
 

 

  The Morning Star  
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 As a December is a month of 
holiness of Advent and Christmas season, 
let us prepare our hearts, minds and souls 
to accept the Lord Jesus who comes to 
give us a light and life. I would like to give 
you as a spiritual reading for this month 
from a discourse on the Psalms by Saint 
Augustine, bishop. 
All the trees of the forest will exult before 
the face of the Lord, for he has come, he 
has come to judge the earth (Ps 96:12-
13). He has come the first time, and he 
will come again. At his first coming, his 
own voice declared in the gospel: 
Hereafter you shall see the Son of Man 
coming upon the clouds ( MT 26:64). 
What does he mean by hereafter? Does he 
not mean that the Lord will come at a 
future time when all the nations of the 
earth will be striking their breasts in 
grief? Previously he came through his 
preachers, and he filled the whole world. 
Let us not resist his first coming, so that 
we may not dread the second. 
What then should the Christian do? He 
ought to use the world, not become its 
slave. And what does this mean? It means 
having, as though not having. So says the  

December 2019 
Apostle ( 1 Cor 7:29-32): My brethren, the 
appointed time is short: from now on let 
those who have wives live as though they 
had none; and those who mourn as 
though they were not mourning; and 
those who rejoice as though they were 
not rejoicing; and those who buy as 
though they had no goods; and those 
who deal with this world as though they 
had no dealings with it. For the form of 
this world is passing away. But I wish 
you to be without anxiety. He who is 
without anxiety waits without fear until 
his Lord comes. For what sort of love of 
Christ is it to fear his coming? Brothers, 
do we not have to blush for shame? We 
love him, yet we fear his coming. Are we 
really certain that we love him? Or do we 
love our sins more? Therefore let us hate 
our sins and love him who will exact 
punishment for them. He will come 
whether we wish it or not. Do not think 
that because he is not coming just now, he 
will not come at all. He will come, you 
know not when; and provided he finds 
you prepared, your ignorance of the time 
of his coming will not be held against you. 
All the trees of the forest will exult. He 
has come the first time, and he will come 
again to judge the earth; he will find those 



 

rejoicing who believed in his first coming, 
for he has come. He will judge the world 
with equity and the peoples in his truth, 
(Ps 96,13). What are equity and truth? He 
will gather together with him for the 
judgment his chosen ones, but the others 
he will set apart; for he will place some on 
his right, others on his left. What is more 
equitable, what more true than that they 
should not themselves expect mercy from 
the judge, who themselves were unwilling 
to show mercy before the judge’s coming. 
Those, however, who were willing to show 
mercy will be judged with mercy. For it 
will be said to those placed on his right: 
Come, blessed of my Father, take 
possession of the kingdom which has 
been prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world. And he reckons 
to their account their works of mercy: For 
I was hungry and you gave me food to 
eat; I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 
(Mt 25:35-40) 
What is imputed to those placed on his 
left side? That they refused to show 
mercy. And where will they go? Depart 
into the everlasting fire. The hearing of 
this condemnation will cause much 
wailing. But what has another psalm 
said? The just man will be held in 
everlasting remembrance; he will not 
fear the evil report. What is the evil 
report? Depart into the everlasting fire, 
which was prepared for the devil and his 
angels. Whoever rejoices to hear the good 
report will not fear the bad. This is equity, 
this is truth. 
Or do you, because you are unjust, expect 
the judge not to be just? Or because you 
are a liar, will the truthful one not be 
true? Rather, if you wish to receive mercy, 
be merciful before he comes; forgive 
whatever has been done against you; give 
of your abundance. Of whose possessions 
do you give, if not from his? If you were to 
give of your own, it would be largess; but 
since you give of his, it is restitution. For 
what do you have, that you have not 
received? These are the sacrifices most 
pleasing to God: mercy, humility, praise, 
peace, charity. Such as these, then, let us 
bring and, free from fear, we shall await 
the coming of the judge who will judge 

the world in equity and the peoples in his 
truth. 
 Fr. Georges 

 Pumpkin Fest 2019 

We are pleased to share with the parish news 
of another successful Pumpkin Fest event. 
Sunday, October 27 brought good weather 
with a comfortable temperature and no 
precipitation. This allowed us to raise a 
sizeable amount of money for St. Peter’s. We 
sold almost everything that we had to offer! 
We were able to achieve sales of 
approximately $1,200.00.We greatly 
appreciate the generosity of our parishioners 
in offering their time, effort, and donations in 
helping us to maintain our food booth 
through another year. Those parishioners 
who were able to assist by helping with set-
up, the baking of pumpkin squares, working 
in the kitchen and in Waterman Hall, acting 
as cashiers, or serving our customers, very 
much enjoyed their work. It is always a 
pleasant task when we work together for the 
parish. The rewards are many.  

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 
         A BIG THANK YOU  

To all who helped out with Pumpkin Fest!  
Whether you baked or cut pumpkin 
squares, made brats and hot dogs, coffee 
or any of the many items for sale, worked 
the booth, set up or tore down, 
contributed financially, or did any of the 
other important chores necessary to make 
Pumpkin Fest a success, we appreciate 
you!   

This is just a few of the many hands that 
made this event so successful.   

 



 

 

 

 

Just a heads up! Cursillo is starting again 
and all are welcome to come. 

The weekend will be starting April 30th to 
Sunday May 3rd 

We will have training for previous 
Cursillistas who wish to work the 

weekend 

here at Saint Peter’s. If you have been to a 
weekend and would like to join the team 

Please contact Al Masco 630-745-1949 

 

 

OUR THANKSGIVING ALTAR 

 

 

 

 

 

VESTRY QUALIFICATIONS 

 

The Vestry is the governing body of the 
church.  Members of the Vestry are 
responsible for all temporal matters of the 
church. 

There are three vestry positions open for 
election at the 2019 annual meeting 
which will be held on January 26, 2020.  
Each position is for a term of three years.  
Eligible candidates must be at least 
sixteen years of age. The qualifications for 
election to the Vestry are the same as 
those of Member in Good standing as 
stated in the Bylaws of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church.  A member is in good 
standing if he or she has received Holy 
Communion in the Church at least three 
times during the preceding year and has 
otherwise been faithful in corporate 
worship, unless for good cause prevented, 
and has been faithful in working, praying, 
and giving for the spread of the Kingdom 
of God; and if his or her name appears on 
the books of the Treasurer as having 
contributed by pledge or monetary 
donation to the operating funds of the 
Parish during the six months immediately 
preceding the meeting; and in addition, if 
he or she declares his or her willingness 
to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and 
worship of The Episcopal Church. 

All interested candidates should express 
their interest to Bronwyn Burgweger, 
Henry Vincent, or Barbara Weaver. 

Each candidate should provide their 
picture and a brief bio to the office by 
Friday, December 20th.   

Thank you for considering this important 
position for St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. 

 



 

Elmwood Cemetery Project 

Concluded on November 3 

In the summer of 2018, funds were solicited to 
complete much needed improvements to the 
gravesite of the James and Abbie Waterman 
family in Elmwood Cemetery. With these 
donations we were able to arrange for the final 
projects to be accomplished this year. These 
included: the small headstones with initials 
that identify the members of the family were 
uniformly set; a large concrete step into the 
gravesite bearing the Waterman name was 
leveled; and the area of the site was graded and 
seeded. Previously, we had been able to repair 
the urn at the site and to add appropriate 
inscriptions on the family monument. With 
this work now done, we have completed this 
outward sign of our gratitude to the family who 
gave so much to create and sustain St. Peter’s 
Church. 

On Sunday, November 3 we invited 
parishioners to join with us as we remembered 
James and Abbie Waterman and we recognized 
the improvements that our parish had been 
able to accomplish in their memories. 

After a brief service at the Waterman gravesite, 
parishioners were then invited to visit the 
graves and learn of the years of service of Fr. 
Norman Burke, Fr. Martin Sorenson, Fr. Frank 
Weichlein, and Fr. Paul Emenheiser. 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
Red Bowl Offering 
The Red Bowl Offering was implemented to 
help the parishioner of St. Peter’s learn about 
chosen charitable organizations and how they 
help people in need, and to offer opportunities 
to make donations to those organizations.  The 
Red Bowl Offering is located in the back of the 
church, and donations are designated monthly 
to local, national or international organizations 
that can benefit from our help.   
The Red Bowl Offerings have ended for 2019 as 
we prepare for the Baby Diaper/Wipes project, 
to begin in early 2020. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Hope Haven Dinners 
St. Peter’s continues to proved a meal for the 
community homeloess at Hope Haven on the 
4th Wednesday of each month.  Needed 
volunteers include a chair for each month and 
persons to prepare or purchase food.  Chair 
volunteers choose a recipe, make 
announcements at services, remind volunteers, 
and take the dinner to Hope Haven, located in 
DeKalb, by 5pm.  The monthly recipe and sign-
up sheets through January of 2020 are located 
in Waterman Hall.  Food donations should be 
brought to the kitchen by 3:00pm.  Please help 
the Outreach Committee provide one meal 
each month to our area homeless at Hope 
Haven. 

Sycamore Food Pantry 

St. Peter’s Church helps to supply the food 
pantry at the First Methodist Church in 
Sycamore through weekly donations.  Copies of 
the “Top Ten List” for pantry needs can be 
found at the back of the church and in 
Waterman Hall. Donations can be brought to 
Waterman Hall or placed in the food baskets in 
the Narthex of the church.  We need to help fill 
the pantry shelves to prepare for the upcoming 
holidays to support our community area needs. 

*****The Outreach Committee continues to 
need more volunteers to transport food 
donations to the Sycamore Food Pantry.  
Donations can be received at the Sycamore 



 

Methodist Church any day of the week.  Please 
see the sign-up sheet in Waterman Hall.***** 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – 
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

Thank you to the parishioners who chose to fill 
a shoebox for a child in a third world country.  
St. Peter’s will take a dozen boxes to the drop 
off location!  Boxes will be tracked and we will 
find out where our shoeboxes went in early 
2020. 

FEED MY STARVING PEOPLE 

The local Mobile Packing Event was held 
November 14-17 at the Suter Company, located 
at 1015 W. Bethany Road in Sycamore.  
Volunteers hand packed meals that will be 
distributed in schools, orphanages, clinics and 
feeding programs around the world to deliver 
hope and break the cycle of poverty. Father 
Georges, Maha, Judy LaPorta, John Vain and 
son John, and Jean Erlenborn were among the 
volunteers that worked a shift packing meals.  
Thank you for your efforts! 

 

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE TAGS 

The Salvation Army Tag tree went up in 
Waterman Hall before Thanksgiving.  Tags for 
boys and girls from ages newborn through 
fourteen were available for parishioners to 
chose and provide a gift of a toy or clothing.  St. 
Peter’s will support 12 local area children in 
need an help them experience a memorable 
Christmas this year.  Unwrapped gifts with the 
tag are to be brought back to Waterman Hall by 
Sunday, December 8. 

The next meeting of the Christian 
Outreach Committee will be held on 
Wednesday, December 18, 12 Noon in 
Waterman Hall.  Please feel free to join 
us! 

 

 

Minutes from the Vestry Meeting 
September 19, 2019 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Approved 10/24/19 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by 
Senior Warden Phil Montgomery. 
Those present were:  Donna Hill, John Vain, Henry 
Vincent, Barbara Weaver, John Boies, Lynne 
Roberts, Phil Montgomery, Anita Biletzky, 
Bronwyn Burgweger, Fr. Georges, and Judy 
LaPorta, Vestry clerk. 
Guest:  Jane Ovitz 
Phil Montgomery moved that the Agenda be 
approved, John Boies seconded, and the motion 
carried. 
Anita Biletzky moved to approve the minutes of the 
August meeting.  Henry Vincent seconded, and the 
motion carried. 
Treasurer’s Report – John Vain reported that the 
finances are in good order.  Expenses exceeded 
income this month, but year to date is positive.  
Budget preparation will soon begin.  Snow removal 
and lawn service was over budget this year.  
Rector’s insurance will be up by $1,500.00 in 2020.  
John Boies, John Vain, and Larry Smith met with 
the trust department and will be moving money out 
of bonds into equity.  $856.46 interest was earned 
which does not show up on the report due to a 
Quick Book error.  Committee heads have been 
contacted for their 2020 budget numbers. 
John Boies moved to approve the Treasurer’s 
report, seconded by Bronwyn Burgweger, motion 
carried. 
Phil Montgomery thanked Anita Biletzky for her 
work with the young acolytes, it is good to see them 
on the altar. 
Building and Grounds:  Report attached. 
A discussion was held regarding the Wetzel house.  
The October 17th vestry meeting will begin at 6:30 
to allow time for the committee presentation and 
discussion.   
Bronwyn Burgweger moved that the committee 
present one recommendation with explanation of 
the reasoning behind it and also have a back-up.  
Henry Vincent seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
Worship Committee:  Barbara Weaver reported 
that the Worship committee met on 9/11.  UTO in- 
gathering will be Oct. 22nd and 29th.  The church 
picnic will be September 29th.  An 8:00 service will 
be held at the church and the 10:15 at the 
Burgweger farm. 
The DAR is having a special meeting in Waterman 
Hall on Oct. 5th so the Blessing of the Pets will be on 
10/6.   
Pumpkinfest is 10/27 and we will have one service 



 

 at 9:00am.   
November 3rd we will celebrate All Saints/Souls Day 
with one service at 10:15. At 12:30 on that day we 
will view the Waterman grave site. 
There will not be a Thanksgiving service on 11/28. 
Bible Study ends on 11/13. 
The line for the Healing Services was discussed, as  
there seems to be some congestion in the center 
aisle.  Ushers will be asked for recommendations. 
St. Peter’s was offered a free piano, but after  
members of the Worship committee viewed the 
piano, the offer was declined.  The piano was old 
and would not add to our music.  In the future a 
keyboard with other sounds may be added. 
The choir now has 4 separate choirs for different 
purposes and talent. 
Growth Committee:  Bronwyn Burgweger reported 
that the Come Back & See cards were mailed.  More 
will be mailed as addresses become available. 
A young adult youth group was discussed – possibly 
a game night with pizza.  Sunday school has been 
going well and the lower level decorated for the 
children. 
Sermons are being filmed and posted to Facebook. 
 
Outreach – Report attached 
 
Caregivers/Outreach – Lynne Roberts reported that 
Al Masco has been visiting shut-ins in Fr. Georges’ 
absence. 
Seasonal cards will be going out to shut ins. 
Diapers, wipes, and baby food will be available for 
community moms at the end of October. 
Boxes for the Shoebox ministry will available in 
October and collected in November.  We will once 
again have the Salvation Army Angel tree. 
The Crop Walk is on Oct. 6th, there are one mile and 
4.2-mile routes. 
Feed My Starving Children will again have their 
mobile packing at Suter’s from 11/14-17.  Anyone 
interested in helping can go to the Suter website to 
sign up. 
The next meeting will be on October 16th.   
 
Rector report – Fr. Georges reported that he 
enjoyed his vacation.  He celebrated his 25th 
anniversary of his ordination with his family.  

He celebrated at Oak Crest and had 9 people this 
month. 

On October 18th Fr. Georges will be the Bishop’s 
guest at the fundraising dinner. 

ECW supplied refreshments for the Listening 
Session and people from 7 churches attended. 

There were questions about our cleaning service 
and Fr. Georges will meet with the Kleins to discuss 
their duties.   

New business: 

Cemetery project – John Boies reported that a 
parishioner donation paid for the project.  Prior to 
November 3rd, he would like to have the stone and 
granite fence power washed.  John moved that the 
main obelisk and granite fence be power washed at 
a cost of $450.00.  Bronwyn Burgweger seconded 
and the motion carried.  It was mentioned that the 
cemetery is located on what once was the Boies 
farm. 

Building security – see attached report.  This was 
tabled until the 2020 budget meeting. 

The 2019 convention registration is due by Oct. 1st 
to get the early bird discount.   

Outside lighting – see attached.  Anita presented 
outside lighting options for the front of Waterman 
hall and the crucifix.  Funds for this project could 
be taken from the Krogman memorial, as it was to 
be used for B&G.  Cost would be approx. 4,525.00  
Barbara Weaver moved that the lighting be 
installed with funds from the Krogman memorial, 
upon Krogman family approval.  Bronwyn 
Burgweger seconded and the motion carried. 

There will be 3 vestry openings in 2020.  
Nominating committee will be Bronwyn 
Burgweger, Henry Vincent, and Barb Weaver, as 
their terms will be up. 

John Boies moved that the meeting be adjourned, 
Bronwyn Burgweger seconded and the motion 
carried.  After a closing prayer, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta 
Vestry Clerk 

 

                

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

This night I hold an old accustom'd feast Whereto I have invited many a guest, Such as I love, and you, 
among the store. One more, most welcome, makes my numbers more.~~ Wm. Shakespeare 

 
 

St. Nicholas Festival Dinner 
Fri., Dec. 6, 2019 Eucharist at 6 p.m ~ dinner follows 

Scrumptious buffet  Live piano  Christmas carols  
 

Please bring: 
+ Unwrapped toy for a needy child to be brought forward and blessed at the Eucharist 

+A generous dish to pass (side dish or salad or dessert) 
 

Traditional ham rolls entree & beverages will be provided.    If you desire wine, kindly 
bring your own and label the bottle. 

 
       It takes many hands to prepare for this festive event. 

Here's how you can help: 

Sun. Dec. 1         Ladies to decorate the tree following Coffee hour and  
                              Men to arrange tables and chairs.                                          
Thurs Dec. 5      9:30 am. Set the tables – tablecloths, placemats, napkins, silver              
                   ware, centerpieces.  Candles will be provided.  What Fun!!                   
   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH DECEMBER SERVICES 

 

 

December 1  I Advent  8:00 AM Rite I     10:15 AM 
Rite II 

December 6  Feast of St. Nicholas Dinner follows service    6:00 PM 
Rite II 

December 8  II Advent  8:00 AM Rite I     10:15 AM 
Rite II 

December 15  III Advent  Lessons & Carols     10:15 AM 

December 22  IV Advent  8:00 AM Rite I     10:15 AM 
Rite II 

December 24  Christmas Eve        4:30 PM 

December 25  Christmas Day        9:00 AM 

December 29  First Sunday after Christmas Day      10:15 AM 

 
  



 

December Birthdays 
 
 6   Tyler Drake 
 6   Jerry Lane  
10   Kelly Potter 
10  Dallas Duffy 
11   Olivia Mae Zimmerman 
13  Bryant Mommer 
15  Madison Riego 
16  Janis FitzHenry 
18  Rune Nelson 
19  Caitlyn Brown 
23  Carol Wells 
23  Bronwyn Burgweger 
23  Linda Saxer 
26  Neve Crittenden 
28  Jane Ovitz  
28 Colby Newquist 
30  Beth Krogman 
30  Beata Boies 
30 Sandra Minor  
 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
Larry Dirst 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  

                                             

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days  in office: Monday, Tuesday  

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta    Editor 
Circulation: Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol 
Quitno, Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy 
Franke    
Deadline for submission of articles  

    5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org or place them in the 
Parish Office mailbox in Waterman Hall by the 15th 
of the month. All articles are subject to editing for 
length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Lynne Roberts 815-895-4196 
Barbara Weaver 815-895-4324 
John Vain                     815-899-1124 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill 815-739-1493 
John Vain, Treasurer                             815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk        815-970-2015 
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  218 Somonauk Street 
  Sycamore, IL 60178 
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 

 
                               


