
 

 

 

 

The Morning Star  
 

                PET BLESSING 

 

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, Fr. Georges 
will be offering a Blessing of the Animals on 
Saturday, October 12th at 11:00am. Bring your 
furry, hairy, feathered, or scaly friends (in 
containers or on leashes); pictures of pets and 
kids’ stuffed animals are also welcome.  Feel 
free to invite your family and friends to bring 
their fur babies for this special blessing which 
will take place on the porch of the parish hall. 
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   BISHOP SEARCH SESSION 

 

On Saturday, September 7th, St. Peter’s hosted 
a Listening Session for anyone wishing to share 
their thoughts and expectations for our new 
Bishop. Input received at the sessions will 
guide the committee as it writes the diocesan 
profile, a detailed description of the diocese 
that helps applicants learn more about the 
Diocese of Chicago and its people.   27 people 
from St. Peter’s and 6 other congregations were 
present, along with 4 members of the Bishop 
Search Committee.  John Vain from St. Peter’s 
is a member of the Search committee, so please 
feel free to contact John with any questions.  
Thank you, John for giving St. Peter’s an 
opportunity to host this important session. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

          PUMPKIN FEST                

          Is It Worth the Effort? 

A solar light above the bell tower door 

Light fixtures for the parish library 

Faucets in the parish kitchen 

A microwave oven for the parish kitchen 

Chairs for Waterman Hall 

Wooden storage cabinets for the lower level of 

the Parish House 

Artificial greenery to decorate the church for 

Advent and Christmas 

A large Christmas wreath for placement above 

the main doors of the church  

Repairs to the wooden ceiling of the library due 

to water damage 

Window well covers for the church and for the 

Parish House 

Painting and caulking of the windows in the 

parish library in preparation for the purchase 

of shades. 

 
What does this list represent? These projects 
have been completed with profits from 
Pumpkin Fest over the past years. Obviously, 
these improvements required hundreds and 
thousands of dollars. Because the Pumpkin 
Fest Committee had these funds available, our 
Building & Grounds Committee was able to use 
the funds allotted to them for the many other 
projects that require attention in the parish. 
Each year we encourage parishioners to 
become involved with Pumpkin Fest at St. 
Peter’s. Is it really worth the effort? After 
looking at the list above, most of us would 
emphatically answer that this is indeed an 
important fund-raising event for us that results 
in many positive improvements to the parish. 
Sign-up sheets have been placed in Waterman 
Hall in anticipation of this year’s Pumpkin Fest 
on Sunday, October 27. Please see what you 
might do to help us this year! 

   ELMWOOD CEMETERY 
PROJECT TO CONCLUDE ON 

November 3  

In the summer of 2018, funds were solicited to 
complete much needed improvements to the 
gravesite of the James and Abbie Waterman 
family in Elmwood Cemetery. With these 
donations we were able to arrange for the final 
projects to be accomplished this year. These 
included: the small headstones with initials 
that identify the members of the family were 
uniformly set; a large concrete step into the 
gravesite bearing the Waterman name was 
leveled; and the area of the site was graded and 
seeded. Previously, we had been able to repair 
the urn at the site and to add appropriate 
inscriptions on the family monument. With 
this work now done, we have completed this 
outward sign of our gratitude to the family who 
gave so much to create and sustain St. Peter’s 
Church. 

On Sunday, November 3 at 12:30 p.m. we 
invite parishioners to join with us at Elmwood 
Cemetery as we remember James and Abbie 
Waterman and we recognize the improvements 
that our parish has been able to accomplish in 
their memories. 

 

 

 

       ALL SOUL’S DAY PRAYERS 

On Sunday, November 3rd we will celebrate All 
Soul’s Day.  Please have the names of those you 
wish to be remembered to the office by October 
27th.   

 

 



 

           JOIN THE CHOIR!!!! 

 

Choir is just getting started and we need 
you!  We have several choirs to choose from 
depending on your desires.   

 

Festival Choir:  sings Christmas and Easter 

                           - rehearsals TBA 

 

Chancel Choir:  sings twice a month             

Chamber Choir: sings more difficult music 

Corpus Christi singers: lead singing during 
Communion 

 

Come to one of two rehearsals; either 
Wednesday night from 7:00 to 8:00pm or 
Sunday morning at 9:30 am.  

 

For more information contact Sarah 
Mendenhall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 

 

October Ladies’ Night Out will be held on 
Tuesday, October 8th at The Lodge on Rte. 64.  
Because this is a little further than we normally 
venture, we will meet at the parking lot of 
Waterman Hall at 5:30 sharp to car pool.  
Please join us and feel free to bring a friend.  
Sign-up sheets will be in Waterman Hall – 
please indicate if you will be carpooling – we 
don’t want to leave anyone behind!! 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 
16th!  The Daughters of the King will be hosting 
a Quiet Day, “Praying the Psalms in Color” 
from 9:30am to 11:30am. Contact Trisha Rusin 
with any questions at 630-31-3446.  More to 
follow……. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

For Immediate Release    
 DeKalb County North 

      
 CROP Hunger Walk - 50 Years of 
Helping  

      
 End Hunger One Step at a Time 

      
 Jean D. Evans 

      
 Phone: 815-751-5537 or 815-895-2617 

      
 Jeannied431@gmail.com 

 

SONDRA KING MEMORIAL CROP 
HUNGER WALK  

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF HUNGER 
RELIEF  

 

For fifty years, the people in DeKalb County have 
been participating in the CROP Hunger Walk.  The 
Walk raises funds to fight hunger both at home and 
around the world.  The Walk will take place this 
year on Sunday, October 6, 2019. Registration may 
be done online at www.crophungerwalk.org or at 
the Walk’s kick-off location, the First United 
Methodist Church of DeKalb at the corner of 4th 
and Oak Streets. Registration will begin at 1:00 
p.m. and the walk will step off (after a brief 
anniversary program) at 2:00. 

 

The spirit of this effort is reflected in the life of Dr. 
Sondra King in whose memory the walk was 
renamed. Dr. King was an Associate Professor of 
Nutrition at Northern Illinois University, 
specializing in nutrition and neo-natal health.  Her 
work took her to Central America, China, Ghana, 
Uzbekistan, and the Dominican Republic.  Locally, 
she was instrumental in developing a food pantry at 
her own church and was involved with the CROP 
Walk and its parent organization, Church World 

Service.  As part of this work, she helped raise 
awareness of hunger issues such as food insecurity 
at home and malnutrition beyond our country’s 
borders. 

 

Her lifelong passion for this work served as an 
inspiration to those participating in the CROP Walk 
(many of whom she recruited and are still walking 
today). As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Walk, we carry on her legacy of feeding the hungry.  
A quarter of the funds raised will remain in DeKalb 
County to address hunger issues here.  The funds 
will be distributed to Barb Food Mart, Hope Haven, 
Meals on Wheels, Safe Passage and the Sycamore 
UMC Food Pantry.  The remainder of the funds are 
used by Church World Service for sustainable 
hunger and nutrition programs, disaster assistance, 
and and building and improving water and 
sanitation systems abroad.   

 

For more information about the local walk, contact 
Lynne Roberts at lkr415@aol.com or 815-895-4196 
or Jean Evans at jeannied431@gmail.com or 815-
751-5537. Donations may also be made online at 
www.crophungerwalk.org.  As Dr. King’s daughter 
Kimi King states, “isn’t making a difference in the 
world something we can all agree on?” 

# # # 
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Minutes from the Vestry Meeting 

August 15, 2019 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Approved September 19, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by Junior 
Warden, Anita Biletzky.  Those present were:  
Donna Hill, Anita Bilezky, John Vain, Bronwyn 
Burgweger, Henry Vincent, Barbara Weaver, John 
Boies, Judy LaPorta, clerk. 
Absent were:  Phil Montgomery, Lynne Roberts, Fr. 
Georges 
Visitors:  Nancy Franke, Cindy Vain, Cynthia 
Dorband, Jane Ovitz 
 
A motion was made by Barbara Weaver, to approve 
the June minutes will corrections, seconded by 
Bronwyn Burgweger, and the motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  John Vain reported that our 
financials are in good shape, especially for July.  We 
had overages in snow removal this winder.  
Improvements to the Wetzel house to bring electric 
up to code will be paid by carryover and 
replenished by FPIF.  No extra bills are anticipated. 
Motion by John Boies to approve the Financial 
report, seconded by Bronwyn Burgweger, motion 
carried. 
 
Additions were made to the Agenda:  Old business, 
Waterman grave restoration, Gospel cover, and 
Security system were added. 
New business/open forum:  Lighting and Bishop 
search were added. 
Motion by Bronwyn Burgweger, seconded by 
Donna Hill, to approve the Agenda as amended.  
Motion carried. 
 
Junior Warden report:  Anita Biletzky reported that 
to bring the electric up to code in the Wetzel house, 
3 prong plugs needed to be replaced by 2 prong 
plugs.  3 prong plugs must be grounded, and they 
are not, so according to City code, and the City 
electrician, they must be changed to bring them up 
to code.   
There were 6 items in the inspection report that 
needed to be fixed.  A discussion ensued and John 
Vain said he would not vote to approve these 
repairs.  Henry Vincent said the Vestry should wait 
until the September Vestry meeting, when the fate 
of the Wetzel house would be determined.  Vestry 
clerk, Judy LaPorta read the portion of the minutes 
from the June meeting where Fr. Georges asked 
each vestry member if they were in agreement with 
the electrical repair being done and the money 
taken from carryover to bring the electric to code.  
Each member had agreed by saying yes.  Because it 

has been 60 days since that meeting and the 
electrical work has not been done, Henry Vincent 
moved that we wait until the September Vestry 
meeting to do any work on the Wetzel house.  John 
Vain seconded.  Those voting yeah were Donna 
Hill, Henry Vincent, John Vain and John Boies.  
Those voting nay were Anita Biletzky, Barbara 
Weaver, and Bronwyn Burgweger.  Motion carried. 
Anita Biletzky also reported that she had a list of 
concerns from the Potters regarding the Nolan 
house.  These included an outlet in a closet hanging 
by exposed wires, a broken window, crumbling 
inside the fireplace and other masonry issues.  
Donna Hill moved that B&G address those issues, 
get bids, and get things fixed.  Barbara Weaver 
seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Growth Committee:  Bronwyn Burgweger reported 
that Come Back and See cards would be mailed the 
first week of September to those members and non- 
members who have attended St. Peter’s in the past, 
but have not been active recently.   
Sunday School will start on Sept. 15th from 9:15-
10:05.  She has found a free program to use which 
will allow Sunday School funds to be used for 
supplies for projects.  Sunday School will be held 
weekly, except for those weeks with a 3 day 
weekend.  A full schedule will be available soon. 
 
Old Business: 
Waterman graves:  John Boies reported that the 
cemetery work is reaching an end.  The Waterman 
stones have had dates of birth and death added, 
family stones and the surrounding ground have 
been restored.  There was an overage of $1,001.43 
for the work completed.  John moved that the 
church pay for this bill, seconded by Bronwyn 
Burgweger and motion carried. 
 
Gospel book cover:  John Vain reported that 
enough money has been donated to purchase the 
cover at a cost of $2,995 plus the stand $235.00.  
Bronwyn Burgweger moved that the cover be 
ordered, Henry Vincent seconded, and the motion 
carried. 
 
Security:  Anita Biletzky reminded that vestry of the 
information that had been given regarding an alarm 
system for the church and parish house.  She will 
ask the representative to give a presentation at the 
October meeting. 
 
Rental Properties:  Donna Hill reported that Liane 
O’Keefe will be doing a walk through of the two 
rental properties to determine market value for 
each.  Donna had a conversation with Fr. Georges 
in which she was told that committee should 



 

determine three recommendations and present 
them to the vestry.  Donna’s opinion was that the 
committee should present the pros and cons for 
each of the three recommendations, and give their 
decision on one for vote.  A show of hands 
determined that all vestry members were in 
agreement.  The vestry should be give one option 
for vote. 
 
Church photo directory:  Judy LaPorta presented 
information regarding a photo directory for St. 
Peter’s.  At its las meeting, the ECW had agreed to 
spearhead this project which would provide the 
photo directory with contact information, a free 
directory and 8x10 photo for each family, along 
with the ability to purchase additional pictures, 
including photo Christmas Cards.  Visitor Cindy 
Vain said that there was too much going on in the 
upcoming months and that the ECW would not 
have enough people to run this project. A 
discussion followed and the project was tabled. 
 
Stewardship letter:  The Stewardship letter to 
parishioners had been previously sent to all vestry 
members for review.  All agreed the letter was very 
well written.  John Boies moved that the vestry 
approve the letter, Barb Weaver seconded, and the 
motion carried. 
 
Pumpkinfest:  Cindy Vain reported that the funds 
from Pumpkinfest would be used to install solar 
shades in the sky room.  Window trim would be 
cleaned and painted and wood trim painted and 
scraped.  Because the funds would come from 
Pumpkinfest income, no vote was needed. 
 
Lighting:  John Vain reported that a plan for 
improving outside lighting was needed.  B&G and 
R&R will get together to get ideas and bids. 
 
Bishop search – John Vain reported that On 
Saturday, Sept. 7th at 1:00pm, St. Peter’s will host a 
review session.  All are encouraged to attend and 
other Episcopal churches are invited. 
 
Anita Biletzky reported that St. Peter’s purchased 
12 gym uniforms for children affected by the St. 
Alban’s fire.  Funds were taken from the 
discretionary fund for this purchase. 
 
Bronwyn Burgweger moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, Henry Vincent seconded the motion, 
and the motion carried.   
The meeting adjourned at 9:16 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy LaPorta 
Vestry Clerk 

                                    

 
Prayer Corner 
 

A Prayer of Affirmation 
As we begin our day,   
Give us your peace.   
 As we pause this morning,    
Give us your peace.    
As we do the work you have given us to do,  Give us 
your peace.    
For all places of need in this world, 
Give us your peace.   
 In trusting you, O God, to care for your 
 children,   
 Give us your peace.   
 As we seek wholeness, 
 Give us your peace.   
 As we reflect on your presence,  
 Let us be peace for others.  
 

Prayer of St. Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, 
as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

 



 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

COMMITTEE 

 

 
RED BOWL OFFERING 

The Red Bowl Offering was implemented to 
help the parishioners of St. Peter's learn about 
chosen charitable organizations and how they 
help people in need, and to offer 
opportunities to make donations to those 
organizations. The Red Bowl Offering is 
located in the back of the church, and 
donations are designated monthly to local, 
national or international organizations that 
can benefit from our help. September will be 
the last month for the Red Bowl donations in 
2019. 

 
This month Grace Place Campus Ministry at NIU 
will receive a check for $707, $500 from the 
Christian Outreach Committee and $207 from 
the July Red Bowl Colle ction. Thank you to all 
parishioners who donated to this community 
organization fighting hunger locally. 

 
The September Red Bowl Offering will be 
designated to the DeKalb Sondra King 
Memorial CROP Hunger Walk. The CROP 
Hunger Walk is a community-wide event  
sponsored by Church World Service and 
organized by area religious groups, businesses, 
and others to raise funds to end hunger in the 
United States and around the world. This 
year's event takes place on Sunday, October 6,  
with the starting and ending point at the First 
United Methodist Church of DeKalb, 317 
North Fourth Street, DeKalb, IL. Two routes 
will be offered: one mile and 4.25 miles, with 
rest stops at St. Paul's Episcopal Church and 
the First Congregational Church in DeKalb. 
Check out the website at 
https:ljwww.crophungerwalk.org/dekalb1I. 
We are looking for both walkers for the St. 
Peters Rocks team and sponsors. Please 
consider becoming involved in this 

community-based event in some way and 
join the fun of walking with community 
members interested in ending hunger 
 in Northern DeKalb County and world -wide! 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
HOPE HAVEN DINNERS 

St. Peter's continues to provide a meal for the 
community homeless at Hope Haven on the 
4th Wednesday of each month. Needed 
volunteers include a chair for each month and 
persons to prepare or purchase food. Chair 
volunteers choose a recipe, make 
announcements at services, remind voluntee,rs 
and take the dinner to Hope Haven, located in 
DeKalb, by 5pm. The monthly recipe and sign-
up sheets through 2019 are located in 
Waterman Hall. Food donations should be 
brought to the kitchen by 3:00pm. Please help 
the Outreach Committee provide one meal each 
month to our area homeless at Hope Haven. 

 
 

SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 

St. Peter's Church helps to supply the food 
pantry at the First Methodist Church in 
Sycamore through weekly donations. Copies of 
the "Top Ten List" for pantry needs can be found 
at the back of the church and in Waterman Hall. 
Donations can be brought to Waterman Hall or 
placed in the food baskets in the Narthex of the 
church. We need to help fill the pantry shelves to 
prepare for the fall months to support our 
community area needs. 

 
*The Outreach Committee is also looking for 
more volunteers to transport food donations to 
the Sycamore Food Pantry. Donations can be 
received at the Sycamore Methodist Church any 
day of the week. Please see the sign-up sheet in 
Waterman Hall. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD- 
CHRISTMAS BOXES 

The Christian Outreach Committee will 
sponsor the opportunity to fill a shoebox sixed 
plastic box for a child living in a third world 
country. The Committee will provide boxes, 
lists of suggestion items for each age group and 
the fee involved. Participants will need to cover 
the cost of the box items, about a minimum of 
$25. We will be able to track our boxes and 
discover which country they are sent to. This 
project will kick off in October, so please watch 
for bulletin announcements and a display in 
Waterman Hall. Our goal is to fill 25 boxes! 

 
*For parishioners who do not want to fill a 
shoebox, the Salvation Army Tag Tree will also 
be offered in Waterman Hall around 
Thanksgiving. 

 
 

FEED MY STARVING PEOPLE 

The local Mobile Packing Event will be held 
November 14-17 at The Suter Company, located 
at 1015 West Bethany Road in Sycamore . 
Volunteers will hand pack meals that partners 
distribute in schools, orphanages, clinics and 
feeding programs around the word to deliver 
hope and break the cycle of poverty. Contact the 
website at the Suter Company to sign up for a 
shift. Christine DeVlieger is the volunteer 
coordinator and can be reached at 
cdevlieger@suterco.com Registration begins six 
weeks before the Mobile Pack event begins. 
Plan ahead to be a part of this world wide effort 
to end hunger! 

 
Donations are also welcome on-line. $88 feeds a 
child for one year. $365 feeds a family for a 
year. 91% of donations are spent directly on meal 
preparation . This event always receives highest 
awards of integrity and trust worthiness. 

 
 

 
The next meeting of the 

Christian Outreach Committee will 
be held on Wednesday, October 16, 
12 Noon in Waterman Hall.  Please 
feel free to join us!  
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October Birthdays 
 
 1  Jacquelynn Drake    
 2 Joseph Brown 
 3 Kristen Borre 
 4 Nancy Castle  
 4 Ann Zimmerman Wilt          
 5 Barbara Hulseberg 
14 Larry Dirst 
18 Danielle Blakeslee 
 21 Henry Burgweger III 
 21 Philip Montgomery 
 23   Heather Laub 
 23       Cynthia Vain 
 23 Hannah Hill 
 26 Michael Blakeslee 
 26   John Hulseberg 
 27 Gerald Dettloff 
 27        John Vain II 
 28        Bob Drake 
 29        Tamara Newquist 
 30        Bill Nicklas 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

   3       Nicholas & Amanda Klein 
   3 Mark & Sarah Mendenhall 
  6 David & Anne Ovitz Ayres 
  6 Howard & Tamara Newquist    

   9       Al & Anneliese Masco   
  11       Dan & Jenny Sidmore 
 11       Shannon & Mitch Egler 
 16       Chris & Denielle Noe 
 23       Robert & Shirley Hamill 
 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org     
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
Larry Dirst 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        
          Days  in office: Monday, Tuesday  

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

                                          

The Morning Star  

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta    Editor 
Circulation: Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol 
Quitno, Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy 
Franke    
Deadline for submission of articles  

    5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org or place them in the 
Parish Office mailbox in Waterman Hall by the 15th 
of the month. All articles are subject to editing for 
length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Lynne Roberts 815-895-4196 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain                     815-899-1124 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill 815-739-1493 
John Vain, Treasurer                             815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk        815-970-2015 
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                


