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Parish Pot Luck January 8th 
 
The holidays are over and we’ve all survived! Let’s 
celebrate with a shared dinner.  Join us at 6:00 pm 
with a dish to share and your appetite!  Come and 
meet, greet, and eat!   

 
Christmas at St. Peter’s 
I would like to thank everyone who made our  
Christmas services so special this year.  Thank you 
to the altar guild who dressed the altar so 
magnificently and prepared it for our Christmas 
services.  Thank you to those who gave dedications 
to adorn the church so beautifully: to the choir and 
musicians who provided beautiful music and song 
to help us glorify God: to our Sunday school 
teachers, their helpers, and our beautiful children: 
to all those who helped decorate the church and 
Waterman Hall: and to all who came and 
worshiped with us on these special days, and those 
who brought their families and friends to join us.  
You all truly made this a wonderful Christmas at St. 
Peter’s and I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. 
 
 
Fr. Georges  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Choir Practice will resume on Wednesday, January 
15th at 7:00pm in the music room.  New Choir 
members are welcome!! 

 
 

 



 

 
Dedications for Christmas Greens 

 

 

Helen Beamish  In memory of Loyd Beamish 

 

John & Nancy Castle For Peace on earth and to St. Peters and its lay ministry who give so generously of 
their time and effort 

 
Jacquie & Bob Drake                In thanksgiving for our grandchildren: 

              Tyler, Allie, Drake & Neve 
 
Ann & John Engstrom In thanksgiving for our family and friends 
 
Jean Erlenborn In memory of and thanksgiving for The Erlenborn, Varty, Morris, Moir, Uhrine, 

and Hass families 
 
Mark & Varsie Geisler In thanksgiving for family, our St. Peter’s family, the music program, and the 

many blessings of life 
 
Robert & Shirley Hamill          In memory of Joseph & Margaret Lee 
 
Donna Hill, Janet Long and  In memory of Jeannette B. Lee and Charles  
and their families W. Lee 
 
Pat Knudsen                               In memory of Ken Knudsen, Vincent & Helen 
                                                      St. Aubin, and Bob Marks 

 
Judy LaPorta                              In thanksgiving for my grandchildren                                                       
 
Barbara Morton                         In memory of LaVerne and Herbert Selman 
 
Linda Saxer                                 In memory of Robert Saxer 
 
Karl & Shirley Schwarz 
 
The Vain Family                        In memory of our loved ones, especially  

                           Betty B. Lipomas this season 
 
Barbara Weaver                         In memory of John O. Weaver 
 
Anonymous donor                    In memory of Ken Mundy 
 
The wreaths on the church doors are given in loving memory of Barbara 
 Griffith by her family 
 

                                                                          

   



 

Our Annual Meeting has been set 
for Sunday, January 26, 2020 

There will be one service at 9:00 am followed by 
brunch and our meeting. 

Candidates for Vestry  

      Henry Burgweger II 

     

 
I was born on February 19TH, 1946 in Evanston, 
Illinois. I was Baptized in Christ Church in 
Winnetka, Illinois. Ever since then, I have been a 
member of St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Sycamore, 
Illinois. I attended many years of Sunday School, 
got my God and Country award through St. Peter's, 
took my Confirmation classes and was Confirmed 
by Bishop Frank Burrill. Through my many years at 
St. Peters, I have been an Acolyte, served on Vestry, 
served on a Search Committee, served on Building 
and Grounds Committee for many years, taught 
Sunday School for a short period, and have been 
involved in numerous activities in and around St. 
Peter's over many years. I have also served on many 
other boards in the Community and Dekalb County 
over many years. I have been a member of this 
Parish all my life and will continue to call St. Peter's 
my Christian Home. 
Thank You, 

Henry Burgweger II 

 

 

 

      Varsie Geisler 
 

            
 
 
Hello! My name is Varsie Garab Geisler and I’m 
interested in serving on the vestry at St. Peter’s. I’m 
a life-long Episcopalian, I am the child of an 
Episcopal priest, and I’m the wife of an Episcopal 
priest. I have never served on a vestry. Shortly after 
I began attending St. Peter’s regularly, it became 
clear that I had found a new church home and 
family. I view serving on the vestry as a way of 
being a working member of the family. Let me tell 
you a little about myself. 

 
After meeting in the choir at St. Paul’s DeKalb in 
1984, Mark and I were married at St. Peter’s in 
April of 1987. We’ve lived in the northwest suburbs, 
Alexandria, VA, Wheaton, IL, Fort Wayne, IN, 
DeKalb, Ottawa, IL, and are now back in DeKalb. 
We have one daughter, Suzanne, who is a recently 
minted bilingual licensed professional counselor. 
Although I am a proofreader and copy editor by 
education and trade, since beginning work at NIU 
20 years ago, I have served in several roles, most 
recently as the budget and personnel person for the 
School of Health Studies. I enjoy working in 
academia and interacting with faculty, staff and, 
especially, college students. 

 
In addition to being married at St. Peter’s, the 
memorial services for both of my parents were held 
at St. Peter’s. I feel strongly about giving back to the 
parish that has given me so much. Singing in the 
choir brings me great joy and allows me to go to 
one of my happy places. Serving on the vestry 
would allow me to help my family in a new and 
different way. 

 
 
 
 

                
  



 

 

St. Peter Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes 

November 21, 2019 
Approved December 19, 2019 

 

Present: Phil Montgomery, Anita Biletzky, 
Barbara Weaver, John Vain, John Boies, Lynne 
Roberts, Henry Vincent, Donna Hill, Fr. 
Georges Jallouf. 

Absent: Bronwyn Burgweger 

Visitor: Jane Ovitz 

The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. 
with prayer led by Fr. Georges.  

Changes in the proposed agenda were 
offered by Phil Montgomery who moved the 
acceptance of these changes. John Vain 
seconded the motion which was then approved. 

The minutes of the October 24, 2019 
meeting were reviewed with one change 
suggested by Barbara Weaver. The sentence 
beginning with ”Vestry members had been 
given the report…” should be changed to: 
“Vestry members had been given the report by 
the Wetzel House committee headed by Donna 
Hill, and including Henry Burgweger, Larry 
Dirst and Ann Engstrom.” Phil Montgomery 
moved that the change be made and this was 
seconded by John Vain. This was approved. 

The Treasurer’s report was made by John 
Vain. Through October, finances are generally 
in good order. Pledge, plate giving, and trust 
fund income are on track for budgeted goals. 
Expenses are generally in line with the budget 
with a few exceptions. 

The process for creating the 2020 budget will 
begin soon with a proposed budget to be 
presented to the Vestry at the December 
meeting. Committees of the church have been 
requested to submit their financial needs for 
the next year to the Finance Committee. 

A report of responses to the 2020 Stewardship 
Campaign finds that at this time 39 pledges 
have been received. In 2019 there were a total 
of 49 pledges made. Discussion is continuing as 
to how best to contact those persons who have 
not yet pledged; appreciation will also be 

extended to those parishioners who have 
already made a pledge. 

John Boies moved that the report of the 
Treasurer be approved and this was seconded 
by Henry Vincent. The motion was accepted. 

The Junior Warden’s written report 
covering the months of October and November 
was presented to each Vestry member. Anita 
Biletzky also discussed items of the report. Phil 
Montgomery complimented Anita for the 
considerable efforts that she makes to 
accomplish the work of maintaining the 
parish’s buildings and grounds. 

The Senior Warden announced that Fr. 
Mark Geisler will attend vestry meetings 
beginning in February. This is a responsibility 
of Fr. Mark as he assumes the position of 
Assistant to the Rector. Deacon Dee Goodale 
has now been assigned to serve as the deacon 
of the parish. She had previously served in this 
position before a transfer to the Church of St. 
Benedict in Bolingbrook. The assignments of 
Fr. Mark and Deacon Dee have been made 
through Bishop Lee in consultation with Fr. 
Georges. No compensation is involved with 
these positions. 

Committee Reports 

The Outreach Committee has not met 
recently due to health issues of several 
members. 

The Caregivers Committee provided a 
written report for each Vestry member. 

The Nominations Committee is providing 
an article for the December issue of the 
Morningstar. This will include the 
qualifications required of a Vestry candidate. 
At this time the committee has one definite 
candidate and one candidate who is 
considering whether he/she will stand for 
election in January. 

The Growth Committee has filmed a 
sermon and placed this on a social media site. 
It is intended that this will continue to done in 
the future. Bronwyn Burgweger, who is the 
Vestry liaison to this group, is absent this 
evening and so no further information as to the 
group’s activity is available. 



 

Old Business included further discussion of 
the October decision to demolish the Wetzel 
House. A proposal was made by John Boies 
and Anita Biletzky on November 11 for 
consideration by the Vestry (attachment #1). In 
response, John Vain offered a proposal on 
November 20 (attachment #2). 

In response to these two proposals, 
conversation has continued between the 
sponsors of the proposals and Phil 
Montgomery in an attempt to arrive at a 
compromise that would allow the Wetzel 
House to continue as a rental property.  

As a result, the following proposal was offered: 

Rental rates remain in effect through the 
current yearly terms. The Wetzel House rent 
will increase by $50.00 on renewal and the 
Nolan House rent will increase by $100.00 on 
renewal.  

From the rental income of both houses a total 
of $4,012.50 (15% based on the total potential 
income) would be used as part of the operating 
budget of the church. 

The net, after property taxes, insurance costs, 
and income to the church would be dedicated 
to the maintenance cost of the properties. If not 
all of the funds are expended in a given year, 
the remainder could be carried over to the next 
year for maintenance of the houses and not 
returned to the church as part of its operating 
budget. 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee (Anita 
Biletzky and John Boies) would be responsible 
for maintaining the property and would use 
monies from the net rent to do so. 

The vote of the Vestry taken in October would 
remain in effect to have the Wetzel House torn 
down in five years. The previous vote regarding 
the Wetzel House has no impact on the Nolan 
House. (In the event the Wetzel House could 
not be maintained solely based on rental 
income.) 

Extended discussion of the compromise 
proposal took place. Clarifications were 
necessary so that all Vestry members 
understood the details of the proposal. All 
members were allowed sufficient time to 
request necessary information and to make any 
statement they wished. 

Phil moved the acceptance of the proposal. 
Barbara Weaver seconded the motion. The 
result of the vote was unanimous to accept this 
compromise.  

No New Business was considered. 

Fr. Georges informed the Vestry that the 
wooden altar will be moved from its present 
location to the area in front of the main altar. 
This will allow space for the placement of the 
Advent Wreath and also sufficient space for a 
presentation by the Sunday School children at 
the Christmas Eve service. On December 6, the 
Feast of St. Nicholas will be celebrated with a 
service beginning at 6:00 p.m. followed by a 
dinner. On December 15 the worship service at 
10:15 will be a Service of Lessons and Carols. 
The Christmas Eve service will begin at 4:00 
p.m. with the children’s program taking the 
place of the sermon. There will be a one service 
on Christmas Day at 9:00 a.m. 

Fr. Georges complimented the work of the 
Worship Committee in assisting him to arrive 
at decisions regarding the services of Advent. 
His compliments were extended to the Altar 
Guild for the decoration of the altar for 
Thanksgiving. Appreciation for the efforts of 
the Senior Warden in resolving the controversy 
surrounding the potential demolition of the 
Wetzel House was also included. 

Fr. Georges will spend time in Oklahoma 
during the weeks of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Fr. Mark Geisler and Deacon Dee 
Goodale will lead worship on Sunday, 
December 29. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. with 
prayer led by Fr. Georges. 

 

       
  Respectfully submitted, 

       
  Larry Dirst 

       
  Acting Vestry Clerk   
    

  



 

         B&G Lighting Project  
 
 

 
 
New lights have been installed along the church 
and walkway to Waterman Hall.  These lights not 
only light the way, but show the beauty of St. 
Peter’s at night. Thank you Anita Biletzky and the 
B&G team for your hard work in maintaining and 
beautifying our church home. 
 
 

 
 

A Prayer for the New 
Year 
Kimberly Knowle-Zeller  
 
God of the New Year, 
  
We enter this new year full of emotions: 
excitement, nerves, wonder, hope, and sadness.  

As we reflect on the past year we see your love 
scattered through our days. 
We see your grace raining upon us.  
We see your reflection in us.  
  
You’re in the business of making all things new. 
This year may our eyes turn to you in seeing what 
new thing you’re doing in us. 
How your story of redemption is our story, too.  
How your story of grace begs to be known in our 
lives.  
How your story of unending love finds us in the 
darkest corners.  
How your forgiveness reaches to our hearts and 
transforms us into people who forgive. 
Make us new in you.  
  
Turn our eyes to the small and quiet ways you make 
yourself known. 
In the simple and serene, the mundane and daily.  
In our waking and sleeping, may we turn to you.  
In our playing and working, may we offer our gifts 
to you.  
In our questioning and believing, may we keep our 
hearts on your word.  
  
You walked with Abraham into an unknown land,  
You counted the multitude of stars as his 
descendants. 
You walked with the Israelites into a new home and 
identity.  
You called prophets to new lands to share your 
word.  
 
You called your people to hear words of hope and 
restoration from your prophets.  
You walked with Mary and Joseph to welcome the 
Savior in a manger.  
You called fisherman and tax collectors to leave all 
they knew to proclaim your kingdom.  
You turned a symbol of death into a symbol of hope 
and resurrection for all time.  
  
You are no stranger to bringing your people from 
desperation to hope, 
from sickness to healing, 
from unbelief to belief, 
from uncertainty to peace.  
  
You’re in the business of making all things new.  
  
This year, this day, this moment, make me new.  
  
Amen.  
 
 
 

https://www.episcopalcafe.com/author/kzeller/


 

January Birthdays 
 
 1   Aubrey Hulseberg 
 3   Natalie Egler 
 3   Laura Hulseberg 
 5   Robert E. Hamill 
 8  Allison Agha    
 9  Wright B. George 
12  Joshua Boies 
13  Henry Vincent Jr. 
14  Anita Biletzky 
18  Carla Riego 
20  Patricia Burgweger 
21  Liane O’Keefe 
23  Evyn Carrier 
27  Debra Sipp 
27  Lamont Mommer 
31  Varsie Geisler  

 
Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Assistant to the Rector:  Fr. Mark Geisler 
Deacon:  Desiree Goodale    
Sarah Mendenhall   Organist 
Larry Dirst 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                              

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org        

          Days  in office: Monday, Tuesday  

Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 

 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta    Editor 
Circulation: Jane Ovitz, Barbara Weaver, Carol 
Quitno, Pat Burgweger, Helen Beamish, Nancy 
Franke    
Deadline for submission of articles  

 5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org. All articles must 
be submitted electronically and are subject to 
editing for length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
 
Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Lynn Roberts 815-895-4196 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill                                        815-739-1493 
Barbara Weaver  815-895-4324 
John Vain                   815-899-1124 
John Vain, Treasurer                     815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk            815-970-2015 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org
http://www.sycamorestpeters.org/
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  Sycamore, IL 60178 
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 

To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 

 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 

 

 
                               


