
 

From the Senior Warden 

 

Sunday the 23rd was a bittersweet day. It 

was Fr. Georges’ last Sunday with us. 

Seventy-three of us gathered for worship. 

The music that morning was especially 

beautiful and touched us to the core. The 

choir outdid themselves. The blessing at the 

end of the service was profound and 

powerful. Thank you, Sarah, Pam, Denielle, 

Rodney, and Mark. 

 

The reception in Waterman Hall hosted by 

Judy LaPorta, Barb Beasley, and crew was 

the perfect way to thank Fr. Georges and 

Maha and to say goodbye. The food was 

plentiful and delicious. Everyone seemed to 

be enjoying themselves. The parish hall 

was abuzz with conversation and laughter. I 

especially enjoyed seeing people I hadn’t 

seen in some time and meeting others for 

the first time. 

 

Waterman Hall is now back in order, and 

we will now move forward working to 

become a more cohesive, understanding, 

and loving church family. There will be 

rough times and good times as we discern 

who we are as a parish and in what 

direction we want to go but, as Bishop 

Clark said in her letter, we will draw upon 

our strengths and live into a new sense of 

mission and ministry. 

 

I look forward to leading us through our 

transition period and becoming the parish 

family I know we want to be. God will 

continue to be at the center of our lives; we 

will not be alone. 

 

Peace, 

Varsie 
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From our Bishop, Paula Clark 

July 23, 2023  

The Rev. Georges Jallouf  

St. Peter’s, Sycamore  

218 Somonauk St.  

Sycamore, IL 60178-1845  

Dear George and Siblings in Christ,  

I am holding you all in my prayers as we 

gather to worship and celebrate this season of 

ministry that you have shared.  
I thank you, George, for your ministry with 

and service to the people of St. Peter’s, as 

rector for  

almost five years. I am so grateful for your 

faithful leadership and for all you have 

contributed to the life and mission of St. 

Peter’s. May God bless you richly as you 

embark on this next chapter of life.  

To the people of St. Peter’s, may God grant 

you wisdom, patience, and courage as you 

plan for a new season of ministry. I pray that 

during this time of transition, you will draw 

upon your  

strengths and live into a new sense of mission 

and ministry. Be assured that members of my 

staff are ready to assist and support you every 

step of the way.  

Yours in Christ,  

The Rt. Rev. Paula E. Clark  

Thirteenth Bishop of Chicago 

 

 

 
Saint Bartholomew’s Church and 

Academy in Corpus Christi, TX will be 

the new home of Father Georges and 

Maha. 

 

 

 

 



 

August Parish Supper 

 

In place of our usual parish potluck for 

August, the vestry will provide pizzas, 

salad, and cookies. There will be coffee, 

water, and Hawaiian Punch. If you’d like 

something else to drink, please bring your 

own.  

 

This will leave more time for Mark and 

Sarah Mendenhall’s presentation on their 

recent trip to the Holy Land, Turkey, and 

Greece. 

 

We’ll have 3 kinds of pizza: cheese, 

pepperoni, and sausage. Please use the sign-

up sheet in the back of the church or in the 

parish hall to indicate how many members 

of your family will be coming and which 

pizza/s you’d like. You may also phone the 

office to give us your pizza preferences. 

We’ll buy accordingly. 

 

Dinner will begin at 6pm in Waterman Hall 

on Thursday August 10th. There will be a 

free-will offering. If you can’t make it for 

the meal, please join us for the presentation 

which will begin between 6:30 and 6:45.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

COMING THIS FALL!  SEASON 3 OF THE CHOSEN 

We are back with the adult education class in the 

fall as we continue our viewing of the 

CHOSEN.  The class will meet Tuesday nights at 

7pm beginning on September 12, 2023.  It is an 8 

week class, but we will be skipping Halloween 

night and finishing on 11/7/23.   

We are very excited to get back and watch this 

amazing show with millions of others around the 

globe.  If you aren't sure what is all about, but 

want to know more, please be sure to contact the 

office or ask Mark Mendenhall and he can give you 

all the details about it.  

Maybe you're concerned because you haven't 

watched the first 2 seasons... this can easily be 

fixed as there are all types of ways to catch up on 

the first 2 seasons and it is free to watch as 

well.  You can find the shows on several on 

demand packages such as NETFLIX and AMAZON, 

or you can watch through the direct website at the 

following two websites: 

https://www.angel.com/watch/the-

chosen?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIu7K1v_nj_wIVhkZyCh

3tJgzbEAAYASAAEgJivfD_BwE 

https://new.thechosen.tv/ 

you can also download the app and watch on your 

android or IPHONE by searching the chosen and 

there are several apps available. In addition, it's 

also available on PEACOCK, and youtube.    

 

https://www.angel.com/watch/the-chosen?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIu7K1v_nj_wIVhkZyCh3tJgzbEAAYASAAEgJivfD_BwE
https://www.angel.com/watch/the-chosen?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIu7K1v_nj_wIVhkZyCh3tJgzbEAAYASAAEgJivfD_BwE
https://www.angel.com/watch/the-chosen?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIu7K1v_nj_wIVhkZyCh3tJgzbEAAYASAAEgJivfD_BwE
https://new.thechosen.tv/


 
  

 

AUGUST 2023 MORNING STAR 

ARTICLES…. 

 

CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 
Committee members, along with the Clergy of 
St. Peter’s, continue to monitor the status and 
needs of St. Peter’s parishioners.  We visit 
“shut ins,” send greetings through email and 
cards, and meet every other month to keep up 
with our parishioners.  The current extended 
Caregiver’s List is in this newsletter and is also 
at the back of the church.  Please continue to 
help with prayers, phone calls and birthday 
cards for those individuals on our list, those 
alone at home, and residents in health care 
facilities.  Visits, phone calls and written 
words from friends and family are invaluable. 
 
Father Mark has volunteered to visits. Peter’s 
“shut-in” parishioners during this time 
without an Interim Priest.  Visit requests can 
be made directly to Father Mark, our Senior 
Warden, Varsie Geisler, or Caregivers 
Committee members. 
 
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
HOPE HAVEN 
Thank you to all parishioners who contributed 
their time and cooking talents to help prepare 
and deliver a meal to Hope Haven in July.   
Sign-up sheets for future monthly 2023 
dinners for Hope Haven residents are in 
Waterman Hall.  Students on summer break 
are welcome to help out!  Volunteer hours 
needed for school can be acknowledged by the 
office.  A monthly email will also be sent from 
the office if additional help is needed.  Let’s all 
continue to help fulfill St. Peter’s 2023 
commitment to Hope Haven and our 
community homeless and hungry. 
 
The Outreach Committee is also searching for 
new recipes, easy to prepare and low in cost.  
If you have suggestions, please put the in the 
mailbox of Lynne Roberts 
 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 

St. Peter’s is no longer gathering food 
donations for the pantry, but monetary 

donations are always welcome.  Quarterly 
donation checks are sent from the Christian 
Outreach Committee to the Sycamore Food 
Pantry, indicating our desire to have food 
purchased through the Food Bank to 
guarantee the most value for our donated 
funds.  For Sycamore Food Pantry 2023 
donations by check, please indicate “Sycamore 
Food Pantry” on the memo line.   
 
CROP WALK 2023 
The 2023 DeKalb Sondra King Memorial 
CROP Hunger Walk will step off on Sunday, 
September 24 at 2pm at the Sycamore Forest 
Preserve on Route 64 (East State Street).  This 
new route is fully accessible so anyone with 
mobility issues or families with strollers will 
be able to easily participate.  As always, 25% of 
funds raised will go to local agencies or food 
pantries.  A St. Peter’s Team is being formed 
and more information will be coming!  Mark 
your calendars for September 24, 2023! 
 
 
SPARTAN FOOD PANTRY 
A $700 donation of diaper wipes, 3 sizes of 
diapers (5,6, and 7), 4 boxes of various sizes of 
“pull-ups,” and “swimmers” for the summer 
season were donated to the Spartan Food 
Pantry in July to help supply the needs of 
Sycamore School Families.  Our donations are 
in response to the local growing need for 
diapers, and is also a way St. Peter’s can assess 
what size and kind of diapers are most needed 
in our community and the least expensive way 
to purchase them.  The Spartan Food Pantry 
was most appreciative for the donations.  A 
thank you note is on the Waterman Hall 
bulletin board. 
 
 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE SHOEBOX 
MINISTRY 

Each month the Morning Star announces 
items to be gathered for the Christmas 
Shoebox Ministry.   Next fall the children of 
the Church School and interested parishioners 
will be invited to fill a shoebox using the 
collected items during a coffee hour.  We hope 
to be able to fill 20-25 shoeboxes in October, 
making the cost of each box much lower and 
providing an experience filled with fun and 
fellowship for St. Peter’s parishioners. 



 
During the month of July, we collected small 
puzzles, card games, card decks, “fidget toys,” 
and small flashlights with batteries.  In August 
we will concentrate on school supplies – 
crayons,  
colored pencils, pencils and erasers, pens, and 
pads of paper to fit in a shoebox - which are 
always on sale for the upcoming school year.  
We will also be collecting jewelry items, 
including watches. Bins will be on the “sign-
up” table for the items parishioners donate.   
 
In November the Outreach Committee will 
take the filled shoeboxes to the nearest 
collection center and see that our special gifts 
begin the journey to children around the 
world.  Thank you to those parishioners 
making donations to help make this world-
wide effort successful. 
 

 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST      
AUGUST 2023 

 
 

George and Janice Abizaid 
1129 Milan North Drive 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dick Balstrode 
BICKFORD of AURORA 
7  S Orchard Road 
Aurora, IL  60506 
 
Helen Beamish 
414 High Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Larry and Deacon Dee Buttimer 
20913 West Snowberry Lane 
Plainfield, IL  60544 
 
Billy Clem 
PO BOX 559 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth Street    #204 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 

John and Ann Engstrom 
1349 Axel Lane 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Harriet George 
1008 Joshua Street 
Genoa, IL  60135 
 
Shirley Hamill 
3466 Prairie Flower Circle 
Rockford, IL  61114 
 
Tom and Pat Klein 
344 Manning Drive 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Beth Krogman 
2944 Greenwood Acres Drive 
DARC Health Care Center  
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Barbara Morton 
11715 Ellwood Greens Road 
Genoa, IL  60135 
 
Chris and Denielle Noe 
1256 Ali Drive 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Jane Ovitz 
Goodwin House Alexandria 
4800 Fillmore Avenue    #316 
Alexandria, VA  22312 
 
Carol Quitno 
2944 Greenwood Acres Drive 
DARC Health Care Center   
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Linda Saxer 
440 Exchange Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Henry Vincent 
921 Knollwood Village Road 
Apt W208 
Caseyville, IL  62232 
 
Tricia Rusin 
1640 Brickville Road 
Sycamore, IL  60178 

 

 



ST PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 

June 15, 2023 

 

Present: Varsie Geisler, Brian Duffy, Fr. 
Georges, Stefanie Hill, Lynne Roberts, Jenny 
Sidmore, Cindy Vain, John Vain, Fr. Mark 
Geisler, Pat Klein, Treasurer 
 
Absent: Deacon Dee 
 
The meeting opened at 7:03 with an opening 
prayer offered by Clergy and Vestry. 
 
AGENDA 
Approved with no changes 
 
MAY VESTRY MINUTES 
Change of Outreach committee report: 9 boxes 
of diapers/wipers were donated. 
Minutes approved with change. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
CORRECTION to last line page 2. Should be 
$74,881.46. May income was over 2,102.65. 
May expenses were over $308.23. 
 
SENIOR WARDEN REPORT 
Several people have sent in needed paperwork 
for the Safe Community program. Still some 
outstanding primarily due to no computer 
access. Varsie and Fr. Mark will help set up 
onsite 
group training. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
OUTREACH: diapers and wipes were donated 
for the month of June. 
CAREGIVERS: Status Quo. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Tuckpointing. A tentative schedule is set for 
the week of July 10, with a 5-day process 
needed. 
Sealcoat charges of $10,800 will be added to 
the original quote. Arch rebuild will be 
addressed once all the tuckpointing is 
completed with an estimated cost of $15,210. 
 
AED and First Aid/CPR training – September 
30 from 1-5pm is the date set for training. The 

session can provide for 10 people maximum at 
a cost of $40/each registration fee. 
Spring clean-up: Frank Beasley will work with 
Pat Klein to set a date. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Presentation and discussion of ideas/plans for 
growing St. Peter’s were given by the 
Wardens, 
the Vestry, and the Clergy. The groups each 
presented extensive ideas. Fr. Georges asked 
each group to meet again to further detail 
their ideas then return to the August Vestry 
meeting 
with that information. The ultimate goal is 
that we function as a whole congregation, so 
everyone has ownership. More details will be 
available following the August Vestry Meeting. 
 
RECTOR’S REPORT 
A pharmacist from Kish Hospital will present 
information about drug interactions. July date 
to be set. 
Breakfast with Cops is scheduled for 
September. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 with a 
move from Stefanie Hill and a second from 
Varsie 
Geisler. 
A closing Prayer by Vestry and Clergy ended 
the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anita Biletzky 
Interim Clerk 
 

 

 

Mark My Words 
 

In lieu of my usual column I will be sending out an 

email next week. 

 

Father Mark Geisler 

 

 

 



St. Peter’s Garage Sale – Part II 

On July 20 and 21st we held our second garage sale of the season chaired by Anita Biletzky.  The turnout was not 

as good as we hoped but still made a profit of over $300 which was donated to Sunday School Supplies.   

The leftover items were boxed up and donated to several area charities: Good Will, Salvation Amy and Open 

Closet.  Many thanks to Anita and her team for their hard work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Birthdays 

  1 Susan Frost 

  5 Harriet George 

  8  John T Vain 

  8 Michael Grimson 

 13  David Ayres 

 13 Sarah Mendenhall 

 14 Alexander Harley 

 15 Grant Mommer 

 16 Regan Mommer 

 16 Cynthia Dorband 

 17 Nicolette Newquist 

 18 Natalie Hulseberg 

 23 Nancy Franke 

 24 Landon Egler 

 24 Pamela Brown 

 25 Quinn Carrier 

 29 Peter Grimson 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

August Anniversaries 

 

 4 Jean Evans & Jerry Lane 

11 Debra & John Woodstrup 

16 Mary Glynn & John Boies 

17 John & Nancy Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service Times for Summer: 

Sunday             No 8 o’clock service     June through 

September  

                          No Zoom dates for August  

                          10:15 am   In-Person Rite II 

 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

9am-1pm Monday-Thursday 

9-11am Friday 

  

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

218 Somonauk Street 

Sycamore, Illinois 60178815-895-2227 

www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 

 

 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

  

Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 

815-766-0694 

Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    

Sarah Mendenhall:  Music Director 

 

Pat Klein        Admin. Assistant 

office@sycamorestpeters.org 

Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn       Bookkeeper  

bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org               

Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 

 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden             815-766-1127 

Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 

Stefanie Hill 815-761-5052 

Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 

Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 

John Vain 815-761-5169 

Lynne Roberts 815-751-7846 

 

Pat Klein, Treasurer 815-751-0722 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
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The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

  218 Somonauk Street 

  Sycamore, IL 60178 

  www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 


