her son and his family in 
California, Judy attended the baptism of her 
youngest grandson, Valentino.   
Left to riight: Augustine Borjon (maternal 
grandfather), Judy, her son Tony holding 
Velentino, Tony’s wife, Liz, older grandson 
Roman and Olga Borjon (maternal 
grandmother). 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Reese Hill Graduates 
 
Reese Hill, daughter of Ryan and Kristin Hill and 
granddaughter of Donna Hill recently graduated 
from Sycamore High School.  She kept busy with 
her academics, basketball, Orchesis, National 
Honor Society, other extra-curricular activities, and 
working part- time jobs. She will be attending the 
University of Missouri (Mizoo) in the fall pursuing 
a degree in medicine.  

 

 
 
 
  

The Duffys on Vacation 
 
The one of the 4 of us shows the SS Badger 
leaving port in Ludington, Michigan, near our 
cabin. We will be in Michigan, playing outside, 
fishing, eating ice cream, attending a family 
wedding, and going to swim class this 
summer! :) -Erin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brad Osborn Ordained Deacon 
 
Brad Osborn who served part of his deacon 
training here at St. Peter’s was ordained on 
June 11th at the Cathedral by the Rt. Rev. 
Chilton Knudsen.  Mark and Sarah Mendenhall 
attended the ordination.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Mary Glynn Boies  
 
Two recent paintings: second one is “Path” and 
based on the path at our cottage in northern 
Wisconsin.  The first one is “Backdoor”.  
Been very busy with painting this past year. 
Currently I’m in exhibitions at Beloit College 
and a gallery in Park Forest.  
 

 

 
 
 

Let’s Eat! 
 
Our first parish supper was held on Thursday 
June 9th and we had a great turnout.   

The parish suppers will continue on the second 
Thursday each month.  We’ll gather at 6pm in 
Waterman Hall to enjoy good food, good 
company, and good conversation. 
 
Bring your appetite and a generous dish to pass 
and join your St. Peter’s family for fellowship 
and food. All are welcome so bring your family, 
friends and neighbors too! 
 
See you there July 14th! 

 
 
     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Phil & Lisa Montgomery 

 
Lisa with their new dog on Thanksgiving 

 

 
Their new dog 8 months later on vacation 
enjoying the sunset! 

Mendenhall’s Vacation in Cancun 

 

 
Mark & Sarah enjoyed a fun and relaxing time 
in Cancun.  

 

Message from Cynthia Dorband 

Missing my church friends and family. Hoping 
the weather moderates and I'll be able to be 

back at services       Cynthia  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Front Garden gets an Update 

One of the gardens in front of the parish house 
suffered from the drought last summer and 
most of the plants in this garden died.  We had 
new drought tolerant plants put in and it looks 
much better! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School is Back! 

It’s been 3 years since St. Peter’s held their last 
Vacation Bible School in 2019. Plans are 
underway for us to hold another VBS in July. 

This was originally planned for June but due to 
the ongoing construction around the parish 
hall and Church it was decided to push it back a 
month. 

Erin Duffy has agreed to chair the event which 
will be Wednesday July 20th through the 22nd 
from 5:30 to 7:00 PM and is open to any child 
from 6 to 12 years old. 

Volunteers will be needed to assist with 
activities and meals etc.  Sign-up sheets are in 
Waterman Hall and since this is such an 
important event for our children everyone is 
encouraged to sign up or assist in any way 
possible. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Deacon Dee and Larry Celebrate 1 
Year 

June 25th marked 1 year since Deacon Dee and 
Larry Buttimer were married here at St. 
Peter’s.  On Sunday June 26th they hosted a 
lovely coffee hour to commemorate the 
occasion.  Happy Anniversary, and many more! 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Georges Performs Wedding 

Father Georges was delighted to preside at the 
wedding of his Brother-in-law, Michael and his 
new wife, Luz Mendez.  They were married in a 
small, quiet ceremony here at St. Peter’s in 
June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Father Georges Grandsons Baptized. 

Father Georges and Maha’s grandsons 
Cristiano and Lucas were baptized in Jordan 
alongside the River Jordan on June 24th.  

 

 

 

 

 

Services Held in Parish Hall  

Until the roofing project is done on the Church 
we are holding services in the Parish Hall.  It is 
a more informal setting and the first week we 
had a full house.  Come and join us! 

 

Father Mark’s Ordination Anniversary 

On Sunday July 17th we will celebrate the 25th 
Anniversary of Father Mark Geisler’s 
Ordination.  His 25th year actually fell in 2019 
but due to the pandemic it has been delayed 
until now.  The ECW will be hosting a special 
Coffee Hour after the 10:15 service.  There will 
be no Zoom service that day so we can all be 
there to celebrate together.   

 

 



 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
VESTRY MEETING 

May 19, 2022 
Approved June 16, 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by 
Father Georges, who also offered the opening 
prayer. 

Present: Father Georges, Varsie Geisler, Stefanie 
Hill, Cindy Vain, Liane O’Keefe, Brian Duffy, John 
Vain, and Deacon Dee and Larry Buttimer (via 
Zoom)  

ABSENT: Jenny Sidmore and Henry Burgweger. 
Senior Warden Varsie Geisler informed the Vestry 
that Kelly Potter, Clerk, submitted her resignation, 
siting increased work-related duties. Her 
resignation is effective immediately. Anita Biletzky 
was appointed interim clerk. 

Cindy Vain requested that Dechokers be added to 
old business on the agenda.  

 Brian Duffy motioned and Cindy Vain seconded 
that the April Vestry minutes be approved as 
submitted. Motion passed. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

John Vain mailed the report to all Vestry members 
on May 6. Key points: 
*Finances are doing well so far due to the benefit of 
pre-paid income for the year. 
*Monthly income to run the church is currently 
$2,300 per month. Actual monthly expenses are 
currently $8,600, and are expected to increase to 
$13,000 by month end. We do anticipate additional 
income by month end. 
*Easter attendance was 77 total parishioners. 
*2022 pledges: 8 of 40 pledging units have not 
contributed to date. Discussion to consider time 
and talent as an alternative to offset some expenses 
was discussed. Sr. Warden Varsie Geiser will also 
send a follow-up letter to the 8 families. 
*Utility costs are up and will not go down. The new 
boiler in Waterman Hall as well as the new roofing 
will help mitigate those cost increases. 
Stefanie Hill moved to approve the Treasurer’s 
report. Brian Duffy seconded; motion passed 
 

ADDITIONAL TREASURER COMMENTS: A 3 
year analysis of our stock holdings shows a 
downward spiral of funds. A special meeting of the 
Trustees will be held in May to further analyze the 
trend, and consider options. 

SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT: 

Varsie Geisler voiced concern regarding vestry 
members who do not attend church, don’t 
contribute to meeting conversations, and do not 
volunteer for activities within our church. The 
situation is another indication of 20% of members 
handle 80% of needs scenario. She encouraged all 
members to be present and to take part. It was 
noted that this situation has been true for many 
years.  

JR WARDEN’S REPORT/ BOILER 
PROJECT: Three bids were considered after 
Smith-Dahlquist submitted a no bid: Paul Klus’ bid 
was for independent contractor work at $31,430. 
TDH in St Charles presented a thorough bid for a 
new energy efficient boiler system at a cost of 
$27,900. DeKalb Mechanical in DeKalb also 
presented a thorough bid for an efficient boiler 
system with a bid price of $52,350. After much 
discussion, the bid from TDH was unanimously 
approved with a request that the new boiler be 
installed any time after July 1.  

OLD BUSINESS: Cindy Vain brough one of the 
new Dechokers for Vestry review. This device is 
used for severe choking instances and can only be 
used one time. Four devices were purchased using 
Pumpkin Fest funds. One infant, one child, 2 adult 
sizes. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

CAREGIVERS: members continue to meet 
monthly to review all shut-ins, personal situations 
and rector visits. The list of shut-ins is getting 
larger. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Holy Week services 
were very impressive. Summer services will be 8:45 
zoom and 9:30 in person 

Reminder to vestry: be sure to update the parish 
directory and send in June Morningstar articles.  

RECTOR REPORT:  

* Vacation Bible School will be held for 
5–12-year-old children in the community. It 
is scheduled for June 22-23-24 from 5:30 to 
7pm, with dinner provided. A planning 
meeting for all volunteers is scheduled for 
June 15 at 7pm in Waterman Hall. This is a 
Mutual Ministry project so Vestry members 
are involved. A banner to advertise the 
event is suggested. 

*JUNE 11   Brad Osborn will be ordained as 
Deacon at St. James Cathedral.  



 

*JULY 17: Fr. Georges will preside at a 
private baptism for Elizabeth Williams’ six 
month old daughter. 

*SEWANEE RETREAT. Much discussion 
was held on how to get parishioners back in 
church. Nothing can be done now. Continue 
to do what you’ve always done and in time 
people will return. 

*PARISH POTLUCK SUPPERS are back 
on the monthly agenda beginning June 9 
and continuing on the second Thursday of 
every month. These will be hosted by the 
vestry. Please bring a dish to pass and enjoy 
good food with good friends. 

Brian Duffy moved to adjourn; seconded by 
Stefanie Hill. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 with closing prayer by 
Fr. Georges. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anita Biletzky 
Interim Clerk 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank YOU 

My thanks to all of you that sent pictures or 
articles to be shared in the Morning Star.  I hope 
you enjoy!  Next month I’d like to do an issue 
about what you do outside of St. Peter’s.  Do you 
volunteer, play a sport, enjoy a hobby?  Please 
send me pictures or updates on how you spend 
time outside of Church.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

 



 

July Birthdays 

 6 John Engstrom 

 8 Ryan Hill 

10 Erin Duffy 

11 Marcus Mommer 

15 Al Masco 

18        Robbie Hill 

18 Christopher Newquist 

19 Larry Buttimer 

17         Janice Abizaid  

19         Trisha Drake 

20 Drake Crittenden 

22        Anne Ovitz Ayres 

22 Helen Beamish 

28 Mary Kowing 

28        Denielle Noe 

31 Carol Quitno 

 

July Anniversaries 

 
  7  Larry & Deb Sipp 
14  Father Georges Ordination 28 years 
19         Michael & Cecilia Grimson 
20        Pam & Stan Bradford 
26 Ann &n Engstrom 
 
 

 
 
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
815-766-0694 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
 
Pat Klein Admin. Assistant 

office@sycamorestpeters.org 
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 
 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden            815-766-1127 
Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 
Henry Burgweger 815-751-8248 
Liane O’Keefe 815-501-7798 
Stefanie Hill 815-461-5052 
Larry Buttimer           630-297-8205 
Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 
Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 
 
John Vain, Treasurer                      815-899-1124 
        
 
 
 
 
 
Service Times 
 
Sunday           Zoom 8:30 AM 
                          In-Person 10:15 AM Rite II 
 
Wednesday   In-Person 8:30 AM Rite I 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
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The Morning Star  The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 
Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
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