
 

 

 

 

The Year Ahead 

May God make your year a happy one!  

Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making our path easy, But by making us sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from us, But by taking fear from our heart; 
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows; 
Not by making our life always pleasant, But by showing us when people and their causes need us most, 
and by making us anxious to be there to help. God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead. 
 
- Author Unknown; 

January 2023 Morning Star 

    St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

           218 Somonauk St.  Sycamore, IL 60178 

     815-895-2227 

Website:www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Facebook : Saint peter’s episcopal church 

 

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/


 

Lessons and Carols 
 
On Sunday, December 18th we gathered at the 
10:15 service for our annual Lessons and Carols 
service.  Many thanks to Sarah Mendenhall for 
arranging the music and organizing the readers. 
Thanks also to our wonderful choir for their 
beautiful singing.  We were treated to a play  
 

performed by the Sunday School children telling 
the story from the Book of Genesis about the Fall. 
Oscar Boies as God, Louie Boies as the Snake and 
Natalia Boies as Eve along with Jacob Noe as 
Cherubim performed beautifully with the help of 
Mark Mendenhall as Adam.  Well done, everyone! 
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Blue Christmas 
 
On Wednesday December 21st four Churches 
from Sycamore and DeKalb held a joint service 
at Salem Lutheran Church in Sycamore.  It was 
themed a Blue Christmas and was a service of 
Loss, Healing and Hope for those seeking  
God’s presence and love, and departing with 
the joy that comes from memory and a sense of 
shared peace. 

Father Georges along with the pastors of 
Sycamore United Methodist Church, Salem 
Lutheran Church, Federated Church and First 
Lutheran Church of DeKalb came together to 
organize the event which was a somber but 
beautiful service.  
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ARTICLES…. 

 
CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 
Committee members, along with the Clergy of St. 
Peter’s, continue to monitor the status and needs 
of St. Peter’s parishioners.  We visit “shut ins,” 
send greetings through email and cards, and 
meet every other month to keep up with our 
parishioners.  Christmas cards were sent to all on 
the list.  The current extended Caregiver’s List is 
in this newsletter and is also at the back of the 
church.  We also realize that there are many 
“Circles of Friends” in the parish who care and 
support each other during times of need.  That 
effort is recognized and much appreciated.  
Please continue to help with prayers, phone calls 
and birthday cards for those individuals on our 
list, those alone at home, and residents in health 
care facilities.  Visits, phone calls and written 
words are invaluable, especially as we enter a 
new year! 
 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
HOPE HAVEN 
Thank you to the parishioners who contributed 
their time and cooking talents to help prepare 
and deliver a meal to Hope Haven in December, 
just a few days past Christmas.   Signup sheets 
for future monthly 2023 dinners for Hope Haven 
residents are in Waterman Hall.  A monthly email 
will also be sent from the office if additional help 
is needed.  Let’s all continue to help fulfill St. 
Peter’s 2023 commitment to Hope Haven and 
our community homeless and hungry

.SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
St. Peter’s is no longer gathering food donations 
for the pantry, but monetary donations are 
always welcome.  Quarterly donation checks are 
sent from the Christian Outreach Committee to 
the Sycamore Food Pantry, indicating our desire 
to have food purchased through the Food Bank 
to guarantee the most value for our donated 
funds.  An “end of the year” check for $1,100 was 
sent in late December, representing donations 
from individual parishioners and the Christian 
Outreach Committee.  For Sycamore Food Pantry 
2023 donations by check, please indicate 
“Sycamore Food Pantry” on the memo line. 

 

 

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS TAG TREE 
St Peter’s was active in the community this 
holiday season by supporting 12 children from 
the Salvation Army Tag Tree Program.  Tags 
were chosen from the Angel Tree in Waterman 
Hall, gifts purchased, and unwrapped gifts 
returned to Waterman Hall.  An overwhelming 
number of gifts, enough for one article of 
clothing and two toys or special items for more 
than our 12 children, along with our collection of 
St. Nicholas Feast toys, were taken to the 



 

Salvation Army in DeKalb for distribution to 
local, needy families in a “store-like” 
environment.  Parents were able to choose 
clothing items and toys for their own children.  
Thank you for participating in this community 
project helping families in need provide 
Christmas surprises for their children. 
 
OH, WHAT FUN WE HAD! 
Eight St. Peter’s women gathered at Kar Fre 
Flowers in Sycamore on December 8 and 
enjoyed the hospitality of our local flower and 
gift shop for a Holiday Palooza Open House.  We 
listened to Christmas music by Craig Mathey, 
shopped for Christmas decorations and gifts, 
enjoyed an unbelievable charcuterie board of 
treats, and mingled with shop staff and 
community friends.  We topped the evening off at 
Parkway Restaurant for dinner and delightful 
conversation.  
 A festive Christmastide evening was had by all! 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 
 
The annual meeting of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
will be Sunday, January 29th following the 10:15 
service.  We will have presentation of the 2023 
budget and election of Vestry members for 2023. 

 

St Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2022 

 

Present: Varsie Geisler, Brian Duffy, Cindy Vain, 
Stefanie Hill, Jenny Sidmore, Liane O’Keefe, Henry 
Burgweger, Mother Verna, Fr Georges, Fr Mark 
Geisler, John Vain, Anita Biletzky 

The meeting began at 7:02 with an opening prayer 
by Fr. Georges 

2 items were added to the agenda: Nolan house 
final update under old business. Also added was a 
discussion of treasurer inclusion for vestry emails 

October Vestry Minutes: The original minutes 
mailed to the vestry were incorrect. New minutes 
were printed and available to those present. Cindy 
Vain questioned why the treasurer was not part of 
the vestry email. Discussion of who is a vestry 
member: is the treasurer a vestry member?  Can 
married couples both serve on the vestry? 

Grammatical errors were pointed out for 
correction. Stefanie Hill motioned and Brian Duffy 
seconded that the minutes be approved as 
amended. 
Treasurer report: Pledge income is below plan for 
the month but above plan YTD. Plate giving is well 
above plan. A significant amount of this has already 
been transferred into pledge income for 2023 
based on pledge cards received so far. Trust funds 
are performing as expected. Building use donations 
are below plan. Sanctuary candle donations are 
above plan. Rental property income is below plan 
due to the Nolan House not being rented in 
September and October. For October our expenses 
for the month exceeded in income by ($3,079.72). 
YTD we remain positive by $26,346.00. The positive 
variance will assist in overspending on various line 
items.  Stefanie Hill motioned to accept the 
Treasurer’s report; seconded by Varsie Geisler. 
Treasurer John Vain then led a thorough discussion 
of projected budget increases anticipated for 2023. 
Of most significance: rising prices from Nicor Gas 

Sr. Warden Report: Larry Buttimer offered a letter 
of resignation effective November 8. A letter of 
appreciation will be written and sent to both Larry 
and Dee. 
Hope Haven: St Peters will adopt 2 families at 
Christmas. Wish lists will be provided by Varsie. 
Sign-up sheets and emails will be sent. 
Thanksgiving dinner was delicious and the evening 
was a great success. 
 

Junior Warden/Building and Grounds: We have 
contracted with Ruben Armas Landscape for snow 
removal this season. All the fire extinguishers have 
been inspected and certified. Melissa Fredin is now 
under contract as our custodian. The duct cleaning 
for the Rectory was done at a cost of $299. 
Committee reports: Reports were emailed to the 
vestry. Minutes from the Worship Committee 
should be included as part of committee reports. A 
discussion to consider holding services in our Parish 
Hall or on Zoom during bad weather winter months 
was held. 
Thinking of You list: Jenny Sidmore will donate 
cards, including stamps, for our use. 
Rental Property: Nolan house: Security Deposit of 
$554 was returned to the Potter family. Carryover 
dollars of $4,750 is on loan for rental property 



 

maintenance pending insurance reimbursement for 
Nolan boiler. 
Rental Property Maintenance-A total of $6,174.16 
was paid from accrued maintenance income. to 
cover Nolan House repairs/upgrades. This included 
$107.80 Insurance, ComEd $26.59, Melissa Fredin 
for interior house painting $1,080, boiler inspection 
$190, Valor Chimney repair $2,986.35, Paint 
supplies $466.42, Norm's Hardwood Floors 
$1,317.00. 
  

 
Old Business: 
Rob Hill will take on the project of updating our 
website. 
Name tags: tags are available for all new members. 
It was suggested that everyone wear their tags at 
church events.  Vestry members were reminded 
that we are spiritual leaders, charged with helping 
grow the church. 
Parish Committees will be updated as a project for 
2023. A good working list of committees is needed, 
as many are obsolete. The goal is to have a packet 
for visitors or new members with information 
about who we are.  
The purchase of a TV for use for bible study and 
downstairs was held. We do not want to get one 
that needs to be moved up and down the stairs. 
After discussion, it was decided to get a quote for a 
good-quality TV with apps. There is a potential to 
use pumpkin fest income for this purchase. Brian 
Duffy to research pricing. 
Church painting: the church will be closed during 
the interior painting. John Vain and Fr. Georges will 
oversee the project. The narthex is in need of 
repair at our cost. Repair/ paint approved. It was 
pointed out that all our Church windows need to 
be repaired at an estimated cost of $152,000. 
There is rotting happening. 
Tuckpointing must be addressed. This will be at our 
cost. Estimate $80K. 
Clean water for rectory: A reverse osmosis system 
was suggested at a cost of $1,998 plus a monthly 
usage fee. The recommendation is to check with 
other water system companies. Radon abatement 
may be needed for the rectory and parish hall. 
 

Rector Report:  A community service is scheduled 
for December 21, 7 pm to be held at Salem 

Lutheran Church. A healing service will be 
provided. A presentation on Strengthening Our 
Families will also be presented that evening. 
 

The December 18 service at 10:15 will be lessons 
and carols. 
 

50 people attended our early Thanksgiving parish 
supper.  
 

Fr. Georges posed this question to all in 
attendance: “Why did God call me to be a member 
of the Vestry?” 

 

Varsie Geisler will reverse the oversight of the 
treasurer from Vestry information. He will be 
added back to the email list. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 with a motion from 
Brian Duffy and a second from Cindy Vain.  
A closing prayer was led by Fr. Mark Geisler. 
 

Respectfully submitted by 

Anita Biletzky, Interim Clerk 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all those from St. Peter’s who 
were involved in the Stage Coach production of A 
Christmas Story.  The show was a sell-out almost 
every night!  Congratulations to Oscar Boies who 
played the role of Ralphie and to Anita Biletzky 
(Assistant Director) and Judy LaPorta (Stage 
Manager). Well done, everyone! 

 

 



 

Patricia Ann Knudsen 

 

 

 

On December 17th we lost one of our most 
treasured parishioners.  Pat Knudsen passed 
away after a long battle with cancer.  Services for 
Pat were held at St. Peter’s on January 6th.  

Pat was a member of the Altar Guild for more 
than 30 years and sang in the choir for more 
than 40 years. She was friendly and outgoing an 
will be dearly missed. 

Rest in Peace, Dear Pat. 

 

Prayer for the Soul of a Loved One 

 

Lord God, as inevitable as death is, there is no 
way around the heartbreak and grief it brings. 
The only comfort left is knowing that our 
cherished one is with you now in heaven with a 
full heart and an eternal soul.  This we pray in 
the name of Jesus.  Amen 

Christmas Eve Service 

 

 

 

 

On Christmas Eve we were treated to a play of 
the Nativity by the Sunday School children.  I 
was unable to capture any pictures during the 
service but did get a picture of the group 
afterwards.  The Boies children, Oscar, Louie 
and Natalia. The Duffy children, Dallas and 
Brooke, Jacob Noe and Christiano Attouleh, 
Father Georges’ grandson. 

 

Thank you Mark and Sarah 

Thank you to Mark and Sarah Mendenhall for 
their work with the children to bring us Lessons 
and Carols and the Christmas Eve Pageant. 

Also, to Sarah and the choir for the beautiful 
music we enjoy each week and especially on 
Christmas Eve. 

 

 



 

January Birthdays 

1 Aubrey Hulseberg 

 1 Brooke Duffy 

 2  Laura Hulseberg 

 2 Janette Scheer 

 3 Natalie Egler 

 4  Abbie Waterman 

 5         Bob Hamill 

 9 Wright B. George 

12 Josh Boies 

13 Henry Vincent 

14 Anita Biletzky 

20 Patricia Burgweger 

21 Lianne O’Keefe 

23 Evyn Carrier 

23 Cecelia Fredin 

27 Debra Sipp 

27 Lamont Mommer 

31 Varsie Geisler  

 

January Anniversaries 

 13 David & Kelly Potter 

25 Bob & Jacquie Drake 

 

  

   

 
 
 
 

Service Times Beginning January 8 
 
Wednesday service moved to Sunday at 8:00 
am. 
Sunday              8:00 am  In-Person  Rite I   
   8:45 am Zoom Service 
 10:00 am Sunday School 
 10:15 am In-Person Rite II 
 
 
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
815-766-0694 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
 
Pat Klein Admin. Assistant 

office@sycamorestpeters.org 
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

Office hours: 9AM – 1PM 
 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden            815-766-1127 
Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 
Henry Burgweger 815-751-8248 
Liane O’Keefe 815-501-7798 
Stefanie Hill 815-761-5052 
Larry Buttimer           630-297-8205 
Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 
Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 
 
John Vain, Treasurer                      815-899-1124 
        
 

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
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The Morning Star  The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 
Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 


