
 

 

 

The Morning Star  
Reading for Lent 

As I was going through some books, I found 
this book, “A Grown-Up Lent, when giving up 
Chocolate isn’t enough”, by Joanna Leiserson, 
an Episcopal priest from Ohio.   

 

 

I believe some of us at St. Peter’s got this book 
a few years ago.  The introduction had me 
hooked and I thought I would share it with you: 

“I love Lent!  It begins on Ash Wednesday 
when the world seems to change.  Even the air 
around us seems muted, for just this day, as if 
the planet itself were listening.  I love being  
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reminded that the whole universe, including 
the human “We are Invincible” species is dust, 
and to dust it shall return.  And most of all, I 
love the fact that the retail world has not 
figured out how to market this day.  I have not 
seen even one Ash Wednesday Mattress 
Sale or one Ash Wednesday Super 
Special on Knee Pads (75 percent less 
cushioning for the truly penitent!). 

When I was young, my friends gave up sweets, 
chocolate, and soda for Lent.  One creative boy 
gave up swearing.  Then, every year, the 
Lenten season ended with a veritable feast of 
sweets, chocolate, soda and colorful language.  
It was as if the act of fasting and self-denial 
merited them a reward from God of the very 
thing they had given up. 

Not growing up in a church-going household, 
I was always baffled when friends would ask, 
“What are you giving up for Lent?”  My 
question was much simpler: “What is Lent?” 

When I was in grade school, my friends gave 
me their very best grade-school theology.  The 
ashes and Lent and the giving-up of things are 
what you do to be sorry for your sins between 
Ash Wednesday and Easter.  Later I learned 
the ancient traditions and customs of Ash 
Wednesday and Lent.  But, as with many 
traditions, we sometimes keep the customs but 



 

forget the reasons.  I wonder whether that is 
true today as we continue to ask that old 
grade-school question:  What are you giving 
up for Lent? 

Maybe what we really need to give up for Lent 
this year is our grade-school theology.  Maybe 
it is time for Lent to grow up.  We can begin by 
asking the right question.   

The questions for the season of a grown-up 
Lent, are not “What will you give up for Lent? 
Or even “What will you do for Lent? But 
rather “Who will you be in Lent?” and even 
“Whose will you be in Lent?” 

The easy answer is that we are created to be 
people of God, and we are created to be God’s.  
But what does it mean to be people of God in 
today’s world?  Perhaps this year is a time to 
explore how to be a child of God, but a grown-
up child of God, giving up a superficial 
approach to Lent and exploring in deep and 
meaningful ways what it means to connect 
with God in a secular, post-modern culture. 

In the next several weeks, we will ponder how 
spiritual practices such as fasting, self-
examination, prayer, and meditation on 
scripture might be surprisingly provocative, 
challenging, counter-cultural, and even 
subversive-just as Jesus was.  Some of the 
meditations suggest additional reading of a 
parable or other words of Jesus; the scripture 
citations are offered. 

May you have a joyful, holy, grown-up Ash 
Wednesday and a joyful, holy, grown-up Lent. 

I couldn’t help but read a few days ahead, and 
am anxious to continue to rediscover what Lent 
really is.  If you have an interest, this book is 
available on amazon.com for under $5.00. 

God Bless, 

Judy  

 

CONFIRMATION/RECEPTION 
INTO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

For any of you who have not been confirmed in 
the Episcopal church, or those who have been 
confirmed in another church and wish to be 
received into the Episcopal church, Fr. Georges 
will be offering a series of four classes in May: 

May 7, 14, 21 and 28th.  On Saturday, May 30th, 
Bishop Jeffrey Lee will be confirming and 
receiving you at St. James Cathedral in Chicago. 

Please contact Fr. Georges if you are interested. 

 

Spring 2020 
United Thank Offering Ingathering 

March 15th and March 22nd  
 
Spring is just a few days away! St. Peter’s UTO 
Spring Ingathering will be held for two 
Sundays, both at 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
services. Thankfulness, when embodied, 
nourishes our being and in turn allows us to 
not only offer it to God, but to incorporate it in 
our relationships in daily life. The United 
Thank Offering invites us to give thanks that 
we give a coin as a tangible gift-an offering of  
ourselves which is given to the work that alters 
the course of peoples’ lives….testimony to 
God’s grace in the world.  
 
No matter how we do it, we can always give 
thanks, because we can always pray. We might 
sing or dance our prayers, we might kneel, sit, 
stand or lie down, but no matter how we do it 
we are called to pray always, anywhere and 
everywhere, silently or aloud. Our prayers, 
especially those of thanksgiving, become a way 
of life, a daily discipline of responding to God’s 
abundance. The outward and visible sign of our 
thankfulness is the Blue Box into which coins 
are placed to accompany our prayers. The 
mission projects the UTO funds are the result 
of unnumbered prayers of thanksgiving offered 
daily by unnumbered people throughout our 
church. These are people who have opened 
their hearts to God and who are participating 
in the mission of the church by offering 
themselves to be the hands and feet of Christ in 
the world. When we look at a mission project 
funded through a UTO grant, we should 
imagine all those invisible prayers and 
outreaching hands that have been offered from 
grateful hearts, providing yet another reason to 
give thanks—again.  
 
UTO Blue boxes are at the back of the church 
and may be taken as continuing reminders that 
coins given in thanksgiving are indeed blessed 



 

coins. Our second Ingathering for this year will 
be in the Fall. 
 
UTO gives thanks for each of you and give 
thanks for the opportunity to be a part of 
widespread missionary efforts. The Blue Box is 
a tool we all can use to bring our baptismal 
covenant into our lives, particularly the 
promises to seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, to strive for justice and peace among 
all people, and to respect the dignity of every 
human being.  
 
If you miss our Ingathering and would like to 
participate, you may take your offering to the 
office or place it in the office box in Waterman 
Hall. If I can be of help or answer any questions 
about the United Thank Offering, please 
contact me at 899-1124. 
 
In God We Trust, 
Cindy Vain 
UTO Custodian  
 

Ashes to Go 

On Ash Wednesday, Fr. Georges was again at the 
front of St. Peter’s Church offering -- to any and 
all who desired -- the imprinting of Ashes in 
preparation for the Holy Season of Lent and the 
celebration of Christ’s Resurrection on Easter 
Sunday.   

Those who received Ashes also were given a 
special pocket-size Booklet from our whole 
church family inviting them to “Come and 
See” St. Peter’s. Inside each booklet is a small 
card announcing He is Risen!...that invites them 
to come celebrate Easter Sunday with us…and 
welcomes them to their new church family. 

We at St. Peter’s know that ours is the warmest, 
kindest, and most caring church family that 
many of us have ever known. We also know that 
we are challenged when it comes to personally 
reaching out to others about our faith.  

So, hopefully and prayerfully, this new Booklet -
- with its special Easter Sunday Invitation Card 
-- will make reaching out to others about St. 
Peter’s easier for all of us.  

 

In the weeks ahead, we’ll be handing out these 
Booklets during the Offering and at Coffee 
Hour. There is a full supply of the Booklets for 
all our church family to use to invite new folks 
to “Come and See” St. Peter’s. 

Our whole church family 
invites you to 

“Come and See” 

 

 

 
The Lord has Supper at our place every Sunday 
morning, so it’s always Come-As-You-Are at St. 
Peter’s. 
Sunday Services 
8:00 am Holy Communion (Rite 1) 
10:15 am. Holy Communion (Rite 2) 
                      



 

SAINT PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MINUTES 

JANUARY 16, 2020 

Approved February 20, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by 
Fr. Georges who gave an opening prayer. 

Members present were:  John Vain, Phil 
Montgomery, Fr. Georges, Barbara Weaver, 
Henry Vincent, John Boies, Lynne Roberts, 
Donna Hill, Anita Biletzky, and Judy LaPorta, 
clerk.  Bronwyn Burgweger arrived after the 
first two motions were presented. 

Barbara Weaver moved that the minutes from 
the December meeting be approved.  The 
motion was seconded by Lynne Roberts and 
the motion carried. 

Waterman hall rental and 
receiving/confirmation classes were added to 
the agenda (at the request of Anita Biletzky and 
Lynne Roberts, respectively) under new 
business.  Phil Montgomery moved that the 
agenda be approved with the additions, 
seconded by Donna Hill, and the motion 
carried. 

Senior Warden – No report 

Junior Warden – Report attached 

Treasurer Report – John Vain reported that the 
end of year numbers were very good for 2019.  
We had a carryover of $11,800.04 and an 
additional $1200.00 will be added to that for 
December rent paid in January.  (this was due 
to a missing check and not a delinquent tenant) 
John Boies moved to accept the Treasurer’s 
report, Phil Montgomery seconded the motion 
and the motion carried. 

Committee reports: 

Outreach:  Lynne Roberts reported that they 
are working on the project to provide diapers 
and wipes to those in need.  Storage is needed 
for these items and a room in the lower level is 
being cleaned out for this purpose.   

Nominating committee:  Barbara Weaver 
reported that we have three candidates for the 
open vestry positions, Varsie Geisler, Henry 

Burgweger, and Liane O’Keefe.  (there are three 
open positions) 

Phil Montgomery recognized Barbara Weaver, 
Henry Vincent, and Bronwyn Burgweger for 
being a part of the vestry.  Their input and 
service are very much appreciated and they will 
be missed. 

ECW – Judy LaPorta reported that the ECW 
will be meeting next week. 

Rector report: 

Fr. Georges thanked all of the vestry for their 
service, and recognized Barb, Henry and 
Bronwyn for their service. 

The Gospel book cover that was ordered in 
September arrived after Christmas and was the 
wrong size.  Correct measurements had been 
given by us, but the cover was not the right 
size.  The company we ordered from is sending 
it back to Spain, where it had been made, to be 
corrected. 

Fr. Georges also reported that he continues to 
visit our members who are shut ins and also 
Shari Pearcy’s mother. 

Old business:  

Budget – John Vain reported that additional 
pledges had been received, which resulted in all 
line items to be funded.  The adjusted budget 
numbers were reviewed.  Fr. Georges thanked 
John for all the work that was put into the 
budget.  John Boies moved to accept the 
adjusted budget, Bronwyn seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. 

John Vain reported that the terms of some of 
our trustees of our trusts had ended.  The 
changes are as follows: 

Waterman Trust – Larry Smith’s term is up, 
and replaced by John Vain (John Boies and 
John Castle co-advisors) 

St. Peter’s Trust -    John Vain’s term is up and 
replaced by Larry Smith (John Boies co-
trustee) 

Charitable Trust – Jane Ovitz’s term is up, and 
replaced by Barbara Weaver (Lynne Roberts is 
co-trustee) 

A resolution was presented that all trustees be 
approved, and all vestry members approved. 



 

New business: 

Nursery:  Clara Biletzky will be coming back as 
our Sunday nursery attendant.  A member of 
the parish must accompany Clara according to 
our Keeping God’s People Safe policy.  Barbara 
Weaver moved that we engage in a contract 
with Clara Biletzky to be our nursery attendant 
on Sundays for a fee of $15.00/session.  
Bronwyn Burgweger seconded and the motion 
carried. 

The Annual meeting was discussed and Lynne 
Roberts circulated a signup sheet as the vestry 
is responsible for providing brunch. 

Waterman Hall Rental: 

Anita Biletzky asked the vestry for 
confirmation of costs for rental of the hall.  The 
Stage Coach Theater group has used the hall 
for rehearsals in the past and Anita wanted to 
be sure of what our fee is before offering the 
hall for future rehearsals.  Phil Montgomery 
will confirm with Anita. 

Fr. Georges reminded vestry members that the 
vestry retreat will be Saturday, Feb. 8th from 
9:30-12:30 in Waterman Hall. 

Barbara moved that the meeting be adjourned, 
seconded by Henry Vincent, the motion carried 
and after a closing prayer by Fr. Georges, the 
meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy LaPorta 

Vestry Clerk 

Serving on Sunday 

We are in need of people to serve at our Sunday 
services: Lectors to share the readings with the 
congregation; Intercessors to lead the Prayers 
of the People;  Acolytes, Crucifers and Chalice 
Bearers to serve on the altar; and Ushers to 
greet people as they come in, distribute 
bulletins, take collections and lead us to 
communion.  If you are looking for a way to 
serve, especially during Lent, when we have 
additional services, please contact the office. I 
think you will find it very rewarding!  

 

 

 

What would you say 
if………..? 
 
Yet another email hits your inbox. Good grief, 
what does Anita want now??? 
 
She asks: “If you were asked to organize our 
annual Spring Clean up to-do sheet, what 
would you say? 
 
or she may ask: “If there was a water leak in 
Waterman Hall kitchen, and I need someone to 
take a look and request needed repairs, what 
would you say? 
 
Maybe she would ask: we need a new door 
with a window for Fr. Georges office, and I 
need someone to do a little research. What 
would you say? 
 
Once a year she may ask: I need someone to 
arrange for all 12 fire extinguishers to be 
inspected and updated, what would you say? 
 
Then she says: We don’t need monthly 
committee meetings. We can review all 
activities via a group email! How fun is that? 
 
I am optimistic there are some “yeses!” out 
there! Email me or holler across the church 
aisle! 
 
Thank you! 
Anita Biletzky 
abiletzky@gmail.com 
 
 
 

I WILL IF 
YOU WILL 
             

mailto:abiletzky@gmail.com


 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
COMMITTEE 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
HOPE HAVEN DINNERS 
St. Peter’s continues to provide a meal for the 
community homeless at Hope Haven on the  
4th Wednesday of each month.  Needed 
volunteers include a chair for each month and 
persons to prepare or purchase food.   Chair 
volunteers choose a recipe, make 
announcements at services, remind volunteers, 
and take the dinner to Hope Haven, located in 
DeKalb, by 5pm.  The monthly recipe and sign-
up sheets through January of 2021 are located 
in Waterman Hall.  Food donations should be 
brought to the kitchen by 3:00pm.   Please help 
the Outreach Committee provide one meal 
each month to our area homeless at Hope 
Haven.   
 

 
 

 
 
Barb Weaver, Nancy Franke Cindy Vain, and 
Jane Ovitz making dinner for Hope Haven.  
Invite your friends to help and make an 
afternoon of it! 

SYCAMORE FOOD PANTRY 
St. Peter’s Church helps to supply the food 
pantry at the First Methodist Church in 
Sycamore through weekly donations.   Copies 
of the “Top Ten List” for pantry needs can be 
found at the back of the church and in 
Waterman Hall.  Donations can be brought to 
Waterman Hall or placed in the food baskets in 
the Narthex of the church.   
We need to help keep the pantry shelves filled 
during the winter months to support our 
community hunger efforts.   
 
**The Outreach Committee continues to need 
more volunteers to transport food donations to 
the Sycamore Food Pantry.  Donations can be 
received at the Sycamore Methodist Church 
any day of the week. Please see the sign-up 
sheet in Waterman Hall.   
 

 
 
 
MEALS ON WHEELS 
St. Peter’s provides volunteers to drive Meals 
on Wheels, Sycamore East Route, during the 
months of March and August.  This volunteer 
opportunity begins at VAC on Bethany Road, 
and takes about one hour to complete.  Thank 
you to the parishioners who are covering the 
month of March to help our community shut-
ins receive meals. 

 
The next meeting of the Christian 

Outreach Committee will be held on 
Wednesday, MARCH 18, 12 Noon in 

Waterman Hall.  Please feel free to join 
us! 

 



 

Prayer Corner 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   I Will Turn 
 
     (a daily prayer for Lent) 
 
Lord, I will turn, Turn my face towards you. 
I will lay before you the desert areas I hide 
And turn to soak in your refreshing words of 
life. 
I will cast aside the barren, selfish pursuits 
And turn to rest in the tranquil warmth of your 
love. 
I will draw back from the harsh pull of media 
And turn to bathe in the gently power of your 
Spirit. 
Lord, today I turn my face towards you. 
I will turn to soak in your words of life, 
To rest in the warmth of your love, 
And to bathe in the power of your Spirit. 
 
(a Lenten prayer poem by Julie Palmerc2018 
www.prayerscapes.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March Birthdays 
 
 6  Nicholas Klein 

 7  Natalia Glynn Boies 

18  Benjamin Lane 

19  Sean Burke 

19  Amanda Klein 

23  Steven Suh Roberts 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

14  Ryan & Trisha Drake 

 

 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

The Way of the Cross will be offered on Fridays 
during Lent at 12:00 PM, followed by the Holy 
Eucharist. 

 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 Our Lenten Bible Study will begin on Wed., 
March 4th and run through April 1st.  Soup and 
salad dinner will be at 6:00 and Bible Study 
6:30 -7:30. Choir practice will follow the Bible 
Study at 7:30.  Sign-up sheets for the Bible 
Study and food for the dinner are available in 
Waterman Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parish Clergy and Staff 

 
The Rev. Georges Jallouf       Rector                                                              
918-859-5877/ Rector@sycamorestpeters.org  
Fr. Mark Geisler                       Assistant to the Rector  
Desiree Goodale                                                  Deacon      
Sarah Mendenhall                 Organist 
Larry Dirst                                 contributing Organist 
 
Judy LaPorta Admin. Assistant          
office@sycamorestpeters.org        
Days in office: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                           

Jean Erlenborn Bookkeeper         
bookkeeper@sycamorestpeters.org  
Days in office: Monday, Tuesday  
 
Parish Office Hours: 9am-1pm Monday-
Friday     

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
218 Somonauk Street 
Sycamore, Illinois 60178 
815-895-2227 
www.sycamorestpeters.org 

Newsletter Staff 
Judy LaPorta          Editor 
Circulation: Barbara Weaver and Nancy Franke    
 
Deadline for submission of articles  

 5:00 PM on the 20th of each month. Email  
office@sycamorestpeters.org. All articles must 
be submitted electronically and are subject to 
editing for length and content.  
  
The Vestry of the Parish 

Phil Montgomery, Sr. Warden            847-702-7445 
Anita Biletzky, Junior Warden          815-793-5500 

Lynn Roberts      815-895-4196 
John Boies 815-353-9703 
Donna Hill                                        815-739-1493 
John Vain                815-899-1124 
Liane O’Keefe                        815-501-7798 
Henry Burgweger             815-751-8248 
Varsie Geisler                                   815-766-1127  
John Vain, Treasurer            815-899-1124 
Judy LaPorta, Vestry clerk             815-970-2015
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The Morning Star  
The newsletter of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 

The Parish Vision Statement: 
To be an inclusive fellowship growing in the Holy Spirit, Nurturing the burdened and the joyous, 

Reaching out to our communities and God’s world 
 

“…until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” 2 Peter 1:19 
 
 

                               


