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Youth Sunday 
 
On Sunday, May 7th we celebrated the last day 
of Sunday School and recognized that helped 
with the kids all year.  The kids did the 
ushering and the reading that day as well as 
delighting us with a couple of songs.  
 
In place of the sermon Mark Mendenhall 
taught a Sunday School lesson for the whole 
congregation. 
 
Each of the Sunday School helpers was 
recognized with a gift from Erin Duffy and 
Mark Mendenhall.   
 

 

Josh, Oscar and Natalia Boies read the lessons 

for the day.  

 

 

 

Jacob Noe enjoying the Bible lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Graduation Sunday 
Sunday, May 28th was Graduation Sunday at 
St. Peter’s.  We had 9 graduates ranging from 
Elementary School to College. 
 
Graduates—Class of 2023 

  
Rob Hill   

Son of Jim & Stefanie Hill  

Genoa Kingston High School 

  

Evyn Lee Carrier     

Daughter of Amanda Shea and  

Granddaughter of Donna Hill 

Sycamore High School 

  

Will Biletzky      

Grandson of Anita Biletzky   

University of Illinois 

  

Madelyn Louise Thirtle   

Daughter of Denise Domanico—Thirtle 

Sycamore High School 

  

Daniel Henry Thirtle   

Son of Denise Domanico—Thirtle 

Kishwaukee College 

 

 Joseph Brown  
Grandson of Tom & Pat Klein 
Clinton Rosette Middle School 
  
Caitlyn Cooper Brown  
Granddaughter of Tom & Pat Klein 
Brooks Elementary School 

  
Kylan Hill  
Daughter of Ryan and Kristin Hill and 
Granddaughter of Donna Hill 
Sycamore Middle School 
  
 
Quinn Carrier   
Daughter of Amanda Shea and  
Granddaughter of Donna Hill 
Sycamore Middle School 

 

Will Biletzky 

 

Evyn Carrier and Donna Hill. 

 



 

 

Quinn Carrier and Kylan Hill 

 

 

Cakes for the Graduates coffee hour were 

provided by Dee and Larry Buttimer 

 

 

The ECW provided the rest of the goodies for 

the Graduates coffee hour.  Thank you to Judy 

LaPorta for hosting and serving. 

Pictured above are Janice Abizaid, Shirley 

Hamill and Joseph and Caitlyn Brown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The St. Peter’s Library 

For a number of years, the library in the Parish 

House had no one to maintain it. It became an area 

where parishioners would have no desire to spend 

time reading or examining the materials. That has 

now changed with some investment of time and 

attention. 

 

The books have been cleaned and carefully 

arranged. New carpeting and vinyl flooring have 

been installed. The lighting has been improved and 

painting of the walls was completed. A shade was 

purchased in order to block the sometimes-intense 

light of the sun in the afternoons. A beautiful 

conference table and comfortable furniture are 

now a part of our library space. 

 

An organization of the library materials was 

conducted. This makes it much easier to locate 

information that you might want to investigate. 

Several indexes are available which will lead 

parishioners through photograph albums, 

biographies of past rectors, records of the Episcopal 

Church Women, and the Fortniters Club. Files 

containing information on a large variety of topics 

can be found organized in a file cabinet. Perhaps 

you’d like to know something about the Stations of 

the Cross in the church or the history of the home 

on the southwest corner of our property or how 

and when the altar rail cushions were created and 

in whose memory they were given? Answers to 

these questions along with a great deal of other 

information can now be found in this file cabinet. 

 

Nearly 170 years of St. Peter’s history is now 

available to you in a very comfortable and 

attractive setting. Please consider making a visit to 

the library to see what might be of interest to you. 

The library is located on the upper level of the 

Parish House. Assistance in using the library can be 

obtained by talking with Jean Erlenborn or Pat Klein 

in the parish office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAY 2023 MORNING STAR ARTICLES…. 
 
CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 
Committee members, along with the Clergy of St. 
Peter’s, continue to monitor the status and needs of 
St. Peter’s parishioners.  We visit “shut ins,” send 
greetings through email and cards, and meet every 
other month to keep up with our parishioners.  The 
current extended Caregiver’s List is in this 
newsletter and is also at the back of the church.  We 
also realize that there are many “Circles of Friends” 
in the parish who care and support each other 
during times of need.  That effort is recognized and 
much appreciated.  Please continue to help with 
prayers, phone calls and birthday cards for those 
individuals on our list, those alone at home, and 
residents in health care facilities.  Visits, phone 
calls and written words are invaluable. 
 
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
HOPE HAVEN 
Thank you to all parishioners who contributed their 
time and cooking talents to help prepare and 
deliver a meal to Hope Haven in May.   Sign-up 
sheets for future monthly 2023 dinners for Hope 
Haven residents are in Waterman Hall.  A monthly 
email will also be sent from the office if additional 
help is needed.  Let’s all continue to help fulfill St. 
Peter’s 2023 commitment to Hope Haven and our 
community homeless and hungry. 
 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
St. Peter’s is no longer gathering food donations for 
the pantry, but monetary donations are always 
welcome.  Quarterly donation checks are sent from 
the Christian Outreach Committee to the Sycamore 
Food Pantry, indicating our desire to have food 
purchased through the Food Bank to guarantee the 
most value for our donated funds.  For Sycamore 
Food Pantry 2023 donations by check, please 
indicate “Sycamore Food Pantry” on the memo line.   
 
SPARTAN FOOD PANTRY 
A $540 donation of 54 diaper wipes packs of 100, 
and 3 sizes of diapers (5,6, and 7) totaling over 
1,000  
diapers, was donated to the Spartan Food Pantry to 
help supply the needs of Sycamore School Families.  
This donation was in response to the local growing 
need for diapers, and is also a way St. Peter’s can 
assess what size of diapers is most needed in our 
community and the least expensive way to purchase 
them.  The Spartan Food Pantry was most 
appreciative for the donation. 
 
 

 
 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE SHOEBOX 
MINISTRY 
Each month the Morning Star announces items to 
be gathered for the Christmas Shoebox Ministry.   
Late next fall the children of the Church School and 
interested parishioners will be invited to fill a 
shoebox using the collected items.  We hope to be 
able to fill 20-25 shoeboxes next fall, making the 
cost much lower and providing an experience filled 
with fun and fellowship for St. Peter’s parishioners. 
 
During the month of June, we will be collecting 
small puzzles, card games, card decks, and “fidget 
toys.”   There will be bins on the “sign-up” table for 
the items parishioners donate.  

 

Candle and Flower Donations 

Did you forget that you can donate flowers or altar 

candle on a designated Sunday? 

The sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the 

hallway of Waterman Hall. 

Just fill out the form with the date you want and 

indicate what the flower or candle is for. 

Candle donations are $10 and flower donations are 

$50. 

 



Ladies Night Out 

Ladies’ Night out for May was at DeKalb’s newest 

restaurant-The Grove. They had a great menu with 

new and interesting food and drinks.  We all 

enjoyed our dinners and Barb Weaver’s sweet 

potato tater tots were the treat of the night. We all 

helped her polish them off!  Our waitress was 

wonderful too - we will go back! 

The June Ladies’ Night out will be Tuesday, June 

20th at Pub 64 in downtown Sycamore. We start 

with cocktails at 6 and dinner at 6:30.  

All ladies of St Peter’s are welcome and you can 

always bring a friend. Dinner and drinks are  on 

your own and we take up a free will offering for 

Safe Passage, the local women’s shelter. It’s always 

a fun night with good food, conversation, and a lot 

of laughs!  Hope you can join us!  Feel free to call 

me with any questions. Judy LaPorta 815-970-

2015.  

 

 

ST. PETER’S “THINKING OF YOU” LIST      
June, 2023 

 
 
George and Janice Abizaid 
1129 Milan North Drive 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dick Balstrode 
BICKFORD of AURORA 
7  S Orchard Road 
Aurora, IL  60506 
 
Helen Beamish 
414 High Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Larry and Deacon Dee Buttimer 
20913 West Snowberry Lane 
Plainfield, IL  60544 
 
Billy Clem 
PO BOX 559 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Cynthia Dorband 
1600 North Fourteenth Street    #204 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
John and Ann Engstrom 
1349 Axel Lane 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Harriet George 
1008 Joshua Street 
Genoa, IL  60135 
 
Shirley Hamill 
3466 Prairie Flower Circle 
Rockford, IL  61114 
 
Rick Johnson 
619 DeKalb Avenue 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Tom and Pat Klein 
344 Manning Drive 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Beth Krogman 
2944 Greenwood Acres Drive 
DARC Health Care Center  
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Barbara Morton 
11715 Ellwood Greens Road 
Genoa, IL  60135 
 



Chris and Denielle Noe 
1256 Ali Drive 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Jane Ovitz 
Goodwin House Alexandria 
4800 Fillmore Avenue    #316 
Alexandria, VA  22312 
 
Carol Quitno 
2944 Greenwood Acres Drive 
DARC Health Care Center   
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
David Roberts 
140 Wendy Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Linda Saxer 
440 Exchange Street 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Dan and Jenny Sidmore 
418 Yorkshire Drive 
DeKalb, IL  60115 
 
Henry Vincent 
921 Knollwood Village Road 
Apt 208 
Caseyville, IL  62232 
 
Tricia Rusin 
1640Brickville Road 
Sycamore, IL  60178 
 
Al and Anneliese Masco 
4630 Grace Street 
Schiller Park, IL  60176 
 
Tom Pearcy 
2001 Beck Lane 
Lebanon, MO  65536 
 
 

ST PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Vestry meeting 

April 20, 2023 

 

Present: Varsie Geisler, Fr. Georges, Lynne Roberts, John 

Vain, Cindy Vain, Brian Duffy, Deacon Dee (via Zoom) Pat 

Klein, Treasurer 

Absent: Jenny Sidmore, Stefanie Hill, Fr. Mark 

 

AGENDA: 3 changes were requested: 

New Business: Delete ECW meeting for June 10. This 

was approved as a pastor directive. 

ADD UNDER NEW BUSINESS: John Weaver Chapel room 

(Cindy) 

ADD UNDER OLD BUSINESS: Background checks. A chart 

is on file in the Office. 

Approved as amended with motion from Brian Duffy, 

second by Varsie Geisler 

MARCH VESTRY MINUTES: 

Approved with the correction to date. Motion by Fr. 

Georges, Second by Varsie Geisler.  

TREASURER REPORT:  

*The February report is now reconciled. John Vain 

motioned to accept the Feb report, seconded by Brian 

Duffy. Approved.  

*March report:  Treasurer Pat Klein noted large 

expenses charged to Minor Maintenance: the sacristy 

drain plugged in Waterman Hall. 

*The sump pump ran nonstop. $850 was needed to 

repair. 4 dehumidifiers were purchased for $800. *Total 

expenses for minor maintenance: $1654.21 

*Motion to accept the March treasurer report was 

made by Varsie Geisler with a second from Brian Duffy. 

Approved 

SENIOR WARDEN REPORT: 

*Easter week services were beyond wonderful. 

*Vestry retreat will be on May 6th and will be held at 

Waterman Hall. Continental breakfast and box lunch will 

be provided. 9 am-2:30 pm 

*Bishop’s sermon was wonderful with her great 

personality. 

*June vestry meeting is the deadline to present growth 

ideas and opportunities. A workable plan is needed. 

*Laura Spencer has items to donate for nursery use. We 

will accept them and find a use for them. 

*Special accounts: line 162. Special gifts with $135. 

Varsie suggested that we make coins available for Joe 

Mwela to use for needed bus rides and laundry. Lynne 

Roberts has quarters that she will give him. He is to let 

us know when he needs more coins. 

*Luncheon for confirmands was a great success. 

JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT: 

*Tuckpointing estimate available from Seyllers.  Detailed 

estimate was made available to vestry members. Money 

from carryover is targeted for the needed repairs. 

Midwest Repair will provide an estimate as well. 

*Dehumidifiers in the basement are working well.  

*Radon tests: rectory needs further testing. 

 

 

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

*ECW provided brunch to celebrate the baptism of Eden 

Spencer on March 12. A meeting held on March 25 was 

to review reception needs for the confirmands. 

*Fundraising ideas were also discussed, and the idea of 

hosting a bake sale/garage was suggested and we will 

ask for vestry’s approval. A thorough cleaning of the 

kitchen cupboards has been started with much more to 

do. 

*The Christian outreach committee donated diapers and 

wipes to the Spartan food pantry in April. 

*The quarterly outreach of $500 was made and is to be 

used specifically for NIU. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

*AED and First Aid: cabinet will be added to the hallway 

and the second will be in the choir area. Stefanie will 

follow up with the needed training. 

*Little Library: postponed as Jenny is homebound with 

Covid. 

*Deacon Dee: committee needed to address this growth 

option. She will present ideas and make part of the 

clergy report. 

*Safe Church/Safe Community/Background Checks: 

need regular updates from the office. Pat is scheduled 

to attend training for better visibility. A group meeting 

was suggested to help those complete training. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

*John Weaver Chapel: Cindy questioned how this all 

came about. Sarah Mendenhall met with Barb Weaver 

to discuss ideas. Barb was fine with the plan to convert 

the room to a chapel, as the 

choir now meets in the church rather than in the music 

room. Chapel was used during the Lenten stations of the 

cross and Maundy Thursday. It was decided to keep the 

original tribute to John Weaver in place by naming the 

Chapel the Weaver Chapel. Motion made by John Vain 

with a second from Varsie Geisler. Approved.  

*Concern was voiced about all the sheet music being 

removed from the room and placed downstairs with no 

specific storage provided. Sarah said they will be put 

away once the file cabinets are moved downstairs. 

Cindy suggested we use waterproof lining under the 

metal cabinets along 

with a platform to keep them off the floor.  Larry and 

Sarah will be contacted to see what funds are needed. 

 

Rector report: 

*March was a good month with all the Easter 

celebrations. Good Friday was a good community 

church service. 60 people were in attendance from the 

community. 

*April 12 all Dekalb County 2-1/2 hour event. Social 

justice is the primary concern of community clergy 

leaders. 

*Fr. Georges met with the diocese about confirmation 

needs. All special gifts presented at the end of the 

service were provided by Fr. Georges. 

*Fr. Georges will be away May 29-June 4 for a family 

wedding and from Sept 4-Sept 28 for vacation overseas 

to visit family.  

*Fr. Georges had visits with Carol Quitno, Beth Krogman, 

and Helen Beamish  

 

Motion to adjourn made by Varsie Geisler with a second 

from Cindy Vain. Approved at 9:15pm. Closing prayer 

was read by the vestry. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anita Biletzky 

Interim Clerk  

 
 

June Birthdays 

 1 John Castle 

 6 Barb Weaver 

 7 Bud Fredin 

 8 Brooke Koehnke 

 8 Oscar Boies 

 9 Allie Drake 

11 Pat Klein 

14 David Potter 

16 Rick Johnson 

17 Janice Abizaid 

25 David Roberts 

25 Fr. Mark Geisler 

26 Shela Coleman 

29 Caden Carrier 

 

June Anniversaries 

 2 John & Cindy Vain 

 2 Lamont & Joan Mommer 

15 Steve & Kathy Reid 

20 Daniel & Shannan Harley 

25 Larry & Dee Buttimer 

 

 



 

 

 

The garage/bake sale is Saturday, June 10th from 9am to 3pm.  There are city wide garage sales going on from June 8-

10th, so our timing is perfect! 

 

Parishioners can bring any amount of items for our sale, so bring as many or as few treasures as you'd like! 

 

 We will begin accepting items on Sunday, June 4th, and tables in Waterman Hall will be designated for 

garage sale items. 

 You do not need to price items, that will be done by the committee. 

On Sunday, June 4th items can be brought in from 8-1. 

 During the week of June 5-9th, you can drop items off on 

M-Thursday, 9am-1pm and 5pm-7pm and Friday, June 9th,  8am-3:00pm. 

 

Please bring items for the bake sale on Thursday or Friday. No need to cut and wrap your baked goods. 

 

 If you need help with your items, please let us know and we will make arrangements to pick them up for you. 

 

After the sale, if you'd like your items that do not sell back (and we'd like you to), please pick them up between 3;30 AND 

5:00pm on Saturday. After 5:00pm. we will load up the remaining items and take them to a local charity. 

 

As you can tell we will be needing (a lot of) assistance. There’s unpacking, setting up and organizing the tables, and the 

items will need to be priced. If you can volunteer any time listed above, please let Judy or Janet know.  Of course,  

‘feet on the floor’ on June 10 will be welcomed!! 

 

Items not allowed: 

Electronics (video games, DVD players, TVs, etc.) 

Clothes 

Furniture items 

 

We will also have coffee and water bottles for sale on Saturday, 

 

Between now and the sale, please save your plastic grocery bags, newspapers and boxes for wrapping and bagging items 

sold and bring them to the hall. 

 

This should be a fun project and a great way to raise money for our ECW!! 

 Feel free to contact Judy LaPorta (815)970-2015 or Janet Scherer (708) 220-7024 with any questions. 

Thank you!! 

 



 

Service Times for Summer: 

Sunday             No 8 o’clock service     June through 

September  

                           8:45 am   Zoom Service 

                           10:15 am   In-Person Rite II 

 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

9am-1pm Monday-Thursday 

9-11am Friday 

  

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

218 Somonauk Street 

Sycamore, Illinois 60178815-895-2227 

www.sycamorestpeters.org  

 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                               

918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  

Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 

815-766-0694 

Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    

Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Klein Admin. Assistant 

office@sycamorestpeters.org 

Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  

          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  

 

 

The Vestry of the Parish 

Varsie Geisler, Sr. Warden            815-766-1127 

Brian Duffy, Junior Warden 815-298-6182 

Stefanie Hill 815-761-5052 

Jenny Sidmore 815-501-0102 

Cindy Vain 815-899-1124 

John Vain 815-761-5169 

Lynne Roberts 815-751-7846 

 

Pat Klein, Treasurer 815-751-0722 

 

 

Finance Committee 

Pat Klein 

John Boies 

John Vain 

Varsie Geisler 

Barb Beasley 
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The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
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