
 

  

The Morning Star  

 
My dear beloved brothers and sisters, 
On February 26 we will begin Lent with Ash 

Wednesday. Let us fix our hearts and minds 

on what Lent means to us. First of all, Lent is 

the time of repentance for our sins, a time to 

recognize our human mistakes and a time to 

ask the Lord for forgiveness. If we review the 

history of the people of Israel, we can see 

how God was merciful to his people. The 

season of Lent gives us an opportunity to turn 

to Him with all our heart and mind and soul. 

In our daily life, we sometimes lose the 

meaning of repentance and self denial; the 

lessons where we learned to put God first, 

and be humble in front of Him. During Lent 

we have the opportunity to do so in fasting, 

giving alms and praying. With Christ as our 

example, we are searching for God’s will in 

our lives.  

February, 2020 
 

 

This should be under the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, as the Lord said: “As I live, says 

the Lord, I do not wish the death of sinners 

but his repentance.”  Our God is kind and full 

of compassion, ready to forgive us.  

Fasting is to put the desires of our body aside 

and humble ourselves by taking some food 

from our table and sharing with someone who 

has not. Giving alms is to be merciful as the 

Lord is merciful to us and treat others, as you 

will be treated. Prayer is listening to the voice 

of the Lord and obeying all his commands, 

because this is favorable to the Lord.  

Let us keep our eyes, mind and soul fixed 

firmly on God the Father who offers us this 

time of love, and turn unto Him, seeking all 

His blessing. 

Fr. Georges 

 



 

      Ash Wednesday  
 
“Ashes to Go” is about bringing spirit, belief, 
and belonging out from behind church doors, 
and into the places where we go every day. It’s a 
simple event with deep meaning, drawing on 
centuries of tradition and worship to provide a 
contemporary moment of grace. 
For the second year, Fr. Georges will be offering 
“Ashes to Go” on Ash Wednesday.  Ashes will be 
offered from 11:45-1:00 pm in front of the 
church.  We hope people on their lunch hour or 
those who just can’t attend a service, will stop by 
for their ashes. 
The Great Litany with ashes will be offered at 
9:00 am and 7:15 pm.  Our St. Peter’s choir will 
sing at our evening service.  Nursery and child 
care will be available for the 7:15pm service. 
 

          Palms 
 
Please feel free to bring your palms from prior 
years to the church by Sunday, Feb. 23rd.  Palms 
are burned and the ashes are used for Ash 
Wednesday.   
 

Parish Pot Lucks 
 

On Wednesday, January 8th, we had our first 
Parish PotLuck of the year.  It was a great time, 
with 21 people in attendance.  The food was 
plentiful and delicious and the fellowship 
priceless!  Please join us on February 13th at 
6:00 pm for our next PotLuck.  Please bring a 
dish to pass and your appetite! 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour 

Coffee hour after our 10:15 service is a long-
standing tradition at St. Peter’s.  It’s a great time 
for fellowship, coffee and snacks.  A sign-up 
sheet is in Waterman Hall, on the bulletin board 
outside the office for those willing to host coffee 
hour.  If you’ve never hosted before, ask a friend 
to co-host.  It’s fun and easy when two people 
work together.  What is needed for coffee hour? 
Detailed instructions are in the kitchen, but here 
are the basics: Coffee is already made, thanks to 
Jean Erlenborn and Jane Ovitz.  You will need 
to set out the cream and sugar, boil water for tea, 
set out paper plates, napkins and silverware (if 
needed).  These are all provided.  What to serve?  
Make it simple – a coffee cake or anything 
sweet, maybe some fruit and/ or cheese and 
crackers.  You may leave church after receiving 
communion to set things out.  

After coffee hour, wash any dishes used and the 
coffee pot, put things away, and you’re done! 

If no one signs up for coffee hour, we will only 
have coffee, (unless there is something in the 
freezer to serve).  Because we often have visitors, 
it is nice to welcome them with coffee and 
something to go along with it.  If you’re 
interested in hosting and need a partner, or 
some tips, feel free to ask anyone who has 
hosted in the past to help or advise.  The more 
people we have hosting, the less work for all! 

    KEYS    

Over the years, keys have been signed out to 
those on vestry, committees, or hosting special 
events.  Some keys are for the church only, 
others open the hall and the church, and yet 
others open everything.  As commitments and 
responsibilities change, you may find that you 
have a key that you don’t need anymore.   Keys 
to the church are all stamped with “Do Not 
Duplicate”. 
We currently have a key shortage. If you have a 
key that you no longer use or need, please return 
it to the office as soon as possible.  Thanks in 
advance! 
 



 

    
 Altar Flowers 

 
We all enjoy seeing our beautiful altar adorned 
with flowers.  These flowers are made possible 
by donations by parishioners for dedications in 
memory of, in thanksgiving for, or in celebration 
of a loved one or special occasion. The cost of the 
flowers is $50.00.  If there is no  
dedication on a Sunday there will be no flowers.  
There can be more than one  
dedication each Sunday.  If you’d like to have a 
dedication but someone has already signed up, 
or just would like to split the cost, we are happy 
to have two dedications.   
Please contact the office with any questions.  
Thank you! 
 

 Sanctuary Candle 

The Sanctuary Candle is another way to make 
dedications each Sunday.  Forms for the 
Sanctuary candle dedication are also on the 
bulletin board outside the office.  A $10.00 
donation is asked for your dedication. 

            Annual Meeting 

St. Peter’s Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, 
January 26th.  After a wonderful brunch 
prepared by the Vestry, Phil Montgomery, our 
Senior Warden, led the meeting.  The 
Treasurer’s report was given, the new budget 
presented, and committee chairs reviewed their 
reports.  Retiring Vestry members are Barbara  

Weaver, Bronwyn Burgweger, and Henry 
Vincent.  Our new Vestry members were 
approved by acclamation and were introduced 

and welcomed.  Our new vestry members are: 
Henry Burgweger, Varsie Geisler, and Liane 
O’Keefe. If you were unable to attend, additional 
copies of the report are available in Waterman 
Hall. 

               NURSERY 

We are happy to announce that Clara Biletzky 
has returned to St. Peter’s as our nursery 
attendant.  Welcome back Clara!!  Clara will be 
in the nursery each Sunday along with one 
member of the parish to watch over our babies 
and toddlers.  According to our Keeping God’s 
People Safe policy, two people must be in the 
nursery when children are present.  We 
currently have three volunteers for the nursery.  
We are in need of at least one more volunteer to 
fill the 4th Sunday of each month, and another to 
be in the nursery on months that have 5 
Sundays.  Please contact the office if you are 
interested in serving St. Peter’s in the nursery.   
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
             VESTRY MEETING 12/19/19 

MINUTES 

Approved 1/16/2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by Fr. 
Georges Jallouf and began with a prayer.    

Those present were:  Bronwyn Burgweger, 
John Vain, Phil Montgomery, Fr. Georges, 
John Boies, Barb Weaver, Henry Vincent, 
Lynne Roberts, Anita Biletzky, and Judy 
LaPorta, vestry clerk. 

Absent:  Donna Hill 

Phil Montgomery asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda and Lynne Roberts 
asked that Mutual Ministry Review (MMR) be 
added under new business. 

A motion was made by Barbara Weaver, 
seconded by Henry Vincent, to approve the 
minutes of the November meeting with one 
small change.  The motion carried.   

Treasurer’s Report:  After reviewing our 
financials, John Vain reported that our 2019 
financial goals will be met.  John Boies moved 
that the financial reports be approved, Bronwyn 
Burgweger seconded. 

 The motion carried.   

Committee reports: 

Sr. Warden:  Phil reported that on 12/10, he, 
John Vain, Anita Biletzky, and Fr. Georges met 
to discuss the 2020 budget and many 
subsequent phones were made.   

Nominating Committee:  Barb Weaver reported 
that we had two confirmed candidates for 
vestry, Varsie Geisler and Henry Burgweger.  
We still need one more candidate to fill all 
vacancies.   

Jr. Warden for B&G: Anita was happy to report 
that no work had been needed in November for 
the rental properties or Waterman Hall.  The 
book holder in one of the pews in the church had 
broken and the back pew in the choir section 
had collapsed.  Changes to the choir section 
were discussed, but it was decided to defer the 
decision on any changes at this time.  Henry 
Vincent offered to look at the pews to see if he 
could fix them himself rather than hire a 

carpenter.  A service call was made to the rectory 
to have the toilet sealed. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  Budget 

John Vain reviewed the proposed 2020 budget 
and reported that additional pledges had been 
received which put money back in some of the 
areas that had been previously cut.   

MMR:  The vestry discussed MMR and when 
and how it should be done.  Barbara Weaver 
moved that MMR be considered in February, 
after the new vestry was installed.  Bronwyn 
Burgweger seconded and the motion carried. 

Barbara Weaved moved that the meeting be 
adjourned.  Henry Vincent seconded, and the 
motion carried. 

After a closing prayer, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:05. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta 
Vestry Clerk 

 

 

 

             



 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
COMMITTEE 

 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
HOPE HAVEN DINNERS 
St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the 
community homeless at Hope Haven on the  
4th Wednesday of each month.  Needed 
volunteers include a chair for each month and 
persons to prepare or purchase food.   Chair 
volunteers choose a recipe, make 
announcements at services, remind volunteers, 
and take the dinner to Hope Haven, located in 
DeKalb, by 5pm.  The monthly recipe and sign-
up sheets through January of 2021 are located 
in Waterman Hall.  Food donations should be 
brought to the kitchen by 3:00pm.   Please help 
the Outreach Committee provide one meal each 
month to our area homeless at Hope Haven.   
 

 
SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
St. Peter’s Church helps to supply the food 
pantry at the First Methodist Church in 
Sycamore through weekly donations.   Copies of 
the “Top Ten List” for pantry needs can be found 
at the back of the church and in Waterman Hall.  
Donations can be brought to Waterman Hall or 
placed in the food baskets in the Narthex of the 
church.   
We need to help keep the pantry shelves filled 
during the winter months to support our 
community hunger efforts.   
 
**The Outreach Committee continues to need 
more volunteers to transport food donations to 
the Sycamore Food Pantry.  Donations can be 
received at the Sycamore Methodist Church any 
day of the week. Please see the sign-up sheet in 
Waterman Hall. **  
 
 

COLLECTION PROJECTS AT ST. PETER’S 
The Christian Outreach Committee continues to 
sponsor a project encouraging parishioners to 
save items that help community resources in an 
indirect way.  In Waterman Hall we collect 
Campbells Soup Labels, milk carton bottle caps, 
and “Box Tops for Education” for area Schools.    
Aluminum can “pop tops” help Ronald 

McDonald Houses, and canceled stamps are 
sold to help charitable organizations.  We would 
appreciate any donations to add to this project. 

 

The next meeting of the Christian 
Outreach Committee will be held on 

Wednesday, February 18, 12 Noon in 
Waterman Hall.  Please feel free to join 

us! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A Prayer of Self-Dedication 
 
Almighty and eternal God,  
so draw our hearts to thee, 
so guide our minds,  
so fill our imaginations,  
so control our wills,  
that we may be wholly thine,  
utterly dedicated unto thee;  
and then use us, we pray thee,  
as thou wilt, 
and always to thy glory and the welfare of thy 
people;  
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

February Birthdays 
 
1  Sarah Mendenhall 

 3  Chad Newquist   

 5  Reese Lyn Hill  

 5  Ella Ryan Hill 

 5  Jim Hill  

 8  Alyse Mommer 

 8  George Abizaid  

 9  Jason Vain 

13  Presley Klus 

15  Lisa Montgomery 

16  Clare Shea 

18  Suzie Geisler 

19  Henry Burgweger 

20  Brian Lee Koehnke 

Anniversaries 

26  Henry and Pat Burgweger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Clergy and Staff 
 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Fr.Mark Geisler                       Assistant to the Rector  
Desiree Goodale                                                  Deacon      
Sarah Mendenhall                 Organist 
Larry Dirst                                 contributing Organist 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant 

          office@sycamorestpeters.org 
          Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                           

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper  
          bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org  
          Days  in office: Monday, Tuesday  
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta          Editor 
Circulation: Barbara Weaver and Nancy Franke    
 
Deadline for submission of articles  

 5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org. All articles must 
be submitted electronically and are subject to 
editing for length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr.Warden 847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden 815-793-5500 
 

Bronwyn Burgweger 815-761-9866 
Lynn Roberts 815-895-4196 
Henry Vincent 630-465-1951 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill                                        815-739-1493 
Barbara Weaver  815-895-4324 
John Vain                   815-899-1124 
John Vain, Treasurer                     815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry Clerk            815-970-2015 
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 
 

                               


